IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 


1.1 


11.25 


Ui  1^   12.2 

^   U£    12.0 

1^  i'-^ 


** 


^r^"*'  -^ 
^ 


y 


/^ 


Photographic 

Sciences 

Corporalion 


23  WBT  MAIN  STMiT 

WnSTII(,N.Y.  UStO 

(71«)  172-4303 


4^ 


4r 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHIVI/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Instituta  for  Historical  IMicroraproductions  /  institut  Canadian  da  microraproductions  liistoriquas 


:\ 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notaa/Notat  tachniqiiaa  at  bibliographiquas 


Tha  ( 
toth< 


Tha  Inatituta  haa  attamptad  to  obtain  tha  baat 
original  copy  avaiiabia  for  filming.  Faaturaa  of  thia 
copy  which  may  ba  bibliographically  uniqua, 
which  may  altar  any  of  tha  imagaa  in  tha 
raproduction.  or  which  may  aignificantly  changa 
tha  uauai  mathod  of  filming,  ara  chackad  balow. 


D 


D 


D 


n 


n 


Colourad  covara/ 
Couvartura  da  coulaur 


I     I   Covars  damagad/ 


Couvartura  andommagAa 


Covars  rastorad  and/or  iaminatad/ 
Couvartura  raataurte  at/ou  pailiculAa 


I — I    Cover  titia  missing/ 


Le  titre  da  couvartura  manqua 


Colourad  r  >ps/ 

Cartas  «*^  jgraphiquas  an  coulaur 


□   Colourad  inic  (i.a.  othar  than  biua  or  black)/ 
Encra  da  coulaur  (i.a.  autra  qua  blaua  ou  noira) 

I     I   Colourad  platas  and/or  illuatrationa/ 


D 


Planchaa  at/ou  iilustrationa  an  coulaur 

Bound  with  othar  material/ 
Reli6  avac  d'autrea  documents 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadowa  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  re  liure  serrie  peut  cauaar  da  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  le  long  de  la  marge  intArieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appeer  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
11  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajoutAea 
lore  d'une  restauration  apparaissant  dana  la  taxte, 
mais,  iortqua  cela  Atait  poasibia,  ces  pagea  n'ont 
pas  *t«  fiimtaa. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commenteires  supplAmentaires; 


L'Institut  a  microfilm*  le  meilleur  exempiaira 
qu'il  lui  a  AtA  poaaibie  da  aa  procurer.  Lea  ditaiis 
da  cat  exempiaira  qui  sont  peut-Atre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographlqua.  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dana  la  mAthoda  normale  de  filmage 
aont  indiquAa  ci-dessous. 


D 
0 
D 
0 
□ 
0 
0 
O 
D 
O 


Coloured  pages/ 
Pagea  de  couleur 

Pagea  damaged/ 
Pagea  andommagAas 

Pages  restored  end/or  leminatad/ 
Pagea  reataurAas  at/ou  pallicul4es 

Pagea  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pages  d*color*es,  tachaties  ou  piquias 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  d<ltach*es 

Showthrough/ 
Transparence 

Quality  of  print  variea/ 
Qualiti  in^gala  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  materiel  suppMmantaira 

Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Peges  wholly  or  psrtially  obacurad  by  errata 
slips,  tissuea,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Lea  peges  totaiament  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  una  pelure. 
etc..  ont  *t*  filmAea  A  nouveau  de  fapon  A 
obtanir  la  meilleure  image  poasibia. 


Thai 
poaal 
of  th 
filmii 


Origi 

bagif 

tha 

sk>n, 

othai 

first 

aion. 

or  illil 


That 
shaH 
T1NU 
whiel 

Mapi 

diffai 
antin 
begin 
right 
raquii 
math 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  film*  au  taux  de  rAduction  indiquA  ci-dessous. 


10X 

14X 

18X 

22X 

MX 

30X 

>/ 

12X 


1«X 


aox 


a4x 


2tX 


32X 


TiM  copy  filmtd  h«r«  hM  bMin  raproducad  thanks 
to  th«  o«n«rositv  of: 

Ottawa  PuMie  Library 


L'oxomplairo  filmA  fut  raproduit  grica  A  la 
giniroaitA  da: 

Bibliothdque  publique  d'Ottawa 


Tha  imagoa  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  baat  quality 
poaaibia  eonaidaring  tha  condition  and  lagibiiity 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  Icaaping  with  tha 
filming  oontraet  apacif icationa. 


Original  eopiaa  in  printad  papar  eovars  ara  filmad 
baginning  with  tha  front  covar  and  anding  on 
tha  laat  paga  with  a  printad  or  iliuatratad  impraa- 
■ion.  or  tha  bacic  covar  whan  appropriata.  All 
othar  original  eopiaa  ara  filmad  baginning  on  tha 
first  paga  with  a  printad  or  iliuatratad  impraa- 
sion.  and  anding  on  ttia  laat  paga  with  a  printad 
or  iliuatratad  impraaaion. 


Las  imagat  suivantas  ont  Ati  raproduitas  avac  la 
plus  grand  soin.  compta  tanu  da  la  condition  et 
da  la  nattatA  da  I'axampiaira  filmt^,  at  90 
conformitA  avac  las  conditions  du  contrat  da 
filmaga. 

Laa  axamplairaa  originaux  dont  la  couvartura  an 
papiar  aat  imprimAa  sont  filmis  9n  commandant 
par  la  pramiar  plat  at  an  tarminant  soit  par  la 
darnlAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  emprainta 
d'impraasion  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  la  sacond 
plat,  salon  la  cas.  Tous  las  autras  axampiairas 
originaux  sont  filmAs  an  commanfant  par  la 
pramlAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'impraaaion  ou  d'iilustration  at  an  tarminant  par 
la  damiAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  talla 
amprainta. 


Tha  laat  racordad  frama  on  aaeh  mierofieha 
sImII  contain  tha  symbol  --^  (moaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  tha  symbol  ▼  (moaning  "END"), 
whiehavar  appliaa. 


IJn  daa  symbolaa  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
darnlAra  imaga  da  chaqua  microfiche,  salon  la 
cas:  la  symbols  -^  signif la  "A  SUIVRE",  la 
symbols  V  signifia  "FIN". 


Mapa.  plataa.  charta.  ate.,  may  bo  filmad  at 
diffaram  reduction  ratioa.  Thoaa  too  large  to  be 
antirehf  included  In  one  expoeure  ara  filmed 
beginning  in  ttte  upper  left  hand  comer,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  aa  many  framea  aa 
required.  The  following  diagrama  illuatrate  the 
method: 


Las  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc..  pauvent  Atra 
filmAa  A  das  taux  da  rAduction  diffArants. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  Atre 
reproduit  en  un  soul  ciichA,  il  est  filmA  A  partir 
da  Tangle  supArieur  gauche,  do  gauche  A  droita, 
at  da  haut  wn  baa,  an  pranant  la  nombra 
d'Imagea  nAcaaaaira.  Laa  diagrammas  suivants 
iilustrent  la  mAthode. 


1  2  3 


3ZX 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Fr 


V 


>l 


/ 


/ 


A\ 


HISTORICAL   ACCOUNT 

OF  THE  MOST  CELEBRATED 

VOYAGES, 

■RAVELS,  AND  DISCOTERIES, 

FROM  THE 

TIME  OF  COLUMBUS 

TO  THE 

PRESENT  PERIOD. 


**  Nod  fpis  inde  tulit  tsib  Tvs  fcdQla)tbn».' 


<m 


Bt  WILLIAM  MAVOR,  LL.D. 


VOL.  III. 


^      L  0  N  DO  Nt 

FRINTBD    FOR    E.    NEWBBllV^ 
ST.  FAULTS  CHURCH-TARD^ 


CONTENTS  OF  VOL.  Ht. 


^OTAGE  of  Captain  JameSifor  the  Difcovety 
of  a.  Nortb-iveft  Pafage  to  India,     -        -    Page  I 
vage  of  Captain  Henry  Ellis,  for  tbt  Difcovery 

of  a  Nortb-nueft  Pajfagecio  tbe  South  Seast  2) 

^ages  of  Captain  fTilliam  Dampier,  Round  tbe 

fTorldy&c.  -  -.  .61 

vage  and  Adventures  of  Captain  Cowleyt  157 

yage  qf  Captain  Woodis  RigirSf  Round  tbi 

Worldf  »  •  m  -      IJt 


-mmmimmimmmf 


1.1  in  w  i»>i>if»w»»'^B||BBliyi^'Wwwp|ll>»ijillWiww«'w'Wlw>^^ 


"^. 


X. 


VOYAGE  OF 


CAPTAIN  JAMES, 


%\ 


FOR  THE  DISCOVERY 


OF  A 


[ORTH-WEST  PASSAGE  TO  INDIA; 


'HE  love  of  gain  will  ever  be  the  moft  a6^ive 
ftimulus  of  adventurers.  Notwithftandingthe 
offerings  we  have  recorded  of  Itavigators  in  the 
)rthern  feas,  commercial  and  fpeculative  men 
11  entertained  the  idea^  that  a  paffage  that 
ly  to  the  South  Sea  was  pra6ticahle,  and  for- 
;r  failures  only  rendered  the  patrons  of  tjie 
ieme  more  zealous  to  perfevere.  For  this  pur- 
|fe,  feveral  merchants  of  BriAol  formed  .them- 
Ives  into  a  company,  about  the  year  l630j  and 
Ing  James  I.  being  apprized  of  their  defigns, 
[lefs  honourable  to  their  country,  than  benefi- 
[1  to  themfelves,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fig- 
his  approbation,  and  to  confirm  the  choice 
[y  had  made  of  Captain  Thomas  James,  to  go 
)n  this  expedition. 

Fam6s  was  univerfally  regarded  as  a  man  of  in- 

rity,  as  well  as  an  experienced  mariner  \  and 

fpquently  was  well  adapted  for  fuch  an  cnter- 

Beiides,  he  had  been  engaged  in  feme 

lern  voyages  j  and  it  was  fuppofcd,  that  he 
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united  local  knowledge  to  a  coafummate  per/ec« 
tion  in  the  nautic  art. 

As  a  large  (hip  would  have  been  more  diffi- 
cult to  managCf  in  luch  a  navigation,  than  a 
fmall  one»  James  oniy  deiired  a  veilei  of  feven* 
tv  tons  i  which  heing  equipped*  he  fell  down 
Briilol  Channel  on  the  3d  of  Mav  1631 ;  but 
meeting  with  contrary  winds,  took  ihelter  in 
Milford  Haven,  where  he  remained  feveral  days. 
A  fair  wind  fpringing  up,  he  took  the  advantage ; 
and  on  the  4th  of  June  arrived  in  fight  of  Green- 
land. 

Next  morning  he  wa»  encompaifed  with  ice, 
and  the  more  the  men  endeavoured  to  extricate 
themfelves  from  it,  the  more  they  were  entangl- 
ed. At  laft  they  made  fail  to  a  large  piece,  and 
endeavoured  to  repel  the  approach  of  the  others, 
in  which  attempt,  all  their  poles  were  broken. 
The  danger  hourly  increaled,  and  on  t)^  6th,  ' 
fuch  prodigious  fragments  of  ice  airaile4  *  them, 
that  the  ihip  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
cruibed  to  pieces ;  but,  by  fpreading  the  fails^ ' 
ihe  efcaped,  only  to  dafh  with  more  violence  on 
another  fragment,  which  daved  the  ihallop,  and 
at  firft  it  was  doubted,  if  the  ihip  had  not  ihared 
the  fame  fate. 

However,  by  launching  the  long  boat,  the 
parts  of  the  ihallop  were  recovered,  and  placed, 
on  the  deck ;  and  the  fiiip  made  her  way,  duringj 
a  perfed  ilorm,  through  fuch  impediments,  a$| 
every  moment  threatened  deilrudion. 

Being  near  the  moil  fouthern  point  of  Green^ 
land,  on  the  10th,  the  &a  being  very  rough,  and 
fome  pieces  of  ice  in  fight,  higher  than  th^ 
main  topmail,  the  long  boat  broke  from  m 
ilern|«nd  two  men  wer9  de^erat«|lr;,bruifei 
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In  trying  to  recover  it,  \iliich,  however,  t!!cy 
jffeaed. 

After  receiving  many  (hocks  from  the  moiti- 

tains  of  ice,  on  the  l/th,  at  night,  the  weather 

ras  fo  dark,  foggy,  and  levere,  that  they  w  re 

|n  the  momentary  expc6tation  of  beinff  dr-ihcd 

to  pieces;  and  the  fails  and  rigging  became  fttrf 

rithfroft.     When  morning  appeared,  the,  p?r- 

sived  the  Ifle  of  Refolution,  in  the  opening  of 

iudfon's  Straight,  and  endeavoured  to  double 

le  fouthern  point.    As  the  fogi  which  had  con- 

Inued  for  fome  days,  began   to  clear  up,  they 

rand  the  entrance  of  the  Straight  fi  led  with 

:c,  clofely  wedged  together  ^  and  in  att-inpfmg 

proceed,  they  were  faft  inclofed,  and  driven 

and  fro  with  it. 

£ar]/  on  the  20th,  having  doubled  the  intcnd- 
poiflt  of  Refolution,  the  wiffd  (hifting  to  the 
^eft,  drove  them,  together  with  the  ice,  towards 
^nd,  within  two  leagues  of  which,  they  met 
pth  nothing  but  fhort  breakers,  and  mafles  of 
aground,  at  the  depth  of  40  fathoms.  Both 
Ife  (hip  and  the  ice  were  whirled  round  and 
^und,  in  a  furpriiing  manner,  by  an  eddy  of 
le  fea ;  and  they  were  foon  met  by  a  (Irong 
»b,  m(hing  from  the  broken  grounds  of  the 
[and,  which  carried  them  through  innumera- 
meanders  among  rocks  and  ice.  To  prevent 
;mfelves  fi'om  being  driven  on  (liore  and  wreck- 
L  which  they  had  the  (Irongeit  reafon  to  dread, 
|ey  endeavoured  to  make  faft  to  a  piece  of  ice 
each  fide,  that  drew  about  ten  fathoms  water, 
dch  ferved  them  by  way  of  founding ;  being 
fituated,  that  one  or  the  other  muft  have  been 
(ven  aground  before  the  (liip. 
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This  expedient,  however,  appearing  infuflicient 
to  fecure  the  ihip,  the  boat  was  hoi  lied  out  in 
fearch  of  a  place  of  fafety,  among  the  rocks  j  but 
being  inftantly  inclofed,  the  men  were  obliged  to 
haul  her  upon  the  ice,  and  to  drag  her  from  piece 
to  piece.  Meanwhile  the  whirling  of  the  ice 
difengaged  the  ihip  from  her  two  fupportcrs, 
and  the  crew  were  obliged  to  make  iignals  for 
the  boat  to  return.  It  was  even  feared  ihe  had 
been  loft  with  one- third  of  the  crew ;  however, 
to  the  great  joy  of  the  company^  fhe  rejoined 
them. 

The  fliip  had  now  only  three  fathoms  water, 
and  lay  under  the  Ihelter  of  a  large  mafs  of  ice, 
which  was  aground ;  but  at  the  return  of  the 
tide,  the  floating  fragments  drove  with  fuch 
violence  againft  her  iides,  that  all  the  exertions 
of  the  men  w^ere«*equircd  to  keep  them  off.  At 
high  water,  their  bulwark  of  ice,  towards  the 
ihore,  floated  alfo,  and  left  them  expofed ;  but 
at  the  return  of  the  tide,  it  providentially  refum- '  1 
ed  its  ftation,  and  afibrded  them  flieltcr  again. 

After  a  repetition  of  attacks  from  the  ice,  and 
pafling  a  night  in  buftle  and  alarm,  amidft  fnow 
and  tempelt,  at  high  water  the  fliip  was  driven  on  | 
a  Iharp  rock,  where  flie  v.as  left  by  the  ebb  in  fuch  1 
a  pofture,  that  it  was  impoirible  the  men  could 
keep  their  footing  in  her.  Apprehending  ihe 
would  never  be  got  off,  the  crew  began  to  think 
of  another  world,  and  went  to  prayers  on  an 
adjoining  portion  of  ice.  Happily,  however,  asi 
the  tide  turned,,  to  their  inexpreliible  joy,  they] 
once  more  faw  the  fhip  afloat,  and  having  got! 
on  board,  they  laboured  with  all  their  might  to| 
extricate  her  from  a  vicinity  of  fuch  imminent! 
danger.    They  firft  tried  to  furrpund  themfelvesl 

withi 
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rith  ice,  as  being  mucli  lefs  dangerous  than  the 

^ocks.    They  were,   however,    obliged   to  hew 

^ne  piece  with  their  axes,  and  other  ftrong  in- 

'  ruraents,  for  fear  of  bein^  overfet  by  it. 

Captain  James  now  went  on  fhore  on  the  ice, 

^hich  formed  a  continued  footing  to  the  land, 

knd  having  ereded  a  beacon  of  Hones,  he  placed 

crofs  upon  it,  and  namt^d  it  the  harbour  op 

Iod's  providence.    At  low  water,  thofe  pieces 

lat  were  aground,  broke  with  a  thundering 

>ife. 

On  the  23d,  the  captain  and  fcire  of  his  men 
►ent  to  reconnoitre  the  eaft  part  of  the  illand, 
[here  he  climbed  up  a  high  ground,  to  fee  if 
could  poUibly  defcry  any  place  where  he  might 
ier  the  ihip  into  greater  fecurity. 
While  in  thefearch,  he  heard  a  dreadful  noife, 
lich  arofe  from  a  very  large  piece  of  ice  fplit- 
kg,  near  the  ihip,  into  four  pieces.  It  happened, 
[wever,  that  it  was  at  too  great  a  diflance  to  do 
manner  of  damage. 

?he  captain  now  fent  the  boat  into  a  cove  he 

dilcovered;  and  on  her  return,  unmoored 

ihip,  and  with  all  poiiible  expedition    varp- 

[her  away  from  the  ice  5  but  they  had  not  left 

ibovc  a  mile,  before  it  went  to  pieceii  in  fuch 

rible  ruin,  that  every  one  was  convinced,  the 

muil  have  inevitably  been  loil,  had  ihe 

lained  in  her  former  ftation. 

Having   entered  the   cove.    Captain    James 

[in  went  on  ihore;  and  difcovered  nothing 

broken  ground,  without  the  lea  It  vegetation 

iny  kind.     As  the  ice  yet  covered  the  pools, 

[fowls  were  to  be  expededj  nor  were  any 

lals  feen,  fave  a  few  foxes.     However,  there 

ilgns  of  fome  of  the  favages  having  lately 
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been  on  that  defolate  fpot  j  though  it  was  not 
eaiy  to  conjefture  what  had  brought  them  thi- 
ther. 

This  cove  received  the  appellation  of  Price's, 
from  the  matter  of  the  Ihip,  It  lies  in  6l  deg. 
24  min.  aorth  latitude  j  and  from  the  high  lands, 
Button's  Iflands  were  difcerned, 

A  frelh  gale  fpringing  up,  on  the  24th  they 
left  the  cov  j,  fleering  between  mountains  of , ice 
aground,  twice  as  high  as  the  topmaft  head, 
For  the  Ipace  of  a  league,  they  had  clear  w^ter, 
and  endeavoured  to  gain  the  north  fhore;'but< 
the  ice  was  fo  clofely  wedged  together,  that  they 
could  make  little  progrefs,  and  were  in  conllant 
danger.  The  weather  clearing  up  two  days  af- 
ter, they  had  clear  funlhine,  but  little  open  fea; 
and  the  nights  were  fo  cold  that  the  rigging 
froze, 

On  the  5th  of  July,  they  obferved  Salilburyi 
Illand,  Prince  Charles's;  Gape,  and  Mill  Iflandl 
but  to  the  norrh-well,  nothing  was  to  be  ktif 
but  ice }  which  gave  the  captain  the  greater  con^ 
cern,  as  he  began  to  be  fenfible  of  the  impraS'^| 
cability  of  prolecuting  his  diicoverjes  in  tha^ 
quarter  this  feafon. 

Hudfon's  Straights  are  about  one  hundred  anl 
twenty  leagues  long,  and  from  fifteen  to  twem 
leagues  broad.  The  north  ill  ore  is  the  clearej 
from  ice  j  but  the  navigation  is  endangered  bj 
many  low  iflaijds,  There  is  a  certain  tide,  l)i| 
no  current. 

On  account  of  the  ice,  as  already  mimtione) 
James  finding  it  impoiTible  to  advance  to  ii 
north-weftward,  on  the  lO'tli  of  July,  he  altera 
his  courfc,  and  ftood  for  Mansfield  Ifland,  whiij 
he  gained  fight  of  the  eufuing  day. 
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This  ifland  is  low  and  fteril  5  but  has  ponds  of 
|relli  water.    Here  the  crew  were  put  to  half 
lllowance  of  bread  -,  and  two  men  complained  of 
Jck Pi efs  J  but  foon  recovered.    The  ihlp  flood 
Iff  and  on  for  a  good  way  down  the  coalt,  but 
(ould  find  no  refrelhments,  fave  a  few  fowls. 
The  wind  proving  favourable,  on   the  18th 
\ty  made  for  the  weftern  land,  but  foon  be- 
ime  encompaffed  by  ice,  and  incommoded  by 
)gs.     For  three  fucceflive  days  they  were  clofe- 
immured  by  ice,  notwithftanding  they  hoift» 
all  their  fails,  and  the  wind  blew  hard. 
The  men  now,  for  the  firft  time,  began  to 
mrmer,  thinking  it  impoilible  to  advance  or 
fcede.    The  captain  encouraged  them  to  hope, 
every  perfuafive  argument  j  and,  to  keep  them 
fpirits,  made  them  drink  a  health  to  his  majef* 
on  the  ice,  while  the  fliip  ftuck  faft  without 
lan  on  board. 
I  James,  however,  began  to  feel  the  jiiftice  of 
;ir  fears,  and  took  the  necelfary  fteps  to  pro- 
le for  the  worll.     On  the   ift  of  Auguft,  the 
;  began  to  heave  a  little  j  and  on  the  3d  they 
Kerved  a  little  open  water  to  the  north-well- 
ird.  After  much  labour,  they  at  laft  got  difen- 
Igedj  and  on  the  11th  entered  the  Bay  of  Hub- 
[rd's  Hope. 

[Standing  to  the  fouthward,  while  it  was  hazy, 
2y  perceived  fonje  breakers  ahead  5  and  en- 
kivGuring  to  clear  them,  ftruck  on  the  rocks, 
^ile  their  f{|ils  were  flying,  and  a  frefh  gale 
)win54  Every  hand  was  immediately  employ-? 
in  furling  the  fails;  and  two  or  three  heavy- 
Is  heaved  the  fhip  over  the  rocks,  when  they 
^cacd  every  infant  to  go  to  the  t)Ottoin. 

Oft 
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On  the  20th  they  came  to  an  anchor  off  a 
point  of  land,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of 
the  New  Principality  of  South  Wales.  •  Next 
day  a  ftorm  arofe,  in  which  they  had  nearly  loft 
their  anchor ;  and  feveral  of  the  men  were  dan- 
geroufly  bruifed  by  the  dafhing  of  the  fliip.  ^  The 
gunner's  foot,  being  entangled  in  the  cable,  was 
wrung  off  at  the  ankle,  and  the  mafter  narrowly 
efcaped  breaking  his  leg. 

On  the  27th  they  anchored  in  five  fathoms  wa- 
ter, near  a  high  land,  when  the  captain  fent  off 
the  boat,  well  manned  and  armed,  with  inftnic- 
tions  to  return  before  fun-fet.  Night,  however, 
approached,  and  no  news  of  the  boat.  This 
gave  the  captain  the  greateft  uneaiinefs.  He 
began  to  fufpe6t  that  the  crew  was  either  loft,  or 
had  fallen  a  prey  to  the  favages.  The  prol'pe^ 
of  thofe  on  board  was  as  dreadful  as  imagination  *] 
can  form  5  there  were  not  hands  enough  on  board 
to  weigh  the  anchor,  or  manage  the  fails  j  but 
at  length,  to  the  lively  joy  of  all,  the  boat  re- 
turned j  and  the  crew  excufed  their  long  abfence, 
by  declaring  that  a  fudden  ebb  had  obliged  theni^ 
to  wait  the  return  of  the  tide.  They  reported < 
that  they  had  difcovered  the  tra6t8  of  deer  andi 
bears,  and  had  feen  many  fowls,  fome  of  which] 
they  killed;  that  a  coufiderable  quantity  of 
wood  was  growing  on  the  land  j  but  that  they 
had  been  able  to  difcover  no  traces  of  inhabit*! 
ants. 

Two  days  after,  a  ftiip  was  difcovered  aboutj 
four  leagues  to  the  leeward,  which  proved  to 
a   kioflr's  frigate,  commanded  by  Captain  Fon 
The  ufual  falutes  were  exchanged.    This  veffd 
had  failed  on  difcoveries  in  the  fpring  of  l63lj 
and  had  traced  all  the  weftera  bays  difcoverel 
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former  navigators^  She  returned  in  1633, 
id  the  captain  publiihed  a  pompous  detail  of 
is  difcoveriesj  but  his  narrative  was  never 
^uch  regarded. 

Captain  Fox  and  fome  of  his  officers  paid  his 
Mother  adventurers  a  viiit  on  board  j  and  next 
)rning  failed  to  the  fouth^weft.  Thofe  who  have 
it  in  perilous  and  unexpected  fituations,  will 
beft  able  to  appretiate  the  pleafure  of  this  in- 
rview. 

?o  return  to  Captain  James.     On  the  3d  of 
>tember  he  flood  in  for  the  fhore,  and  arrived 
a  cape,  to  which  he  gave  the  appellation  of 
[nrietta  Maria,  from  the   queen.     Next  day 
\y  encountered  a  violent  ftorm  of  wind,  light- 
Ig,  fnow,  and  rain.    The  fea  ran  mountains 
(h,   waftied  over  the  deck,  poured  into  the 
I,  and  forced  its  way  into  the  bread-room, 
jre  it  fpoiled  the  greatell  part  of  the  provi- 
is.    This  dreadful  hurricane  continued  with 
)ated  violence  till  the  5th  in  the  evening, 
fhey  made  an-ifland,  which  the  captain  named 
Wefton  s,  on  the  10th.     It  lies  in  latitude 
leg.  5  min.  north.     Standing  to  the  eaftward, 
next  day  came  to  another,  on  which  they 
[d  neither  vegetable  nor  animal, 
p  the  12th,  in  the  morning,  the  wind  blow- 
lard,  the  fhip  was  negligently  run  upon  the 
3,  and  a  wreck  appearing   inevitable,  the 
mter's  tools  and  fome  other  neceffaries  were 
[on  ihore.    In  the  meanwhile  they  endea- 
;d  to  lighten*  the  veiTel,  by  ftaving  the  wa- 
[<ks,  and  throwing  fome  heavy  articles  over- 
but  after  continuing  five  hours  ttriking 
itly  on  the  rocks,  to  the  aflonifliaient  of 
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all,  fhe  gdt  off,  though  in  a  \try  leaky  condi- 
tion. 

It  was  >now  rcfolved  to  lleer  towards  the  hot. 
torn  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  to  explore  a  paifage  intoi 
the  river  of  Canada ;  and,  in  cafe  of  failure,  to 
winter  on  the  main  land,  -v^'hich  was  preferable  | 
to  a  rocky  and  infular  ftation. 

Another  ftOrm  overtook  them  on  the  14th,  ii 
which  the  ihallop  was  totally  loft.  The  Ihip  haj 
now  only  one  boat  left,  and  that  in  a  very  crazj 
condition.  During  the  continuance  of  this  dread  I 
fill  viiitation,  every  one  thought  of  preparifl[ 
for  death  j  but  that  Providence,  which  had  i^ 
often  (aved  them>  again  was  conspicuous  in  the| 
behalf. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  thev  anchored  ^J 
the  Earl  of  Briftors  Illand ;  and,  while  in  tii 
place,  the  carpenter  repaired  the  boat,  and 
captain  went  on  Ihore,  but  found  n^t  the  le 
veftige  of  a  human  creature  kver  having  bctj 
there  before.    And  now,  finc(ing  that  the 
feemed  to  be  fixed  in  a  northerly  point,  fo 
Hudfon*s  Bay  was  not  to  be  reached,  they  be 
to  look  outforfome  other  more  convenient  wj 
tering  place.    Some  named  Port  NeMbn; 
the  Captain  objc6i^ed  to  this,  not  only  on  accoJ 
of  the  danger  of  the  place  itfeijF^^^t  the  dil 
culty  of  reaching  it  through  tne  ice.  ^I^or 
reafon  he  determined  to  look  out  for  fotoc 
venient  creek  to  the  fouthward. 

After  landing  at  different  places,,  where] 
thing  but  famine  ftared  them  in  the  face, 
at  laft  reached  Charlton  Ifland,  on  the  7i\ 
O6lober,  when  it  fnowed  ib^violcntly,  that 
were  forced  to  clear  the  deck%f th  fliovels  ,* 
the  fnow  freezing  over  eveiy  part  of  the 
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ide  her  refemblc  a  m^fs  of  ice.    Next  day  the 

ihone  bright,  but  had  no  effedt.    Indeed  the 

Id  was  now  fo  intenfe,  that  fcarcely  any  thing 

Id  be  preferved  from  freezing,  even  by  the 

iide,  and  the  fails  became  ufelefs.    The 

It,  with  great  difficulty,  reached  the  ihor^ ; 

the  captain  feeing  the  winter  fet  in  fo  faft^ 

(ered  wood  to  be  cut  down  and  carried  on 

krd. 

laving  laid  In  as  ample  a  fupplyofwood  as 
ihip  would  contain,  ihe  iick  were  defirous 
iving  a  hut  erected  for  them  on  ihore, 
they  might  the  fooner  recover  their  health, 
ring  £xed  on  a  convenient  fpot,  the  carpen- 
ind  others  were  fet  to  work  on  the  buildings 
inwbile*  the  captain^  with  fome  attendants^ 
(ed  the  ifland  in  quefl  of  inhabitants,  but 
^d  none ;  and  returned  exhauiied  with  their 
Is  through  the  fnow. 
the  13th,  fome  of  the  men  defired  leave  to 
fe  the  country  $  which  being  granted,  they 
furniihed  with  amunltion,  and  Uriddy  en- 
not  to  feparate.  They  had  it  alio  in 
(e  to  look  out  for  fome  convenient  harbour. 
ier0iip.  On  the  fecond  day  they  returned 
a  fmall,  lean  deer>  and  reported  that  they 
;en  feveral  more,  but  no  £gns  of  any  ra- 
inhabitants,  nor  any  port.  In  this  excur- 
iey  fpent  a  night  in  the  woods,  where  they 
ilmou  periihed  with  cold, 
after,  the  lieutenant  and  five  more  ob- 
leave  to  try  their  fortune  in  travelling 
the  iiland;  but  though  they  wandered  a 
[way,  and  ftaid  out  all  night,  they  retnrn- 
]thout  having  found  any  provifioi»;  and 
Werfe,  they  loft  the  gunner's  mate. 

#  Thit 
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This  unfortunate  man,  being  weary  with  walk- 
ing, attempted  to  crofs  a  lake,  that  was  appa- 
rently frozen  over,  to  fave  himfelf  the  trouble 
of  going  round  j  but  having  reached  the  middle, 
the  ice  broke,  and  he  was  feen  no  more. 

It  now  began  to  fnow  with  fuch  continued  fe- 
verity,  that  the  boat  could  fcarcely  land,  and 
the  men  were  obliged  to  wade  through  thick 
congealed  water.  To  obviate  this  inconvenience, 
the  captain  fet  the  carpenter  to  conftru6t  a  boat 
or  fledge,  that  might  be  drawn  on  the  ice,  and 
ufed  alio  where  there  was  water.  He  Ukewifc 
encouraged  his  men  to  make  traps  to  catch  foxes, 
fome  of  which  were  daily  feen  j  and  as  they  had 
feen  party-coloured  ones,  he  concluded  ther? 
were  black  foxes  alfo,  whofe  furs  he  fuppofec 
were  valuable. 

Captain  James  now  took  the  latitude  of  tli 
ifland,  which  he  found  to  be  52  deg.  nortli 
Thus,  notwithftanding  the  dreadful  feverity  c 
the  climate,  this  iiland  is  nearly  in  the  latitud 
jd{  London. 

The  hut  took  fire  on  the  12th,  but  was  extin 
guifhed  without  much  damage  5  however, 
accident  made  them  ufe  care  and  vigilance  i. 
future.    The  weather  being  uncommonly  fevei 
the  captain  ilaid  on   Ihore  till   the  17th,  a 
when  he  went  on  board,  he  found  the  fhip  fixi 
and  entrrely  incrufted  with  ice,  to  the  very  ri| 
ging.    His  reflexions  were  now  gloomy  enougl 
he  had  neither  the  hopes  of  living  the  velf 
nor  the  probable  aflurance  of  bfeing  long  able 
endure  the  extremities  to  which  they  were 
duced. 

On  the  22d,  the  gunner,  who  had  previoi!| 
loH  his  leg  by  an  accident^  paid  the  debt  of 
.  2  -     t 
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Itnre.  In  iuch  a  climate  it  was  impoffible  for  a 
round  to  heal :  the  plaifter  froze  over  it,  and 
lough  he  was  lodged  with  all  the  care  that  cir- 
rnmftances  would  permit,  and  guarded  from  the 
:old,  a  bottle  of  fack,  with  which  he  was  indulg- 
ed, froze  at  his  bed's  head. 
Next  evening,  the  captain  and  all  on  board 
rere  alarmed  by  feveral  pieces  of  ice  driving 
fgainft  the  hawfer,  which  ftrained  it  conlider- 
Ibly.  In  this  dilemma  the  crew  tired  tignals  of 
fittrefs,  but  thofe  on  fhore  were  unable  to  render 
Iiem  any  afliftance.  The  ice,  however,  being 
fut  newly  congealed,  was  at  laft  broken  through, 
id  in  a  few  hours  difappeared. 
To  prevent  accidents,  the  captain  ordered  all' 
[is  men  on  board  ;  and  with  much  pain  and  dif- 
[culty  they  reached  the  ihip.  It  was  now  re- 
)lved  to  run  her  aground,  to  preferve  her  as 
)ng  as  poUible.  This  refolution  being  taken,  a 
irt  of  the  bread,  and  a  barrel  of  beef  were  land* 
and  all  the  other  ftores,  with  the  powder, 
ire  carried  into  the  great  cabin.  The  Ihip  being 
|ivcn  wi  Ihore,  continued  to  beat  with  much 
lolence,  though  fhe  was  bedded  in  fand  j  on 
Jhich  the  captain  ordered  a  hole  to  be  bored  in 
tr  bottom,  and  in  fix  hours  the  water  roie  to 
[oh  an  height,  that  it  was  momentarily  expected 
would  open,  and  break  in  pifeces  j  but  after 
Iving  beat  off  her  rudder,  which  was  loft,  ihe 
[gan  to  fettle.  The  captain  and  crew  had 
ich  difficulty  to  reach  the  ibore  j  and  when 
ty  landed,  they  were  fo  altered  by  fatigue,  and 
incruftation  of  ice,  that  they  could  fcarcely 
cognize  each  others  faces, 
laving  reached  their  folitary  abode,  they  kin- 
^d  a  good  fire,  and  regaled  themfelves  witb 
'ot.III.  ^      C  bread 
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bread  and  melted  fnow.  Their  forlorn  Situation 
neceifarily  engaged  their  thoughts,  and  each  was 
defired  to  fpeak  his  fentiments  with  freedom. 
The  carpenter  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
ihip  was  irrecoverably  loft,  but  Captain  James 
thought  otherwife ;  and  in  a  fpeech,  fraught 
with  piety  and  manly  fortitude,  encouraged  his 
people  to  keep  up  their  fpirits,  in  the  hopes  of 
yet  reaching  their  native  land  ',  but  adding,  that 
if  Providence  had  deftined  them  to  end  their 
days  where  they  were,  they  were  ftill  as  near 
heaven  as  in  England.  On  this  Providence,  that 
had  fo  often  faved  them,  he  encouraged  them  to 
rely ;  and  fuggefted,  that  if  the  fhip  were  loft,  a 
pinnace  might  be  made  out  of  the  wreck. 

The  carpenter  gave  his  aflurance,  that  no  in* 
duftry  of  his  ftiould  be  wanting  to  extricate  them 
from  their  prefent  difGculties,  and  the  men  all 
joined  in  offering  their  moft  adive  fervices  to  af- 
Hft  him.  Captain  James  returned  them  ell  his 
due  thanks,  and  promifed  conliderable  rewards 
to  fuch  as  were  moft  ufeful  and  induftrious. 

Next  morning,  the  captain  got  the  furgeon  to 
cut  oflf  his  hair  iliort,  which  became  extremely 
troublefome,  from  the  icicles  conftantly  attached 
to  it.  The  crew  having  followed  his  example, 
prepared  for  work. 

The  firft  obje6t  was  to  get  the  clothes  and  pro- 
vifions  on  fiiore.  It  would  be  painful  to  record 
all  the  miferies  they  endured  in  this  difficult  fer- 
vice.  After  fecuring  the  beft  part  of  the  necef-j 
faries  on  {hip  board,  their  next  care  M'as  to  ftov' 
them  fafely  on  Ihore,  and  to  provide  lodgings  foj 
the  accommodation  of  the  crew  durin  g  the  me 
lancholy  feafon  they  had  to  remain  th<  re,  Tw^ 
houiieg  were  eredea,  each  twenty  feet  fquare, 


JAMES  8  VOYAGE*  15 

[trees,  in  the  moft  convenient  fpot ;  and  a  ftore- 
loufe  was  built  at  a  little  diftance,  to  prevent 
iccidents  from  fire.  Every  precaution  was  taken 
Eo  render  thefe  apartments  as  commodious  and 
Comfortable  as  poflible,  and  to  fence  againft  the 
jTeverity  of  the  climate. 

Though  they  laboured  with  inceflant  applica- 

ion,  it  was  impoflible  to  remove  all  their  ftores 

rom  the  ihip,  before  the  cold  increafed  to  fuch 

degree,  that  every  thing  became  immoveable, 

\d  the  men  were  unable  to  venture  out. 

On  the  21ft  of  December,  the  rigours  of  the 

)ld  confined  them  within  5   but  on  the  23d, 

ley  fet  out  with  a  view  of  getting  the  boat  on 

»ore,  which  had  been  dug  out  of  the  ice.     Be- 

[re  noon,  fuch  a  thick  fog  came  on,  that  it 

IS  with  extreme  diflSculty  they  could  find  their 

ly,  or  keep  together.  The  darknefs  was  deeper 

m  that  of  niglit.     At  laft,  they  were  all  reaf- 

inbled  at  the  houfe ;  but  in  the  moft  miferable 

indition  imaginable.     Some  of  the  men  were 

ivered  with  large  blifters,  proceeding  from  too 

[ftily  approaching  the  fire,  after  being  expof- 

to  the  cold  J  and  all  were  much  froft-bitten. 

[The  well  being  now  completely  frozen  up, 

)w  water  was  of  neceflity  ufed,  both  for  drink- 

and  drefling  victuals.     The  infalubrity  of 

[s  was  fooh  perceptible.    The  captain,  how- 

^r,  recoUeding  that  he  had  feen  a  fpring  in 

vicinity,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  fent  fome  men 

try  to  discover  it,  which  they  happily  did  ; 

"  had  the  pleafure  to  fiod  that  it  always  ran 

[h  a  full  ftream,  and  was  never  frozen  fo  hard« 

that  the  ice  might  be  broken. 

it  this  time,  all  the  fack,  vinegar,  oil,  and 

kind  of  liquid  had  become  one  folid  mafs, 

,  C  2  and 
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^nd  were  only  to  be  broken  by  force ;  nor  could 
they  be  kept  in  a  fluid  Hate  at  the  diftance  0/  a 
yard  from  the  fire. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  year,  the 
fnow  fell  fo  thick,  that  it  reached  near  the  height 
of  the  roof  of  the  houfe.  The  men  were,  there- 
fore, obliged  to  cut  a  paflage  through  it ;  and  to 
keep  that  paflage  clear,  by  daily  llioveliing  away 
the  freih  fallen  fnow.  When  this  confolidated, 
it  afforded  what  was  denominated  the  captain's 
gallery  and  fick  men's  walk,  the  furface  of  it 
being  a  yard,  at  leall,  above  the  level  of  the 
ground. 

The  cold  now  became  intolerably  fharp.  The 
atmofphere  being  full  of  vapours,  made  the  fun 
and  moon  appear  of  an  oblong  figure,  when  near 
the  horizon.  On  the  31  ft  of  January,  the  % 
was  fo  clear,  that  Captain  James  could  perceive, 
or  Imagined  he  perceived,  two-thirds  more  ftars 
than  ever  he  had  feen  before  j  but  the  moon  ril- 
ing before  midnight,  three  parts  of  them  weiJ 
loll  in  her  luftre. 

The  Tea  freezes  over  every  night,  two  or  three 
inches  thick.    The  half  flood  generally  breaks 
this  congelation,  and  drives  the  flakes  over  eacli 
other,  which  immediately  coalefce  ',  and  by  thi 
means,  the  ice,  in  a  few  hours,  becomes  live  or  | 
fix  feet  thick ;  and  the  number  of  flakes  aiiii 
fields  of  ice  are  increafed  to  that  degree,  that  ik 
fea  is  entirely  filled  with  them,  and  the  watei 
cools  more  and  more  every  day,  till  at  laft  it  be 
comes  almoft  infupportable.     As  a  proof  of  this, 
when  Captain  James's  people  waded  in  the  fe 
during  the  month  of  December,  and  the  watei 
froze  on  their  legs,  they  did  not  feel  it  {o  fciiii 
}>ly  as  in  the  month  of  June, 
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In  the  month  of  February,  that  word  pcft  of 
lariners,  the  fcurvy,  began  to  make  its  appear- 
ance.   Its  difmal  cffe6t8  were  foon  bitterly  felt 
>y  thcfe  unhappy  men.  They  bled  at  the  month, 
[heir  gums  were  fwoUen,  and  fometimes  black 
md  putrid,  and  all  their  teeth  were  loofe.    In  a 
rord,  their  mouths  were  fo  much  adeded,  that 
ley  could  no  longer  maflicate  their  ufual  food. 
Some  complained  of  ihooting  pains  in   the 
^ad,  others  in  the  breaft ;  fome  felt  a  weaknefs 
their  reins,  others  had  pains  in  their  thight 
id  knees,  and  the  legs  of  feveral  fwelled.    The 
irgeon  was  a  man  of  the  moil  amiable  charac* 
r,  and  endeavoured  to  alleviate  the  diftreiles  of 
le  crew  by  every  known  art ;  and  made  ufe  of 
kme  expedients  which  the  novelty  of  the  iitu- 
pon  fuggef^ed.    But,  notwithftanding  all  his 
re,  two- thirds  of  the  company  were  under  his 
[hds,  and  yet  were  obliged  to  labour  hard, 
Ithout  fhoes  to  their  feet, 
[n  the  open  air  the  cold  was  almoil  infupport- 
le ',  no  clothes  being  proof  againft  it,  nor  any 
jrcife  fufficient  to  keep  up  the  natural  warmth, 
froze  the  eye-lafhes,  lb  that  it  was  impoffible 
[fee  J  and  the  difficulty  of  refpiration  became 
reme,  from  the  coldnefs  of  the  air.     In  the 
)ds,  the  cold  was  fomewhat  lefs  fevere,  yet 
the  men  were  affiided  with  chilblains  on 
^r  faces,  hands,  and  feet.    Even  withinfide 
houfe,  every  thing  was  frozen,  and  hung  full 
:icles.    The  bedding  was  quite  ftiff,  and  co- 
jd  with  hoar  froft,  though  the  beds  were  al- 
~  clofe  to  the  fire.    The  water,  in  which  the 
foaked  the  fait  meat,  within  doors^  froze 
lin  three  feet  of  the  fire.     But  during  the 
itj  when  the   fire  was    negle6ted^  all  wag 

C  ;ji  frozea 


18 


JAMES  S   VOTAGEi 


/   ]" 


fr»zen  into  one  lump  in  four  hours  time.  When 
afterwards  the  cook  Ibaked  the  meat  in  a  copper 
kettle,  clofc  to  the  fire,  to  prevent  it  from  freez- 
ing, the  fide  near  the  fire  was  found  to  be  warm, 
while  the  oppofite  fide  was  frozen  an  inch  thick. 

Such  are  the  general  traits  of  a  winter  in  thU 
inhofpitable  climate.  To  enumerate  all  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  each  individual  of  Captain  Jameft*s» 
company  would  be  impo0ible  j  for  every  day 
was  a  period /of  fuffering.  During  the  whole 
winter,  they  did  not  catch  above  a  dozen  foxes 
fome  of  which  were  dead  in  the  traps  long  be- 
fore they  were  difcovered,  and  therefore  ufeiefs ; 
but  whenever  one  was  taken  alive,  he  was  boil- 
ed to  make  broth  for  the  fick,  and  the  fiefli  was 
likewife  appropriated  for  their  ufe.  A  very  fevv 
white  partridges  were  alfo  procured. 

The  ift  of  April,  being  Eaftcr-day,  was  folem- 
nized  in  a  religious  manner.    Both  that  and  the 
two  fucceeding  days  were  exceflively  fevere,  fo 
that  the  company  were  confined  within,  and , 
employed  themfelves  in  reafoning  on  their  fitii- 
ation  and  profpe6ts.   The  carpenter  had  for  forae 
time  been  fo  feeble,  from  iilnefs,  that  he  war 
obliged  to  be  led  to  his  work,  which  he  had  fc- 
duloufly  forwarded  as  long  as  able.    But  he  was  | 
now  incapable  of  farther  exertion  :  feveral  more 
were  in  the  fame  fituation ;  others  were  very  in- 
firm ;  and  of  the  whole  crew,  only  five  could  est 
their  ordinary  allowance. 

The  feafbn  of  the  year,  on  which  all  their 3 
hopes  depended,  came  on  apace  5  and  yet  the  coldj 
was  little  abated,    The  pinnace,  notwithftandj 
ing  the  painful  lal^ours  of  the  carpenter,  was  unj 
finifhed;  and  they  aJl  fuppofed  that  the  fliij 
mull  be  irrecoverably  lofi.    In  Ihort^  after  a  n 
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ricty  of  opinions  were  given  as  to  the  mode  of 
heir  future  proceedings)  and  many  refie£tions 
lad  pafied  on  their  prefent  mifery,  the  captain 
ifolved,  that  it  would  be  mod  advifable  to  at* 
;mpt  to  clear  the  fhip  as  foon  as  the  weatiier 
rould  permit.    Accordingly,  the  men  who  were 
|ble,  began  with  bars  and  ihovcls  to  dig  the  ice, 
nd  to  lay  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  a  bar- 
Icado  round  her,  to  prevent  her  from  being 
molly  overfet  by  floating  ice. 
The  J 6th  of  April  was  one  of  the  moft  plea- 
^ntdays  they  had  feen.     They  cleared  the  fhip's 
5ck  ot  fnow  J  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  dif- 
)ver  the  anchor.    On  the  19th,  the  weather 
IS  fo  much  meliorated,  that  the  mafler  and 
ro  others  requefted  permiflion  to  fleep  on  board, 
It  they  might  be  removed  from  the  groans 
|d  lamentations  of  their  lick  companions. 
~"he  greateft  part  of  April  was  fpent  in  ftop- 
ig  the  leaks  of  the  ihip^  and  repairing  her 
ier  damages.     In  freeing  her  from  ice  and 
^w,  the  men  laboured  with  fuch  alacrity  and 
fcefs,  that  by  the  28th  the  pumps  were  fet 
On  the  29th  it  rained,  which  was  a  day 
[joy,  as  it  afforded  a  certain  indication  that  the 
Iter  was  beginning  to  break.    The  two  fol- 
ding days  were  very  fevere  ;  but  the  late  rain 
given  the  men  fuch  fpirits,  that  they  fat  round 
fire  on  May  eve,  and  amuled  themfelves 
h  chuling  miftrelTes,  and  wearing  their  names 
[heir  caps. 

.he  thaw  increafing,  on  the  4th  of  May  fome 
les  and   geefe  made  their  appearance ;  but 
igh  the  captain  and  furgeon  wearied  them- 
es in  trying  to  kill  fome  for  the  ufe  of  the 
they  returned  without  fuccefs. 

On 
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On  the  9th,  they  heaved  out  of  the  hold  fbUf 
butts  of  beer,  and  one  of  cyder,  which  had  kept 
in  great  perfe6lion  under  the  water.  Same  day 
they  recovered  five  barrels  of  beef  and  pork ; 
and  by  fuccelfive  efforts,  procured  other  ufeful 
articles,  fuch  as  flioes,  which  were  extremely 
wanted. 

Some  days  were  now  employed  in  refitting  the 
ihip,  in  which  they  could  find  no  vifible  defe£i ; 
and,  therefore,  they  hoped  ihe  might  be  righted. 

The  fick  increafed  in  number,  and  their  difor- 
ders  in  malignity.     Attempts  to  procure  them 
refreihments  of  fowl  had  hitherto  been  vain; 
and  now  the  captain  ordered  a  fmall  plot  of 
ground  to  be  fown  with  peas,  in  hopes  of  having 
forae  green  vegetables.    To  the  great  grief  of 
all  the  crew,  William  Cole,  the  carpenter,  died 
on  the  18th.     He  was  a  man  much  beloved,  and 
of  great  Acill  in  his  profelfion.     He  had  nearly 
completed  a  pinnace  of  twelve  or  thirteen  tons  J; 
burden,  in  cafe  the  ftiip  ihould  prove  nnfervice-  y 
able.    He  had  exhaufted  himfelf  for  the  benefit 
of  others.     As  the  mafter  was  returning  from  his 
funeral  obfequies,  he  difcovered  the  body  of  tk 
gunner  under  the  gun  room  ports  j  though  bf 
had  been  committed  to  the  fea  at  a  confiderabie 
diftance.    The  corpfe  had  no  difagreeable  fmell, 
and  the  flelh  flipped  up  and  down  upon  thfj 
bones  like  a  glove      He  was  now  interred  by  ih 
fide  of  the  carpenter. 

Towards  the  end  of  May  the  weather  becara 
Very  hot  by  day,  and  there  were  fymptoms  of  tlif 
ice  parting.  Joy  now  appeared  in  every  couni 
tenance ;  and,  as  if  Heaven  had  ordered  thsj 
their  hopes  fhould  not  be  daflied,  the  rudder  va 
accidentally  found;  and  brought  on  board.    Al 
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•turned  thanks  to  the  Supreme,  for  his  gracious 
^rote6tion. 
The  fea  being  pretty  clear  between  the  fhip 
id  the  fhore,  on  the  30th  they  launched  their 
)at.  Next  day  they  found  fome  green  leaves 
vetches,  which  they  boiled  for  the  fick  j  and 
ideed,  almoft  all  might  have  come  under  this 
?fcription  ;  for,  except  the  captain  and  another, 
)t  a  man  could  eat  fait  provifions. 
Thefe  vetches,  however,  proved  a  wonderful 
jftorative  5  and  in  a  ihort  time,  by  uling  them 
|cely,  in  all  forms  of  diet,  thofe  who  had  not 
?en  able  to  ftir  for  many  weeks,  took  a  part  in 
^e  duty  of  the  Ihip. 

[About  the  middle  of  June  the  weather  became 
hot,  that  the  men  took  to  bathing.  Infects 
^ame  numerous  and  tormenting,  particularly 
ilketoes.  Thefe  revived,  with  the  hot  weather, 
^m  the  torpidity  in  which  they  had  lain  during 
bmmal  feafon,  and  covered  the  earth  in  im- 
ife  varieties. 

[aving  previoully  dug  the  fand  from  the  fi^es . 

the  ihip,  and  fufficiently  lightened  her,  they 

fk  the  advantage  of  fome  high  tides  j  and  once 

we  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  her  fwim  in  deep 

Iter. 

'he  captain  having  caufed  a  very  large  tree  to 

formed  into  a  crols,  affixed  to  it  the  piftures 

'ing  Charles  I.  and  his  queen,  clofely  wrapped 

(ead,  fo  as  to  be  defended  from  the  external 

and  between  the  effegies,  placed  the  fubfe- 

[nt  infcription  :    "  Charles,  King  of  England, 

Hand,  France,  and  Ireland,  aUb  of  Newfound- 

I,  and  the  territories  to  the  weft  ward,  as  far 

fJew  Albion,  and  northward,  to  the  latitude 

fo  deg.  &c."    On  the  outiide  of  the  lead  he 
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ceffaries  on  board,  ^f  ";\igheft  eminence  of 
an  attendant,  "'"^^o  the  hig    ^^^^_  ^^^„^^  j, 

the  ifland,  on  which  was  ?  '°  '^  ^aation  that 
watch  tower,  to  ^'"dle  a  «re^  "  Y  ^^^  „eigh- 
if  there  were  any  h«tnan  being  4-4. 

bouring  f  "-i^^S  hl"o  vifit  them,  and 
ine  fignal ;  and  enable  mm  captain  was 

ibfabf  fome  intelhgence^  ^^is  attendant  raOiW , 
cUmbmg  up  the ^''^'^^^^T to  windward,  which' 
fet  fire  to  fome  1°*  "^,..  and  the  conflagra 
immediately  were  in  » J'fi^\,.ith  fach  rapidity, 
tion  fpread  from  ree  "  "^"^^-^ffi^^Hy  in  quitting 
that  the  captain  had  fo™*;"^"  fj  root  of  the 
his  Ration,  latere  the  fireja^«  leaped  oft 

tree,  and  a'^^a"""?  "LPrS  d°wn  the  hilli 
and  ran  with  t^'^/^'rhLi  fo  dofely.  that  M 
but  the  fire  P«'^"^''^Aeen  ineffeaual.    Every 
fpeed  had  like  to  have  ^-ff"  '"g*^  „ees,  the  mold 
tSing  being  dried  to   '"/J'^^^fl^me  ran  along 

caught  in  an  'f  »°V,\„Xd  beet.  laid, 
the  ground  as  if  a  tram  naa  ^^^  ^        a 

--  Early  next  morning  the  po         ^^^^^^  ^^^j^jJ 
on  board,  and  t^^'^P^^^^^'^lrforthe  conflagration] 
fent  to  examine  the  P^f  ^^^  J^^ding,  with  hor 
It  was  foon.P^^f'^te  northward  and  weft  ward 
rid  devaftation,  to  the  nortnw  1 

A  perfon  was  left  to  watch  it ,  aua  ^^^ J 
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ration  was  made  to  fave  the  materials  on  fhorc, 
in  cafe  it  lliould  take  the  diredion  of  the  houfes 
and  the  Ihip.  About  noon,  the  wind  having 
fliifted,  the  fentinel  returned  out  of  breath,  with 
the  alarming  news,  that  the  fire  was  clofe  at  his 
heels.  All  was  now  buftlc  and  aftivity.  The 
fire  advanced  towards  them  with  a  terrible  noifej 
being  a  full  mile  in  breadth  j  and  fcarcely  had 
they  time  to  remove  the  laft  articles  of  value 
from  their  town,  as  they  termed  it,  before  the 
flame  laid  hold  of  it,  and  foon  laid  it  in  aihes. 
JThe  wind  then  Ibifted  to  another  quarter,  con- 
(fuming  all  before  it. 

The  men  being  all  fafe  on  bonrd,  returned 
Ithanks  to  Heaven,  with  great  folemnity,  for 
[their  deliverance  from  the  devouring  element, 
jore  dreadful  than  the  feas  and  ftorms. 
A  few  days  after,  the  bay  was  quite  clear  of 
Ice,  and  the  climate  began  to  prove  very  unwhole- 
[ome.  The  heat  of  the  fun,  refle6ted  from  a 
fandy  foil,  was  almoft  infupportable  5  yet,  fo  fud- 
ien  was  the  tranlition  from  one  extreme  to  an- 
other, that  ice,  an  inch  thick,  covered  every  pool 
[t  night. 

On  the  1ft  of  July,  the  captain  had  the  fhip 
lecorated  in  the  beft  manner  circumftances 
'ould  allow.  After  which  he  prepared  a  brief 
[atement  of  their  paft  toils,  and  future  inten- 
jons;  with  a  reqneft,  that  in  cafe  they  iliould 
:rifh,  this  memorial  of  their  labours  might  be 
lade  public  by  any  adventurers  who  might 
fuch  there.  This  notification  he  fent  afliore 
[ith  much  formality,  ordering  it  to  be  afHxed  to 
le  crofs,  which  being  furrounded  by  a  fandy, 
^ril  foil,  had  efcaped  the  conflagration. 

This 
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This  done,  they  afcended  the  highcft  hills, 
and  found  that  the  fire  had  fpread  about  fixteen 
miles  to  the  weftward*,  and  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  ifland. 

As  the  captain  was  walking  along  the  beach, 
in  the  evening,  he  difcovered  an  herb  refembling 
fcurvy  grafs,  of  which  having  gathered  and  boil- 
ed fome,  it  was  founa  a  moft  agreeable  food. 
A  confiderable  quantity  was  coUefted  after  fup* 
per,  on  purpofe  to  carry  away  with  them. 

Airembling  to  take  a  laft  view  of  the  graves 
of  their  companions,  they  left  the  fpot  with  the 
feelings  of  nature,  and  the  hopes  of  never  morcj 
fetting  a  foot  on  the  ifland. 

We  ought  to  remark,  that  ar6lic  trees,  fuch  as! 
fpruce  and  juniper,  fome  low  Ibrubs  and  mol's 
were  the  principal  vegetable  produ6tions  of  the 
place  ;  nor  did  it  appear,  at  the  moft  favourable 
feafon,  to  abound  in  any  ufefiil  animals  or  fowls. 
On  the  2d  of  July  they  ftood  for  Danby  Illand, 
to  take  in  more  wood,  and  to  be  ready  to  feizej 
the  firft  fair  wind.  The  Ihip  appeared  in  toler- 
able repair,  the  men  in  as  good  health  as  couldj 
be  expeded ;  and  a  confiderable  flock  of  provi- 
fions  was  ttill  remaining. 

(3n  their  arrival  at  Danby  Ifland,  fome  of  thcl 
people  difcovered  flakes  driven  into  the  ground! 
which  evidently  appeared  to  have  been  pointed| 
by  fome  tool.  This  gave  the  captain  hopes  thatj 
fome  natives  might  be  found  j  but  none  exilled 
or  could  be  traced  out. 

From  the  5th  to  the  22d,  they  were  dreadfulljj 
cmbarralfed  by  ice,  and  blinded  by  fogs  j  an(f 
amid  thefe  inceflant  dangers  to  which  they  werj 
expofed,  the  captain  heard  his  men  congratulatj 
ing  thofe  who  were  no  more  j  fince  it  feemef 
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they  were  deftined  to  ftarve  on  a  fragment  of 
lice,  or  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  deep.  The  cap- 
itain  temporized,  and  only  exhorted  them  to  pa- 
[ticnce. 

They  now  came  in  fight  of  land,  which  they 
Irecognized  to  be  Cape  Henrietta  Maria  j  and 
lanchoring  in  fi:x  fathoms  water,  about  a  mile 
Ifrom  the  Ihore,  and  hoifting  out  the  boat,  landed 
[with  fome  dogs  and  guns,  on  an  eminence,  where 
[they  took  polTeliion.  Soon  after  they  faw  fome 
[deer,  but  could  not  come  within  reach  of  them. 
iHowever,  they  procured  about  a  dozen  young 
Igeefe  on  the  pools,  a  poor  compenfation  for  the 
[toils  they  had  gone  through,  to  obtain  more  am- 
)le  refrelhments.  As  the  dogs  could  not  diftance 
[the  deer,  which  were  the  obje6t  of  their  purfuit, 
Ithey  were  left  on  iliore  to  learn  fleetnefs  or 
Iftarve. 

Same  evening  they  weighed,  with  an  intentioi> 
)f  weathering  the  Cape,  and  it  being  moon  lights 
they  proceeded  for   fome  time  among  broken 
lafles  of  ice,  till  they  found  it  neceffary  to  an- 
:hor,  and  endeavour,  by  every  polfible  means,  to 
keep  off  the  danger.    As  day  approached,  they 
faw  all  means  of  extricating  themfelves  were 
ifelefs  ;  and,  in  the  extremity  of  danger  and  dif- 
trefs,  they  continued  fome  weeks,  till  the  Ihip  be- 
came io  battered  and  leaky,  that  ihe  was  obliged 
to  be  pumped  every  half  watch. 
The  captain  now  called  a  council^  to  determine 
rhat  wasr  to  be  done,  when  it  was  the  general 
)pinion,  that  it  was  impolTible  to  proceed.  James 
[hen  adopted  the  dangerous  refolution  of  watch- 
ing the  oppprtunity  of  failing  between  the  ice 
\nd  a  flioaly  coaft  3  which,  at  Tail,  he  put  in  cxe- 
jutlon. 
Vol.  III.  D  Oji 
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On  the  ]  ft  of  Auguft  they  had  another  confliA 
with  the  ice  J  and  the  wind  proving  contrary, 
they  came  to  an  anchor  near  the  Ihore.  For 
fome  fucceeding  days,  they  were  inclofed  more 
and  more.  On  the  5th  at  noon,  they  were  only 
twelve  leagues  diftance  from  Cape  Henrietta 
Maria,  which  was  all  they  had  gained  iince  the 
22d  of  July.  All  night  it  blew  a  violent  ftorm, 
and  the  ihip  beat  in  a  dreadful  manner  from 
piece  to  piece. 

On  the  7th,  the  weather  became  more  mo- 
derate, and  the  wind  ihifting  to  the  eaft,  carried 
them  into  open  water.  Their  dangers,  however, 
were  not  paiTed.  The  wind  foon  changing, 
drove  a  range  of  ice  towards  them;  and  in  a 
little  time  they  were  again  furrounded  by  it.  As 
foon  as  they  recovered  from  one  diftrefs  they 
were  involved  in  another;  and  it  was  not  till 
the  19th  of  Auguft,  that  they  furmountcd  the 
imminent  dangers  to  which  they  had  been  ex- 
pofed  for  fix  weeks  fucceflively. 

The  captain  now  refumed  his  defign  of  profe- 
cuting  his  voyage,  and  examined  the  inlets,  which 
had  been  fuppofed,  by  former  navigators,  to  af- 
ford the  moft  probable  paliage  into  the  South 
Seas.  On  the  24th  he  made  Nottingham  Ifland ; 
but  early  in  the* evening  it  began  to  blow  a  ftrong 
gale,  which  foon  increafed  to  a  ftorm,  and  conti- 
nued without  abatement  for  twentjr-four  hours. 
Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  they  per- 
ceived, by  moon- light,  the  fliip  embayed  in  ice  j 
and  before  they  could  ftay  her,  ihe  ftruck  upon 
it  with  great  violence.  Day-light  brought  the 
difmal  profpe£t  of  fields  and  hills  of  ice,  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach,  in  the  quarter  where 
they  intended  to  fail. 

I  The 


JAME8*f  V6TA0B.  2/ 

The  captain,  at  lad,  began  to  feel  that  all  his 
{efforts  would  be  vain.  He,  thereiore,  confulted 
with  bis  officers ;  and  that  no  blame  might  be 
imputed  to  him,  obtained  their  fentiments  in 
writing  J  which  were,  that  no  advantage  could 
be  expe^ed  from  continuing  longer  in  thefe  feas, 
and  that  they  ought  immediately  to  dired  their 
[courfe  for  England. 

Thither  the  pilot  was  ordered  to  fteerj  and 

[after  being  loft  in  fogs,  and  harafled  by  fnow 

land  ice,  in  the  beginning  of  September  they 

jcleared  the  Straights,  after  paffing  by  mountains 

)f  ice,  of  fuperior  magnitude  to  any  they  had 

ret  feen.     On  the  8th,  they  had  ftormy  weather, 

land  the  fhip  rolled  exceflively,  and  all  her  feams 

[g^ped.    However,  after  this  they  faw  no  more 

lice  J  and  the  wi  d  being  propitious,  they  reached 

Iriftol  Road,  without  any  farther  accident,  on 

the  22d  of  06tober. 

The  fhip  being  put  into  dock,  it  appeared  mi- 
raculous, that  ihe  had  lived ;  for,  on  examina- 
|tion,  it  was  found  that  fhe  had  loft  fourteen  feet 
)f  her  keel ;  all  her  cut-water,  and  the  greateft 
)art  of  her  fheathing  were  beaten  and  torn  away ; 
ler  bows  were  bruifed  and  broken,  many  of  her 
Limbers  cracked ;  and  in  oie  place,  the  rocks 
lad  nearly  made  a  perforation. 

Thus  ended  a  voyage,  which  for  perils,  con- 
tancy,  and  refolution,  is  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled. 
Captain  James,  on  his  return,  modeftly  ftated 
»s  opinion,  that  a  north-well  paffage  did  not 
;xift.  He  founded  his  reafons  on  thefe  circum- 
kancesj  that  a  tide  conftantly  fets  into  Hudfon's 
Jtraights,  the  flood  comirg  from  the  eaftward. 
^he  ice,  he  conceives,  would  certainly  be  broken 
m4  disjund,  if  the  free  ocean  were  beyond  it^  as 
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he  found  to  be  the  cafe  in  palling  from  thel 
Straights  into  the  fea,  eaftward.  And  laftly,  hel 
obferved,  that  the  ice  always  finds  an  outlet  lyl 
the  eaftward.  Such  are  the  reafons  he  gives  fori 
the  non-exiftence  of  a  palfage  ;  and  fuppofing  itl 
a6tually  did  exift,  he  gives  valid  objc6tions  againltl 
its  ever  being  ufed  with  fecurity  or  advantage.] 
The  multiplicity  of  dangerous  ice  and  Ihoals  ren- 
ders it  untit  for  a  large  and  valuable  fhip  to  atl 
tempt  the  navigation}  and  beiides,  one  thoufandj 
leagues  may  be  fooner  and  more  fafely  made  byj 
the  fouthward,  than  one  hundred  in  this  direc{ 
tion.  Add  to  this,  that  here  there  are  no  opporJ 
tunities  of  recruiting  the  fick  j  and  nothing  but! 
danger  and  deiblation  to  be  expeded. 

To  the  validity  of  thefe  arguments  we  entirelj 
fbbfcribe  j  but  the  hiftory  of  the  voyage  whicM 
we  are  juft  about  to  give  (that  the  conne6tion| 
may  not  be  broken,  though  the  chronological 
order  muft  neceflarily  be  violated)  will  prove  thaf 
James's  fentiments,  however  juft,  were  far  fror 
being  univerfally  convincing. 
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*H£  Hudfon  Bay  Goinpany^  though  bounc( 
by  charter  to  further  and  promote  the  dif- 
:overy  of  a  north-weft  paifage,  were  generally 
fufpe^ted^  from  interefted  motives^  to  oppofe  and 
lifcourage  every  attempt  for  its  accomplilhment. 
ind  Captain  Middleton,  who  in  17'^>  ^^^  i&aU 
[n  a  king's  fhip,  cxprefsly  upon  that  fervice,  re- 
irning  without  fuccefs,  was  publicly  criminate4 
for  having  accepted  a  bribe  of  five  thoufand 
)0unds4  tq  defeat  the  undertaking ;  and,  by  a 
>artial  report,  to  put  an  end  to  future  attempts. 
This  charge  was  ftrongly  fupported,  and  general^ 
|y credited!  and  Mr.  Dobbs,  by  whofe  intereft 
/aptain  Middleton  had  been  employed,  prevailed 
rith  the  then  miniftry,  to  preclude  any  future 
jTcheme  of  private  corruption,  by  propoiing  a 
>ublic  reward  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  to  the 
)erfon  who  fhould  make  a  per£p6t  difcoyeiy  of 
he  paflage  ii^  queilion. 

P  9  Such 
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Such  was  the  liberal  encouragement,  held  out  | 
by  government,  for  the  dilcovery  of  the  long-de- 
lired   conimuni\:ation  between   the  North  and 
South  Seas  j  and  the  fair  prolpedt  Of  acquiring  I 
fame,  by  extending  commerce,  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining the  parliamentary  reward,    and  of  ex- 
poling  the  dilingenuity  of  Captain  Middleton, 
were  fufficient  incitements  to  prevail  with  Mr. 
Dobbs  to  folicit  the  equipment  of  two  (hips,  for  I 
another   voyage,   which  he  made  not  the  leail| 
doubt  would  anfwer  the  moft  fanguine  expe6ta- 
tions  of  the  patrons  of  the  fcheme. 

Accordingly  the  Dobbs  galley,  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  tons,  commanded  by  Captain  Moor  j 
and  the  California,  of  one  hundred  and  forty, 
Captain  Henry  Smith,  were  fitted  out ;  and  f ap- 
plied with  every  thing  that  experience  and  ii'oe- 
rality  could  fuggeft  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  enter- 
prife.  Very  ample  encouragement  was  held  out 
to  the  captains  and  other  officers  j  and  Captain 
Henry  Ellis  was  appointed  fupercargo,with  a  com- 
miiiion  to  make  draughts  of  the  new-dilbovered 
coimtries,  and  to  coUeQ:  and  digLtl:  accounts  of 
natural  and  artificial  curiolitics  within  the  fcopc 
of  his  obfervation. 

The  fliips  failed  from  Gravefend  on  the  20th 
of  May  174(),  and  fleering  by  the  eaft  coaft  of 
England,  pafled  the  illands  on  the  north  of  Scot- 
land. Nothing  occurred  beyond  the  ufual  cir- 
cumftances  of  navigation,  till  the  21ft  of  June, 
Avhen  a  terrible  fire  broke  out  in  the  great  cabin 
of  the  Dobbs,  and  quickly  advanced  to  the  pow^ 
der  room,  where  there  were  not  lels  than  thirty 
barrels  of  gunpowder^  exqlufive  of  other  combtif- 
tibles,      ,  , 
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It  Is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  confternation 
ind  confuiion  that  prevailed  on  this  dilemma, 
ivery  perfon  on  board  expefted  a  momentary  de- 
|llrn6lion.  All  the  varieties  of  naval  eloquence 
[were  difplayed  on  this  awful  occaiion :  cries, 
[prayers,  imprecations,  and  abufe  were  poured 
[out  'j  yet  feme  were  cool,  amid  the  danger,  and 
negleded  no  precaution  in  their  power.  Water 
[in  great  abundance  was  well  direfted,  and  every 
[other  preventative  ufed  by  fuch  as  v/ere  mailers 
lof  themfelves. 

As  to  the  crew  in  general,  their  terror  render- 
led  them  irrefolute.     They  flew  from  one  expedi- 
ent to  another,  which  one  moment  they  attempt- 
ed to  execute  and  the  next  abandoned,   in  dif- 
|tra£tion  and  delpair.    Some  were  for  hoifting  out 
the  boats,  and  accordingly  the  lafhings  were^JUt, 
Ibut  none  had  patience  to  launch  them  j  otherfe 
were  for  fetting  more  fail,  in  order  to  overtake 
the  California,  which  was  conliderably  ahead, 
that  in  cafe  of  being  blown  up,  the  furvivors 
might  Lave  fome  chance  of  relief.     Chimerical 
as  this  was,  the  plan  was  plartially  adopted.      In 
the  midft  of  this  dreadful  alarm,  the  man  at  the 
helm,  refle£ting  that  the  fire  and  powder  were  di- 
rectly under  him,  was  quite  diftra6ted,  and  negli- 
gent of  his  duty  J  nor  can  imagination  paint'ji 
wilder  fcene  than  was  univerfally  exhibited.  T\\6 
jihip  was  ahead  to  the  wind,  the  fails  fhaking 
with  a  noife  like  thunder :  ilie  then  turned,  and  ran 
right  before  it,  and  continued  rolling  y  while  the 
jblaft  was  inftantly  expelled  that  was  to  terminate 
their  hopes  and  fears.      Providentially,  however, 
the  fire  was  at  length  extinguifhed  j  and  it  is  un- 
Ineceffary  to  exprefs  the  lively  emotions  that  a 
(certainty  of  this  difFufed  in  every  brc.irc. 

On 


S3 


ELLIS  S   TOTAGB. 


On  the  27th  the^  fell  in  with  quantities  of  lorn 
ice,  and  for  fome  time  after  pafled  through  abunJ 
dance  of  drift  wood.  The  6th  of  July  brought! 
the  ihips  in  contact  with  thofe  mountains  of  icel 
which  bound  Hudfoi|*s  Straights.  Thefe  enor^' 
mous  maifes  were  five  or  fix  hundred  yards  thick.l 
On  the  8th,  they  made  the  lllands  of  RefolutionJ 
in  the  mouth  of  the  Straights,  when  the  fogs  fud- 
denly  clearing  up,  faved  them  from  the  impend- 
ing  danger  of  being  dafhed  on  the  fhore,  or| 
wrecked  on  the  rocks. 

At  thefe  iilands,  feveral  canoes,  with  Efqui-j 
maux  Indians  on  board,  came  off  to  trade ;  ex« 
changing  whale  bone  and  feal  ikins  for  ironmon- 
gery  goods.  The  trafiiic  was  attended  with  con- 1 
uderable  profit  to  the  Englilh  j  and  fo  eager 
were  thefe  poor  favages  to  obtain  knives  and 
other  articles  of  cutlery,  that  both  men  aufi  wo- 
men almod  dripped  themfelves  naked,  to  makej 
as  extenfive  purchafes  as  pofiible. 

We  are  told  that  the  word  Efquimaux  is  de-l 
rived  from  an  Indian  term,  figfiifying  an  eater  | 
of  raw  flefli,  to  which  is  joined  a  French  termi- 
nation.    Indeed,  they  are  faid  to  be  the  only  na- 
tion hitherto  known  that  eat  animal  flefh  abfo-; 
lutely  raw;  and  this,  with  the  appendage  of! 
beards,  ihews  that  they  are  not  of  the  aboriginal  [ 
ilock,  as  the  American  Indians.   They  are  there- 
fore moft  probably  of  Greenlandiih  origin.     In. I 
fize  they  reach  the  middle  height ;   are  robuA, 
and  fomewhat  inclined   to  corpulency.      They| 
have  large  heads ;  round,  flat,  and  fwarthy  faces  1 
fmall,  black,  and  fparkling  eyes  j  flat  npfes ;  thick 
lips ;   black,  lank  hair ;    broad  ihoulders,  and  | 
dumfy  limbs  j   but  their  feet  are  difproportion- 
ably  fmall. 

Their 


ELLIS  8    VOYAGE. 


S3 


Therr  manners  are  cheerful  and  fprightly  ;  but 

In  difpofition   they  are  fubtle,  deceitful,  flat- 

[erers,  and  addi6ted  to  pilfering  }  timid  when  op- 

)ofed,  but  prefuming  where  they  are  indulged. 

?o  their  native  culloms,  they  ihew  a  mod  rooted 

)artiality,  and  even  when  feparated  in  the  earli- 

;ft  youth  from  their  connections,  and  brought 

up  in  European  habits,  they  have  long  Ihewn  a 

)redile6tion     for     their    original    attachments. 

>ne  of  them,  after  being  fed  on  Englifti  diet,  be- 

ling  prefent  when  one  of  our  countrymen  was 

jcutting  up  a  feal,  from  which  the  oil  ran  in  co- 

Ipious  ftreams,  licked  up  what  he  could  fave 

[with  his  hands  j  exclaiming  "  Oh  !  commend  me 

jto  my  own  dear  countiy,  where  I  could  get  a 

Ibellyful  of  this." 

The  men  are  generally  clothed  in  feal  ikins, 
land  fometimes  in  the  Ikins  of  fowls  fewed  to- 
Igether.    Each  coat  has  a  hood  like  a  capuchin. 
The  coat    is    clofe,    from    the    breaft    before, 
I  like  a  Ihirt,  and  reaches  no  lower  than  the  mid- 
dle of  the  thigh  j  the  breeches  are  clofe  before 
I  and  behind,  and  drawn  round  the  waift  with  a 
firing.     They  wear  feveral  pairs  of  boots  and 
ihoes,  one  over  the  other. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  differs  from  that  of 
the  men,  chiefly  in  having  a  narrow  flap  behind, 
depending  to  the  heels.  Their  hoods  are  alfo 
larger,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  their  children 
at  their  backs,  and  their  boots  are  alfo  wider ; 
becaufe  when  they  want  to  put  a  child  out  of 
their  arms,  they  flip  it  into  one  of  their  boots  oc- 
cafionally.  Some  few  of  them  wear  fliifts  of  feals 
bladders,  curioufly  joined.  In  general,  their 
clothes  are  neatly  fewed,  which  they  perform 
with  an  ivory  needle,  and  the  finews  of  deer, 

finely 
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^ncly  divicled.    They  difcover  much  tafte  in  facl 
ings  9nd  embroidery  of  different-coloured  IkinsJ 

One  of  their  moft  curious  appendages,  is  theil 
fnow  eyes.  Thefe  are  bits  of  wood  or  ivory,  neat] 
ly  contrived,  to  cover  the  organs  of  fight,  and  tie! 
at  the  back  of  the  head  :  in  each  piece  are  tm 
narrow  flits,  of  correfponding  length  with  the  eyesl 
through  which  they  fee  very  diflin£tly,  Thi] 
ufeful  invention  preferves  them  from  beins 
blinded  with  the  glare  of  the  fnow,  which  3 
equally  painful  and  inconvenient,  The  ufe  too  ol 
thefe  auxiliaries  wonderfully  Arengthens  the 
£ght,  and  becomes  fo  habitual,  that  when  a  dif<| 
tant  pbjed  is  to  be  viewed,  thefe  fnow  eyes  arc 
employed  as  telefcopes. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  invention  is  confp}cuous  ii 
their  fiihing  and  fowling  implements,  and  their 
military  weapons  are  not  contemptibly  executed,! 
In  the  management  of  their  canoes,  they  are  vcryl 
dexterous.  Thefe  are  conftruded  in  a  mannerl 
very  fuitable  to  their  occafions,  eafy  of  tranfport- 
ation,  and  quick  in  motion.  Their  frames  arel 
made  of  wood  or  whalebone,  covered  all  ovcrl 
with  feal-ikin  parchment,  to  prevent  the  water! 
Tunning  in,  except  a  hole  in  the  middle,  edgedl 
with  whalebone,  large  enough,  to  receive  the! 
ileerfman.  In  thefe  boats  they  carry  their  little] 
cpnveniencies  for  fifhing  or  killing  the  large  ani- 
mals with  which  their  feas  abound.  Their  har- 
poons, ufed  in  flriking  whales,  are  headed  and  I 
pointed  with  fea-horfe  teeth.  To  the  barb  isl 
failened  a  thong,  at  the  extremity  pf  which  is  a 
blown  bladder,  which  ferves  as  a  buoy.  When 
the  whale  is  at  lafl  overcome  and  breathlefs,  they 
tow  him  afhore,  and  flrip  him  of  the  fat,  which 
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rves  both  for  food  and  light  in  their  lon^ 
intry  feafon. 

I  The  Efquimaux  have  Hkewife  boats  of  a  larger 
e  and  a  different  cpnftru6tion,  generally  rowed 

women,  and  capable  of  carrying  twenty  per- 
ns. 

I  The  Ihips  falling  in  with  very  large  mafles  of 
;,  by  the  17th,  made  fall  to  feme  of  them,  and 
led  the  empty  calks  with  frelh  water  out  of  the 
fols,  generally  found  at  this  feafon  in  their  ca- 
ties.  Two  days  afrer,  the  ice  parting,  they  pro- 
;ded  under  eafy  fail  j  and  at  length  reached 
|arble  liland,  from  which  the  long  boats  of  each 
ip  were  fent  by  Captain  Eilis,  under  the  com- 
md  of  the  mates,  to  make  obfervations  on  the 
les,  and  to  colleft  fuch  other  lights  as  might 
:ilitatc  the  execution  of  the  main  dfei?gn.  Se- 
rai conliderable  openings  were  difcovered  to  the 
Sltward  of  the  ifland  5  and  it  was  found  that 

tide  came  from  the  north-eaft,  the  courfe  of 

coaft. 
council  being  held  on  the  l(5th  of  Anguft, 

ras  agreed  to  defer  any  farther  attempt  at  dif- 
rery  till  the  enluing  fummer,  and  to  fteer  to 
rt  Nelfon,  as  being  the  moft  eligible  iituation 
[Hudfon's  Bay,  both  for  the  temperature  of  its 

late  and  the  abundance  of  its  fupplies. 

'he  centre  of  Marble  liland  lies  in  62  deg.  55 

I.  north  latitude ;  and  92  deg.  weft  longitude. 

greateft  length  is  fix  leagues,  and  its  common 

idth  is  under  one.     At  the  weftern  extremity 

land  is  high,  but  finks  at  the  eaft.    The  land 
me  continued  rock  of  a  hard  whitifti  marble, 
fn^led  with  various  coloured  fpots. 
^he  tops  of  the  hills  exhibit  a  volcanic  appear- 
\c,  being  rent  and  fhattered  in  a  furprifing 

manner, 


36  ELLIS*S    VOYAGE. 

manner  ;  and  from  fome  of  their  caverns  ifluci 
noife  refembling  the  rolling  of  waves.  From  thel 
impregnated  Hate  of  the  water,  it  is  probable  thatl 
copper  and  other  ores  are  lodged  here.  The  vail 
lies  have  a  Ihallow  foil  of  turf,  but  little  herbage! 
The  pools  are  covered  with  fowl  of  difFereiiJ 
kinds,  and  deer  are  pretty  numerous.  The  oiilJ 
harbour  is  on  the  fouth-well  part  of  the  iflandj 
which  though  difficult  of  entrance,  is  capaciouj 
enough  to  contain  one  hundred  fail. 

The  weather  was  very  unfavourable  during  tlid 
paflage  to  Port  Nelfon.  They  arrived  in  light  oj 
the  dangerous  ilioals  of  that  river  on  the  25th  oj 
A.uguft ;  and  next  day  attempted  to  pafs  the  flat! 
of  Hayes's  river,,  which  the  California  fafely  efj 
felted  J  but  the  Dobbs  ran  aground,  and  had  \i 
blown  hard,  muft  have  inevitably  been  loft.  In 
this  diftrelhng  lituation,  the  Governor  of  thd 
Hudfon's  Bay  Company  had  the  inhumanity  tJ 
order  the  beacon  to  be  cut  down,  that  the  capl 
tain  of  the  Dobbs  might  be  ftill  more  at  a  loll 
how  to  proceed,  Ihould  the  lliip  be  got  afloatj 
However,  in  fpite  of  obltacles,  the  lliip  at  lai 
was  fafely  anchored  by  her  confort. 

It  being  the  intention  of  Captain  Ellis  to  winj 
ter  here,  the  boats  of  both  fliips  were  fent  to  exj 
amine  the  river,  which  is  navigable  for  man| 
leagues  j  and  has  a  communication  with  the  Cal 
nadian  lakes.  Hence  its  advantageous  fituatioa 
for  trade  is  apparent.  Its  banks  are  low,  and  coverj 
ed  with  thick  woods  of  fpruce,  fir,  poplar,  birclj 
larch,  and  willow  j  and  are  well  ftocked  witj 
deer,  hares,  rabbits,  and  many  valuable  kinds 
fowl. 

As  it  was  impoffible  to  fpend  the  winter  ij 
fuch  a  climate  without  making  due  preparatioiJ 
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for  encountering  its  feverity.  Captain  Ellis  now 
turned  his  attention  to  the  beft  mode  of  fencing 
igainft  its  efFeds.  The  failors  were  employed  in 
the  conftrudion  of  log  tents  for  themfel  ves.  Thefe 
rere  made  of  trees,  cut  about  fixteen  feet  long, 
raifed  clofe  together,  and  meeting  each  other 
itop  in  an  angle,  like  the  roof  of  a  honle.  The 
interftices  between  the  logs  were  ftutfed  with 
lofs,  and  the  Mihole  being  plaiftered  over,  made 

comfortable  hut.   The  door  was  low  and  fmall,- 
ind  an  aperture  in  the  middle  ferved  as  an  outlet 
for  the  fmoke. 

Thefe  eredions  were  foon  difpatched ;  but 
fomething  more  commodious  was  wanted  for  the 
)fficers.  A  (ituation  equally  pleafant  and  conve- 
lient  w,as  chofen  for  their  habitation.  It  was  an 
nniuence  furrounded  with  trees  j  the  main  river 
liftant  about  half  a  mile  3  and  about  one  hundred 
md  fifty  yards  from  the  front  lay  Beaver  Creek, 

handlbme  bafon  of  water,  which  in  profped 
refembled  a  grand  canal.  The  lite  was  proteded 
from  the  moft  inclement  winds,  by  thick  and 
lofty  woods. 

This  fpot  being  fixed  on.  Captain  Ellis  drew  a 
)lan  of  the  intended  manfion,  which  was  approv- 
ed. The  houfe  was  twenty-eight  feet  long,  and 
iighteeu'  wide  j  it  canlifted  of  one  ftory,  the 
lower  rooms  fix,  and  the  upper  feven  feet  high  ; 
me  upper  rooms  were  allotted  to  the  captains  and 
Tome  of  the  principal  officers,  and  the  lower  to 
the  fubalterns  and  fervants.  The  door  was  in 
the  middle  of  the  front,  and  a  ftove  was  placed 
|n  the  centre  of  the  building,  that  every  perfon 

light  equally  partake  of  its  heat. 

By  the  time  that  this  ftrudure  was  completed* 

Tayes's  river  was  frozen  quite  hardj   and  the 

Vol.  m.  £  early 


38 


ELLIS  S    VOYAGE. 


early  indications  of  what  was  to  be  cxpc6ted  from 
a  Hudfon's  Bay  river,  began  to  appear.  About 
the  beginning  of  November,  the  ink  froze  by  the 
fire,  and  the  bottled  beer,  though  well  packed  in 
tow,  and  in  a  warm  lituation,  fuon  became  a  fo- 
lid  mafs.  On  the  O'th,  the  cold  became  infnp- 
portable  abroad  j  and  therefore  both  officers  and 
men  repaired  to  their  refpe6tive  winter  quarter 
Theofficers  named  theirmanhonMontaffueHouft'J 
in  honour  of  the  Duke  of  Montague,  one  of  the| 
patrons  of  the  expedition. 

Before  they  left  England,  every  provifion  hadl 
been  made  to  have  drelfes  fuitable  to  the  climate, 
and  about  this  time,  it  became  necelfary  to  have 
recourfe  to  them.  The  men,  when  equipped  inl 
their  brumal  garb,  found  themfelves  able  to  witli-l 
fland  the  keeneft  cold  j  and  having  no  other  avo-l 
cation,  employed  all  their  Ikill  and  indullry  inl 
fporting.  A  good  marklman  ibmetimes  killedl 
lixty  partridges  in  a  day.  Rabbits  were  caughtl 
in  great  numbers ;  and  animals  of  the  fur  kindl 
were  taken  by  different  lures.  The  beaver  hi 
commonly  fecured  by  nets.  The  value  of  its  fmj 
is  well  known  j  but  it  is  lefs  generally  knovviij 
that  the  flelh  is  fat,  and  efteemed  delicious. 

During  the  month  of  November,  when  the! 
wind  blew  from  the  fouth  or  weft,  the  cold  wasl 
very  fupportablej  but  on  its  changing  to  thel 
northward,  it  immediately  became  excelfivelJ 
fharp,  and  was  frequently  attended  by  a  kind  oil 
granulated  fnow,  which  drifting  from  the  plains,! 
filled  up  every  path ;  and  rendered  it  impoiliblo 
to  fee. at  twenty  yards  diftance. 

The  inteniity  of  cold,  Jiowever,  was  feldom  feltl 
here  above  four  or  five  days  in  a  month,  and  thaJ 
generally  about  the  full  and  cliange  of  the  moonJ 
*■    •  w.  . , -\vhiclJ 
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[which  have  a  great  influence  on  the  weather  in 
[this  quarter. 

While  rabbits  and  game  were  plentiful,  little 
|of  the  ihip  provifions  were  ufed.  When  the  fe- 
Iverity  of  the  weather  rendered  fporting  inconve- 
Inient,  and  animals  beg-in  to  ihwn  the  vicinity  of 
their  deftroyers,  provifjons  were  weekly  conveyed 
Ifrom  the  Ihips  on  fledges,  drawn  by  men  or  dogs. 
[The  dogs  in  this  country,  indeed,  are  the  only 
(beafts  of  burden  ;  they  are  about  the  fize  of  maf- 
ItifFs;  they  growl  when  provoked,  but  never 
[bark ;  and  are  very  docile  and  ufeful  animals. 
[They  are  capable  of  drawing  more,  and  for  a 
llonger  diftance,  than  men  ;  but  require  that  their 
guides  fbould  beat  a  path  for  them  with  their 
(fnow  flioes. 

The  feftivities  of  Chrlftmas  were  not  negle6l:- 
|ed.  During  this  period  of  mirth,  Captain  Moor 
propofed  to  lengthen,  raife,  and  deck  the  long 
Iboat,  to  facilitate  the  attempts  at  difcovery ;  and 
[indeed  without  fuch  an  expedient,  it  would  have 
(been  impoffible  to  navigate  creeks  and  fhoals, 
I  where  a  communication  was  fufpe6led.  His  plan 
[was  adopted  j  and  the  boat  was  placed  in  fuch  a 
mtuation,  that  the  carpenters  might  conveniently 
work  on  her,  without  interruption  from  the  cold 
|or  change  of  the  atmofphere. 

The  coafts  of  this  country  extend  from  51  to 
|58  deg.  north  latitude,  having  Hudfon's  Bay  to 
Jthe  call,  and  Canada  to  the  fouth ;  but  the 
Iboundaries  to  the  wefl  and  north  are  not  yet 
latcertaincd.  In  the  fouthern  parts,  where  Cap- 
Jlain  Ellis  wintered,  the  foil  is  fertile,  confift- 
(ing  of  a  loofe  dark  mould,  bedded  in  clay  of  dif- 
[ferent  colours.  In  the  proximity  of  the  fhore, 
the  land  is  low  and  marlhy,  and  covered  with  va- 
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rious  tree??:    within  land  are  extenfive  plairsj 
principally   covered   with   mofs.     There   are  a 
great  variety  of  Ihrubs  of  the  berry  kind,  and 
fome  plants  of  high   medicinal   repute.     That| 
which  is  known  by  the  Indian  name  of  Wizze- 
kapukka,  is  much  efteemed,  both  by  the  natives] 
and  the  Englilh,  as  a  fovereign  remedy  in  nerv- 
ous and  fcorbutic  diforders.     By  the  fides  of  the  I 
lakes  and  rivers,  wild  rice  grows  fpontaneoullyJ 
in   large  quantities.      At  the  Englilh  faftories 
horticulture  has  made  confiderable  progrefs,  and 
with  no  fmall  fuccefs,  confidering  the  climate. 
Beans,  peas,  turnips,  and  feveral  kinds  of  fallad 
are  produced  in  their  gardens  at  Fort  York,  Al»| 
bany,  and  Moofe  River. 

Minerals  are  uncjueftionably  numerous  here.  I 
Captain  Ellis  met  with  iron  ore,  and  copper.  He 
found  alfo  talcs,  fpars,  and  rock  cryftals,  both 
red  and  white,  of  great  beauty.  The  albeftos,  or| 
flone-flax,  is  common  hear  j  as  is  alfo  a  black, 
fmooth  laminous  ftone,  which  eafily  feparates  in- 
to thin  tranfparent  leaves,  and  fupplies  the  place  I 
of  mirrors.     The  country  likewife  abounds  with! 
marble  of  feveral  varieties. 

Captain  Ellis  frequently  obferved  parhelia,  orj 
mock  funs,  ami  halos  about  the  fun  and  moon, 
extremely  luminous,  and  beautifully  tinged  with| 
all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow.     Six  of  thefe  par- 
helia were  feen  at  once.  The  true  fun  alfo  rifes  and  I 
fets  with  a  large  cone  of  yellow  light,  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  dilk  j  and  no  fooner  does  he  difappear, 
than  the  aurora  borealis  diftufes  a  thoufand  dif-| 
ferent  lights  and  colours  over  the  whole  concavi- 
ty of  heaven,  with  fuch  refplendent  beauty,  thatl 
even  the  full  moon  cannot  eclipfe  their  luflre. 

The 
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"he  ftars  fceni  to  burn  with  a  fiery  red,  efpecial- 
\y  thol'e  which  are  near  the  horizon. 

When  tiie  feverity  of  winter  had  reached  its 
rreateft  height,  notwithttanding  very  large  fires 
fvtre  conltantly  kept  up,  if  a  door  or  window' 
jivas  but  opened,  the  external  air  rulliing  in,  in- 
kantly  converted  the  fmoke  and  vapour  into  fmall 
ihovv  J  nor  could  the  greateft  heat  that  could  be 
raifed,  keep  the  walls  free  from  ice.  The  breath 
icttlcd  in  a  hoar  froft  upon  the  blankets;  and 
Ivhatever  touched  the  wails,  became  congealed. 

Strong  brine,  brandy,  and  even  fpirits  of  wine 
troze ;  the  latter  to  a  conliftence  like  oil.  All 
|iquors  under  proof,  became  perfe6tly  folid,  and 
mrft  the  veflels  of  vvliatcver  they  were  made, 
rame  kept  perfedly  fweet,  without  the  ufe  of 
lalt,  from  06tober  till  April  ;  it  froze  the  inilant 
ft  was  killed,  and  did  not  begin  to  melt  during 
that  long  interval. 

Naturaiifts  need  not  be  told  that  in  this  coun- 
try, hares,  rabbits,  and  partridges  affume  the  co- 
lour of  fnow  in  winter ;  and  that  Providence  has 
[urnilhed  the  animals  with  extraordinary  furs,  to 
[•elift  the  cold,  which  fall  off  as  the  warm  weather 
idvances. 

In  touching  iron,  or  any  fmooth,  folid  furface. 
It  was  ufual  for  tlie  fingers  to  be  frozen  to  it.  If 
u  drinking  brandy  or  other  liquor,  the  tongue  or 
)ips  were  fuifered  to  come  in  dole  conta6t  with 
the  glafs,  the  Ikin  was  ufually  left  upon  it.  One 
bf  the  failors,  car^rying  a  bottle  of  fpirits  from 

[ontague  houfe  to  his  log  tent,  having  loft  the 
:ork,  lto*pped  it  with  his  finger;  but  when  he 
l^viilied  to  withdraw  it,  found  it  impoflible;  and 
»e  was  obliged  to  lofe  a  joint,  to  make  the  cure 
)radicabre.      Even  folid  bodies  acquired  fuch  a 
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of  cold  as  to  refift  the  cfFecls  of  heat  for  a  conli4 
derable  time.  An  axe,  long  expofed  to  the  froft, 
on  being  brouglit  clofe  to  the  tire,  and  having 
water  poured  upon  it,  has  been  inftantly  lormedj 
into  a  cake  of  ice. 

The  beer  calks  were  buried  twelve  feet  deepl 
in  the  earth,  and  well  bedded  in  grafs  ;  yet  Ibme 
of  them  were  frozen  and  burft.  Others  againi 
were  found  to  contain  a  folid  nxafs  of  ice,  ofl 
fome  thicknefs  from  their  fides;  the  fpirituousl 
part  of  the  liquor  being  driven  to  the  centre,] 
where  it  remained  fluid,  and  >acquired  an  extra- 
or.  inary  degree  of  ftrength. 

From  this  defcription,  it  might  be  fuppofed,! 
that  this  country  was  the  moil  uncomfortable  in| 
the  world,  and  the  inhabitants  the  moft  unhap- 
py j  but  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe.  Where- 
ever  man  is  placed,  he  has  conveniences  fuitedl 
to  his  condition  and  his  nature;  and  the  natives! 
of  the  hyperborean  regions  have  their  fliare  ofl 
enjoyments  as  well  as  thofe  who  are  denizens  of| 
the  mcll  favoured  climes. 

The  natives  of  this  country  are  of  the  middlel 
ftature,  their  eyes  and  hair  are  black,  and  theirl 
complexion  copper  coloured.  In  difpofition  theyl 
are  cheerful,  good  humoured,  affable,  friendly,[ 
and  honeft  in  their  tranfaflions. 

In  the  warm  feafon,  the  men  wear  a  loofel 
drefs  of  coarfe  blanketing,  and  leather  ftockingsJ 
which  reach  fo  high  as  to  fupply  the  place  ofl 
breeches.  The  habit  of  the  women  differs  chiefj 
ly  from  that  of  the  men  in  a  lliort  petticoat.  Thel 
winter  drefs  is  made  of  furs,  in  which  the  counf 
try  abounds. 

Removed  from  lu^i^iries,  their  difeafes  are  fewj 
except  thofe  introduced  by  drinking)  and  thlsi 

hasj 
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las  had  fuch  a  deleterious  efFed  on  the  inhabit- 
mts,  who  are  within  the  reach  of  the  Englilh 
fettlements,  that  their  very  looks,  fize,  and  aSivi- 
[y  are  diminilhed  by  it.  The  French  refufe  to 
fell  any  liquors  to  them  j  and  fuch  as  trade  with 
them  are  diftinguilhed,  in  confequence  of  this  fa- 
futary  forbearance,  by  vigour  and  induftryj 
^hich  redounds  at  once  to  the  credit  and  advan- 
tage of  that  nation. 

They  live  in  circular  tents,  covered  with  moofe 
ind  rein  deer  Ikins  fewed  together  ^  and  as  their 
time  is  chiefly  fpent  in  hunting,  fowling,  and 
idling,  they  change  their  refidence  accordingas* 
:ircumftances  operate  on  the  plenty  or  fcarcity  of 
their  game.  In  their  behaviour,5they  are  influene  • 
;d  by  the  principles  of  a  natural  reditude,  which 
reftrains  them  from  flagrant  vices  more  ftrongly, 
'lan  the  moft  rigorous  laws. 

The  chiefs  of  every  family  or  tribe  are  general- 
ly thofe  who  are  moft  celebrated  for  experience 
md  venerable  for  age  j  but  their  commands  ard 
rather  obeyed  through  deference  than  obligation, 
ind  their  power  is  fupported  by  love,  unaided  by 
[he  engines  of  fear. 

As  thefe  people  place  no  dependence  for  fup-* 

)ort  on  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  agriculture  is  aN 

loft  unknown  J    and  their  principle  activity  is 

iifplayed  in  hunting,  which  is  both  the  fource  of 

[iibfiftence  and  of  wealth.     Eveiy  feafon  they 

iake  a  prodigious  flaughter  of  the  deer,  from  the 

ibfurd  belief,  that  the  more  they  deftroy,  the 

greater  plenty  will  fucceed.     Hence  they  fre- 

[uently  kill  them  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to 

uuwer  this  fancied  purpofe,  and  to  feaft  on  their 

[ongues,  which  are  efteemed  the  greateft  daiut 


lies. 


Oa 


44 


ELLrSS   VaYAGE. 


On  migratory  birds,  fuch  as  Iwans,  geefe,  and] 
ducks,  they  make  great  havoc ;  and  likewiTc  feed 
freely  on  the  llationary  fowls  of  the  coantrv. 
They  generally  boil  the  flelh,  and  eat  it  by  it- 
felf;  drinking  the  water  in  which  it  is  fociden, 

^  which  is  reputed  wholefome.     In  a  iimilar  man- 
ner  they  drefs  and  eat  their  filh. 

The  rivers  and  lakes  are  ftored  with  fturgeon, 
pike,  and  trout .;  befides  tw^o  delicious  kinds  ofl 
lilh,  one  called  titymag,  the  other  muthoy.  The 
latter  is  fpottcd  with  yellow  and  white  ;  and  in 
lliape  refembles  an  eel.  At  the  eftuaries  of  rivers 
are  plenty  of  falmon,  and  a  lilh  refembling  a  I 
carp. 

The  cuftoms  of  thefe  Indians  are  not  very  gal- 1 
lant.  It  is  reckoned  a  high  affront  for  a  woman  | 
to  ftep  over  the  legs  of  a  man  j    nor  will  they 

'  deign  to  drink  out  of  the  fame  velTel  with  their  I 
wives.     Every  country  has  its  peculiar  abfurdi-l 
ties  j  and  when  thefe  do  not  run  counter  to  hu- 
manity and  morals,  they  are  at  lead  veniak    One! 
cuftom,   however,   we  muft  notice  with  horror 
and  execration.  When  parents  become  enfeebled! 
by  age,  and  unable  to  fupport  themfelves,  it  is 
efteemed  an  a6t  of  duty  in  their  children  to 
ftrangle  them.      This  fhocking   rite   of  lavage 
duty  is   performed  in   the  following  manner  jl 
The   old   perfon's    grave    is    dug,    into   whiclil 
4ie  voluntarily  defcends;    and  after  fmoking  al 
pipe>  or  perhaps  drinking  a  dram  or  two,  andl 
converling  with  his  children,  he  intimates  that 
he  is  r6ady  to  fubmit  to  his  fate.     On  this  two 
of   them  put  a  thong  about   this    neck,    and| 
Itanding  on  oppofite  lides  of  the  grave,'  pull  vio- 

,  Icntly,  till  he  is  ftrangled.  They  then  cover  himi 
with  earth,  and  ered  a  rude  monument  of  ftones| 
©v^r  the  fpot.  / 
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Such  old  people  as  have  no  children,  require 

his  lail  office  from  the  hands  of  their  friends  | 

nd  it  is  thought  uncharitable  to  refufe  them. 

In  a  country  where  labour  is  cflcntially  necef- 

ary  for  individual  fubfiftcnce,  and  where  the 

iid  precepts  of  a  benevolent  religion  are  un- 

nown,  it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  that 

n  ufelefs  or  overgrown  population  Ihould  be 

fteemed  a  misfortune.    For  this  reafon,  they 

ruelly  oblige  their  women  to  procure  abortions, 

hen  their  family  is  likely  to  be  too  numerous. 

hocking  as  this  pra6tice  muft  appear  to  every 

umane  mind,  it  is  mercy  itfelf,  compared  to  the 

arbarous  cuftom,  ftill  prevalent  among  the  ci"» 

ilized  Chinefe,  of  expoling  their  children. 

Their  religion  confifts  in  the  belief  of  a  Being 

f  infinite  goodnefs,  whom  they  (lyle  Ukkewma> 

e  author  of  all  their  blellings,  in  whofe  honour 

hey  fing  hymns  of  praife.    They  alfo  acknow-» 

ledge  another  being,  whom  4hey  call  Wikikka, 

he  fource  of  evil ;  and  therefore  the  objed  of 

[error. 

Though  conftant  toil  is'neceflary  to  fuftain 

fe,  they  have  very  little  forefight,  and  generally 

anton  away  the  happy  days  of  fummer  in  a  gay 

difference.    Thus  winter  often  finds  them  un* 

rovided  with  any  ftores,  fave  a  little  dried  veni- 

n  and  filh.     Comforts  are  doled  out  to  them 

ith  fuch  a  frugal  hand,  that  they  feem  deter» 

ined  to  lofe  no  prefent  enjoyment  by  the  pain* 

1  anticipation  of  the  future. 

The  Indians  who  refort  to  the  European  fa^o- 

es  in  fummer,  for  the  purpofes  of  traffic^  are 

metimes  in  their  journies  reduced  to  the  miferable 

pedient  of  iingeing  off  the  fur  from  their  Ikins, 

d  feeding  on  the  leather.    But  amidlt  thefe 

cxtre« 
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extremities,  they  preferve  a  degree  of  equanimi- 
ty, which  it/ is  much  eafier  to  admire  than  to  imi-| 
tate. 

Cold,  fevere  as  it  is,  in  thefe  long  migrations 
when  underta  ken  in  winter,  is  fometimes  the  llightJ 
eft  evil  they  experience.  A  ftory  is  related  at  the! 
fa6tories,  and  known  to  be  true,  which  curdlesl 
the  blood  with  liorror.  An  Indian  coming  froral 
a  great  diftance  to  trade,  had  the  misfortune  tol 
meet  with  little  game  by  the  way,  and  was  foonJ 
with  his  wife  and  children,  reduced  to  the  laltl 
diftrefs.  They  plucked  the  fur  from  theirl 
clothes  ;  and  as  long  as  they  were  able,  prefervedl 
life  by  feeding  on  the  Ikins  ;  but  this  wretcbedl 
refource  failing,  they  'were  driven  to  the  dreadfull 
expedient  of  devouring  two  of  their  helplef( 
children.  On  their  arrival  at  the  factory,  the| 
dillra^led  Indians,  whofc  hearts  were  torn  with 
anguifh,  told  this  melancholy  tale  with  all  itsl 
affecting  circumilances  to  the  Englilh  governor! 
who,  to  the  difgrace  of  his  nation,  and  even  of  hu] 
man  nature  itfelf,  received  it  with  a  loud  laughl 
The  unhappy  parent,  with  looks  of  amazement] 
mingled  with  contempt,  exclaimed  in  brokeif 
Englifti,  "  This  is  no  laughing  talk !"  and  iiij 
ftantly  retired,  to  vent  the  feelings  of  humanityl 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  the  expedition! 
Chritlmas,  it  has  been  obferved,  was  joyfully  lo| 
lemnized,  and  mirth  unfortunately  was  mixcl 
with  intemperance.  The  men,  who  till  now  had 
been  very  healthy,  by  indulging  too  freely  in  tlij 
life  of  fpirituous  liquors,  were  foon  invaded  bi 
the  fcurvy.  The  ufual  antidotes  proved  ineffecj 
tual  J  and  tar-water,  at  that  time  in  vogue,  w 
found  to  be  the  only  powerful  and  falutary  medi| 
tine, 
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The  Englilh,  who  generally  refide  here,  are 
little  affected  by  this  cruel  difeafe,  which  they 
ittribute  chiefly  to  the  conllant  ufe  of  fpruce 
)eer. 

The  whole  month  of  January  was  unremit- 
[ingiy  fevere.  Towards  the  middle  of  February, 
[he  weather  began  to  relax  a  little  j  and  about 
[he  conclufion  of  that  month,  orders  were  given 
\o  cut  the  ice  round  the  Ihips,  which  was  per- 
formed with  chilfels  and  pickaxes.  The  guns 
ind  weighty  articles  were  now  landed,  that  the 
Ihips  nlight  float  the  ealier,  as  foon  as  the  ice 
Hoke.  March  affx^rded  a  variety  of  weather :  the 
liiow  melted  in  a  funny  expofure ;  and  towards 
[he  end  of  that  month,  fome  herbage  began  to 
)eep  out  on  banks  fronting  the  fouth.  The  ri- 
rers  and  plains  began  to  be  covered  with  water  5 
md  the  commanders  had  fome  appreheniions 
[hat  the  fliips  might  be  endangered  by  a  fudden 
Ihawj  to.  prevent  which,  every  precaution  was 
ifed,  and  a  futficient  number  of  men,  with  proper 
)fficers,  were  put  on  board.  But  April  opened 
fuch  a  manner  as  allayed  their  tears  in  this 
|efpc6l.  The  ice  gradually  melted  away;  and 
Ibundance  of  wild  fowl  revitited  their  forfaken 
launts.  Flights  of  fmall  birds  made  their  ap- 
pearance. Their  plumage  indeed  was  not  very 
ieautiful  j  but  the  harmony  of  their  notes  enli- 
[ened  the  gloom v  fcene. 

The  weather,  however,  w^as  alternately  fliarp, 
Jormy,  and  moderate,  without  fettling  till  about 

le  Gth  of  May  j  when  it  became  temperate,  and 

le  creek  where  tiie  Ihips  lay,  imperceptibly  free 
I'om  ice.  The  long  boat,  which  by  way  of  dif- 
in6tion,  was  called  the  Refolution,  being  equip- 
[ed  in  the  ftyle  intended,  was  now  launched  5  and 

on 
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on  the  9th  of  June,  the  (liips  fell  down  the  rlverl 
as  fai;as  the  fa6tory  of  York  Fort,  in  order  to| 
proceed  to  fea. 

York  Fort  is  lituated  on  the  fouthern  branch] 
of  Port  NeUbn  river,  in  a  fmall  plain,  environed] 
on  three  fides  by  woods,  but  open  to  the  water.] 
To  the  favages  it  has  a  formidable  appearance; 
but  would  not  be  tenable  agaiuft  a  regular  at-| 
tack. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  Captain  Ellis  weighed] 
anchor,  and  paffing  the  flioals,  ftood  to  the  north-] 
ward  with  a  fair  wind.  The  next  day  they  fell] 
in  with  much  broken  ice ;  but  avoided  the  moflj 
dangerous  malTes,  by  keeping  clofe  in  with  the] 
fhore. 

The  fucceeding  day,  the  Refolution  came  along] 
fide  of  the  Dobbs,  and  took  in  fufficient  ftoresf 
for  the  ufe  of  ten  men  for  two  months  j  when 
Captains  Ellis  and  Moor  went  on  board,  in  order] 
to  examine  the  coafts.  The  Dobbs  was  ordered 
to  wait  at  Marble  Ifland,  till  joined  by  the  Refo-] 
lution. 

Captain  Ellis  now  proceeded  along  the  north 
(hore,  through  much  broken  ice  j  and  faw  fmall 
parties  of  the  Efquimaux  on  the  eminences,  makj 
ing  fignals  to  approach  ;  but  not  wifhing  to  ftopl 
he  failed  on  to  Knight's  lAand,  in  latitude  6( 
deg.  2  min.  north,  where  he  anchored. 

Soon  weighing  from  thence,  he  endeavoureil 
to  ftand  in  with  the  weltern  (hore,  where  a  largJ 
opening*  appeared ;  but  the  weather  growinJ 
tempeftuous,  and  the  ice  driving  about  in  largl 
fragments,  it  was  found  neceiTary  to  return  t{ 
Knight's  Ifland.  On  the  5th  of  July,  the  k 
became  much  clearer ;  and  two  canoes  came  of 
And  being  informed  that  whalebone  was  wanted 
2  tbel 
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Ithey  fc.n  brought  a  large  quantity  of  that  com*- 
jnodity,  and  many  bladders  filled  with  train  oil. 
jThe  whalebone  was  fpeedily  purchafed  witlv- 
hatchets,  knives,  and  bits  of  iron  hoops ;  but  as 
[the  oil  was  too  cumbrous,  it  was  reje6\ed  on  any 
[terms. 

A  circumdance  happened  here  which  filled 
ICaptain  Ellis  and  company  with  aftonilhment. 
In  failing  through  the  ice  among  the  illands  that 
were  fcattered  in  that  quarter,  the  needles  loll 
their  magnetic  power  j  and,  on  being  touched 
with  an  artificial  magnet,  foon  again  lofl  the  in- 
fluence they  had  acquired.  This  phenomenon 
occafioned  much  fpeculation ;  however,  the  com- 
pafles  being  carried  to  a  warm  place,  quickly  re- 
I fumed  their  polarity. 

The  captain  again  attempted  to  enter  the  open- 
ting  before  r.  *iced ;  but  the  ice  driving  back- 
wards and  t\       '  ds  with  much  violence,  prevent- 
led  his  appro,  i         Here  fix  canoes  brought  off  a 
cargo  of  whalebone,  which  was  purchafed  on  very 
[advantageous  terms.  , 

The  Kefolution  next  fleered  to  the  norttweft  j 
land  furmounting  feveral  difficulties,  entered  Ne- 
vill's  Bay.  On  repafling  fome  flioals,  with  an  in- 
tention to  coafl  to  the  northward,  the  tide  fwept 
the  veffel  on  a  ride  of  rocks,  where  fhe  narrowly 
jefcaped  being  dalbed  in  pieces.    While  in  this 
perilous  fituation,  feveral  Indian  canoes  came  off 
Iwith  whalebone^  which  was  exchanged  for  the 
Itifual  articles.     The  Efquimaux  perceived  the 
Idiftrefs  of  the  Refolution  ;  but,  far  frcm  taking 
[any  advantage  of  it,  they  rendered  Captain  Ellis 
eflential  fervice^  by  conducing  him  through  the 
ihoals  into  deep  water.    This  tribute  of  praife  is 
Vol.  III.  ^        F  duo 
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due  to  thefe  people  5  as  Uiey  were  the  probable  | 
inftniments  of  laving  the  party  from  deftruc- 
tion. 

Captain  Ellis  does  juftice  to  the  induftry  and 
ingenuity  of  thefe  Indians,  which  he  exempli- 
lies  in  the  mode  of  preparing  their  harpoons, 
their  hatchets,   and    their  knives,   from  Itones, 
fea-horfe   teeth,    and    fea-unicorns   horns.     In 
dref^,  they  con liderably  differ  from  thofe  about 
Port  Nelfonj  though  there  is  a  ft rong  coincidence 
in   language,  features,  and   culloms.    The  wo- 
men have  a   ghaftly  appearance,  as  they  wear 
their  hair  over  their  eyes,  and  a  cap  of  buffaloes 
ikin,  to  prevent  the  attacks  of  the  mufquetoes, 
which  are  here  exceffively  troublefome.     Train 
oil  is  the  favourite  beverage  of  thefe  people;  and 
it  feems  congenial  to  the  climate,  and  falutary  to 
health.     In  the  rocky  and  remote  ifland  of  St. 
Kilda,  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  the  natives  de- 
light in  the  oil  drawn  from  the  fat  of  Soland 
geefe,  which  is  nearly  as  rancid.     In  a  rigorous 
climate,  a  greafy  kind  of  food  feems  moft  natur- 
al J  and  Providence  furnilhes  it  in  moll  abun- 
dance; in  a  warm  climate^  drying  aliment  and 
drirfk  is  moll  plentiful  and  moft  efteemed. 

The  manner  in  which  thefe  Indians  kindle  a 
fire,  is  very  curious.  They  prepare  two  pieces  of  I 
dry  wood,  and  making  a  fmall  hole  in  each,  tit 
into  them  a  little  cylindrical  piece  of  wood, 
round  which  they  twift  fi  thong;  theii^4)ulling 
the  ends  of  this  thong,  they  whirl  the  cylinder 
about  with  fuch  velocity,  that  the  motion  fets 
the  wood  on  lire,  which  they  feed  with  a  little  | 
dry  moi's,  in  lieu  of  tinder. 

Thefe  poor  creatures  appeared  to  have  no  tinc- 
ture of  jealoufy,  and  made  fome  overtures  in  re- 
gard I 
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gard  to  their  wives,  which  decency  forbids  us  to 
mention.  But  it  leems  they  were  actuated  by 
motives  not  eafily  accounted  for.  They  acknow- 
ledge the  fuperiority  of  the  Europeans;  and  ima- 
gine, in  the  moft  literal  fenfe,  that  every  being 
begets  his  likenefs  j  and  that  the  fon  of  a  cap- 
tain mull  infallibly  be  a  captain  alfo.  ' 

On  the  ()th  of  July  they  anchored  at  Sea- 
Horfe  liland,  fo  called  from  the  ircmenfe  num- 
ber of  thofe  animals  that  lefort  thither.  This 
being  the  feafon  of  propagation,  they  were  exr 
treniely  furious,  and  roared  in  a  terrible  manner. 

Next  day  they  Hood  albng  ihore,  among  fmall 
illands,  and  floating  ice,  till  they  arrived  at 
Whale  Cove,  in  latitude  62  deg.  30  min.  north. 
To  the  well  ward  of  this  place,  they  difcovered 
a  bay  with  many  iflands,  from  which  they  were 
vifited  by  a  few  Indians. 

On  one  of  thefe  illands,  Captains  Ellis  and 
Moor  landed,  where  they  were  met  by  feveral 
women  and  children,  the  men  being  engaged 
in  filliing.  Afcending  the  highell  ground,  they 
looked  out  for  fome  conliderable  opening,  but 
in  vain;  and  obferving  the  tide  came  in  from 
the  eallward,  they  were  convinced  that  none  ex- 
ifted  thereabout. 

The  following  day,  they  difcovered  a  large 
opening  running  to  the  weftward,  to  which  Cap- 
tain Ellis  gave  the  appellation  of  Corbet's  Inlet; 
but  obferving  the  tide  Hill  flowing  from  the  eall- 
ward, they  did  not  think  it  necellary  to  enter  it. 
After  a  fliort  intercourfe  with  the  Efquimaux, 
and  taking  in  freili  water,  they  refolved  to  re- 
turn to  the  fliips,  which  they  found  fafe  at  Mar- 
ble Ifland. 

¥%  In 
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In  tlie  abfence  of  this  reconnoitering  party, 
the  Dobbs  galley  had  been  expoied  to  much  dau- 
ger  from  the  ice,  near  Rankin's  inlet;  into 
which  place  Captain  Smith  had  fent  a  bo^t  oo 
difcovery ;  but,  after  failing  about  thirty  leagues, 
it  was  found  to  terminate  in  a  bay. 

The  morning  that  the  Rcfolution  joined.  Cap- 
tain Smith,  of  the -California,  had  fent  his  long 
boht,  under  the  command  of  his  fecond  mate,  to 
fearch  the  coaft  between  Cape  Jaiabert  and  Cape 
fullerton. 

While  the  (hips  remained  here,  they  were  ri- 
fited  by  a  few  Efquimaux ;  but  a  great  gun  be- 
ing fired  at  their  departure,  re-echoed  in  fuch  a 
dreadful  manner  from  the  neighbouring  rocki, 
as  frightened  them  from  returning  again. 

On  the  1 4th,  they  weighed  and  fleered  to  the 
northward,  difpatching  the  Refoiution  to  make 
the  fame  tour  that  had  been  propofed  for  the 
California's  long  boat,  with  inftru^ions  to  join 
about  Cape  Fallerton.  Next  day  they  fell  ia 
with  fuch  ihoals  of  ice,  that  it  was  found  impof- 
fible  to  proceed.  Two  days  after,  the  ice  parted; 
and  the  Ihips,  by  keeping  near  the  fliore,  evad- 
ed it. 

As  the  boats  did  !  ot  join  {o  foon  as  was  ex- 
peded,  it  was  determined  to  go  in  queft  of 
them.  Accordingly  the  California  flood  to  the 
fouth,  and  the  Dobbs  to  the  north.  Meanwhile 
Captain  Ellis  went  alliore  in  the  pinnace,  near 
a  headland  which  he  named  Cape  Fry,  in  lati- 
tude 64  deg.  32  min.  The  tide  here  came  from 
the  north.  The  caafl  was  of  an  eafy  afcent,  but 
rote  pretty  high.  The  hills  appeared  of  a  red- 
difh  rock,  and  entirely  bare.  The  vall'es  were 
covered  with  a  Ihallow  turf^  and  here  and  there 

'  fome 
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fomc  plants  were  feen  i  among  the  reft  a  vetch 
in  bloom.  Conliderable  numbers  of  deer  were 
i'een  browling  on  the  fides  of  the  hills.  The 
fea-weeds  were  of  an  extraordinary  luxuriance ; 
which  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  there  were 
few  vegetables  on  Ihore. 

After  purfuing  different  routes,  to  find  the 
boats  fent  out  on  difcovery,  Captain  Ellis,  in  the 
Dobbs,  arrived  at  Cape  Fry,  without  making 
any  important  remarks ;  and  had  tl  xatisfadion 
to  find  the  California  in  company  with  the  two 
boats,  of  which  they  had  been  in  quefl.  The 
officers  on  board  them  reported,  that  they  found 
an  inlet  in  latitude  64  deg.  north,  upwards  of 
three  leagues  wide  at  the  entrance  j  but,  upon 
failing  farther,  it  became  fix  or  feven  leagues 
broad.  In  lefs  than  twenty  leagues  from  its 
mouth,  it  again  narrowed  to  four  leagues  j  but 
though  they  could  perceive  the  fhores  open  again, 
they  were  difcouraged  from  proceeding  farther, 
by  oblerving,  that  the  water,  by  degrees,  became 
more  turbid,  fhallow,  an4  freih.  In  their  pafT- 
age,  they  fell  in  with  numerous  Efquimaux, 
-who  fupplied  them  with  venifon  on  the  ealielt 
terms. 

Captain  Ellis  obferves,  "  that  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable this  inlet  may  have  fome  communication 
with  the  great  lake  within  land,  which  may, 
perhaps,  have  another  outlet  into  the  Weftern 
Ocean",  An  opinion  unconfirmed  by  fubfe- 
quent  difcoveries. 

The  fhips  being  near  Wager's  Straight,  and 

abfolutely  certain,  that  the  tide  in  the  Welcome 

came  from  the  north,  the  captains,  confidering 

I  the  warm  difpate  to  which  this  had  given  rife, 

between  Mr.  Dobbs  and  Captain  Middleton,  re» 
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folved  to  try  whether  it  was  really  a  ftraight  in 
the  Wellerii  Ocean,  as  the  former  of  thofe  gen- 
tleman had  concluded  J  or  a  frelh-water  river, 
as  the  latter  had  aHerted, 

Wager's  Straight,  as  it  was  then  called,  is  in 
65  deg.  33  min.  north  latitude,  and  in  88  deg. 
weft  longitude  from  London.  The  narrowed 
part  of  this  channel  is  about  five  leagues  to  the 
weft  ward  of  Cape  Dobbs;  and  there  the  tide 
flows  with  uncommon  rapidity.  While  the 
ihips  were  in  this  place,  the  mariners  had  Utile 
control  over  them ;  for  the  ftrenth  of  the  cur- 
rent carried  the  California  four  or  five  times 
round,  in  fpite  of  all  the  ejfForts  of  the  crew.  The 
water  raged,  foamed,  boiled,  and  whirled  about 
like  a  great  torrent,  broken  by  many  rocks,  in  a 
manner  both  aweful  and  furprifing. 

Having  pafled  Savage  Sound,  the  navigation 
became  more  fafe  and  eafy.  On  the  30th,  Cap- 
tain Ellis  was  off  Deer  Sound,  and  foon  anchor- 
ed in  Douglas  Harbour. 

After  mooring  the  fhips,  a  council  was  held 
on  board  the  Dobbs,  in  which  it  was  unani- 
moufly  agreed,  that  the  fhips  fhould  remain  in 
their  prel'ent  ftation,  while  the  boats  Ihould  pro- 
ceed up  the  flraight  as  far  as  poifible,  to  deter- 
mine its  nature  and  extent  j  and  to  prevent  the 
fhips  being  detained  too  long  in  this  inhofpita- 
ble  coaft,  it  was  fixed  that  they  fhould  fail  for 
England  on  the  25  th  of  Auguil,  whether  the 
boats  returned  or  not. 

In  purfuance  of  thefe  refolutions,  the  cap- 
tains failed,  with  proper  officers  and  mariners, 
in  the  boats  of  their  refpec'^live  fliips,  on  the  laft 
day  of  July,  with  a  favouring  gale.  Towards 
lii^ht;  they  were  alarmed  by  a  very  loud  noife, 
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fcfembling  the  found  of  an  imm^hfe  cataraft  j 
but  not  being  able  to  difcovcr  the  caufe,  they 
judged  it  prudent  to  come  to  an  anchor,  and  to 
land,  to  reconnoitre. 

A  party  having  with  difficulty  afcended  fome 
eminences  on  fhore,  found  it  fo  dark  that  they 
were  obliged  to  return  without  making  any  dif- 
coveries. 

In  afcending  thefe  rocky  mountains,  the  pro- 
fpe^l  was  as  gloomy  and  as  grand  as  ever  was 
feen  by  mortal  eyes.  While  they  walked  along 
the  beach,  the  pendant  rocks  feemed  ready  to  fall 
on  their  heads j  and  the  water  dailiing  from 
cliff  to  cliff,  made  a  horrid  noife.  The  ihore 
was  ftrewed  with  fragments  of  rocks,  torn  from 
the  mountain  tops,  by  the  expanfive  power  of 
froftj  and  many  maffeshung  in  fuch  a  form,  as 
if  every  moment  ready  to  tumble  into  the  plain. 

The  tremendous  noife,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
its  caufe,  rendered  the  night  tedious  and  reft- 
lefs.  Early  in  the  morning.  Captain  Ellis  went 
on  ihore  again,  and  foon  difcovered  that  the 
aftounding  noife  was  occalioned  by  the  tide  be- 
ing confined  in  a  paffage,  not  more  than  fixty 
yards  wide,  where  the  volume  of  water  and  its 
rapidity  were  exceeding  great.  This  barrier  is 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  en- 
trance of  the  ftraight ;  and  beyond  it,  Captain 
Ellis  obferved,  that  it  opened  to  five  or  fix  miles 
in  width,  to  the  wefi:ward  j  which  f\ill  gave  the 
hopes  of  a  communication. 

Having  paffed  the  fall  with  lefs  difficulty  than 
was  expe^ed  from  its  appearance  at  ebb  j  they 
found  the  fliores  on  both  fides  very  fteep,  and 
no  ground  to  be  felt  with  a  line  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  fathoms.    Here  Ibme  of  the  natives 
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vifited  them,  and  brought  dried  vcnifoii  and 
other  provilions,  to  exchange  for  European  com- 
modities. 

Seals  and  white  whales  were  ftill  numerous; 
but  the  water  freflieniug,  moft  of  the  company 
were  difcoaraged,  and  began  to  lofe  the  hopes  of 
finding  this  the  communication  they  expected. 
On  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  Auguft,  their  appre- 
henlio'  s  were  realized  :  the  water  all  at  once  be- 
.came  flioalyj  and,  on  examination,  they  had  the 
mortification  to  find  that  the  fancied  paflage  ter- 
minated in  two  fmall  unnavigable  riveiS,  one  of 
which  plainly  ilfued  from  a  large  lake  on  the 
•fouth-weft. 

While  they  remained  at  this  place,  feveral 
canoes  came  off  with  deer  and  buffaloes  flefti, 
and  fome  dried  falmon,  which  were  readily  pur- 
chafed.  Captain  Ellis  encouraged  thefe  people 
to  bring  more  fupplies ;  and,  by  way  of  curiofily, 
purchafed  whatever  they  offered  for  fale.  Hav- 
ing ingratiated  himfelf  with  them,  he  endeavour- 
ed to  obtain  fome  intelligence  with  refpeft  to 
another  fea,  which  he  ftrove  to  faggeft  to  them 
might  lie  to  the  weftward  5  •  and  to  make  them 
comprehend  his  meaning,  chalked  out  a  rude 
draught  of  the  coaft,  in  hopes  they  would  have 
continued  it ;  but,  to  his  difappointment,  he  found 
they  had  not  the  leaft  conception  of  fuch  a  fea. 

Among  the  Indians,  who  vifited  the  Englifh 
here,  was  a  perfon,  who,  though  he  ufed  the 
fame  language  and  drefs,  was  of  a  fairer  com- 
plexion, and,  from  his  ignorance  of  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  canoe,  was  evidently  of  another 
nation.  Captain  Ellis  fuppofing  he  might  be  a 
flave,  fent  Mr.  Thompfon,  the  furgeon,  to  try  to 
yedmPihim;  but  the  natives,  though  in  every 

other 
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Other  negotiation,  they  were  friendly  and  eafy, 
rejected  the  overture  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  niani- 
fefted  their  difapprobation. 

On  the  4th  of  Augutt,  the  boats  weighed, 
and  began  to  meafure  back  their  courfe  to  the 
ihips.  The  wind  being  contrary  and  high,  they 
took  ihelter  for  feme  hours  in  a  cove  under  the 
foiuh  ihore.  That  night  the  California's  boat 
Joft  a  man  j  who  was  unfortunately  knocked 
j  overboard  by  the  fudden  Ihifting  of  the  mainfail. 
On  the  6th,  they  repafled  the  fall,  and  next  day 
I  reached  the  fliips. 

A  council  was  immediately  held  to  receive 
jthc  report,  and  Mr.  Thompfon,  the  fnrgeon,  in- 
timating the  pofiibility  of  a  pafTage  towards  the 
north  ihore,  which  the  wind  and  weather  had 
prevented  them  from  approaching  fu|ficiently 
near,  in  the  late  expedition;  it  was  agi^eed  that 
I  another  attempt  Ihould  be  made,  and  that  no 
probable  communication  fhould  be  left  unex- 
plored. 

Accordingly,  Captain  Ellis,  attended  by  the 
Ifurgcon,  and  a  few  more,  fet  out  in  the  Refolu- 
[tion,  to  obtain  fatisfaftion  on  this  point.  In 
[their  paffage  they  faw  many  w^hales  and  feals  j 
Ibiit  foon  found  themfelves  embayed  by  the 
icoafl  and  iilands,  and  were  convinced  that  no 
[navigable  opening  exifted.  Again  fruftrated  in 
jtheir  expe6tations,  they  returiied  to  the  Ihips, 
[after  no  more  than  one  day's  abience. 

On  the  15th  of  Auguft,  they  left  Douglas 
[Harbour  5  and   in   the  Narrows,  entering   the 

''ager,  were  detained  by  a  flood  tide  for  feveral 
[hours.  On  the  17th,  being  in  the  Welcome, 
lear  Low  Breach,  it  was  propofed  to  go  thither 

id  try  the  tide.    Accordingly,  Captain  Ellis 

and 
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and  the  chief  mate,  with  fotne  hands,  fet  out  in 
a  boat  for  that  purpofe ;  but  the  time  of  high 
water  being  pall  before  they  could  reach  the 
fliore,  and  darkncfs  fetting  in,  it  was  necelTary 
to  wait  the  return  of  the  tide,  to  execute  the 
commillion  with  any  certainty.  For  fomc  houn 
the  Dobbs  continued  firing  lignal  guns;  but 
cither  the  wind  or  the  tide  driving  her  to  the 
northward,  by  day  break  Ihe  was  both  out  of] 
iight  and  out  of  hearing. 

The  bulinefs,  on  which  Captain  Ellis  went, 
being  accomplilhed,  and  *he  dire<5tIon  of  the 
tide  being  afcertained  to  come  from  the  north, 
he  next  began  to  confider  how  to  get  on  board. 
Having  loft  fight  of  the  (hip ;  not  knowing  what  I 
courfe  to  fteer  to  recover  lier  j  the  wind  begin- 
ning to  blow  frelh ;  and  the  Inow  to  fall,  were 
circumftances  of  terror  that  could  not  fail  to 
make  a  ftrong  impreifion  on  the  minds  of  thc| 
moft  refolute.  ,       . 

In  this  fituation,  fo  unexpefted  and  fo  alarm- 
ing, Captain  Ellis  exerted  himfelf  to  thejutraoft,! 
to  encourage  his  people;  and  fet  before  them 
every  ftimulus  to  endeavour,  and  every  danger  of 
relaxation.  To  regain  the  Ihip  was  the  only 
chance  of  prefervation  j  they  had  fcarcely  a  day's 
provifio  IS  aboard ;  and  neither  man  nor  beaft  was| 
to  be  found  on  this  inhofpitaUe  coaft. 

Putting  to  fea,  and  ftraining  every  nerve,  tol 
their  unfpeakable  joy,  about  twelve  leagues  from 
the  fliore,  theyefpied  the  fliips,  and  providential 
it  was  for  them  that  tliey  did  fo ;  for  the  wind] 
and  fea  foon  rofe  fo  high,  and  the  weather  be- 
came fo  thick  and  dark,  that  they  rauft  inevita- 
J)l^  have  jperilhed  in  the  boat, 

Oal 
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On  the  19th  they  turned  the  Refolutlon  adrift, 
land  agreed  to  bear  away  tor  England.     On  the 
29*h  they  entered  Hudfon's  Straights,  and  en- 
joyed plcafant  weather  till  the  3d  of  September, 
•when  it  began  to  alter  infinitely  for  the  worfe. 
Thick  and  noifome   fogs  were  prevalent;  and 
perhaps   this   dilpofition   of  the   air   made   the 
crews  rclapfe  into  the  fcurvy,  from  which  they 
had  been  for  fome  time  exempted.     This  was 
1  the  more  unfortunate,  on  account  of  the  dan- 
gerous navigation  of   thofe  feas,    ariling  from 
|Sie  narrownefs  of  the  iiraights,    the   want,   of 
foundings,  the  floating  mountains  of  ice,  and 
the  difmal  darknefs  of  the  atmofphere.     Terriric, 
Ihowever,  as  a  combination  of  fuch  circumftances 
linuft  be,  a  conllant  watch  and  liri6l  difciplinc 
[are  generally  found  to  prevent  any  ferious  dan- 
Igers;  and  hence  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Ihips  makf- 
jtheir  annual  voyages  with  as   few  difalieib  as 
[thofe  which  navigate  the  moll  placid  feas. 

A  prodigious  rippling  of  the  fea,  occafioned 
)y  the  tide  fetting  Itrongly  againft  a  frelh  wind, 
:onvinced  them  that  they  were  near  the  I  lies  of 
lefolution.  Here  ftveral  mountains  of  Ice  hove 
In  fight ;  but  as  the  Ihips  were  rapidly  advancing 
\o  a  warmer  climate,  tiiefe  were  foon  left  be- 
lind.  ' 

A  dreadful  florm  overtook  them  on  the  12th, 
|n  which  confiderable  damage  was  fullained  ; 
ind  the  California  was  feparated  from  the 
")obbs,  and  did  not  rejoin  her  till  after  ilie 
|:eached  Carllown,  in  the  Ifland  of  Pomoua , 

After  refrefliing  in  this  harbour  for  n  w  eek, 
ihey  continued  their  courfe  for  England,  and 
frrived  fafe;n  Yarmouth  Rr)ads,  on  the  14  th  of 

1  October; 
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Oftober  j  having  been   ablent  from  thence  one 
year,  four  months,  and  feventeen  days. 

Thus  ended  a  voyage  which  had  raifed  the  ex* 
pv~**tations  of  all  the  maritime  countries  of  Europe, 
ana  left  them  difappointed.  It,  however,  ter- 
minated the  difpute  from  which  this  expedition 
originated  J  and  it  has  fatisfied  the  moft  preju- 
diced, that,  fhould  a  paflage  a6tually  exift,  it  will 
never  be  found  uteful  for  any  commercial  pur- 
poie^. 
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VOYAGES  OF 
CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  DAMPIER, 

ROUND  THE  WORLD,  &c. 


EFORE  we  enter  on  the  life  and  adven- 
tures of  Dampier,  it  may  be  necelfary  to 
rive  a  Ihort  hiftory  of  the  Buccaneers,  a  defcrip- 
fion  of  men  with  whom4ie  was  clofely  conne^- 
»d,  and  with  whom  he  affociated  too  long. 

No  fooner  had  the  Spaniards  polfelTed  them- 
felves  of  the  rich  and  fertile  provinces  of  South 

imerica,  than  predatory  expeditions  were  fitted 
)ut  againft  them,  by  individuals,  belonging  to 
(liofe  nations,  with  whom  they  were  at  war. 
'his,  as  we  have  obferved  on  another  occafion, 
vas  the  cheap  and  difgraceful  mode  of  annoy- 
ing an  enemy  J  and  governments,  during  the 
ift  and  preceding  centuries,  were  not  fuffi- 
[iently  enlightened,  or  fufficiently  honeft,  to 
n^ithhold  their  fandion  from  a  fpecies  of  pirati- 
bal  warfare,  in  the  plunder  of  which  they  fre- 
[uently  participated. 

Though  we  hate  ftill  to  lament  the  preval- 

[nce  of  devaflation,  arifing  from  mad  ambition 

[r  accurfed  avarice,  we  muft  do  the  age  we  live 

the  juftice,  to  allow,  that  war  is  ftripped  of 

lany  of  its  former  horrors  5  and  that  a  ienfe  of 

loral  re6titude    and  honourable   fentiment    is 

jifible  in  its  moll  dreadful  operations  among  ci»* 

fill  zed  nations.'   A  juH  difcrimination  is  now 
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eftabliflied  between  the  voluntary  criminal,  and 
the  implicated  innocent  j  and  the  contentions  ot'l 
fovereigns,  though  often  fatal  to  the  public,  un- 
der  the  prelent  fyftem  of  things,  are  feldom  ex- 1 
tended  to  private  property. 
n   But  the  buccaneers  did  not  always  confine  I 
f themfelves  to  revenge  the  wrongs  of  their  coun.  | 
try,  by  every  means  of  pillage  :  they  frequently, 
in  detiance  of  legal  power,  carried   defolationi 
over  feas  and  flioies,  ftimulated  by  the  lult  of 
gain  alone,  and  therefore,  could  only  rank  witii 
pirates  of  the  woril  clafs,  and  of  the  molt  aban- 
doned principles.     Regardlcfs  of  the  interefts  or 
rights  of  nations,  during  profound  peace  between 
governments,  they  fometimes  exercifed  hollilities 
to  an  extent  unjuftifiable,  where  open  enmity  is{ 
avowed. 

This  clafs  of  men,  who  once  made  fome  figiirel 
in  naval  hiftory,  was  generally  compofed  of  fucli 
as  were  low  in  their  origin,  or  ruined  in  their 
fortunes  ;  and  they  were  more  diftinguilhed  fori 
the  mifchief  they  did,  than  for  the  advantages] 
they  individually  reaped  from  their  lawlefs  pur- 
fuits.     What  they  rapidly  acquired,  they  profli- 
gately fpent ;  and  if  they  did  not  always  qu^rell 
among  themfelves  about  the  diftribution  of  tnej 
plunder,  they  feldom  repofed  longer  from  out- 
rage than  they  could  fquander  away,  in  wanton  fol- 
ly, what  they  had  gained  at^the  riik  of  their  lives.! 
Captain  William  Dampier,  who  is  deeply  im-[ 
plicated  in  thefe  cenfures,  was  defcended  fromaj 
reputable  family  in  Somerfetfliire,  where  he  wasl 
born  in  1652.     His  parents,  it  feems,  were  noti 
opulent ;  but  during  their  life-time,  which  wasl 
fliort,  they  gave  their  fon  fuch  an  education,  asl 
was  thought  requilite  to  qualify  him  for  ordinary! 

trade! 
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trade.  He  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  them  both 
while  he  was  very  young ;  nor  do  \\  find  on 
whom  the  care  of  his  juvenile  years  devolved. 
Jiarly,  however,  he  gave  indications  of  a  roving 
difpofition  and  a  fondnefs  for  fea.  In  compli" 
ance  with  this  humour,  he  was  bound,  abo"t  the 
year  l66g,  to  the  mailer  of  a  fhip  at  Weyiiicuth, 
with  whom  he  made  a  voyage  to  France  the  /ame 
year;  and,  in  the  following,  went  in  the  fame 
fervice  to  Newfoundland.  The  feverity  of  that 
climate,  and  the  hardlhips  he  had  endured,  cool- 
ed a  little  his  youthful  fervor  j  and,  on  his  re- 
turn from  Newfoundland,  he  viiited  his  friends 
jn  the  country,  and  appeared  to  have  loft  much 
I  of  his  eagirnefs  for  a  maritime  life. 

His  native  propenfity,  however,  foon  returned ; 

land,  on  his  hearing  that  a  ihip  was  fpeedily  to 

fail  from  the  port  of  London  for  the  Eaft  Indies, 

he  repaired  to  town,  and  entered  himfelf  as  a 

common  mariner,     In  this  lituation,  he  made  a 

voyage  to  Bantam  ;  and  returned  much  improv- 

[ed  in  naval  experience  and  general  knowledge. 

He  arrived  in  England  in  January  1^72  j  and 

I  foon  after,  retired  to  his  brother's  houie  in  So- 

m^fletlhire,  where  he  remained  the  following 

jfummer. 

Next  year  he  entered  on  board  the  Prince 

iEoyal,  commanded  by  the  famous  Sir  Edward 

Spragge,  and  was  prefent  in  two  engagements 

againft  the  Dutch  ;  but  falling  fick,  was  put  on 

board  an  hofpital  fliip  a  few  days  before  the  laft 

jbattle,  in  which  his  brave  commander  fell. 

Having  recovered  his  health,  he  revilited  his 
[native  country,  where  he  fell  in  company  with 
[Colonel  Hellier,  a  gentleman;  who  had  a  large 
)lantation  in  Jamaica ;   and  by  him^  Dampier 
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was  engaged  to  go  out  as  fuperintendent  of  hlj 
Weft  India  property.  In  this  fervice,  he  failed 
from  the  Thames  in  the  fpring  of  1674,  and  re- 
fidcd  fome  months  in  Jamaica  j  but  dillikingthe 
employment  he  filled,  at  the  perfuafion  of  Cap. 
tain  Hodfell,  he  enlifted  himfelf  among  the  W 
cutters  J  and  in  this  capacity  embarked  for  the 
Bay  of  Campeachy.  Here  he  exerted  his  nfual| 
Adivity  ;  and  underwent  many  and  fevere  hard- 
ihips,  before  he  could  return  to  Jamaica,  which  | 
he  did  about  the  clofe  of  1675.  * 

In   the   February  following,  he  returned  tol 
Campeachy  with  greater  profpeds  of  advantage; 
and  making  himfelf  perfe£tly  mafter  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  in  which  he  was  engaged,  began  to  form 
fome  proje6ts  of  advancing  his  fortune,  as  a  trader 
in  log'M^d.     This,  however,  made  it  neceflary 
for  him  To  revifit  England,  where  he  landed  in 
1678.     During  his  continuance  in  the  Bay  of| 
Campeachy,  he  had  been  introduced  to  the  ac- 
quaintance of  fome  buccaneers,  which,  probably,! 
led  him  afterwards  to  embrace  a  kind  of  life,  ofl 
which,  it  is  certain,  at  a  future  period,  he  was! 
very  much  afhamed.     Hence  he  has  conceale(l| 
of  palliated  many  circumftances  in  his  adven- 
tures, that  he  conceived  were  injurious  to  his  re* 
putation. 

Dampier,  however,  did  not  at  once  abandon] 
his  original  fcheme  of  following  the  trade  of  a| 
log  cutter  ;  and  with  this  view,  he  failed  to  Ja- 
maica in  1679;  but  for  reafons  unknown,  chang- 
ed his  refolution  of  fettling  at  Campeachy  j  ^ndl 
invefting  the  property  he  had  acquired,  in  a  fmalll 
eftate  in  Dorfetfliire,  agreed  to  take  a  trip  to  thel 
continent  with  a  friend,  Mr.  Hobby,  before  hii| 
return  to  his  native  land. 

Soonl 
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Soon  after  fetting  out.  Captain  Hobby  came 
Jo  an  anchor  in  Nigral  Bay,  in  Jamaica,  where 
Captains  Coxon,  Sawkins,  Sharpe,  and  other 
)uccaneers  were  then  lying.  Hobby's  men,  daz- 
sled  with  the  profpe6t  of  greater  gain,  deferted 
Ihim,  and  entered  on  board  thefe  velfels ;  and 
Jampier,  finding  that  his  folitary  alhllance  could 
lot  much  avail  his  friend,  at  laft  confented  to 
[take  a  part  in  the  fame  expedition. 

They  firft  proceeded  againft  Porto  Bello,  where 
leeting  with  fuccefs,  they  took  the  refolution  of 
[croiring  the  Iftbmus  of  Darien,  in  order  to  pur-» 
fue  their  predatory  defigns  in  the  South  Seas, 
[Captain  Sawkins,  being  chofen  their  leader,  the 
)uccaneers,  to  the  numbe'r  of  three  or  four  hun-p 
Idred  men,  marched  towards  Santa  Martha  on  the 
[Pacific  Ocean,  whicli  they  took  withojk  niuch 
lifficulty ;  but  were  difappoiqted  in  ^^e  rich 
Ifpoils  they  expe6ted  j  and  in  confequence,  quar' 
Irelled  with  one  another,  and  in  the  event  parted 
{company , 

As  the  defign  upon  Panama  was  viewed  in  ^ 
[favourable  light  by  feveral  in  this  fraternity,  a 
[body  of  them  went  forward,  and  made  an  attack 
Ion  PuebJa  Nova,  in  which  they  were  defeated, 
land  Sawkins  killed ;  while  Coxon  and  others 
[proceeded  to  the  North  Seas,  and  there  continued 
[their  depredations^ 

After  the  death  of  Sawkins,  Captain  Sharpe 
[was  promoted  to  the  command ;  but  the  com- 
[pany,  who  afTumed  a  paramount  authority,  foon 
Idifplaced  him,  and  chofe  Captain  Watling  in  his 
[^Qom.  Under  this  officer,  an  attempt  was  made 
on  Arica,  whicli  proved  unfortunate^  and  the 
bpw  Qommander  fell  in  the  atStion^ 
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As  the  buccaneers  began  to  be  fenfible,  that 
without  fubordi nation,  all  thfcir  fchemes  would  | 
prove  abortive,  they  proceeded  to  another  elet- 
tion  3  when  it  appeared,  that  there  were  two  facJ 

•  tions,  irreconcileably  bent  on  fubmitting  to  a  dif. 
ferent  commander.  Another  reparation  was  thus 
inevitable;  and  on  putting  it  to  the  decilion  of 
the  lots,  which  party  ihould  retain  the  lliip,  that| 
to  which  Dampier  adhered  proved  unfortunate, 
and  Captain  Sharpe  obtained  the  prize. 

On  the  17th  of  April  168I,  the  difappointedl 
faction,  without  acknowledging  any  commander, 
refolved  to  profecute  their  delign  of  repafling  the  I 
Ifthmus,  though  they  were  but  forty-feven  men 
in  all  ;  and  their  artificial  force  and  provilions 
very  flender.     This  is  one  of  the  boldeft  under- 
takings ever  projeded  by  defperate  men.     Be- 
ginning* their  journey  over  land  on  the  ift  of  I 
May,  in  the  fpace  of  tv/cnty-two  days  they  ac-| 
complillied  their  purpofe,  without  any  confider- 
able  lofs.     In'their  progrefs  they  paifed  over  lofty  I 
mountains,  travelled  through  unfrequented  vales, 
and  forded  or  fwam  acrofs  deep  and  dangerous | 
rivers,  with  undaunted  refolution. 

It  is  a  common  remark,  that  particular  powers! 
lie  dormant  in  the  mind  and  body  of  man,  whichj 
can  only  be  called  forth  on  particular  conjunc- 
tures. And  never  was  this  obfervation  morel 
fully  verified  than  in  the  cafe  of  thefe  people, 
who,  on  a  hoftile  ihore,  unfurniflied  with  ade-l 
quate  refources,  and  apparently  defolate  and  for- 
faken,  were  yet  able  to  effectuate  a  paflage, 
which  fcarcely  any  fet  of  men,  on  the  principlcsl 

-of  mature  and  deliberate  reafon^  would  ever  have| 
tliGuglit  of  undertaking. 

Having! 
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rtaving  reached  the  north  (hore,  they  imrtiedi- 
lately  embarked  on  board  the  fliip  of  Captain 
ITrilh'ian,  a  Frenchman  j  and  within  two  days' 
[joined  eight  other  buccaneering  veirels.     Thei'e 
fadventurers  had  it  in  contemplation  to  attempt 
another  expedition,  over  land,  to  Panama ;  but 
the  danger  of  fuch  an  undertaking  being  fully 
and  fairly  reprefented  to  them,  they  abandoned' 
Ithis  defign  j  and  proceeded  to  make  an  attack 
(on  Spanilh  Town,  lying  on  Carpenter's  Rivisr  y 
[for  which  purpofe,  the  lliips  fucceflively  failed. 
That  which  carried  Dampier  arriving  at  the 
)lace  of  rendezvous^  found  an  Engliih  captain^ 
[there,  of  the  name  of  Wright,  who  had  lately' 
Itaken  a  Spanifh  tartan,  part  of  a  fc^uadron  of 
Ifmall  frigates,  that  had  been  in  <^ueft  of  thei 
Ipiratesi     Dampier  Jlnd  his  friends  joined"  in  re- 
jquefting  him  to  fit  out  this  tartan  for  them,; 
which  delire  was  granted,  on  condition  of  their 
'5ling  under  his  command.     As  the  remainden 
)f  the  fleet  did  not  arrive  at  the"  appointed  timey 
it  was  concluded,   that   they  had   been   eithef 
taken  or   difperfed   by  the  enemy.     Imprefled 
^vith  this  belief,  they  felt  themfelves  at  liberty  to 
)urfue  their  own   particular  defigns.     Accord- 
ingly, Captain  Wright  Hood  for  Carthagena  j- 
md  being  joined  by  Captain  Yankey,  they  took" 
prize  laden  with  fugar  and  tobacco. 
The  booty  being  divided,  the  captains  Jigaiir 
)arted  j    Wright  ftanding  towards  the  Caracca 
^oaft,  where  he  took  three  barks.     Captain  Yan- 
cey had  one  Cboke  for  his  quarter-mafter,  who, 
iccording  to  the  buccaneer  regulations,  was  fe- 
^ond  in  command  ;  and  having  taken  a  Spaniili 
prize,  Cooke  obtained  the  Ihip  ;    and  all  who 
Vvere  inclined,  were  free  to  join  him. 

After 


6s  DAMPIERS    VOYAGES, 

After  a  variety  of  accidents  and  diflenfloni 
among  the  commanders,  who  were  jealous  of 
ea<:h  other,  Dampier,  and  about  twenty  men,  ob. 
tained  one  of  the  barks  captured  by  Captain 
Wright,  and  failed  for  Virginia  i  where  he  fell 
in  with  the  above-mentioned  Captain  Cooke,  who 
was  an  old  acquaintance,  and  whofe  fortunes  he 
rpfolved  to  follow.  Dampier  had  fufficient  ad- 
drefs  to  bring  oyer  moft  of  his  companions  to  the 
lame  rpfolution,  to  the  great  fatisfn6lion  of  the 
commander,  in  whofe  intereft  he  had  engaged. 

After  thefe  defultory  expeditions,  in  which  wg 
l^ave  feen  Dampier  was  concerned,  he  now  be^ 
G^ipe.raore  IVationaryj  and  the  hiflory  he  Las 
given  of  himfelf  regularly  commer^ces  ^t  this| 
period,  ' 

.  CfJptain  Cooke  failed  from  Achamnck,  in  Vir-I 
ginia,  on  the  23d  of  Auguft  l0'83  j  and  ileered 
his;  courfe  for  the  Cape  Vcrd  lilands.  In  his 
palTage,  he  encountered  a  violent  ftorm  of  eight 
days  duration  j  but  efcaped  without  any  material | 
damage,  '       , 

}  Jiaving  refreihed'at  Cape  Verd,  they  proceed- 
ed to  the  Ifle  of  Sal,  a  miferable  fpot,  chiefly  ce^ 
Icbrated  for  its  fait  ponds  j  and  from  thence  tql 
JVIayo.     Here  the  inhabitants  ftudiouily  avoided! 
^liy  intercourfe  with  them  j  and,  thus  being  dif- 
appointed  in  their  expected  fupplies,  they  toucIi-| 
ed  on  thp;  African  coallsr  ^ 

r  After  laying  in  a  flock  of  provifions,  they  de- 
termined to  pafs  the  Straights  of  Magellan,  A\ 
contrary  wind  obliged  them  to  double  Capel 
Horn  ;  and  fcarcely  had  they  pafled  this,  when! 
they  experienced  a  fucceflion  of  Horms,  whichl 
laftcd  nearly  three  weeks,  without  abatement." 
Jioweyer,  oji  XhG  l^th  pf  March^   they  foiiiidl 

.    .  ^Ijeralelvesl 
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ihemfelves  in  latitude  48  deg.  louth  j  and  two 
lays  after,  defcried  a  lliip,  wliich,  at  firft>  the/ 
took  for  a  Spaniard,  but  afterwards  found  flie 
)eIonged  to  their  own  country,  and  was  com- 
ignded  by  Captain  Eaton.  Thefe  veflels  pro- 
ceeded in  company  to  the  lile  of  Juan  Fei'nandez. 
No  fooner  had  Captain  Cooke  moored  there, 
^liaii  Dampier,  recolleding'  that  a  Mofkito  man 
rad  accidentally  been  left  on  that  ifland  in  168I, 
rhen  he  failed  with  Captain  Walling,  eagerl/ 
jot  on  fhore,  with  a  view  of  refcuing  this  un- 
lappy  perfoQ,  fhould  he  ftill  be  alive  j  and  full 
)f  curiofity  to  know  his  adventures. 

This  poor  fellow,  it  feems,  felt  no  lefs  anxiety 
|o  obtain  fome  intelligence  of  his  friends,  when 
le  perceived  that  the  fliips,  which  were  ap- 
)roaching  his  folitary  domain,  belonged  to  Eng- 
land.   In  hopes  that  they  would  come  to  an  an- 
chor there,  he  had  bulled  himfelf  in  killing  three 
Joats,  and  colleding  greens,   to  entertain  the 
trews,  as  foon  as  he  was  able  to  afcertain  to  what 
|oiintry  the  ihips  belonged.     He  was  ready  on 
Ihe  beach  before  the  veflels  could  be  well  fecur  * 
fd ;  and  one  of  his  countrymen  being  on  board, 
is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  lively  emotions  of 
)y  they  felt,  at  this  accidental  interview. 
The  Mofkito  man  on  board  had  obtained  the 
lame  of  Robin  j  his  countryman  on  the  ifland 
i'as  named  Will.     They  embraced  each  other 
^ith  the  mofl:  aff'ectionate  fliow  of  regard  5  and 
[he  furprize,  the  tendernefs,  and  the  folemnity  of 
lie  meeting  excited  correfpondent   feelings  in 
he  bofoms  of  the  whole  company,  who,  from 
kofeflional  habits,  were  not  much  inclined  to 
^ive  way  to  fenflbility. 
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"When  Dampler  came  up,  Will  was  no  Iffjl 
tranfported  to  fee  him  than  his  countryman,  but 
he  exprefled  it  in  another  manner,     He  had  \k\ 
happinefs,  too,  to  find  other  friends  among  the 
crew  5  and  a  meeting,  fo  unexpeftcd,  was  to  the 
higheft  degree  grateful  to  all.     The  MolkitoJ 
indeed,  wer^univerfal  favourites  among  the  bucJ 
cancers,  from  the  alacrity  they  always  ihewed  tol 
engage  in  their  expeditions,  and  the  prompt  ferj 
vices  they  rendered  on  ihip  board, 

Ceremonies  of  congratulation  being  paft,  Willi 
was  interrogated  in  what  manner  he  had  fpentl 
his  time,  and  what  adventures  he  had  run! 
through  on  the  ifland.  He  informed  them,  tha 
the  Spaniards  had  feveral  times  been  in  quell  ofl 
him,  knowing  he  had  been  left  there  j  but  that! 
by  conrtant  vigilance,  and  occupying  a  fafe  ie{ 
treat,  they  had  never  been  able  to  find  him.l 
"When  left,  he  had  in  his  pofleffion  a  gun,  a  knifej 
a  fmall  quantity  of  powder,  and  a  few  Ihot.  ThisI 
ammunition  being  expended,  he  contrived  a  wayl 
by  notching  his  knife,  to  faw  the  barrel  of  hil 
gun  into  fmall  pieces,  of  which  he  afterwarda 
formed,  by  infinite  labour,  a  complete  fet  of  ira"! 
pleiTients  for  catching  his  prey,  both  by  fea  ani 
Hnd.  The  ingenuity  he  had  difplayed  in  thJ 
manufafture  of  his  different  inllruments,  aftoj 
nilhed  every  perfon  j  but  it  feems,  that  ingenuitJ 
is  natural  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Molkito  fliorej 
and  their  ignorance  of  arts  is  abundantly  fup] 
plied  by  the  fertility  of  their  inventiops. 

Will  had  ere6ted  a  hut  about  a  mite  and  al 
half  from  the  fhore,  which  he  had  curioufly  linef 
•^ith  goat-lkins.  He  had  likewife  conftrufteil 
g  couch  about  two  feet  high,  which  he  had  renj 

dereJ 
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lered  foft  and  eafy  with  the  fur  of  beads,  and  the 
fender  plumage  of  birds. 

Clothes  he  had  none  remaining.  What  he  had 
)n  his  back,  at  the  time  he  was  deferted  by  his 
companions,  were  foon  worn  out,  or  torn  among 
^he  brambles,  through  which  he  purfued  his  prey, 
laring  the  fpace  of  nearly  three  years,  he  had 
lot  converfed  with  any  human  being  j  and 
hough  he  had  feen  Spaniards,  he  took  care  they 
lould  never  fee  him. 

The  buccaneers  left  this  ifland  on  the  8th  of 
ipril,  and  then  failed  towards  the  equinoctial, 
(t  is  almoft  needlefs  to  lay,  that  they  received 
)oor  Will  on  board,  with  mutual  li^tisfa6tion  j 
le  happy  to  be  reftored  to  human  fociety,  the 
bew  pleafed  to  gain  an  acceflion  to  their  num- 
)ers. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  they  took  a  ihip  laden  with 
limber  J  and  at  the  fame  time  gained  informa- 
kon,  that  the  Spaniards  were  apprized  of  their 
)eing  in  the  South  Seas ;  and  that  they  had  made 
lome  preparations  for  their  reception. 
Depending  on  the  intelligence  received  from 
leirpr.foners,  relative  to  the  (late  of  the  coaft,they 
Ihought  of  attacking  Truxillo  j  but  afterwards 
[apturing  fome  velfels  laden  with  flour  for  Lima, 
ley  found  a  letter  on  board  one  of  the  prizes, 
rom  which  they  learned,  that  this  city  was  put 
ito  a  ftate  of  defence.  In  confequence  of  this, 
ley  abandoned  their  defign,  and  failed  for  the 
Jallipagos  Iflands,  where  they  laid  up  five  hun- 
dred facks  of  meal  for  a  fca-ftore  ;  and  regaled 
fiemfelves  with  the  turtle  abounding  on  the  coafts. 
Their  next  deltination  was  Ria  Lexa,  where 
hey  were  flattered  with  the  hopes  of  finding 
iuch  treafure.    An  Indian  prifoner  promifed  to 

condu^ 
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cmidii6t  them  thither,  on  whol'e  fincerity  thejl 
thought  proper  to  rely.  Intciuling,  however,  to 
touch  at  the  Illand  of  Cocoas,  in  5  cleg.  40  mini 
fouth  latitude,  they  fleered  thither  j  but  t'ounj 
it  impoflibie,  wit)i  all  their  ikill,  to  reach  the 
port.  They,  therefore,  di  reded  their  courfe  lor 
the  continent  j  and  on  their  way  loii  their  cap. 
tain,  whofc  death  difeoncerted  them  extremely. 

That  they  might  perform  the  rites  of  fepulture 
to  their  deceafed  officer,  v  ith  all  the  folemiiitd 
in  their  power,  they  lleered  for  Caldera  Bay, 
where  they  anchored.  While  fome  of  the  crewl 
were  digging  a  grave,  three  Indians  voluntarilyl 
entered  into  converfation  with  them,  which  giv- 
ing rife  to  lufpicion,  they  were  fcized,  and  proved! 
to  be  fpies,  fent  from  a  town  at  fome  diftance. 

The  Bnglifli,  turning  this  artifice  of  the  Spa{ 
niards  upon  themfelves,  by  dint  of  promifes  audi 
lenity,  found  that  thefe  very  men,  who  were  i'm\ 
tq  watch  their  motions,  were  capable  of  diredinj 
them  to  a  fpot  where  plenty  bf  live  cattle  was  toj 
be  obtained.  This  piece  of  intelligence  was  too 
j|greeable  to  be  neglected  j  and,  accordingly,! 
twenty-four  men,  with  one  of  the  Indian  guidcsi| 
fet  out  on  the  expedition. 

After  a  march  of  four  miles,  the  party  came 
in  light  of  a  favanna,  where  numbers  of  cattld 
were  feeding.  Some  were  for  immediately  killj 
ing,  and  carrying  off  as  many  as  they  could  maJ 
cage  5  but  the  greater  part,  with  lefs  prudent| 
jforefight,  were  determined  to  day  all  night,  and 
fecurc  as  many  as  would  victual  the  Ihips  all 
once.  This  refolution  prevailing,  Dampier,  whJ 
was  on  the  expedition,  with  fome  of  the  com] 
pany,  withdrew,  taking  the  Indian  guide  bacis 
with  them 
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The  morning  arrived  j  but  none  of  the  abfen- 
tces  were  fcen.  Some  dii'aller  being  apprehended 
to  have  befallen  them,  the  boats  were  manned, 
jiid  fent  on  the  look  out  for  them.  As  they 
^vcre  rowing  along,  they  perceived  a  number  of 
people  wading  up  to  the  middle  in  the  water  j 
iiid  approaching,  found  it  was  their  own  people 
In  this  piteous  lituation.  Fortunately,  they  were 
ill  got  on  board  j  but  had  they  been  dilcovered 
jnly  one  hour  later,  the  tide  mull  have  iwallow- 
:d  them  up. 

On  enquiry  it  was  found,  that  they  had  been 
)?rmitted  to  lleep  all  night,  unmolefted  j  but  as 
[hey  were  difperfed  among  the  cattle  in  the 
norning,  on  a  fudden,  a  large  party  of  Spanifh 
foldiers,  well  armed,  polled  themfelves  in  fuch  a 
ituj^tion,  as  to  be  able  to  cut  off  their  retreat. 

Alarmed  at  this  unexpected  ambulh,  they 
inade  hafte  to  join,  refolving  to  fell  their  lives  as 
lear  as  poflible,  if  an  efcape  fhould  be  found  im- 
)ra6licable.  Accordingly,  they  attempted  a  route 
liiferent  from  the  diredion  of  the  ihips  -,  and  at 
[he  fame  time,  endeavoured  to  keep  the  enemy' 
it  a  dillance  by  occalional  vollies  of  Ihot.  The 
Spaniards  appeared  rather,  anxious  to  prote6t 
[hemfelves,  than  to  cut  off  the  invaders  j  and  by 
jautious  circumfpedion,  this  fmall  party,  at  laft, 

lade  good  a  retreat  to  the  beach.  When  they 
[rrived  there,  they  faw  their  boat  in  flames  ;  and 
"le  Spaniards  polled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  all 
[ommunication  with  the  ihips  was  cut  off. 

Conceiving  themfelves  now  devoted   to  de- 
krudion,  they  began  to  defpair  j  when  fome  of 

lem  fortunately  efpied  a  rock  jull  rifing  above 
[he  water,  at  the  di^ance  of  one  hundred  yards 
rom  the  Ihore,    Catching  at  this  laft  refuge. 

Vol,  III.  H  .       tUey 
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they  committed  themfelves  to  the  deep,  toefcapel 
the  fury  of  their  enemies.  They  ruftied  into  the 
fea,  hand  in  hand,  with  the  determined  refolution 
to  perifh  or  efcape  together.  In  this  manner 
they  reached  the  rock,  where  they  remained  fome| 
hour&  5  and  had  not  their  companions  fo  oppor- 
tunely  come  to  their  relief,  the  waves  would] 
have  foon  been  their  grave. 

Notwithftanding  this  lucky  efcape,  the  bucca-l 
ncers  felt  more  difappointment  than  pleafureJ 
becaufe  they  found  it  unfafe  to  make  a  fecond 
attempt  to  obtain  fupplies,  of  which  they  flood 
in  great  need.     Weighing  anchor,  they  came  to 
Ria  Lexa,  which  is  known  by  a  high-peaked  vol-| 
cano. 

Thefe  freebooters  furprifed  the  Spanifli  guardl 
on  a  fmall  ifland  on  the  coaft,  and  from  theirl 
prifoners  obtained  the  mortifying  intelligence,! 
that  the  town  was  too  well  defended,  for  fucK  al 
fmall  force  to  make  any  efFedual  impreffion  on  it.| 
Again  fruftrated  in  their  expectations,  they  fteeredl 
for  the  Gulph  of  Amapalla,  where  they  careened! 
their  fhips  j  having  previoufly  fent  Captain  Davis,! 
with  two  canoes,  to  colleft  information  on  the! 
coaft.  Davis,  foon  after  fetting  out',  came  to  a| 
fmall  ifland,  on  which  ftands  the  town  of  Man- 
gera.  In  this  place,  he  found  only  a  friar  and| 
two  boys,  who  ihared  his  fortune.  All  the  other! 
inhabitants  had  fled,  on  the  firft  alarm  of  a  party] 
of  ftrangers  having  landed. 

From  the  monk.  Captain  Davis  learned,  that] 
there  were  feveral  Indian  villages  in  the  Gulph ! 
but  only  three  towns  with  churches  j  and  thatl 
himfelf  and  another  were  all  the  white  people  inl 
this  diftria. 
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In  confequence  of  this  information,  the  cap- 
tain advanced  to  the  eminence  on  which  Ama* 
alia  was  iituated,  taking  the  monk  and  boys  in 
is  train.  As  they  were  gaining  the  afcent,  the 
other  white  man,  attended  by  an  Indian  chief, 
hailed  them.  The  captain  made  no  difficulty  in 
declaring,  that  they  were  Spaniards,  fent  to  clear 
the  coaft  j  and  that  their  fhips  being  foul,  they 
intended  to  refit,  and  claimed  the  ailiftance  of 
his  Catliolic  Majefty's  fubjedts  for  this  purpofe. 

The  white,  whom  they  addrefled,  a6ted  as  fe- 
crctary  to  the  Spaniili  government  in  this  quar- 
ter j  and  being  cajoled,  by  Davids  profeflions, 
into  a  belief  that  he  was  difcharging  his  duty, 
bid  them  welcome,  and  promifed  every  aflift- 
ance  in^his  power.  The  Indian  inhabitants  tef- 
tified  a  limilar  refpe6i:  j  and  thus  preliminaries 
being  fettled,  they  were  conduced  to  the  church, 
wliere  all  bufinefs  of  a  public  nature  was  tranf- 
a6ted. 

The  friar  entering  firft,  in  virtue  of  his  profef- 
fion,  was  followed  by  Davis  and  mod  of  the  fpec- 
tators  J  but  one  or  two  of  the  Indians,  loitering 
behind,  were  puilied  in  by  the  Englilh,  on  which 
they  began  to  fufpe^:  danger,  and  fptang  back 
again.  The  reft  uf  the  Indians  followed  their 
example;  and  Davis  and  the  friar  were  left. 
alone,  in  confternation  at  the  caufe  of  their  defer- 
tion. 

The  brutal  and  wanton  inftigators  of  niifchief 
now  fired  on  the  flying  Indians,  and  in  the  con- 
fufion  the  fecretary  was  flain ;  undefervedly 
meeting  his  fate  from  pretended  friends,  whom 
he  was  ready  to  ferve.  Davis  had  planned  to  fe- 
cure  thefe  people  in  the  church,  and  then  make 


his  own  terms 


but   the   event  fliewed,  that 
H2  *  he 
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he  might  have  efFed^ed  all  he  wiflied,  wItho\it| 
treachery,  without  cruelty. 

Soon  forgetting  the  unprovoked  outrage  thejl 
had  fufFered,  the  Indians  ihewed  the  Englifh  thc| 
moll  pointed  attention  j  and  lent  them  a  volun- 
tary aliiftance  in  the  repair  of  their  fhips.     They  I 
alfo  fupplied  them  with  cattle  and  provi lions, 
from  the  main  ;  and  performed  the  moft  meniall 
offices  without  a  murmur.     All  this  while,  the| 
friar  and  his  two  attendants  were  detained  pri- 
foners  j  and  as  the  Indians  had  a  high  venera-l 
tion  for  the  man  and  his  charader,  they  iliewedl 
no  other  jealoufy  of  the  Englilh,  but  left  theyl 
fhould  carry  him  away.     He  was  endeared  tol 
them   by   long   acquaintance ;   he   had  learncdl 
their  language,  and  a6ted,  on  every  occalion,  asl 
their  father  and  their  friend.     An  ecclefiaftic  otl 
fuch  a  defcription,  will   never  have  reafon  to| 
complain  of  the  want  of  honourable  diftin6tion 

To  have  carried  off  this  prieft,  would  havel 
been  a  piece  of  the  bafeft  ingratitude  to  thciil 
benefa6tors,  and  no  advantage  to  themfelvesl 
The  l-^tter  motive,  perhaps,  influenced  them  tol 
liberate  him,  as  foon  as  they  were  ready  to  faill 
On  the  3d  of  September,  they  were  again  equip-l 
ped  for  fea  j  but  the  two  companies  having  quar-| 
relied,  they  refolved  to  purfue  different  courfes. 

Davis  direded  his  courfe  along  the  main  ofl 
Peru,  and  at  length  touched  at  the  Illand  ot| 
Plata;  while  Eaton,  who  had  failed  in  a  diffe-j 
rent  diredion,  at  Inft,  being  in  want  of  watcrl 
came  to  the  fame  illand.  Eaton,  in  his  progrefsj 
met  with  fuch  dreadful  ftcrms  of  thunder  and! 
lightning,  that  the  crew  expected  every  momeiil| 
to  be  involved  in  elementjal  lire.  An  accommo-l 
dation  was  attempted  between  the  two  captains] 
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\i  this  place  5  but  this  failing,  Captain  Eaton 
[jfpeedily  fet  fail. 

I    Captain  Davis  next  made    an    attack   upon 

[Manta,  about  eight  leagues  diftance.    All  the 

hnhabitants  deferted  the  town  before  they  could 

leuter  it  j  leaving  only  an  old  woman,  whom  the 

)uccaneers  brought  off.     From  her  they  under- 

lood,  that  a  number  of  Grangers  had  arrived 

)ver  land  from  the  North  Sea  5  and  that  the 

/iceroy  had  commanded  all  the  Spaniih  trading 

Fcflels  to  be  deftroyed,  to  prevent  their  falling 

Into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Thefe  tidings  induced  Captain  Davis  to  return 
to  the  Ifle  of  Plata  ;  and  foon  after  arrived  the 
Cygnet,  originally  fitted  out  for  trade  by  fome 
lerchants  of  London.  Thiis  veflel  was  com- 
landed  by  Captain  Swan,  who,  finding  trade 
jivas  fufpended,  was  prevailed  on  to  difpofe  of 
lis  cargo  by  audion,  ar^  to  join  the  marauders, 
^ith  whom  he  had  accidentally  fallen  in,  The 
lew-enlifted  buccaneers  were  headed  by  one 
[larris,  who  commanded  a  bark  under  Swan. 
The  whole  party  regretted,  that  Captain  Eaton 
lad  been  fuffered  to  leave  them  j  and  therefore, 
itted  out  a  fmall  veflel,  which  they  difpatched 
[0  invite  him  to  return,  and  participate  in  their 
fortunes. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  the  fhips  entered  the 
foad  of  Paita,  having  previoufly  fallen  in  with 
large  ihip,  by  which  they  gained  information, 
[hat  t':*^  viceroy  had  ordered  ten  frigates  to  be 
itted  out,  to  check  their  depredations,  Though 
[his  news  was  not  very  agreeable,  it  did  not  pre- 
sent them  from  making  a  defcent  on  Paita  ; 
ivhere  one  hundred  and  ten  men  landed  early  in 
[he  morning,  and  attacking  the  fort,  took  it  with 
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little  oppofition.  On  entering  the  town,  how. 
ever,  they  found  it  deferted,  and  ftripped  of  even- 
thing  moveable.  Not  a  day's  provifions  were  to 
be  found  in  the  place.  Intelligence  was  receiv- 
ed  here,  that  Captain  Eaton  had  burned  a  iliip 
on  the  coaft  the  week  before,  after  which  h^ 
failed  weftward  ;  whence  it  was  concluded,  that 
he  was  proceeding  homewards  by  way  of  the  Eaft 
Indies. 

Having  taken  pofleffion  of  Paita,  the  thr^e 
captains,  engaged  in  this  enterprife,  made  an  of- 
fer to  fpare  thr.  town,  on  condition  that  they 
fliould  receive  three  hundred  facks  of  flour,  three 
thoufand  pounds  of  fugar,  tv/enty-five  jars  of 
wine,  and  one  thoufand  jars  of  water.  Thefe 
terms,  fo  apparently  moderate,  being  flighted, 
the  buccaneers  occupied  the  town  for  a  few  days, 
and  then  fet  it  on  fire. 

Being  apprehenlive  iTiat  fome  of  the  Spanifli 
veiTels,  fitted  oat  to  attack  them,  might  makej 
the  experiment,  the  Englifh  put  their  fliips  in  a 
ftate.of  action;  and  burning  Captain  Harris's 
bark,  becaufe  fhe  was  a  heavy  failer,  they  equip- 
ped another  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a  fire- 
Ihip.  Having  made  all  neceflary  preparations, 
they  next  failed  for  Lobas,  where  they  again! 
heard  of  Captain  Eaton  j  and  learned  that  ihm 
meffage  bark  was  gone  to  Plata,  the  appointed 
place  of  rendezvous. 

At  Lobas  they  took  in  fome  frefh  provifionsj 
which  were  a  very  feafonable  refrefhment  3  audi 
then  refolved  to  attack  Guiaquil. 

They  entered  the  Bay  of  Guiaquil  on  the  2f)t!i| 
of  November.  The  ifland  has  a  iingular  appear 
ance.  It  bears  a  fancied  refemblance  to  a  corpf( 
in  a  fhroud  :  the  eaft  end  reprefenting  the  head,! 

and 
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and  the  weft,  the  feet.  In  making  for  the  port,  the 
ihips  kept  to  the  fouthward,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  fhoals  on  the  oppofite  fide,'where  it  is  faid,  a 
large  and  valuable  lliip  was  funk.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  a  perfon  had  obtained  a  patent  to 
(live,  and  had  brought  up  fome  plate  ;  but  dying, 
the  patent  expired  j  and  as  diving  here  is  pecu- 
liarly hazardous,  few  would  have  been  ambitious 
to  have  a  renewal  of  the  grant.  The  cat-fifh 
fwarming  round  thefe  iflands,  the  wound  of 
whofe  fins  are  mortal,  renders  it  extremely  dan- 
gerous to  venture  into  the  water.  Even  the  Indian 
divers,  who  are  very  dexterous  and  expert,  fre- 
quently lofe  their  lives  from  this  Angular  animal. 
The  buccaneers  being  arrived  at  Puna,  about 
feven  leagues  from  Guiaquil,  found  the  houfes 
raifed  on  pofts,  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  high, 

land  covered  with  palmetto  leaves.  Here  they 
took  a  vellel  laden  with  woollen  cloth,  manufac- 
tured at  Quito  j  and,  from  the  matter,  obtained 
an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Puna  was 
guarded  and  defended.  Next  tide,  three  veflVls 
fell  down  from  Guiacjuil,  with  one  thoufand  ne- 
groes on  board,  all  which  they  captured  5  but 

[the  town  being  alarmed,  and  the  attack  made 
on  it  being  badly  planned,  and  as  badly  executed, 

[the  event  miglit  eafily  have  been  foreieen. 

In  all  thefe  predatory  expeditions,  there  will 

Ibe  a  want  of  fubordination  j  and  this  will  infal- 

[libly.  prevent  fuccefs.  The  affailants  were  divid- 
ed into  two  bodies  ;  but  inftead  of  co-operating 

[together  in  one  well-concerted  attack,  they  feeni- 
?d  to  be   influenced   by  jealoufy  and  miftrull. 
)avis  and  Swan  were  the  two  commanders  j  and 

they  retorted  charges  of  cowardice  and  mifcon- 
lud  on  each  other^  which;  from  the  accounts 

handed 
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handed  down  to  us,  are  fufficiently  juft  when  ap. 
plied  to  either.     Certain  it  is,  that  by  want  ot  a 
methodical  and  relblute  behaviour,  they  dilheart- 1 
ened  their  men  ;  and  at  laft,  found  it  impoflible  | 
to  lead  them  on  to  the  attack. 

Retiring,  therefore,  from  the  fcene  of  a6lion, 
tliey  feafted  on  a  cow,  without  molellation,  in  I 
light  of  the  enemy.    The  Spaniards,  indeed,  do  | 
not  appear  to  have  been  fond  of  offenfive  opera- 
tions :  to  defend,  and  often  to  fly,  were  their  | 
principal  aims.     Thus  cowardice  and  mifcoH' 
du6t  balanced  each  other :  the  Englilh  loft  an  I 
opportunity  of  enriching  themiclves,  and  vented 
their  fpleen  againft  each  other :  the  Spaniards 
were  fatislied  with  the  negative  merit  of  ading 
on  the  defenlive,  though  they  might  eafily  haYe| 
extcrnrinated  the  marauders. 

When  the  fquadron  reached  the  place  of  ren-l 
dezvous,  they  found  their  bark  in  waiting,  withi 
her  crew  almoft  ftarved,  from  the  length  of  tlieirl 
voyages,  and  the   fcantinefs   of  their  fupplies.l 
During   the  abfence  of  their  companions,  by 
whom  they  feem  to  have  been  little  regarded, 
thefe  people,  compelled  by  hard  neceflity,  hadj 
made  an  attack  on  St.  Helena,  where  they  pro* 
cured  a  little  maize ;  and  by  the  help  of  thatl 
and  a  few  marine  birds,  which  they  were  fortu-| 
nate  enough  to  kill,  had  with  difficulty  prolong* 
ed  their  exiftence. 

After  taking  in  frefh  water,  and  accommodat- 
ing feme  petty  difputes  among  themfelves,  theyl 
directed  their  courfe  to  Lavelia,  a  town  in  thel 
Bay  of  Panama.  Next  morning  they  paffed  iiil 
light  of  Cape  Paflao,  a  round  high  point  of  landj 
feparated  in  the  middle,  anid  barren  towards  the| 
fea.    Betwixt  this  and  Cape  St.  Francifco,  they 
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Ifaw  numerous  little  iflands,  full  of  trees,  and  in- 
teribfted  by  landy  creeks.  In  hopes  of  meeting 
with  fomc  canoes,  they  made  for  the  River  of  St. 
Jago,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ifland  of  Gallo,  in 

kvluch  gold  abounds,  and  anchorage  is  fafe. 
This  river   is  large   and   navigable.      About 

jfeven  leagues  up  the  country  it  divided  into  two 

Ifcraiiches,  forming  an  ifland  of  the  moft  luxuriant 

fertility,  producing  many  noble  trees  common  to 

this  climate  J  cfpecially  red  and  white  cotton, 

md  cabbage  trees  of  the  largeft  (ize. 

The  white  cotton  tree  rifes  to  a  great  height 

Iwithout  any  branches.  Thefe,  however,  fur- 
round  the  top,  and  are  very  ftrong.  The  bark  is 
fmooth :  the  leaves  are  of  a  dark  green,  oval, 
fmooth,  and  jagged  at  the  extremities.  Thefe 
fall  off  in  April  -,  but  in  a  week's  time  are  renew- 
ed. It  is  a  remarkable  peculiarity  of  this  tree, 
that  the  trunk  is  fometimes  larger  as  it  afcends. 
fhe  filk-cotton,  the  produce  of  this  tree,  falls 
)ff  in  November  and  December,  but  is  too  fine 
to  enter  into  fubftantial  marufadures ;  and, 
Hierefore,  is  more  curious  than  valuable.  In  the 
Bait  Indies,  it  ferves  the  etfeminate  natives  as  a 

JdiilBng  for  pillows  and  couches. 

The  red  cotton  tree  is  of  a  lefs  luxuriant 
growth ;  but  in  other  relpefts  refembles  the 
former.  The  wood  of  both  is  hard,  but  forae- 
kvhat  fpongy.  They  are  natives  of  the  rich  lands 
)n  the  coaft  of  the  South  Sea,  as  well  as  of  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies. 

The  cabbage  tree  fometimes  reaches  the,amaz- 
Ing  height  of  one  hnn  ired  and  twenty  feet.  Its 
branches  fpread  out  near  the  top,  to  the  length 
)f  twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  about  the  thicknefs 
Jt  a  man's  arm,  and  are  covered  with  long  Hen- 
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der  leaves.  In  the  midft  of  the  higheft  branches, 
ihoots  out  the  cabbage,  beautifully  white,  andi 
delicioufly  fweet.  As  this  tree  dies  as  foon  as  its 
head  is  damaged,  it  is  generally  cut  down  before 
the  fruit  is  gathered.  The  trunk  is  annulated 
from  bottom  to  top  j  the  bark  is  thin  and  brii.| 
tie,  and  the  wood  hard  and  black. 

The  almoft  impervious  thicknefs  of  the  woods,! 
and  the  enmity  of  the  natives,  have  prevented 
the  Spaniards  from  making  any  confiderable  dif-i 
coveries  near  this  place.     Neverthelefs,  Dampier, 
with  a  party,  in  four  canoes,  ventured  to  row 
feveral  leagues  up  the  river,  where  they  difco.! 
vered   two  thatched  huts,   fome  fowls,  a   few! 
plantains,  and  a  hog,  which  they  fuppofed  was! 
of  the  European  breed.     On  it   they  made  a 
hearty  meal ;  for  the  Indians,  feeing  them  ap{ 
proach,  paddled   away  with   the   ftreamj   andj 
left  the  invaders  at  full  liberty  to  plunder  their| 
property. 

Proceeding  on  their  courfe,  they  furprifed  al 
fmall  village,  named  Tomaco,  where  they  tookl 
^  veffel  containing  fome  wine  j  on  board  of  whlclil 
they  found  a  Spanifli  knight,  called  Don  Diegol 
dei^  Pinas,  who  had  come  from  Lima,  This  vefl 
fel^  after  plundering  her  of  a  few  neceirariesJ 
they  fuffered  to  depart. 

Afterwards,  they  /ell  in  with  the  Panamal 
packet  boat,  the  crew  of  which  threw  the  difl 
patches  overboard,  which  the  Englifh  recovered! 
and  found  by  the  contents,  that  the  Prelident  o| 
Panama  had  received  orders  to  haften  the  Platef 
fleet  from  Lima  j  which  intelligence  made  ther 
change  their  courfe,  and  alter  their  refolution. 

They  therefore  flood  for  the  Gulph  of  Panamaj 
and  having  paiTed  the  Pearl  Illands,  came  to  ai 

anchofl 
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inchor  in  the  harbour  of  Galleria,  in  the  Ifland 
jf  St  Paul,  on  the  25th  of  January  l685.  Here 
Ithey  careened  their  Ihips,  and  then  fent  them  to 
Icruife  in  the  gulph.  Four  days  after,  one  of 
Ithem  brought  in  a  prize  laden  with  fowls,  fait 
Ibeef,  and  corn. 

The  Ihips  being  put  in  order,  and  fupplied 
Iwith  wood  and  water,  they  failed  towards  Pana- 
to  intercept  the  Plate  fleet.  On  the  18th 
)f  February  they  call  anchor  oppolite  to  Old  Pa- 
lama,  once  a  celebrated  city  j  but  the  greateft 
)art  of  it  being  laid  in  afhes  by  Sir  Henry  Mor- 
ran,  it  was  never  rebuilt.  About  four  leagues 
^'rom  thefe  ruins,  ftands  New  Panama,  a  very 
landfome  place,  furrounded  by  navigable  rivers, 
fome  of  which  furnilh  gold.  The  views  from 
this  city  are  delightful,  extending  over  many 
)leafant  iilands,  and  a  country  extremely  pic- 
lurefque.  The  houfes  are  chiefly  of  brick,  and 
pe  public  buildings  poflefs  a  degree  of  grandeur 
fnd  elegance.  Dampier  fays,  it  is  the  mo(t 
lowy  place  on  the  coaft.  It  carries  on  a  lucra- 
iive  and  extenfive  trade  with  Peru  and  Chili. 
[he  air  here  is  clear  and  falubrious,  except  dur- 
ing the  rainy  feafon ;  nor  is  the  climate  incom- 
lodedby  fogs,  fo  frequent  on  fome  parts  of  this 
baft. 

While  they  lay  here,  the  buccaneers  fent  the 
banilli  knight  they  had  taken  out  of  a  prize 
[effel,  as  already  ftated,  with  a  letter  to  the  pre- 
sent. By  fome  accident,  he  loft  his  life  before 
|e  could  perform  the  ofl[ice  with  which  he  was 
jntrufted.  However,  they  difpatched  another 
Jtter,  the  purport  of  which  was,  to  folicit  an 
ixchange  of  prifoners;  and  in  confec^uence  of 
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this,  forty  Spaniards  were  rclcafcd  tor  the  fani« 
number  of  Engliih. 

On  the  'i4th  of  March,  they  flood  over  to  the 
Ifland  of  Tobago,  about  fix  leagues  fouth  of  Pana- 
ma. This  ifland  is  fmall,  and,  except  on  ihel 
north  fide,  where  it  produces  lome  tropical  fruits, 
it  is  fleril  and  rocky.  It  formerly  had  a  town  of | 
fome  emhieiKej  but  the  buccaneers  had  re« 
peatedly  laid  it  in  ruins. 

While  the  Knglilh  lay  before  a  fmall  towal 
called  Tobagilla  in  this  iiiand,  they  had  a  nar-| 
TOW  efcape  from  dellru6tion.  A  perfon,  pre- 
tending to  be  a  merchant,  from  Panama,  came| 
off  to  them,  and  propoi'ed  entering  into  a  clan- 
deftine  trade.  This  otl'er  being  cheerfully  ac- 
ceded to,  a  bark  failed  tov\'ards  them  in  thel 
night,  as  had  been  pmviouily  fiipulated.  Bull 
notwithltanding  Ihe  hailed  the  buccaneers,  and! 
interchanged  the  proper  watchwords,  they  hajl 
the  precaution  to  order  her  to  cafl  anchor.  Thisl 
not  being  complied  with,  the  fhips  began  to  firel 
on  the  vifitors.  Finding  their  treacherous  fchemel 
detected,  a  few  minutes  before  it  was  ripe  fori 
execution,  the  Spaniards  took  to  their  canoesJ 
and  immediately  fet  fire  to  their  bark,  whidl 
now  appeared  to  have  been  fitted  out  as  a  fireJ 
fhipj  but,  inflead  of  efFe6ting  the  intended 
jnifchief,  fhe  drove,  burning,  towards  Tobago. 

It  afterwards  came  to  light,  that  this  fliip  hadl 
been  equipped  by  a  Captain  Bofnd,  who  had  founi 
it  advifable  to  put  himfelf  under  the  protediool 
of  the  Spaniards,  when  he  could  no  longel 
annoy  them,  with  the  profpe^t  of  advantage! 
The  dire6lion  of  the  firefhip  was  againfl  Cap! 
tain  Davis's  vefTel,'  which  with  difficulty  elcapel 
the  danger.    At  the  fame  that  this  attempt  v/ai 
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made  on  Captain  Davis,  a  float,  with  only  one 
man  upon  it,  was  fecn  advancing  to  Captain 
Swan's  fliip,  probably  with  combullibles  j  but  it 
is  riippol'ed,  tliat  the  incendiary  perceiving;  hini- 
i felf  diicovered,  deiifled  from  his  enterprife,  as  he 
IdivccI,  and  was  loon  out  of  light. 

Bond,  whole  machinations  againft  his  country- 

Imen  we  have  jull  mentioned,  falling  in   with 

Captain  Eaton,  had  been   prevailed  on  by  his 

pilot  to  join  company  with  that  marauder;  but 

the  very  next  night,  the  pilot  getting  on  board. 

Eaton's  fliip,  exerted  all  his  powers  to  get  him  to 

Iderert  his  new  contort,  which  he  accordingly  did, 

[after  an  aflbciation   of  two  days.     Bond,  being 

Ithus  deferted  by  the  only  perlbn  to  whole  judg- 

Iment  he  trulled  in  the  navigation  of  the  South 

|Sea,  failed  for  Porto  Bello,  where  he  furrendered 

limfclf;   and  was  afterwards  employed  by  the 

K'iceroy  of  Lima,  to  a  dill  in  checking  the  depre- 

iations  of  the  buccaneers  on  the  American  eoafts. 

After  a  night  fpent  in  anxious  fear,  the  return 
)f  day  convinced  the  Englifli  that  the  defigns  of 
dicir  enemy  had  heen  totally  blafled,  and  the 
jihips  once  more  anchored  in  fecvirity.     But  this 

^as  not  their  only  confolatio^.  The  fame  morn- 
fng,  they  difcovered  a  number  of  canoes  and  pri^ 
^atecrs  approaching  their  ftation  j  and  prefently 
jfound  they  were  tilled  with  perfons  of  the  fame 
iefcription  with  themfelv^es.     In  fa6t,  they  were 

motley  aflpmblage  of  PYench  and  Englilli,  anir- 
iiiated  with  the  fame  hopes  of  plunder^  and 
fqually  devoid  of  feeling  or  principle. 

Thefe  perfons  were  under  the  conduct  of  two 
tnptnins,  named Gxenet  and  Lequie  j  and  report- 
id,  that  one  hundred  and  eighty  Ergliflimen, 
irider  the  command  of  Captain  TownJey,  Hill  r&- 
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mained  on  the  ifthmus.  The  French  having 
four  prize  (hips  givfcn  them,  the  £ngliih  were 
taken  on  board  Davis's  and  Swan's  ihips.  Soon 
after  Captain  Townley  arrived ;  and  the  fquadroa 
having  taken  two  coafting  veffels,  learned  from 
them  that  the  Lima  fleet  was  ready  to  fail. 

This  news  filled  them  with  joy,  mingled  with 
apprehenfion.  They  refleded  on  the  brilliant 
prize  they  might  obtain,  and  weighed  the  confe- 
quences  of  difappnintment.  They  fet  themfelvesJ 
however,  about  aaopting  every  precaution,  and 
ufing  every  expedient  which  was  calculated  to 
promote  fuccefs,  and  to  ward  off  difgrace.i*  They 
failed  backwards  and  forwards,  in  the  track 
where  they  expeded  to  meet  the  enemy,  with 
the  moft  anxious  expe^ation;  and  intercepted 
fome  letters,  containing  inftru£tions  which  tiielr 
adverfaries  were  to  purfue.  In .  confequence  of 
thefe,  they  were  more  haraffed  than  ever  with  al- 
ternate hopes  and  fears  :  they  were  all  animatedl 
with  one  general  wilh  of  leaving  nothing  undonel 
to  forward  their  views  ;  but  they  could  not  agrecj 
what  was  moft  eligible  to  purfue. 

In  this  ftate  of  indeciiion,  word  was  broughtl 
tliat  the  Spanifh  fleet  was  advancing,  apparently! 
with  an  intention  of  giving  them  battle.  Thel 
commanders  of  the  buccaneers  felt  the  diiHcultyl 
of  their  fituation  :  they  knew  that  fuch  a  rootleyT 
afTemblage  of  perfons  was  ill  fuited  to  a  regulan 
engagement  $  and  that  the  want  of  difcipllna 
and  unity  of  counfels  would  render  a  battle  qi\ 
tremely  has^ardous.  However,  they  had  nov 
only  one  alternative,  to  fight  or  fly.  If  they  vij 
goroufly  purfued  the  former  refolution,  they  haJ 
much  to  hope  J  the  latter,  they  were  fenfibl(| 
muft  be  inevitable  deftru6tion. 
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The  Spanifh  fleet  coniifted  of  fourteen  fail. 
The  admirars  Ihip  carried  forty  guns,  and  five 
hundred  and  forty  men  j  the  v ice-admiral's,  forty 
guns  and  four  hundred  men ;  and  the  rear-admi- 
ral's, thirty-fix  guns  and  three  hundred  and  fixty- 
men.  Befides  thefe,  there  were  a  ihip  of  twen- 
ty-four guns,  and  three  hundred  men  j  a  fecond  of 
eighteen  guns,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men ; 
and  a  third  of  eight  guns,  and  two  hundred  men. 
They  had  alfo  two  fireihips,  and  fix  veflels  with 
^finall  arms>  together  with  fome  tenders,  having 
I  eight  hundred  men  among  them. 

To^ppofe  this  formidable  armament,  the  Eng- 
|]ifli  had^oniy  ten  fiiips,  of  which  Captain  Davis's 
[carried  thirty-fix  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
I  £x  men,  chiefiy  £nglifh  y  Captain  Townley's  had 
lone  hundred  and  ten  men,  dll  of  the  fame  na-> 
tion  J  Captain  Grenet*s  three  hundred  and  eight 
men,  all  French ;  Captain  Harrises  one  hundred 
men,  moflly  £ngliih ;  Captain  Branly's  thir<» 
It^-fix  men,  £nglifh  and  French  mixed  -,  Swan*3 
Itender  carried  only  eight  men,  and  Townly's 
[bark  eighty.  Exclufive  of  thefe,  they  had  equip- 
iped  a  fmall  bark  of  thirty  tons,  as  a  firefhip.  The 
icoUedive  number  of  men  in  the  whole  fquadron 
|was  about  nine  hundred  and  fixty. 

With  a  force  fo  inferior  and  fo  inadequate, 
[the  Englifh  refolved  to  commence  the  attack, 

iking  the  advantage  of  the  weathcrgage,  which 
^ave  them  the  option  to  fight  or  run.     Accord- 
ingly, about  three  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  28th  of 

lay,  they  bore  right  down  before  the  wind,  on 
Ithe  enemy,  who  kept  clofe  upon  a  wind  to  meet 
Ithem;  but  fo  much  time  was  fpent  in  manoeu- 
Ivring,  that  night  came  on  before  the  a6tion  could 
[fairly  conmnence. 

I  2  As 
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As  foon  as  it  grew  dark,  the  Spanifh  admiral 
hung  out  a  light  as  a  iignal  for  his  fleet  to  r.n« 
chor  5  and  prefently  hoifted  a  light  on  his  top, 
which,  after  remaining  an  hour,  was  taken  down, 
and  tlien  hoifted  again.  The  Englilh  being  ftili 
,to  windward,  were  not  aware  of  the  ftratagcm 
_  that  was  playing  off  j  for  the  Spaniards,  fenlibleof 
the  importance  of  gaining  the  weathergage,  had 
hoifled  the  fecond  light  on  the  topmaft  of  one  of 
their  barks,  while  the  admiral  filently  edged 
away,  followed  by  his  capital  Ihips  ;  and  as  fooa 
as  it  was  day,  the  buccaneers  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  find  that  he  had  got  the  wind  of  them. 

This  unexpected  ftroke  of  feamanlhrp  reduced 
them  to  a  fad  dilemma.  They  were  obliged  to 
fight  with  little  profpe6t  of  advantage,  and  the 
difficulty  of  their  flight  was  much  increafed. 
Thus  fituated,  an  unequal  confli6t  began.  Cap- 
tain Tbwnley,  who  was  confidered  a>s  admiral, 
being  hard  prefTed  by  the  enemy,  made  a  bold 
pufh  through  a  narrow  ftraight  that  parted  the 
ifles,  and  was  followed  by  fome  of  the  fmaller 
vcfTels,  by  which  means  they  efcaped.  Captain 
Harris  was  chafed  to  the  weliward  ;  and  Captain  I 
Davis  maintained  a  running  fight  during  the 
whole  day,  round  the  Bay  of  Panama,  with  fuch 
judgment  and  a6tivity,  that  he  loft  only  a  finglc| 
roan. 

Night  again  put  an  end  to  the  engagement;! 
when  the  Spaniards  gave  over  .the  purfuit,  and 
fufi^ered  the  buccaneers  to  rendezvous  at  the  farac| 
iflands,  from  which  they  had  failed  the  day  be- 
fore to  begin  the  attack. 

Had  the  Englifh  and  their  tiffociates  a6ted  withl 
unanimity  and  order,  there  can  be  little  doubt| 
but  they  would  have  captured  feveral  of  the  cne- 
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fny*g  fhips  ^  but  independent  of  infubordination 
and  want  of  condud,  Grenet,  the  French  cap- 
tain, was  accufed  of  the  mod  fhameful  cowardice. 
Though  his  veiTel  carried  nearly  one-third  of  the 
whole  complement  of  men  in  the  fquadron^  ,he 
kept  at  a  didance  from  his  aflbciates  during  the 
flight,  and  was  equally  anxious  to  be  the  firft  to 
fly  from  the  very  appearance  of  danger.  This  -^ 
condud  was  fo  extremely  repreheniible,  that  dif- 
putes  ran  very  high,  in  the  fquadron,  what  pu- 
rilbment  fhould  be  infiidted  on  him.  A  variety 
of  opinions  were  given  -,  but  at  laft  the  majority 
agreed  to  difmifs  him  with  difgrace;  fuff'ering 
him,  however,  to  retain  the  veflel  which  had 
been  given  him.  He]was  ftridly  charged,  immedi- 
ately to  quit  company,  and  never  after  to  prefume 
to  join  them.  A  fentence  fo  mild  for  a  coward, 
did  honour  to  the  Engliih  buccaneers  j  they  pro- 
bably would  not  have  been  fo  favourable  to  one 
of  their  own  countrymen ;  but  it  is  well  known 
that  the  Britiih  tars  conlider  a  coward  and  a 
Frenchman  as  fynonimous  terms  j  and  there-^ 
fore  they  refrained  from  punilhing  too  harfhly, 
what  they  regarded  as  conftitutional  and  una- 
voidable. 

Thus,  after  long  expedation  and  anxious  pre- 
paration to  meet  the  Plate  fleet,  their  defigns 
evaporated  in  fmoke;  and  notwithflanding  ^he 
difparity  of  numbers  and  force  which  ought  to 
have  confoled  them  under  their  difappointment, 
never  was  chagrin  more  vilible  than  among  this 
piratical  group.  They  loft,  however,  only  one 
man ;  and  the  Spaniards,  without  attempting  to 
purfue  their  victory,  continued  their  courfe  to 
Panama ;  while  the  Engliili  fet  fail  to  the  Keys 
oj  Quibo,  the  appointed  place,  of  ^rendezvous. 

I  3  Here 
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Here  they  rejoined  Captain  Harris;  and  ha?^ 
ing  held  a  confultation,  they  refolved  to  attempt 
fomething  on  the  coaft,  fince  nothing  of  any  im- 
portance now  prefented  itfelf  for  their  achiev- 
ment  by  fea. 

Accordingly  they  proje6ted  an  expedition 
againft  the  city  of  Leon,  on  the  coaft  of 'Mexico*, 
but  as  it  lay  fome  way  within  land,  it  was  refolv- 
ed to  build  canoes  on  the  ifland  of  Quibio,  where 
they  then  lay ;  and  which  furniflied  them  with 
plenty  of  timber  for  that  pnrpofe. 

While  thefe  preparations  were  forwarding,  one 
I  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  difpatched  to  Puebla 
Nova,  a  town  at  a  fmall  diftance  on  the  conti- 
nent, which  they  took  without  much  difficulty; 
but  fourid  nothing  in  it  to  reward  their, toils. 

All  things  being  got  in  readinefs,  they  failed 
for  Ria  Lexa,  the  port  to  Leon  j  and  on  the  9th 
of  Augu^,  quitting  their  fhips  and  embarking  on 
board  their  canoes,  they  were  in  imminent  dan- 
ger of  being  fwallowed  up  by  the  waves,  which 
ran  mountains  high,  attended  by  a  tremendous 
ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightning.  After  this  tem- 
peft  abated,  a  tornado  fucceeded,  which  had  ftill 
more  nearly  fent  them  all  to  the  bottom  5  how- 
ever they  outlived  this  alfo,  and  entered  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  harbour  in  the  night.  Waiting  till 
day  break,  they  rowed  deeper  into  the  creek,  the 
banks  of  which  are  covered  with  mangrove  trees, 
almoft  impaffable.  Beyond  thefe  they  found  a 
fmall  intrenchment,  which  they  took  by  fur- 
pri^e ;  and  having  landed  four  hundred  and  fe- 
venty  men,  left  the  reft,  of  which  number  Dam- 
pier  was  one,  to  guard  the  canoes. 

Captain  Townley  headed  the  ftorming  party 

of  one  hundred  men^  which  marched  at  eight  in 

-  the 
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the  morning.  Captain  Swan  followed  with  one 
hundred  morej  and  next  came  Captain  Davis 
with  one  hundred  and  feventyj  while  Captain 
Knight  brought  up  the  rear. 

Townley  having  advanced  two  miles  before  the 
reft,  was  attacked  by  feventy  horfe,  which  he 
forced  to  retire ;  and  then  advanced  againft  the 
town,  which  he  entered  without  oppolition. 
Soon  after,  however,  he  was  aflailed  in  the  ftreets 
by  two  hundred  horfe  and  five  hundred  foot^ 
but  the  horfe  giving  way  in  the  moft  daftardly 
manner,  the  infantiy  followed  their  example, 
and  left,  the  place  lo  the  mercy  of  the  aflailants. 

Captain  Swan  did  not  arrive  till  an  hour  after; 
and  before  the  whole  party  could  come  up,  it 
was  fix  in  the  afternoon.  Several,  worn  out  with 
fatigue,  were  left  on  the  road  :  among  the  reft, 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Townley,  of  eighty-four 
years  of  age,  who  had  ferved  in  Ireland  under 
Cromwell ;  and  who  refolutely  refufing  to  accept 
quarter,  was  Ihot  dead  on  the  fpot.  They,  however, 
took  fome  of  the  ftragglers  alive ;  among  others  a 
perfon  of  the  name  of  Smith,  who  having  lived 
feveral  years  in  the  Canaries,  fpoke  French  with 
fluency.  This  gentleman,  if  a  gentleman  could 
be  found  in  fuch  a  fraternity,  being  carried  be- 
fore the  governor,  and  interrogated  as  to  the 
strength  cf  the  invaders,  gave  fuch  an  exagge- 
rated account  of  their  numbers  and  equipment, 
as  deterred  him  from  farther  oppofition ;  though 
he  had  a  force  of  one  thoufand  men  under  his 
command. 

In  confequence,  a  flag  of  truce  was  hung  out, 
and  propofals  made  to  ranfom  the  town.  But 
here  the  avarice  of  the  buccaneers  outftripping 
their  reafon,  induced  them  to  demand  fuch  an 

extra-. 
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extravagant  fum^  as  perhaps  the  governor  had  It 
not  in  his  power  to  anfwer.  The  ranfom  aiked, 
was  thirty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  and  four 
months  proviiion  for  one  thoufand  men.  Tlie 
governor  refuling  to  comply  with  this  unreafun- 
able  requiiition,  the  town  was  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
Englifh  returned  to  their  fhips  next  morning. 
However  Mr.  Smith  was  exchanged  for  a  SpaniUi 
lady ;  and  another  gentleman  was  releafed  on  a 
promife  of  delivering  one  hundred  and  fifty  oxen 
at  Ria  Lexa  for  his  ranfom;  which  engagement 
he  faithfully  fulfilled. 

On  the  l6th  of  Auguft,  they  returned  to  their 
canoes,  where  they  found  their  fhips  fafe  at  an- 
chor. The  creek,  which  leads  from  Ria  Lexa,  is 
broad  at  its  entrance,  but  foon  clofes  into  a  nar- 
row, deep  channel,  lined  on  both  fides  with  cocoa 
trees.  Here  the  Spaniards  had  cafl  up  an  in- 
trenchment  fronting  the  entrance  of  the  creek, 
defended  by  one  hundred  and  tyrenty  men ;  and 
farther  down,  they  had  placed  a  boom  of  trees ; 
fo  that  if  they  had  poffeffed  equal  courage  with 
the  aflailants,  they  might  have  completely  kept 
them  at  bay. 

But  they  faw  the  Engliih  were  not  to  be  inti- 
midated at  the  impediments  thrown  in  their  way; 
and  after  two  guns  had  been  fired,  they  deferted 
their  pod,  on  which  the  buccaneers  landed  and 
marched  againft  the  town  of  Ria  Lexa,  fituated 
in  a  plain,  about  a  mile  up  the  river.  It  makes 
a  handfome  appearance,  and  has  three  churciies. 
This  place  they  took  without  refiftancej  but 
found  nothing  confiderable,  fave  five  hundred 
facks  of  flour,  and  fome  naval  ftores.  The  fur- 
rounding  country  produces  fome  fugar,  and 
abounds  in  cattle;  )^ut  the  air  is  peouliarly  noxi- 
ous. 
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ous.    The  principal  fruits  growing  here  are  me- 
lons, pine-apples,  guavas,  and  prickly  pears. 

The  flirub  which  produces  the  guava  fruit, 
has  a  white,  fmooth  bark;  long,  flender,  boughs; 
and  leaves  refenibling  the  hazel.  The  fruit, 
which  is  like  a  pear,  has  a  thin  rind,  and  when 
ripe,  is  yellow,  pulj\y,  and  well  flavoured.  It 
may,  however,  be  eaten  green,  which  is  an  ad- 
vantage it  pofl'elTes  over  mod  of  the  tropical 
fruits.    There  are  feveral  varieties  of  this  ihrub. 

The  prickly  pear  grows  on  a  (lirub  live  feet 
high,  and  thrives  belt  where  the  toil  is  impreg- 
nated with  fait  wate^.  Each  branch  of  this 
ihmb  has  two  or  three  roundifh  leaves,  of  a 
palm's  breadth,  not  unlike  houfe-leek,  but  prick- 
ly at  the  edges.  The  fruit  is  about  the  lize  of  a 
large  plum,  fmall  towards  the  leaf,  and  thick  and 
open  like  a  medlar  at  the  farther  extremity. 
The  fruit  is  alio  prickly,  from  which  cir-. 
cumftance  it  derives  its  name.  The  pulp, 
when  ripe,  is  of  the  confiftence  of  a  thick  {y- 
rnpj  of  a  cooling  quality,  and  a  pleafant  taite.. 
Dampier  fays,  that  he  has  obferved  the  urine 
tinged  as  red  as  blood  after  eating  a  dozen  or  two 
of  them;  but  without  the  leall  ill  confequence^ 
from  this  alarming  appearance. 

Ria  Lexa  was  likewife  confumed  by  fire ;  but 
whether  by  order  of  the  commanders,  or  by  the 
fury  of  the  difiippointed  crew,  is  not  afcertained. 

After  this  expedition.  Captains  Davis  and 
Swan  relblved  to  feparatc :  Townley  with  the  two 
barks  accompanied  Swan;  while  Knight  and 
Harris  refolved  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  Davis. 

When  this  newfchifm  topk  place,  Davis  ftood 
for  the  Peruvian  coaft;  but  Swan  failed  weft- 
ward,  intending  to  return  by  the  way  of  the  Eafl 
Indies.    Daippier,  eager  to  gratify  his  curiofity. 
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by  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  northern 
parts  of  Mexico,  preferred  the  voyage  of  Swan  j 
ai\^  accordingly  enlifted  in  his  fervice. 

A  licknefs,  which  it  was  fuppofed,  they  had 

contra^ed  at  Ria  Lexa,  and  a  courfe  of  tempeft. 

uous  weather  marked  their  voyage  to  Guatima- 

la,  of  which  they  came  in  fight  on  the  14th  of 

September.     On  this  coaft,  a  high  volcano  ap. 

pears  with  a  double  peakj  between  which  the 

iire  and  fmoke  ilTue  out  at  intervals,  with  a 

dreadful  noife,  particularly  before  foul  weather  j 

neverthelefs,  the  country  is  peopled  to  the  vtrjr 

foot  of  the  mountain.    But  however  fearlefs  the 

inhabitants  of  Guatimala  may  be  in  the  vicinity 

^  of  danger,  it  is  certain  that  they  are  fometimes 

vilited  by  dreadful  earthquakes,  which  fpread 

ruin  and  devallation  around.    The  city  ftands  at 

the  diftance  of  eight  leagues  from  the  South  Sea, 

and  about  fifty  from  the  North  5  and  is  enriched 

by  the  valuable  commodities  produced  from  the 

neighbouring  hills.     It  is  famous  for  indigo, 

anatta,  filvefier,  and  cochineal. 

The  anatta  is  a  well  known  dye,  produced  from 
the  flowers  of  a  ihrub.  Silvefter  is  the  feed  of  a 
fruit  refembling  the  prickly  pear,  already  de- 
fcribed ;  and  cochineal  is  an  infed  which  is  found 
on  particular  trees.  The  cochineal  and  filvefter 
produce  nearly  a  fimilar  tint ;  but  the  former  is 
infinitely  moft  efteemed. 

The  land  near  the  volcano  of  Guatimala  is 
low  towards  the  fea;  but  rifes  with  a  gradual 
afcent  to  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  the 
ihore.  The  volcano  is  a  celebrated  feamark  ;  39 
it  may  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of  feventy-five 
leagues. 

From  thence  they  failed  to  the  latitude  of  To- 
gantabeque,  where  Captain  Townley,  attempting 


DAMPIER*S   VOYAGES.  €)5 

to  lan^  with  one  hundred  men,  found  the  furf 
(nn  dangerous  to  be  pafled.  Thus  ^'fappointcd, 
tliev  coafted  along,  the  iliips  ftill  following  the 
party  in  their  canoes,  which  Townley  refolved  to 
run  in  ihore ;  but  overfct  them  in  the  attempt. 
A  man  or  two  was  loft,  and  feveral  were  much 
hurt  in  this  defperate  attempt.  However,  the 
landing  was  made  good,  and  the  boats  hauled  on 
ilioie }  but  moft  of  the  ammunition  was  damaged^ 
and  to  complete  their  vexation,  they  could  difco- 
ver  no  town  on  »the  coaft.  Thus  difappointed, 
not  only  in  the  hopes  of  plunder,  but  alfo  of  provi- 
fions,  which  now  became  extremely  fcarce,  they  re- 
imbarked,  and  continued  their  courfe  for  Tangola. 

They  next  fleered  for  Anguatulco,  where  they 
came  to  an  anchor ;  and  intended  ravaging  the 
country.  With  this  view,  they  travelled  fome 
miles  J  but  though  they  fecured  Indian  guides, 
they  found  only  one  fmall  village,  where  fome 
vanilla  was  drying.  The  vanilla  is  a  pleafant 
perfume,  of, fome  value,  which  being  infufed  in- 
to chocolate,  gives  it  an  agreeable  flavour.  It 
growns  on  a  fmall  kind  of  creeping  vine,  which 
at  firft  bears  a  yellow  flower. '  This  afterwards 
produces  a  pod  about  four  inches  long,  which  when 
ripe,  becomes  yellow,  and  is  full  of  black  feeds. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour 
of  Anguatulco,  and  about  a  mile  dillant,  is  a 
fmall  illand.  On  the  oppofite  fide,  is  a  large 
hollow  rock,  open  at  the  top,  from  which  a  co- 
lumn of  water  precipitates  itfelf,  after  the  man- 
ner of  a  fountain,  in  the  grandeft  ftyle.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  harbour  is-  a  line  rivulet,  near 
which  a  town  formerly  flood,  that  was  facked 
and  deflroyed  by  Sir  Francis  Drake, 

As 
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As  neither  gold  nor  filvcr,  nor  any  other  in. 
centive  to  encourage  the  buccaneers  to  proccttd, 
Wfis  to  be  found  here,  they  llaid  no  longer  than 
was  I'ufficient  to  recover  the  fick,  and  to  prepare 
for  the  continuance  of  their  voyage  to  a  more  in- 
viting  coaft. 

In  the  interim,  they  fent  four  canoes '  before 
them,  with  orders  to  fecure  fome  guides  j  and  to 
wait  for  the  Ihips  at  the  Port  of  St.  Angelo.  Fol- 
lowing the  fame  6ourfe,  on  the  12th,  they  met 
with  two  of  the  boats  in  a  moll  dirtrefsful  litua- 
tion,  having  been  overfet  on  the  beach.  They 
reported,  that  the  other  two  had  left  them  in  the 
night ;  and,  as  it  was  afterwards  difcovered,  had 
rowed  as  far  as  Acapulco.  However,  they  rejoin- 
ed the  ihips  on  their  approaching  the  harbour, 
from  which  there  was  an  exteniive  and  pi6tur- 
efque  view  of  a  beautiful  and  fertile  country. 
The  declivities  of  the  hills  were  feathered  with 
lofty  trees  J  and  the  plains  and  favannas  were 
watered  by  ftreams  and  rivulets,  whofe  banks 
were  painted  by  flowers  and  llirubs  of  many 
charming  tints. 

Here  they  landed,  near  a  Spanifli  villa,  from 
whence  the  people  had  all  fled;  and  found 
fait  and  Indian  corn  in  abundance.  They  like- 
wife  procured  a  fupply  of  poultry,  hogs,  and  ca- 
baritos ;  and  carried  off  as  much  as  the  party 
was  able  to  convey. 

Leaving  Port  Angelo,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
in  flxteen  fathoms  water,  under  a  fmall  rocky 
ifland,  about  fix  leagues  to  the  weilward.  Next 
day  they  met  with  a  very  difagreeable  incident. 
Having  weighed,  and  continuing  their  courfe, 
they  came  oppofite  to  a  fmall  lagune,  wliere 
the  milTing  boats  had  taken  a  quantity  of  fiih. 
A.  LvingI 

0  o 


i)AMPIER*S    VOYAOEf.  ^f 

I,ying  to,  in  order  to  obtain  a  larger  fupply,  thejr 
lent  in  a  boat  with  twelve  men. 

The  Spaniards  fufpe6ting  their  intent,  conceal- 
ed tiiemfclves  behind  a  rock  at  the  narrow  en-' 
trance  of  the  lagune,  and  diicharged  a  volley  of 
fmall  arms  from  their  ambufcadc,  iull  as  the  boat 
was  palling}    by  which  five  of  tlie  crew  were 
dan<aa'oully  wounded.     Alarmed  at  this  unex- 
pected attack,  and  finding  a  retreat  impoHible, 
theypulhed  forward  into  the  lagune,  to  flielter 
themfelves  from  the  gun-lliot,  till   the  enemy 
ihould  difperfe,  or  the  vigilance  of  their  own 
[people  fliould  be  exerted  for  their  relief.     Two 
[days,  however,  and  three  nights  elapfed,  before 
Ithey  received  any  afliftance :    at  length  Captain 
iTownley,  fufpefting  fome  difafter  had  befallen 
Ithem,  manned  his  canoes,  and  repulfing  the  Spa- 
niards who  were  polled  on  the  rocks,  opened  the 
fufFerers  a  free  palFage  into  the  fea.  > 

The  joy  of  thefe  unfortunate  men  was  the  great- 
er, as  the  pains  of  the  wounded  now  became  in- 
fupportable ;  and  had  not  relief  fo  providentially 
irrived,  it  was  impoflible  they  could  have  long 
endured  the  agony  they  had  fo  long  fufFered. 

Having  fleered  weft  ward  by  a  rock  called  the 
LJgatrofs,  they  perceived  that  the  Spaniards  had 
Ihrown  up  a  breaft-work  at  a  little  diftance,  de- 
fended by  two  hundred  foldiers.  The  Englifli, 
lowever,  landed  and  forced  them  to  fly  with  lit- 
le  oppofition.  Here  they  found  a  confiderable 
Quantity  of  fait,  which  had  been  colle6ted  for 
pring  the  fifli  caught  in  thfe  bay. 

About  three  leagues  diftance  from  the  mouth 

[f  the  river,  they  came  to  a  houfe,  in  which  they 

)und  a  mulatto,  who  engaged  to  conduct  them 

>  the  ftream,  to  a  place  where  they  might  find 

Vox.  lit  K  plenty 
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plenty  of  cattle  and  maize ;  and  farther  inform- 
ed  them,  that  a  large  ihip  lay  at  Acapulco  which 
had  lately  come  from  Luna.  Captain  Townley, 
williing  to  poiTefs  a  better  Ihip  than  that  in 
which  he  failed,  propofed  cutting  her  out  of  the 
harbour ;  and  in  fpite  of  Captain  Swan's  remon- 
llrances,  who  fet  before  him  the  difficulty  and  l 
the  danger  of  the  attempt,  and  the  neceflity  they 
were  under  of  fe'^aring  a  fupply  of  provifions, 
which  were  now  within  their  grafp,  carried  his 
point  j  and  the  canoes  were  manned  for  the  ti] 
pedition. 

The  captain  accordingly  embarked  with  one| 
hundred  and  forty  men,  and  a  number  of  canoes, 
with  an  intention  of  taking  the  ihip  by  furprize; 
but  he  had  not  proceeded  far  before  he  was  over* 
taken  by  a  terrible  tornado.  Efcaping  the  dan-l 
gers  of  this  liorm,  they  took  fhelter  in  Port  Mar{ 
quis,  about  a  league  from  Acapulco,  where  theyl 
ftaid  to  refit  their  furniture  and  drefs  5  andthel 
fucceeding  nighty  rowed  foftly  into  the  harbour| 
of  Acapulco. 

The  port  of  Acapulco  is  rendered  confpicuou 
by  three  hills:  the  middlemofi  is  of  a  conicall 
form,  and  the  moft  wefterly  of  the  other  twol 
has  two  hillocks  on  its  top.  This  town  lies  isl 
17  deg.  north  latitude,  and  carries  on  an  extenfivej 
trade  to  Lima  and  the  Eafi  indies. 

Townley,  in  order  to  efcape  detedion,  ordere 
his  men  to  haul  in  their  oars,  and  paddled  {oiili 
by  the  cafile,  then  ftruck  over  to  the  town,  wherJ 
he  found  the  fliip  riding  between  the  breal]tworl[ 
and  the  fort,  about  one  hundred  yards  from  eacii 

In  this  highly  dangerous  fituation,  they  begaj 
to  rcfle6t  on  the  prafticability  of  their  defignj 
and' defpairing  of  carrying  the  ihip  ofF^  the 

gent 
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gintly  rowed  backward,  till  they  were  out  of  the 
[reach  of  the  fort.  They  then  attempted  to  land, 
but  were  repulfed  by  a  company  of  Spaniards, 
who  kept  them  at  bay  till  day-break.  The  view 
which  was  now  prefcnted  to  them  of  the  town 
and  caftle,  convinced  that  any  farther  attempt 
muft  be  romantically  mad  ;  they  therefore  return- 
ed on  board,  vexed  at  the  difappointment,  and  ex- 
[haufted  with  hunger  and  fatigue. 

Soon  after  the  ihips  failed  from  Acapulco  5  and 
Icontinued  coafling  along  the  fhore  to  the  weft- 
Iward.  The  land,  which  is  low  towards  the  fea, 
[gradually  rifes  to  a  great  height ;  and  though  an- 
[chorage  is  good,  it  appeared  extremely  perilous 
to  land. 

Coafting  along,  they  came  to  a  fmall  river,  at 

the  entrance  of  which  one  hundred  and  feventy 

len  were  difpatched,  under  the  guidance  of  an 

)ld  mulatto  woman,  to  a  farm-houfe,  where  they 

lad  the  good  fortune  to  find  fixty  mules,  laden 

nih  flour,  cheefe,  and  chocolate.    They  alfo  fe- 

cured  fome  oxen  and  eighteen  cows,  which  they 

dlled  and  conveyed  on  board.    This  proved  a 

10ft  feafonable  lupply;    and  enabled  them  to 

^urn  their  thoughts  to  farther  adventures.  They 

low  difmifled  their  guide  with  fome  prefents,  for 

^hich  fhe  was  very  thankful  5  but  they  leflened 

le  merit  of  their  generofity,  by  carrying  off  one 

bf  her  children,  about  eight  years  of  age,  in  fpitc 

\{  her  tears  and  entreaties,  which  might  have 

lelted  the  moft  obdurate  hearts,  even  in  favour 

^f  an  enemy.    It  is,  however^  but  juftice  to  Cap- 

lin  Swan,  who  detained  the  boy>  tc  fay,  that 

ie  behaved  to  him  like  a  kind  nialler. 

Holding  on  their  courfe,  they  came  in  fight  of 

le  Volcano  of  Colima,  in  latitude  15  deg.  56 

K  %  min. 
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mill,  north.  At  the  bafe  of  this  .burning  moun- 
tain, lies  a  town  of  the  fame  namcj  and  all  the 
furrounding  country,  according  to  the  Spanifn 
defcription,  is  eminently  beautiful.  The  furf, 
however,  was  too  violent  to  permit  the  bucca- 
neers to  land  at  this  place  -,  and  they  proceeded 
diredly  to  Sallagua. 

Pere  two  hundred  men  landed,  and  engaged 
and  defeated  a  body  of  Spaniards.     Proceedina 
farther  up  the  country,  they  were  informed  that 
the  road  they  had  taken  led  to  the  city  of  Oar- 
Tah,  and  that  the  party  they  had  beaten  were  fent 
to  efcort  fome  palfengers  from  India,  who  were 
expedted  to  land  from  a  Manilla  ibip.     This  in- 
telligence  made  them  haften  their  departure,  ia| 
order  to  watch  a  prize  of  fuch  magnitude. 
'   Buoyed  up  with  hopes,  they  fleered  foi*  Cape  I 
Corientes,  which  they  reached  without  any  par- 
ticular occurrence  on   the   11th  of  December. 
During  this  run,  Dampier  was  afflifted  with  i\ 
dropfy  and  an  ague,  which  it  is  faid  are  endemi- 
cal  on  the  coaft.     Meanwhile  provifions  began  to.| 
grow  fcarce,  and  Captain  Townley's  bark  was 
fent  to  examine  the  coaft  to  the  weftward  of  the 
Cape;  but  returned  in  a  few  days  without  any 
fucceis  or  intelligence,  that  could  lead  them  to| 
indulge  favourable  expe6tations. 

They  now  failed  for  the  Ifland  of  Chametly, 
about  eighteen  leagues  to  the  eaftward.  Here! 
they  caught  a  number  of  rock  fifh ;  and  Captain] 
Swan  returned  to  his  ftation  off  the  Cape  j  hav- 
ing firft  difpatched  fixty  men  to  a  village  itil 
fearch  of  provifions.  The  canoes  returning  on 
Chriftmas  eve,  reported  that  the  they  had  rowedl 
to  the  Bay  of  Valderas,  where  they  found  i\ 
Ijjeautiful  and  fertile  country  j  tjjat  they  had  at* 
...  .  temptcdl 
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tempted  to  feize  foitie  cattle,  feeding  in  the  fa- 
Ivaniias,  which  had  brought  on  a  ikirmiih  with 
I  a  body  of  Spaniards.  Thefe  they  repulfed>  but 
with  the  lofs  of  four  men  killed  and  two  wound- 
ed ;  which  fatal  encounter  prevented  them  from 
any  farther  attempt.  An  adjacent  wood  afford- 
ed them  fecurity  from  the  Spanifh  troops,  or  the 
lofs  might  have  been  more  confiderable,  as  the 
force  was  very  difproportionate.  How  they 
fpent  the  Chriftmas  feftival,  we  are  not  told :  it 
is,  however,  improbable  that  they  could  indulge 
in  much  excefs,  as  their  ftores  were  almoft  too 
[low  for  ordinary  fubfiftence. 

On  the  28th  Captain  Townley,  who  had  failed 
Iwith  fixty  men,  to  attack  an  Indian  village,  re- 
Iturned  on  boards  with  a  moderate  fupply  of 
Imaize. 

They  continued   cruiling  in  the  vicinity  of 
|Cape  Corientes,  till  the  111  of  January,  whea 
their  ftock  of  provifions  being  quite  eKhaufted, 
they  fleered  to  the  Valley  of  Valderas,  to  procure 
fome  cattle.    Next  day  they  landed ;  and  divid- 
ing into  two  bodies,  one  kept  watch  while  the 
)ther  feized  and  killed  the  cattle ;  and  meeting 

^ith  no  interruption,  within  five  days  they  had 
faked  beef  enough  for  two  months  proviiion. 

'his  fpace,   however,   Dampier  obferves,  they 

lould  have  rather  fpent  on  the  look-out,  had 
they  properly  confidered  the  nature  of  their  en- 
terprife;  and  to  their  negligence,  in  this  refpeft, 
\t  afcribes  the  failure  of  the  plan.  The  Manil- 
la Ihip  paiTed  by  them  to  the  eaftward,  while 
pey  were  employed  in  the  poor  purfuit  of  a  few 
)xenj  and  thus  this  great  and  valuable  prize 

^as  lofl. 
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Every  difappointment  laid  the  foundation  of 
new  animpfity  among  this  difcordant  party. 
Another  leparation  in  confequence  took  place. 
Captain  Townley  refolved  to  fleer  eattward,  and 
took  with  him  a  Mofquito  chief,  and  three  of 
his  people,  with  a  view  of  landing  them  on  fome 
convenient  part  of  the  coaft.  Captain  Swan,  to  I 
whom  Dampier  ftill  adhered,  intended  to  hold  a  | 
weftern  courfe. 

On  the  14th,  Swan  came  in  light  of  a  fmall 
white  rock,  in  latitude  21  deg.  15  min.  nortli, 
which,  at  a  diftance,  exhibited  the  appearance 
ofalhip  mider  fail.     From   this  fpot  the  land] 
trended  to  the  north,  the  fea  tumbling  in  with 
fuch  violence  from  the  Ihore,  that  a  landing  was  I 
JmpraiJ^icable,  though  there  was  good  anchorage. 
The  Chametly  lilands,  near  which  they  were 
now  failing,  are  fix  in  number,  and  are  different 
from  thofe  previoufly  mentioned  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  Cape  Corientes.    They  lie  a  little  within  the 
tropic  of  cancer,  and  are  not  more  than  three 
leagues  diftant  from  the  main.     Thefe  iflands 
produce  a  fruit  known  by  the  appellation  of  the 
penguin,  of  which  are  two  varieties,  the  yellow | 
and  the  red.    The  rec^  penguin  refembles  a  nine- 
pin  in  fliape^  but  is   no^  larger  than  an  onion.l 
It  has  no  ftera,  but  grows  immediately  out  ofj 
the  ground ;  fixty  or  feventy  fometimes  rifing  inl 
one  clufter,  encompafled   with  prickly    leaves,! 
about  eighteen  inches  in  height.    The  yellowl 
penguin  grows  on  a  ftem  about  the  thicknefs  ofT 
a  man's  arm,  which  rifes  a  foot  from  the  groundj 
and  throws  out  leaves  fix  inches  long,  and  one 
broad.     The  fruit  grows  in  clufters  on  the  top  ofl 
the  fi:alk,  about  the  fize  of  a  pullet's  egg.    The! 
irind  is  pretty  thick,  and  the  pulp,  which  has  anj 
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an  onion. 


I  exquifite  flavour,  is  full  of  minute,  black  feeds. 
Thefe  are  reckoned  very  wholefome,  in  mode- 
rate  quantities ;  but  eaten  too  freely,  they  have 
a  heating  effect.  In  the  Bay  of  Campeachy,  it  is 
almoft  impoflible  to  traverfe  the  plains  on  ac- 
count of  their  prickly  leaves., . 

Faffing  from  thefe  illands.  Captain  Swan,  with, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  in  twelve  canoes, 
entered  the  Lake  of  Rio  de  Sal,  to  the  north-weft. 
He  landed  feme  men  at  a  grazing  farm,  where 
they  wounded  and  fecured  an  Indian,  who,  be- 
ing brought  on  board,  informed  them  there  was 
ail  Indian  town  about  four  leagues  dillant,  in, 
the  neighbourhood  of  which  cattle  fed  in  abun- 
I  dance. 

Depending  on  this  intelligence,  and  fufpeding 

few  impediments  by  the  way,  they  prepared  to 

I  fet  out  for  the  place  defcribed ;  but  they  had  not 

i  proceeded  far,  before  they  were  attacked  by  a, 

troop  of  Spanifh  horfe.    Thefe  they  defeated  5 

I  but,  when  open  force  did  not  fuit  the  enemy, 

they  pra^Stifed  fuch  ftratagems,  as  much  annoyed 

the  invaders.     Their  way  lay  through  a  country 

covered  with  grafs  of  an   amafing  height,   to 

which  the  Spaniards  fet  fire,  and  it  was  not 

jwithout  much  hazard,  that  the  conquerors  efcap- 

pd  being  devoured  by  the  raging  element  that 

[every  where  furrounded  them. 

Meanwhile  their  oppofers  had  leifure  to  rcr 
|colle6t  themfelves,  and  to  concert  meafures  for  a 
more  effeftual  refiftance.    This  they  endeavour- 
led  to  put  in  execution  at  a  village,  towards 
[which    the  Englifh    advanced  next   day,   and 
found  it  garrifoned.    But  a  want  of  fire  arms 
miong  the  Spaniards,  and  the  remembrance  of 
their  recent  defeat,  had  fuch  an  effe6:  upon 
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them,  that,  after  a  feeble  refiftance,  and  the  lofs 
of  fome  of  their  officers,  they  again  fled,  leav- 
ing the  buccaneers  mailer  of  the  place.  In  th'w 
fecond  encounter,  one  man  was  killed,  and  the 
furgeon  feverely  wounded. 

They  here  received  information  of  two  rich 
gold  mines,  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  leagues  j 
but  they  were  in  fuch  want  of  provifions,  that 
they  preferred  plundering  the  village  and  fecur- 
ing  flores,  to  the  golden  harveft  'that  invited 
them. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  the  captain,  with 
eighty  men,  made  another  excurfion  to  the  River 
Rofario,  at  the  entrance  of  which  he  landed  j 
and  having  marched  to  an  Indian  town,  carried 
off  a  confiderable  quantity  of  maize  and  other 
provifions  J  but  made  no  advances  towards  the 
mines  5  though  it  feems  they  were  in  the  imme- 
diate  vicinity. 

Next  day  the  Ihips  came  to  an  anchor  at  the  I 
mouth  of  the  river;  and  the  flock  of  provifions 
being  flill  very  infufficient  for  the  numbers  on  | 
board,  with  the  fingle  exception  of  beef,  a  par- 
ty was  difpatched  on  the  8th,  in  fearch  of  01et-| 
ta  River ;  but  they  foon  returned  without  efFe6t« 
ing  any  thing  of  importance. 

They  next  failed  for  the  River  St.  Jago,  upl 
v/hich  feventy  men  proceeded,  to  examine  the] 
creeks  and  inlets,  and  to  procure  intelligence  re« 
iative  to  the  ftate  of  the  environs. 

This  party,  having  captured  an  Indian  as  hel 
was  watching  a  field  of  maize,  learned  froral 
him,  that  they  were  near  the  town  of  Santal 
Pecaque,  where,  he  faid,  provifions  were  plenty || 
and  offered  to  be  their  condu6tor  thither.  Inl 
confequence  of  this,  one  hundred  and  forty  inenl 
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in  canocff,  were  lent  off,  under  the  Indian 
fcuide,  and  the  lame  night  landed  near  the  town, 
[about  five  leagues  up  the  river.  Next  morning 
Ithey  entered   it,  and  found  it  entirely  deferted  j 

)ut  difpatchcd  mefl'engers  to  their  captain,  to 
acquaint  him  tliat,  in  regard  to  provilions,  they 
were  likely  to  be  iucccisful  beyond  their  origi- 
jial  hopes. 

On  hearing  this  agreeable  news,  the  captain 
jfet  out  to  join  them,  and  on  his  arrival  exerted 
lis  utmoft  endeavours  to  preferve  order  among  ^ 
lis  men ;  who  now  giving  themfelves  up   to 
ihinder,  leemed  to  forget  that  an  enemy  might 
36  at  hand.     Nay,  lb  infatuated  was  this  unru- 
ly crew,  that  though  they  had  heard,  from  dif- 
Iferent  quarters,  that  one  thoufand   men  were 
jlfcmbled,  and  ready  to  fall  on  them,  they  could 
lot  be  induced  to  defift  from  a  return  to  thfc 
)lunder,  while  a  fingle  load  of  provifions  was 
[eft  in  the  town  j  neither  could  authority  nor  per- 
fuafion  keep  them  in  a  colle6tive  body,  or  pre- 
vail on  them  to  march  in  order. 

The  event  may  naturally  be  expe6i:ed.  A 
jnrty  of  fifty  of  thefe  marauders,  with  as  many 
loaded  bealts,  proceeding  in  a  line,  fell  into  an 
jnibufli,  laid  for  them  by  the  enemy.  The  report 
bf  mulkctry  being  heard^  Captain  Swan  made 
[he  utmoft  fpeed  to  reach  the  place  of  a6tion ;  but 
Wore  he  could  arrive,  he  found  this  unfortunate 
[arty,  flripped  of  their  arms  and  plunder^  and 
weltering  in  their  blood. 

This  fcene  flrack  him  with  horror,  and  threw 

deadly  damp  on  the  fpirits  of  the  furvivors. 
?he  Spaniards,  it  is  probable,  purchafed  this 
[i^tory  dear,  or  at  leaft  were  fatisfied  with  the  re- 
leiige  they  had  obtained :  they  retired,  from  the 
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field  of  battle,  and  fufFered  the  remainder  of  the 
buccaneers  to  repair  to  the  ihips  without  mo- 
leftation. 

St.  Pecaque,  near  which  this  difafter  befel  the 
followers  of  Swan,  is  iituated  on  a  fpacious  plain, 
adjoining  a  wood,  and  is  adorned  with  a  fquare 
in  the  centre,  in  which  the  houfes  are  not  inele*  ■ 
gantly  built.     The  town  was  but  fmallj  how.| 
ever,  it  had  two  churches ;  and  at  that  time  was 
reputed  to  contain  about  feventy  white  families  I 
conftantly  refident,  befides  thofe  who  occafionally 
reforted  to  it  from  other  quarters. 

The  late  check,  fo  efFe6tually  curbed  the  dar^ 
ing  fpirit  of  the  buccaneers,  that  they  did  not 
think  it  fafe  to  attempt  any  thing  farther  on  this 
coaft.  They  therefore  determined  to  leave  the 
fcene  of  difgrace  and  difappointment  as  early  as 
pollible,  and  id  fteer  their  courfe  for  Cape  St, 
Xucar,  on  the  Ifland  of  California.  However, 
they  were  prevented  from  making  the  intended! 
port,  and  forced  to  put  in  at  the  Maria  Illands,] 
about  forty  leagues  diftant  from  Cape  St.  Lucar.F 

Here  Dampier,  who  had  long  been  ill  of  the 
dropfy,  was  buryed,  about  half  an  hour,  up  to 
the  neck  in  the  warm  fand,  which  threw  hira| 
into  a  moft  profufe  fweat.     By  uling  proper  pre- 
cautions to  keep  up  the  perfpiration,  after  he  I 
was  taken  out  of  the  fand,  his  health  was  foon 
conliderably    mended.     Extraordinary    as    this! 
mode  of  cure  may  appear,  it  is   frequently  em- 
ployed in  various  marine  difeafes.    The  fcurvyisi 
often  relieved  by  it  3  and,  for  dropfical  affedionsj 
it  is  almoil  reckoned  a  fpecific. 

When  the  buccaneers  arriv^ed  here,  they  atl 
firft  fubfifted  on  feah  j  but  in  a  few  days  were| 
fupplied  with  turtle^  rabbits,  and  pigeons  5  and, 
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Iwhile  the  crew  was  employed  in  careening  the 
ftiip*  the  officers  were  bulled  in  examining  the 
Lores,  as  Captain  Swan  declared  his  delign  of 
returning  to  Europe  by  the  way  of  the  Eaft 

[Indies. 

Tliis  declaration  was  received  with  mingled 
Lpplaufe  anddifapprobation.  Some  loudly  con- 
iemned  the  meafure,  and  magnified  all  the  dif- 
iculties  with  which  it  was  likely  to  be  attended: 
jthers  faintly  approved  of  the  fcheme,  but  were 
terrified  when  they  refleded  on  the  length  of 
the  voyage  and  the  fcantinefs  of  their  ftores. 
)n  a  fair  calculation,  they  had  provifions  for  no 
lore  than  fixty  days  on  board  j  and,  from  Cape 
Jorientes  to  the  neareft  land,  the  Ifle  of  Guam^ 
i^as  accounted  feven  thoufand  miles. 

Thefe  were  circumftances  of  ferious  reflexion  ; 
lowever,  Captain  Swan,  holding  out  the  lure  of 
their  being  able  to  intercept  the  Manilla  ihip, 
md  thus  gain  a  compenfation  for  all  their  toils, 
rradually  turned  tlie  minds  of  all  to  his  original 
^iews ;  and  they  cheerfully  fet  about  making  the 
kquifite  preparations. 

All  things  being  ready,  the  Cygnet,  Captain 
swan,  with  one  hundred  menj  and  the  bark> 
'aptain  Teat,  with  fifty,  took  their  departure 
rom  Cape  Corientes  on  the  3lfl:  of  March* 
1686.  By  next  day,  at  noon,  they  were  wafted, 
\y  variable  winds,  to  the  diftance  of  thirty 
;agues  from  the  Cape  5  and  foon  after,  heing 
iarried  into  the  courfe  of  a  wind,  blowing  ftea- 
lily  from  the  ENE.  point,  they  made  a  rapid 
pgrefs  5  and  every  thing  feemed  propitious  to 

leir  wiihes.  However,  after  failing  about  three 
^eeks,  in  which  fpace  they  had  no  view  of  any 
md;  the  mariners  began  to  be  impatient  and 
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diffatisfied  j  and  infilled  on  having  their  allow. 
ance  increafed. 

This  requifition  Captain  Swan  ivas  oblit^^edl 
to  comply  with,  notwithilanding  he  was  coni'ci. 
ous  of  its  imprudence.  For,  ihoiild  the  wiii([ 
change,  or  any  other  caule  of  delay  take  place, 
he  well  knew  they  muft  be  reduced  to  the  lait 
diftrefs,  or  even  perifli  with  hunger.  But  it  wasl 
impoHible  to  realbn  with  fuch  a  crew,  and  clin- 
gerous  to  attempt  it.  Indeed,  fmall  was  the  en- 
larged allowance :  it  was  no  more  than  ten| 
fpoonfuls  of  maize  a  day  for  each  man. 

It  is  recorded,  that  fome  of  them  Ihewcd  ani 
exlraorditiary  degree  of  abftemioufnefs  in  drink- 
ing; feveral  refrained  entirely  from  liquids  fori 
the  fpace  of  a  week ;  and  one  man  did  not  drink] 
in  feventeen  days,  and  then  faid,  he  felt  no  pari 
ticular  defire.  So  moderate  are  the  real  wantsi 
of  iiature,  did  not  the  habit  of  indulgence  rendtt| 
,us  craving  and  dilcontented ! 

The  fpare  diet,  to  which  the  crew  fo  reluc-l 
tantly  fubmitted,  had  a  falutary  efie6t  on  foinel 
•who  were  labouring  under  previous  difeafeJ 
Dampiers  health  was  completely  re-eftabliiliedl 
by  it.  He  was  not,  however,  one  of  tho£e  wkl 
could  fubfill  without  drink ;  which,  it  inddl 
appears  marvelloas  that  any  one  could,  in  ikil 
latitudes;  he  drank  thrice  a  day,  and  yet  gof 
entirely  cured  of  his  dropfical  afle£lion. 

During  this  run.  Captain  Swan  exhibited  aii| 
inftance  of  fe verity  which  in  every  view  appear 
irreconcilable  to  his  purfuits.  He  ordered  onJ 
of  the  mariners,  convi6ted  of  a  petty  theft,  tJ 
receive  three  lalhes  from  every  perfon  oh  boardj 
himfelf  fetting  the  lirlt  example.  Little  didM 
confider,   when,  he  iniiided    this   punifhme5t| 
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I  Jiow  much  greater  his  own  demerits  were  5  but 
the  petty  plunderer  is  fure  to  fufFer,  while  tht 
exalted  robber  plumes  hjmfelf  on  his  refolution 
land  fuccels. 

From  the  whole  of  Swan's  conduft,  however, 
I  we  are  led  to  believe,  that  the  profeflion  of  a 
jbuccaneer  was  accidently  taken  up,  and  never 
highly  relifhed.     As  to   his   general  behaviour 
to  his  crew,  it  appears  to  have  been  di6tated  b/ 
a fpiilt  of  difcontent,  ariiing  from  the  difagreea- 
|ble  circuraftances,  in  which  he  found  himfelf 
jinvolvpd,  with  a  headflrong  and  ungovernable 
)ody  of  men,  intent  only  on  plunder,  and  prone 
to  every  vice.  There  are  gradations  in  crimes  j  and 
[the  mofl  hardened  by  nature  cannot  at  opce  arrive 
jt  the  acme  of  infenfibility.     Swan  was  brought 
liip  to  honourable  traffic;  and  had  fortune  beeij 
Propitious,  it  is  probable  he  never  would  have 
lefertpd  the  path  of  integrity!  Circumftancea 
Influence  the  bett  of  us;    and  charity   fliould 
)rorapt  us  to  believe,  that  few  are  voluntarily 
iifhoneft. 
Toappeafe  the  murmurings  of  his  people.  Swan 
lad  endeavoured  to  perfuade  them  that,  tl^ough 
[t  was  upwards  of  feven  thoufand  leagues,  by 
^he  Spanilh  reckoning,  from  Cape  Corientes  tp 
ruam,  yet  it  might  be  run  in  fifty  days ;  and 
le  inftanced  the  voyages  of  Drake  and  Caven^-^ 
iilh,  which  had  been  performed  in  that,  time. 
This,  however,  was  only  a  tempotaiy  expedient 
[0  prevent  tumult ;  for  when  they  found  that,  ii^ 
[heir  long  courfe,  they  fa\v  neither  land  nor  ani- 
lal,.  they    became   absolutely   mutinous,    and 
irew  out  the  moft  bitter  inve^ives  agaii^ft  tl^e^s 
cdttimander. 
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Swan  trvcd  to  pacify  them  by  every  palHatint 
argument  in  his  power ;  and  as  the  breeze  contiJ 
nued  favourable,  he  encouraged  them  to  hope 
that  their  hardfliips  would  foon  come  to  an  end. 
On  the  18th  of  May,  fome  rain  having  fallen, 
and  the  clouds  appearing  to  fettle  in  the  welt, 
gave  them  the  reafonable  profpe6t  of  nearing  the 
land. 

At  this  time.  Captain  Teat,  in  the  bark,  bcJ 
ing  confiderably  ahead,  ran  over  a  ihoal  with 
four  fathoms  water  over  it;  and  having  paffed 
it  in  fafety,  he  lay  by  to  inform  Swan  of  what 
he  had  obferved.    After  a   fhort  confultation, 
they  refolved   now   to  ftcer  direftly  north,  in 
hopes  of  reaching  Guam,  which,  according  to 
the  Spanifli  charts,  lay  nearly  in  the  latitude 
they  were  in.     In  a  fhort  time,  to  their  great  fa- 
tisfadion  and  joy,  they  came   in   iight  of  the 
liland  of  Guam,  difiant  about  eight  leagues  j  and 
happy  was    it  for  us,   fays  Dampier,  that  ve 
reached  this  fpot  fo  opportunely,  as  we  had  nowf 
only  three  days  provifions  left  j   and  in  cafe  ofl 
their  being  quite  exhaufted,  it  was  the  determinJ 
ation  of  the  crew,  as  I  was  afterwards  informed, 
to  kill  Captain  Swan  and  eat  him  firft,  and  all,| 
who  were  accefiary  to  this  voyage,  in  rotation. 

Such  was  .the  favage  difpoiition  of  thefe  rncnj 
whofe  uniibfiji  behaviour  was  fufficient  to  fourl 
the  mildeft  temper.  But  t^pu^h  Swan  efcapedl 
this  impending  danger,  the  fame  unruly  fet  af-[ 
terwards  abandoned  him  to  his  fate,  as  the  fequel| 
will  Ihew. 

The  Ifle  of  Guam,  which  Dampier  places  ial 
13  deg.  21  min.  north  latitude,  is  about  thirty | 
iix  miles  long,  and  twelve  broad.  It  had  a  SpaJ 
niiti  fori,  mounting  fix  guns,    and  garrifonedl 
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With  between  twenty  and  thirty  foldicrs,  under 
the  command  of  a  governor  and  fome  luoordi- 
Inatc  oflicers.  They  found  the  climate  hjalthy ; 
land  the  natives  active  and  ingenious,  particular- 
ly in  the  ftru6turc  of  boats,  which  failed  with  ^ 
iiiiazing  fleetnefs. 

Captain  Swan  having  cad  anchor,  was  immc- 

liately  vifited  by  a  Spanifli  friar  and  three  Indi- 

ms.    Thefe  being  hofpitably  entertained,  were 

riven  to    underftand,    that  the   Englilh   came 

[hither    in    a    friendly    manner,    to    purchafe 

provifions,  for  which   they  would   honourably 

lay.    The  friar  informed  them,  that  provifions 

irere  rather  fcarcc  at  that  time  on  the  iiland  j 

but  that  the  governor  world  do  the  bed  in  his 

)o\ver  to  accommodate  them. 

To  himj   therefore,  they    difpatched  a  letter 

nih  fome  prefents  j  and  in  the  meanwhile  one 

\f  the  fhip's  boats  returned  from  the  ihore  with 

lupply  of  cocoa-nuts,  which  gave  them  much 

itisfa6tion.    The  governor  did  not  long  delay 

fend  them  fix  hogs  and  a  quantity  of  melons : 

[t  the  fame  time,   he  gave  dire6tions  to  the 

idiaits  to  afilfi  them  in  fifhing,  and  collecting 

le  indigenous  fruits. 

While  this  friendly  intercourfe  was  carrying 
1,  the  Manilla  Ihip  coming  in  fight,  was  warn- 
to  bear  away,  in  doing  which  ftie  ftriick  up- 
a  ilioal,  and  might  have  fallen  into  the  hand^i 
thefe  adventurers,  had  not  Swan  employed 
|l  his  addrefs  to  dilfuade  them  from  the  enter- 
rife.     , 

They  remained  at  Guam  for  fome  days,  occu-' 
led  in  harmlefs  traffic  for  provifions.  On  the 
pth  of  that  month,  the  governor  fent  the  cap^ 
tin  a  jar  of  bread  made  of  fine  flour,  two  jars- 

La  of 
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of  pickled  mangoes,  forae  hogs,  and  a  quantity 
of  rice.  In  return,  he  received  fome  ammnni, 
tion,  and  a  fine  Engliili  dog,  to  which  he  had 
taken  a  particular  fancy.  Swan  was  likewift 
delirous  of  obtaining  the  governor's  letter  to  the 
■merchants  of  Manilla,  to  open  a  trade  j  but  this! 
circumftance  he  lludioufly  concealed  from  hij| 
men. 

The  friar,  who  had  a6led  a  moft  friendly  part  I 
by  th;-l'e  adventurers,  whofe  real  profeflion  was 
unknown  here,  was  prefented  with  an  aftrolabe, 
a  telefcope,  and  a  brafs  clock,  for  which  he 
made  Swan  a  remuneration  in  bogs,  potatoes,! 
and  tobacco. 

The  veflels  being  plentifully  fupplied  withl 
fuch  produds  as  the  ifland  afforded,  they  fet| 
fail  for  Mindanao  on  the  2d  of  June.  Being  ig. 
norant  on  which  fide  of  the  illand  the  principal] 
town  was  fituated,  they  coalled  round  for  forae 
time  before  they  came  to  an  anchor,  which,  as 
foon  as  they  had  done,  they  falutv°d  with  fevenl 
guns,  and  were  anfwered  with  three  from  tl«| 
ihore. 

A  rajah,  and  one  of  the  emperor  s  {ons  comingl 
on  board,  demanded  their  countiy  j  and,  on  beingi 
infjqirmed  they  were  Englilh,  bid  ihem  welcoraeij 
jt^jolenquired  if  itvas  tbeir  intention  to  e{lablii!i| 
a  fadory.  This,  at  Mrfl,  furpriled  Captain  SwanJ 
but  he  afterwards  learned,  that  an  Eaft  India  of| 
ticer  had  formerly  been  there  with  propofals  ^ 
tjiaf  kind. 

While  I  hey  lay  before  Mindanao,  the  prlnaj 
of  one  of  the  neighbouring  iflands  privately  dilj 
patched  his  nephew  to  Cnptain  Swan,  with  ovcrj 
tures  of  a  friendly  reception  in  his  dominions^ 
Cliould  he  be  inclined  to  fettle  there.  Little  regard 
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however,  feems  to  have  been  paid  to  this  propofal. 
Meanwhile  it  was  forcfeen,  that  the  wefterly  mon- 
Ibon,  which  was  Ipeediiy  approaching,  would 
oblige  them  to  continue  in  port.  Thus  lituated. 
Captain  Swan  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  conti- 
nuing his  piratical  depredations  j  and  endea- 
I  voured  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  Sultan  of 
I  Mindanao,  to  whom  he  made  liberal  preients, 
I  and  at  the  fame  time  had  the  policy  not  to  over- 
[look  bis  miniflers. 

Thefe  civilities  had  the  defired  efFeft.     After 
jfome  preliminary  negotiation.    Captain    Swan 
was  invited  on  iliorej  and  by  means  of  a  Spa- 
nifti  interpreter,  held  a  long  converlation  with 
the  king,  who  once  more  deiired  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Englilh  were  come  to  fettle  there,  in 
Iconformity  to  letters  he  had  received  from  the 
[Eaft  India  Company.     The  captain  entertained 
the  fultan  with  an  enumeration  of  fuch  of  his 
[principal  adventures  as    he  thought  proper  to 
lilclofe;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fovereign 

jfcanted  on  the  riches  and  produce  of  his  coun- 
try. 

After  the  interview  was  end^d.  Captain  Swati 
;ras  entertained  by  the  fultan's  uncle,  at  a  ban- 
quet, confining  of  boiled  rice^  fifh,  and  fowls. 
fn  order  to  evince  this  prince's  regard  for  the  cap- 
tain, he  informed  him,  that  a  fervant,  belonging 
to  a  Captain  Goodluck,  having  robbed  his  maf- 
2r,  and  abfconded,  was  now  ready  to  be  deli-  ' 
irered  up  to  be  puniflied  as  the  laws  of  England 
lirct^ed.  But  Captain  Swan  gave  the  r«jah  to 
inderftand  that,  in  his  country,  none  but  the 
njured  party  could  profecute  the  criminal  j  and, 
IS  the  man  had  committed  no  offence  againft 
i'm,  he  could  take  no  cognizance  of  his  crime. 

I.  3  This 
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This  equitable  code  of  laws,  aftohilhed  the  IndU 
an  prince  j  but,  to  prove  that,  in  Mindanao,  fucli 
practices  would  meet  with  no  protediion,  he  or- 
dered the  poor  fellow  to  be  tlripped  Hark  naked, 
and  tied  to  a  poft,  where  he  was  expofed  a  whole 
day  to  the  burning  fun  j  while  the  mufquetoes 
incelfantly  tormented  him,  without  the  poflibi- 
lity  of  his  being  able  to  bruili  them  off. 

Th;scondefcenfion,  though  it  was  not  defirecf 
by  Captain  Swan,  was  followed  by  a  fimilar  offer 
from  him,  of  delivering  up  any  of  his  men  who 
fliould  triinfgrefs  the  laws  of  the  country ;  but 
the  rajah  delired  he  would  execute  puniflnnent 
on  them  himfelf  j  and  it  feems  the  power  could 
not  have  been  delegated  to  it  more  fevere  judge, 
On  the  lealt  complaint.  Swan  punilhed  his  men 
with  a  harflmefs  that  bordered  on  revenge. 
Among  thofe  who  felt  the  eHefts;  of  his  rage  was 
Captain  Teat,  the  comrtiander  of  the  bark. 
Others  who  had  offended  him,  at  any  former 
period,  he  now  rensembered  j  and,  while  he  re- 
ceived the  fan6tion  of  the  natives,  he  alienated 
the  affedVion  of  his  own  people. 

The  chiefs  of  the  illand   Ihewed  every  tefll- 
mony  of  partiality  to  Swan  ;  and  the  water  now| 
running  low,  a  number  of  the  natives  were  or- 
dered to  aflilt  him  in  floating  his  ihip  up  the| 
river^  where  Ihe  might  be  moored  in  fecurity. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  country  were  well  re- 
ceived on  board}  and  the  Englilh,  in  return,! 
■rt^ere  invited  on  Ihore,  where  they  foon  formedl 
connections  with  the  beft  families  of  the  ifland.l 
^eing  well  fupplied  with  money,  they  intrigued! 
"w^ith  the  females,  who  freely  fet  their  favours  tol 
fale;    and  diiii^atedi  in  extravagance  and  de-l 
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Ibauchery,  the  plunder  they  had  brought  from 

I  tlie  American  Ihores. 
The  captain  himfelf,  either  connived  at,  or 

I  encouraged  the  iliameful  exceffes  of  his  men; 
and  as  the  fultan's  palace,  and  that  of  Rajah 
Laut,  his  uncle,  were  conftantly  open  to  him, 
he  carried  with  him  fome  of  the  lowed  of  his 
followers,  whom  he  thought  partial  to  him ;  and 

hfnd  allowed  them  to  partake  of  all  the  dainties 

[which  were  provided  for  himfelf. 
The  feaft  of  the  Ramadam,  or  Lent,  being  now  ob- 

Ifervedjfome  apologies  were  made  to  the  captain  for 
a  fufpenfion  of  the  ufual  divcrfion$  of  the  coun- 
try j  in  which  they  wiflied  him  to  join,  as  foon 

las  the  Mahometan  rites  permitted  the  indulg- 

Icnce* 
The  expeded  rains  began  to  fall  in  the  month 

[of  Auguft,  attended  with  ftormy  weather.    The 

[river  fwelled  to  an  aftonifliing  height,  and  large 

Itrees,  frequently  drifting  down  upon  the  veflels> 

[expofed  them  to  perpetual  danger.  Bulinefs,  as 
i'ell  as  pleafure,  was  at  an  endj  and  as  the 
city  w.!s  quite  overflowed,  all  communication 
between  the  houfes  was  flopped.  However, 
he  town  being  built  upon  pofts,  which  allow- 
ed a  free  courfe  to  the  water,  no  danger  was  ap" 
)rehended  from  this  annual  vifitation. 
The  Ramadam  being  paft,  and  the  floods  fub- 

^iding,  Rajah  Laut  entertained  Captain  Swan 
•ith  a  difplay  of  fome  of  the  Mindanaoefe  dances; 
/hich  were  performed  to  vocal  mufic,  in  a  ftyle 

Rngularly  fantaftic.  In  order  to  return  this 
lattering  compliment.  Captain  Swan,  who  took 

fcvery  method  of  fupporting  his  own  confequence 

In  the  eyes  of  thefe  iilanders,  gave  them  a  dance 

\fter   the  Englifh  tafle^  to  which  the  fuitan, 

the 
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the  chiefs,  and  their  women,  were  invited.  The 
ball-room,  where  they  were  received,  was  hnng 
with  filk  on  the  occaiion,  adorned  with  gold  and 
lilver  lace,  and  fplendit'ly  illuminated,  which 
at  once  gratified  and  ailoniilied  the  limple  na- 
tives. 

The  dancing  being  ended,  they  ilill  fhewed  a 
reluftance  to  v^ithdraw,  though  their  appetite, 
as  well  as  their  fight,  had  been  feafted  with  all 
the  luxuries  that  could  be  procured.  It  was  near 
day-break  when  the  fultan  retired  5  and  his 
women  were  ftill  unwilling  to  accompany  him. 
Rajah  Laiit,  and  his  female  train,  prolonged 
their  ftay ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  prohibition 
of  their  prophet,  Ihewed  no  averlion  to  the  juice 
of  the  grape. 

Of  all  the  Englifli  dancers,  the  performance 
of  one,  who  had  learned  to  dance  hornpipes  in  a 
low  ftyle,  was  moil  admired  among  the  natives. 
The  rajah  was  fo  pleafed  with  his  agility  and 
humour,  that  he  made  fome  enquiries  into  his 
condition  9  and,  as  nothing  is  eafier  than  to  af- 
fiime  confequence,  where  there  is  no  danger  of  I 
dete6tion,  he  was  informed,  that  this  perlbnage 
was  an  Englifh  nobleman,  and  that  all  the  reft  | 
were  gentlemen  of  the  lame  country,  who  tra- 
velled merely  for  their  diversion. 

Captain  Swan,  being  privy  to  this  impofi- 
tion,  and  perhaps  dreading  its  confequences,  didl 
not  try  to  turn  it  off  with  an  air  of  jocularity  ;| 
but,  to  fupport  his  own  imaginary  dignity,  exhi- 
bited another  inftance  of  ill-tii  led  feverity.  Hcl 
caufed  the  poor  fellow,  who  was  ignorant  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  defcribed  to  the 
rajah,  to  beitripped  of  all  his  ftnery,  and  cruelly 
killed^  ,  I 
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IRajah  I^aut,  who  had  taken  particular  pains 
(omake  himfelf  regarded  as  the  firm  friend  of  the; 
Englilh,  began  to  difcover  feme  fymptoms  of 
bis  infincerity,  when  they  were  preparing  to  de- 
part. On  examining  the  ftate  of  the  veflels,  it 
was  found  that  the  bottom  of  the  bark  was  quite 
honeycombed  by  worms,  and  unfit  for  fervice  t 
thefhip,  being  ftieathed>  had  only  her  falfe  bot- 
tom deftroyed. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  application  was 
made  to  their  friend,  the  rajah,  for  planks  to  re- 
new the  flieathing  of  the  ihip,  who,  coming 
down  to  view  her,  but  ill  diflembled  his  difap- 
pointment,  at  finding  fhewas  foeaiily  fufceptible 
of  repairs ;  obierving,  that  this  was  the  firlt  vef- 
fel  he  had  feen  with  a  double  bottom. 

This  gave  occaiion  to  fufpedt,  that  he  wifhed 
both  the  fliips  had  been  rendered  unferviceable, 
as  had  happened  to  a  Dutch  velTel;    that  he 
might  have  obtained  the  guns.     This  fufpicioii 
[was  now  confirmed  by  other  recolle6tions  j  par* 
ticularly  by  his  never  apprifing  Captain  Swan  of  a 
ianger  with  which  he  could  not  be  unacquainted. 
It  was  about  the  middle  of  November,  that 
thefe  adventurers   began'  to  think  of  refitting 
I  their  fhips,  and  of  putting  the  receflary  ftores  on 
I  board.    The  whole  month  of  Dect^mber  was  oc- 
cupied in  this  work  :  in  the  beginning  of  Janu- 
jaiy,  they  began  to  take  in  water. 

They  next  began  to  turn  their  attention  to 
[fupplles  for  their  voyage ;  and  Rajah  Laut  was 
liberal  in  his  profelfions  of  funiilbing  them  with 
IbuiFalops. 

Thefe  animals  being  wild,  he  pretended,  day 
Ibyday,  to  take  his  men  but  to  hunt  theraj  but 
[he  conftantly  returned  with  excuies  for  his  want 
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ef  fuccefs.  Nor  did  Captain  Swan  feem  eager 
to  fail.  He  fufFered  himielf  to  be  amufed  by  his 
friends  on  ihore ;  till  having  got  pofleliion  of  his 
lead,  iron,  and  fome  gold,  for  which  he  was  to 
be  paid  in  rice  and  beef,  they  at  laft  threw  oiF 
the  malk,  and  told  nim,  that  he  was  ftill  in  debt 
for  his  own  and  his  men's  board. 

Thus  matters  were  taking  a  very  unfavoura- 
ble turn  on  ftiore,  but  much  worfe  on  board. 
The  majority  of  th?.  crew  were  eager  to  purfue  I 
their  piratical  ravages :  another  party  was  for 
returning  to  their  native  land,  by  the  moft  im- 
mediate conveyance ;  and  a  third,  having  form- 
ed fome  connedtions  in  the  country,  were  indif. 
ferent  about  leaving  it. 

In  this  difcordant  Hate  of  views  and  inclina- 
tions, thofe  who  were  defirous  to  return  home, 
privately  purchafed  a  veflel,  in  which  they  in- 
tended to  fail  to  Borneo,  where  they  expe6ted  to 
find  an  Englilh  fa6tory.  But  their  defign  being 
difcovered,  its  patrons  were  threatened  with  the 
punifhment  due  to  deferters.  The  malecontents, 
who  wifhed  to  remain  in  the  country,  withdrew 
themfelves,  in  hopes  of  lying  concealed;  while 
thofe,  who  continued  on  board  the  fhip,  regard- 
lefs  of  confequences,  increaled  their  diforders  by 
i-ntoxication. 

All  this  time,  the  captain  remained  on  ihore. 
Reprefentations  had  been  made  to  him,  that,  in 
order  to  fettle  thefe  difturbances,  it  was  now  ab- 
folutely  nccelTary  to  declare  himfelf;  and  it  is  I 
highly  pvobable,  that,  had  he  attended  to  fuch 
fuggeftions,  and  exerted  his  good  fenfe,  matterg 
might  ftill  have  been  brought  to  a  happy  ilTue. 
But  an  infatuation  feemed  to  hangover  him:| 
he  heard  of  danger^  without  haHening  to  repel  I 
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I  It.  At  laflj  however,  he  fixed  a  day  to  come  on 
board,  when  all  hands  were  ordered  to  attend 

Ihim.  ,         ,  " 

In  the  interval,  his  gunner  being  difpatched 

jfor  fomcthing  from  on  board,  happened  tp 
leave  the  captain's  journal  expol'ed  to  the  fcru- 
tiny  of  the  faiiors.     In  this  they  found  a  minute 

I  account  had  been  kept  of  their  mutinous  con- 

j  duft,  and  of  their  feveral  real  or  imaginary  of- 
fences.   DifafteiStion  fpread  from  man  to  man ; 

Iforfewefcaped  without  fome  cenfure  5  and  Teat, 
taking  advantage   of  the  momentary  impulfe, 

[brought  them  to  enter  into  a  folemn  engagement, 

[tliat  they  would  never  fail  again  under  their 

llbrmer  commander. 

This  refolution  being  taken,  mod  of  them 
fvvere  for  departing  immediately ;  but  as  neither 
}f  the  furgeons  was  on  board,  next  morning 
they  difpatched  a  meflenger  for  one  of  them,  on 
pretence  that  a  man  had  broken  his  leg.  The 
phief  furgeon  did  not  attend  ;  but  fent  his  mate, 
Vho  was  accompanied  by  Dampier.  Having  fo 
far  effected  their  purpofe,  they  fent  oflf  their  ca- 
be  to  bring  away  all  who  were  fimilarly  in* 
blined. 

On  the  13th,  in  the  morning,  the  day  that 
|\van  had  appointed  to  return  on  board,  they 
weighed,  and  fired  a  gun.  The  chief  mate  was 
iraediately  ordered  to  go  on  board,  and  demand 
le  reafon  of  this  proceeding.  The  mutinous 
rew  fhewed  him  the  journal ;  and  heavily  com** 
lained  of  their  commander*s  condu6t.  The 
late,  however,  prevailed  on  them  to  admit  Cap- 
fin  Swan  to  a  hearing,  though  they  all  loudly 
2clared  againA  a  reconciliation, 
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Swan,  on  receiving  this  information,  became 
timid  and  irrefolute.     His  cliara6ter  was  natu- 
rally diffident  and  clofe  :  he  either  feartd  to  trull 
himfelf  among  his  enraged  crew,  or  difdained  toi 
apologize  to  ihem.     However  this  may  be,  hc| 
fnade  no  advances  to  an  accommodation,  aud  ac- 
cordingly  WAs  left  in  the  town,  with  thirty-fix  of  I 
his  moft  faithful  adherents. 

Several  had  paid  the  debt  of  nature  on  the! 
ifl;uid,  others  had  deferted  j.and  with  thofe  who 
were  left  behind,  the  company  was  now  reduced 
from    one    hundred   and  fifty   to   eighty  men. 
Thefe  fet  fail  on  the  X4th,  without  any  piecife| 
view  of  future  operation  5   trufting  to  chance, 
and  ready  to  embrace  any  favourable  profpeft  ofl 
bettering  their  fortunes. 

Being  clear  of  Mindanao,  they  caft  anchor 
the  17th  near  a  fmall  ifland,  where  they  proceed-l 
ed  to  the  eledion  of  officers.  John  Read,  a  naj 
tive  of  Jamaica,  a  principal  leader  in  the  infurj 
reft  ion  againft  their  old  captain,  was  promoted! 
to  the  chief  command,  Teat  was  appointed  mafterj 
and  Henry  More  quarter-mafter. 

Proceeding  on  their  voyage,  they  ftnick  on  jj 
rock,  on  which  they  hung  for  two  hours,  butj 
being  heaved  off  by  the  rifing  of  the  tide,  efcape 
with  no  other  damage  than  the  lofs  of  a  parj 
of  the  rudder.  Anchoring  afterwards  near  tli 
Ifland  of  Mindera,  an  Indian  canoe  came  upi 
thi-^m,  and  acquainted  them,  that  if  trade  d 
their  object,  they  might  obtain  a  recommendatoij 
letter  trom  a  certain  friar,  which  would  enfu 
their  favourable  reception.  But  an  honed  occij 
patiori  did  not  fuit  the  tafte  of  this  abandonj 
crt'W ;  they,  therefore,  declinexl  the  friend" 
d^tiY^  and  proceeded  on  their  courfe  to  tnconiij 
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where  they  captured  a  Spanilli  bark,  bound  for 
JUaiiilla,  laden  with  rice  and  cotton  cloth.  The 
mafltr  of  this  veflel  had  been  mate  of  the  Aca* 
piilco  fliip,  which  pafled  by  Guam  ;  and  from 
him  they  learned,  by  what  means  ilie  had  efcaped 
their  deiigns. 

This  piratical  crew  now  turned  their  attention 
toPulo  Condore,  in  order  to  i:  tercept  the  Ma^ 
nilla  ihip,  which  generally  arrives  there  about 
the  end  of  May.  They  caft  anchor  at  Condore, 
on  the  coaft  of  Cambodia,  on  the  14th  of  March ; 
and  entering  a  harbour,  they  foon  after  began  to 
careen  their  lliip,  in  \^•hich  they  were  afilfted  by 
the  natives.  They  here  exchanged  rice,  of  which 
they  had  a  large  itore,  for  hogs  and  turtles. 

Danipier  obiervcs,  that  among  other  lingular 
productions  of  the  ifiands  on  this  coaft,  there 
grows  a  tree  of  confiderablc  magnitude,  fronnl 
vhich  the  Indiians  extract  a  juice  that,  when 
boiled,  pofleffes  the  conlifience  and  qualities  of 
tar.  s 

During  their  long  flay  at  Mindanao,  it  was 

fuppofed,  that  feveral  of  the  company  had  been 

carried  off  by  poifon  j  in  the  adminiftering  of 

which  the  Indians  are  well  known  to  be  too  ex* 

ipert.    At  Condore,  two  men,  who  had  long  led 

'a  lingering  life  from  the  fame  fatal  caufe,  re» 

I ligned  their  breath  J  and  on  being  x'.ifl'efted  by 

(he  furgeon,  their  livers   were  found  dry  and 

Iblack,    fomewhat    refembling    pieces    of    cork, 

Dampier  imagines,  that  it  was  jealoufy  which 

inftigated  the  Mindanaoefe  to  execute  l\;ch  a 

terrible  revcn2:e  on  feme  of  the  Enelifli  :  and  in 

Ithis  conjecture,  he  wiis,  perhaps,  perfeCrly  right, 

[How  many. have  fallen  vidims  to  a  heedlefs  con* 

ceclion  w  ith  the  natives  of  Uie  tail  1 

Vol.  Ill,  M  Leaving 
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Leaving  Condore,  they  proceeded  to  Slam  tn 
the  2111  of  April,  being  condudted  thither  by 
an  ancient  Indian,  well  verfed  In  the  Malayan 
tongue.  They  were  only  three  days  on  their 
paflagej  but  being  difappointed  in  finding  dried 
filli,  which  they  expe6ted  here,  they  returned  to 
their  old  ftation  at  Pulo  Condore.  In  their  I 
courfe  they  overtook  a  Chinefe  junk,  from  which 
they  obtained  information,  that  the  Englilh  had 
a  fadory  at  Silleber,  on  the  Ifland  of  Sumatra. 

Having  reached  the  place  of  their  deftination, 
Captain  Read,  obferving  a  Malayan  velfel  at  an? 
chor  within  ihore,  fent  a  canoe  to  gain  intelli- 
gence ;*  at  the  fame  time  cautioning  the  party, 
not  to  truft  themfelves  with  the  flrangers,  but  tq 
hail  them  at  a  diflance.  But  thefe  refraftory  peo^ 
pie  were  become  as  little  mindful  of  their  n»?w 
commander  s  orders,  as  they  had  been  of  thofe  of 
their  old.  They  railily  ventured  on  board,  unarm- 
ed 5  and  in  confequence  of  their  imprudence,  live 
or  fix  were  immediately  difpatched  by  the  Malay- 
efe  with  their  Ihort  daggers.  The  rell  leaping  into 
the  fea,  reached  their  boat;  and  imong  thole 
who  efcaped  by  fwimming,  we  are  told  of  one 
Daniel  Wallis,  who,  though  he  had  never  learned 
tlie  art,  kept  up  with  his  companions,  and  got 
fafe  on  board.  This  affords  another  inftance  of 
the  latent  powers  of  man,  which  can  only  be 
called  ijito  afltlon  by  unexpe6ted  and  preifing 
emergencies. 

The  furgeon  being  lick,  and  afliamed  of  con- 
Ibrting  with  fuch  a  company,  went  on  fliore  at 
this  place,  with  a  view  of  withdrawing  himfelf 
from  them  j  but  his  intention  being  difcovered, 
he  was  purfued  and  brought  back  by  an  armed  | 
force. 
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They  remained  here  till  the  4th  of  June,  being 
detained  by  bad  weather :  when  having  taken  on 
board  a  Malayan  Portuguefe,  as  an  interpreter, 
they  at  laft  weighed  with  an  adverfe  wind.  They 
ftriiggled  againll  it  for  ten  days,  in  hopes  of  its 
iliitting  and  carrying  them  to  Manilla  j  but  find- 
jug  that  it  ftill  continued  contrary,  they  dire6ted 
their  courfe  to  Prata,  with  the  idea  of  filhiug 
lip  fonie  of  the  trealure  faid  to  have  been  loft  in 
fome  Chinefe  iliips,  recently  caft  away  there. 
The  wind,  however,  was  ftill  againft  their  views 
in  this  refped  j  and  being  driven  on  the  Illand 
of  St.  John,  on  the  coaft  of  China,  they  began  to 
fupply  theinfelves  w4th  hogs  and  buffaloes. 

While  they  remained  at  this  ifland,  fome  of 
the  iliip's  company  went  over  to  the  continent, 
where  they  found  nothing  to  tempt  their  avarice, 
or  gratify  their  curiolity.  Weighing  from  St. 
John's,  with  a  gentle  gale,  on  Uie  3d  of  July, 
tliey  had  every  profpeA  of  a  favourable  voyage  5 
but  next  day  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  ftorms  be- 
gan, that  thcfe  long-pra€tiled  adventurers  had  ' 
ever  w'itnelTed. 

This  tempeft  increafed  till  midnight  with 
I  dreadful  fury.  At  that  difmal  hour,  the  clouds 
burft  in  torrents,  the  thunders  rolled  in  awful 
peals,  the  lightning  flallied  inceffantly,  and  the 
iea  itfelf  refembled  a  flieet  of  liquid  fire,  except 
when  at  lliort  intervals  the  moft  horrid  darknefi 
refted  on  its  furface.  Meanwhile,  the  riling 
furges  were  one  moment  ready  to  lift  the  Ibip 
to  the  clouds,  the  next  threatened  to  plunge  her 
for  ever  in  the  gulphs  beneath.  The  veflel  la- 
boured dreadfully  in  this  tremendous  conflict  of 
the  elements,  the  rails  of  the  head  were  carried 
»way  by  a  violent  furge,  that  likewife  dillodged 
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the  ftieet  {Anchor,  and  forced  it  ngaiiift  the  hows, 
which  it  was  expected  to  penetrate.  To  prevent 
this  fatal  difaller,  they  gave  up  the  hchin  to  the 
•wind  J  and  ran  with  amazing  rapidity  wherever 
the  faiy  of  the  elements  directed.  At  four  in 
the  morning,  the  violence  of  the  tempeft  abated, 
when  the  failors  faw  that  well-known  meteor,  a 
corpus  fant,  fhining  like  a  flar  at  the  mad  head, 
from  which  they  draw  favourable  prefages ;  but 
had  it  appeared  on  the  deck,  they  would  hiive 
given  up  ail  for  loll.  Thcfe  conciulions,  from 
the  different  portions  of  the  meteor,  are,  jHir- 
haps,  not  wholly  vifionary :  they  may  be  ac- 
counted for  on  philofopbical  principles ;  biit 
failors,  who  are  generally  the  moll  fuperllitiuia 
of  men,  never  trouble  themfelves  with  leariiei 
invelligations  of  truth. 

The  gale  fublided  by  degrees  into  a  perft^^ 
calm  ;  and  at  lall  every  breath  of  air  died  a\vay. 
But  ftill  the  heavens  prelented  a  lowering  afpeii, 
prefiiging  another  ftorm,  which  accordingly  came 
on  from  the  fouth-well,  attended  with  torrents  of 
rain*  The  lliip  again  was  driven  before  the 
winds ;  and,  for  feveral  hours,  the  Ikill  of  the 
mariner  was  in  vain.  This  fecond  Horm  having 
fubfided,  on  referring  to  their  charts,  they  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  belt  courfe  they  couid  now 
take  would  be  to  (leer  for  the  Pifcadore  Iflands, 
in  latitude  23  deg.  north. 

Xhey  arrived  in  fight  of  thefe  iilands,  of  whiclj 
they  knew  nothing  but  the  name,  on  the  20th  of  | 
July  J  and  were  agreeably  furprifed  to  find  a  fine 
fpacious  harbour,  and  a  number  of  junks  paliiiij 
and  repafling.  As  foon  as  they  had  caft  anchor, 
a  Tartarian  officer  came  to  demand  their  countr; 
and  bufinefs.  On  being  informed  tkit  they  were 
Irpm  England,  and  in  diftrefs,  he  intimated  that 
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ihcy  might  be  I'upplied  wilh  whatever  the  coun- 
try produced  j  but  that  they  inuft  not  think  of 
landing.  Accordingly,  they  were  furnilhcd  with 
provilions  from  the  ihore ;  and  having  made  the 
governor  Ibme  prefents,  in  return  for  his  civili- 
tits,  they  fet  fail  on  the  2f)th. 

Thcfe  adventurers  iht  n  dirccSted  their  courfc  to 
adulter  of  iflands,  liti.ated  between  Formofa  and 
Liiconia,  for  m  hich  they  lleered  with  all  the  ar- 
dour of  expedation,  and  arrived  there  on  the  2d 
of  Auguft.  They  found  them  populous,  ancj 
rich  in  provilions ;  particularly  in  goats  and 
i'wiiie.  Captain  Read  named  thefe  hitherto  un- 
(liflinguiihed  illands  15alhec. 

The  hiftorian  of  the  voyage  informs  us,  that 
their  towns  are  built  on  precipices,  wholly  inac- 
ceflible,  except  by  ladders,  placed  at  the  extre- 
mities of  the  llreets,  which  run  in  parallel  lines. 
The  inhabitants  were  unacquainted  with  the  ufe 
cf  iron ;  but  had  a  certain  yellow  metal,  like 
gold,  among  them,  which  ferved  as  the  medinm 
[of  commerce.     In  a  variety  of  inftances,  they 
difplayed  lio  fmall  ihar6  of  ingenuity  5  and  their 
modes  of  life  differed  from  all  with  whom  the 
buccaneers  had  hitherto  maintained  any  inter- 
courfe.  '  They  voracioufly  devoured  the  entrails 
of  fuch  animals   as   the   Englifb   drelfed ;    and 
and  Ihewed  a  total  want  of  cleanlinefs  in  the  ar- 
Iticle  of  food ;   neverthekfs,   they  were  neat  in 
[their  perfons,  good  natured,  and  honeft  in  their 
Vleallngs ;  and  evinct^d  fuqji  a  peaceable  d'lfpofi- 
jtion  and  temper  of  mind,  as  prevented  them  from 
rfenting  any  affronts  offered  them  by  their  vi- 
ctors, or  from  ftjuabbling  with  each  other.     In 
ine,  they  obtained  this  fingalar  commendation, 
that  no  provocation  could  make  them  angry,  nor 
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any  temptation  induce  them  to  violate  the  r\x\n 
of  honeiiy.  Happy  people  !•  where  are  their 
equals  to  be  found  ! 

Thefe  hofpitable  people  amply  fupplicd  the 
wants  of  the  buccaneers ;  and  during  the  Ipacc 
of  more  than  a  month,  that  they  continued  here, 
nothing  but  amity  and  kindnefs  were  to  be  feeii. 
On  the  24th  of  September  the  Engliili  prepared 
to  fail  5  but  a  fudden  temped  forced  them  to  cut 
their  ciibles  and  to  put  to  fea  in  the  utmott  con- 
fufion,  leaving  fix  of  their  bed  hands  on  Ihore. 

louring  the  dorm  they  were  driven  off  the 
coad,  and- could  not  regain  their  dation  before 
the  idof  Odober.  As  foon,  however,  as  they 
came  in  fight,  the  natives  'brought  off  the  men 
who  had  been  left  behind,  to  whom  they  had 
behaved  with  the  grcated  attention.  They 
wiflied,  indeed,  to  adopt  them  into  their  fociety; 
and  made  them  an  offer  of  wives,  land,  and 
planters  implements,  by  way  of  a  portion.  This 
being  rejected,  they  readily  redored  them  to  their 
companions  j  and,  as  a  reward  for  their  kindhefj 
and  humanity,  received  fome  bars  of  iron,  the 
only  metal  they  admired. 

Tired  out  wiih  a  fuccellion  of  difaders,  the 
crew  became  impatient  to  return;  whi4e  Read 
and  Teat,  their  two  commanders,  dill  wiflied  for 
an  opportunity  of  improving  their  fortunes, 
Finding,  however,  the  fenfe  of  their  company 
againd  remaining  longer  on  thele  coads,  they 
perfuaded  them  to  forbearance  till  they  diould 
reach  Cape  Comorin,  when  every  rran  lliould  bCj 
at  liberty  to  follow  his  own  inclination. 

This  propofal  being  acceded  to,  they  proceed- 
ec  on  their  voyage,  quitting  all  the  golden  pro- 
fpt&s  with  which  tliey  had  once  flattered  them- 
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felvesj  and  anxious  only  to  avoid  the  Englifti 
or  Dutch  fliips  which  might  cafually  be  navigat- 
ing thofe  feas.  With  this  view  they  delerted 
the  moft  frequented^  route,  and  fleered  to  the. 
fouthward,  till  they  came  in  fight  of  the  Ifland 
of  St.  John,  on  the  coafl  of  Mindanao. 

Thus  having  conducted  our  adventurers  once 
more  to  the  country,  where  they  had  abandoned 
tlieif  former  commander  and  a  party  of  their 
fjiipmatcs,  we  fliall  give  a  brief  Iketch  of  the 
ifland  and  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  before 
\^e  proceed  with  the  narrative. 

Mindanao,  though  it  lies  in  7  deg.  north  lati- 
tude, and  confequently  in  a  warm  climate,  is 
bleffed  with  a  temperate  air,  and  covered  witli 
perpetual  verdure,  and  abundant  fertility.  The 
hills  produce  goldj  the  lawns  are  interfperfed 
with  groves,  and  fruit-bearing  trees  and  flirubs  ; 
and  a  number  of  flreams  at  once  fertilize  and 
adorn  this  favoured  fpot. 

The  houl'es,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  are 
all  raifed  on  ports,  on  account  of  the  periodical 
rains.  Even  the  king's  palace,  though  it  is  fpa- 
dous,  has  only  one  floor,  which  is  twenty  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  ground.  The  natives  are 
pretty  flrid  in  the  practice  of  the  Mahometan 
rites,  obferving  the  daily  ablutions,  and  religi- 
oufly  abftaining  from  the  flefh  of  fwine.  Bread, 
fruit,  rice,  and  the  fpontaneous  productions  of 
the  country  form  their  principal  diet.  Beef  and 
poultry  are  only  occalionally  ufed. 

The  people,  in  general,  are  low  in  flature,  and 
of  a  copper  complexion.  The  women  are  fome- 
>Yhat  fairer  than  the  men  ;  but  their  nofes  being 
fmall  and  flat,  gives  them  an  unattractive  ap- 
pearance, Tjiey  are  naturally  Yf^ry  amorous,  and. 
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ihew  a  particular  prediledion  for  European!!, 
The  higher  ranks  drefs  in  (ilk  and  fine  calico; 
but  the  common  people  wear  a  kind  of  cloth, 
called  faggin,  manufadured  from  the  bark  of  the 
plantain  tree. 

The  artizans  in  wood,  iron,  and  gold,  give  no 
contemptible  difplays  of  their  ingenuity,  when 
the  rudeuels  of  their  tools  is  conndered.  They 
have  neither  anvils,  planes,  nor  faws ;  yet,  by 
perfeverance,  they  produce  works  that  would 
aftonifli  the  moft  expert  Europeans. 

There  Is  only  one  mofque  in  Mindanao,  which 
is  not  much  reforted  to,  except  upon  particular 
occalions.  They  notify  the  hour  by  a  gong, 
which  is  a  vaft  drum  placed  over  a  cavity,  the 
head  of  which  is  covered  with  brafs.  This  in  • 
ftrument  is  watched  night  and  day  by  a  number 
people  who  relieve  each  other.  They  ftrike  it 
with  a  ftick  loaded  with  a  ball ;  and  the  found 
produced  is  loud  enough  to  be  heard  to  the  ut- 
moft  limits  of  the  town. 

The  Mindanaoefe  ufe  the  rite  of  circumcifion. 
This  operation  is  frequently  deferred  among  the 
common  people  till  they  are  about  the  age  of 
twelve  J  but  princes  of  the  royal  blood  have  it 
performed  in  the  moft  ceremonial  manner  at  the 
expiration  of  eight  days. 

The  foil  produces  cloves,  nutmegs,  oranges, 
plantains,  bananas,  betel  nuts,  durians,  and  co- 
coas, belides  the  bread-fruit.  Potatoes,  yams, 
melons,  rice,  and  many  other  vegetables  are  cul- 
tivated with  facility  and  fuccefs. 

Dampier  prefers  the  plantain  to  all  other  fruits, 
The  tree  which  produces  it  is  about  a  foot  in 
di.'imeter,  and  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  height.  The 
fruit  ^ows  in  c^uftei^s  on  the  top.    It  has  a  yel- 
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low  coat  wlien  ripe  ;  and  under,  a  fiibxlance  of  a 
delicate  flavour,  which  melts  in  the  mouth  like 
marmalade.  The  banana  differs  little  from  the 
plantain,  except  in  the  inferiority  of  its  fize  and 
flavour. 

The  natives  difconrage  the  growth  of  nutmeg 
and  clove  trees,  for  fear  of  exciting  the  jealoufy 
of  the  Europeans,  who  have  monopolized  thofe 
valuable  produdions,  and  are  eager  to  pcfTefs 
them.  Yet  Dampier  informs  us,  that  it  is  ufual, 
in  fome  of  the  adjoining  iflands,  to  fee  cloves  ly- 
ing feveral  inches  thick  under  the  trees  at  Jihed- 
ding  time. 

Of  the  betel  nut,  all  the  oriental  nations  arc 
extravagantly  fond.  It  is  the  fruit  of  a  tree 
growing  like  a  cabbage,  to  the  height  of  tea 
feet  and  upwards,  without  either  leaf  or  branch, 
except  at  the  top,  where  it  fends  forth  circular 
Ihoots,  producing  the  fruit  in  cinders,  on  tough 
ftalks  about  the  lize  of  a  linger.  It  is  larger 
I  and  rounder  than  a  nutmeg.  When  green,  it  is 
cut  into  quarters,  and  wrapped  up  in  arkca  leaf, 
and  both  chewed  together.  Its  tafte  is  not  very 
agreeable.  It  tinges  the  lips  red,  and  the  teeth 
[black. 

The  durian  grows  on  a  tree  refembling  the  ap- 
[pie :  it  as  large  as  a  pompion  j  and  when  ripe, 
opens  and  emits  a  flavour  like  onions.  If  not 
[eaten  frefh,  it  becomes  intolerably  rank. 

To  refume  the  narrative.  While  the  bu6ca- 
leers  lay  in  the  bay,  they  received  intelligence 
[that  Capfciin  Swan,  and  his  adherents,  flill  re- 
pained  at  Mindanao,  and  had  acquired  great 
^lory  in  the  wars  of  Rajah  Laut.  The  courage 
)f  Swan  Had  been  frequently  difputed  by  thofe 
^vho  had  deferted  him:  but  hir.  reputation  here 
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feems  to  eftablifh  it  beyond  a  doubt.  It  appears 
that  he  reiided  a  long  time  at  Mindanao,  and, 
indeed,  was  forbid  leaving  the  country.  Some 
of  his  party  died  there  :  a  few  obtained  a  cir« 
cuuous  paflage  to  Europe. 

A  native  prince  having  promifed  Read  a  hand- 
fome  gratuity  to  convey  him  to  his  own  illand, 
induced  the  commander  to  wait  for  three  days; 
<iuri*:g  which  fpace,  Dampier,  who  did  notap. 
prove  of  the  former  dereli6tion  of  Swan,  founded 
his  companions  about  his  reftoration.  His  firil 
trial  gave  him  hopes  of  fuccefsj  however,  one 
who  had  been  confulted,  betrayed  the  fecret  be- 
fore it  was  ripe  for  being  generally  divulged ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  Read  weighed  anchor  im»| 
mediately,  to  frullrate  the  proje^ed  fcheme. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  they  came  to  St. 
Ubes,  in  latitudes  deg.  north.  Here  they  founcla| 
kind  of  creeping  plant,  the  leaves  of  which,  being 
pounded  and  mixed  with  lard,  proved  a  cure  for 
ulcers.  The  crew  being  apprized  of  its  virtues, 
colledted  a  confiderable  quantity  of  it  j  and  found 
it  afterwards  to  anfvver  their  utmoft  expedations. 

Setting  fail  to  the  fouthward,  they  met  with  a 
violent   tornado,    and   faw  a   water-fpout,  the 
danger  of  which  they  efcaped.     On  the  4th  of | 
December,   they   reached    the   Ifle   of  Bouton, 
where  they  obtained  permiffion  of  the  fovereignl 
to  purchafe  fome  turtle,  that  proved  very  fervice* 
able.  On  attempting  to  weigh  from  thence,  therl 
iolt  their  anchor,  and  were  obliged  to  proceeii 
Avilhout  it. 

In  their  courfe  towards  Timor,  theypaffedsl 
number  of  iflands,  the  laft  of  which  was  OmbaJ 
from  whence  they  fteered  fouthward,  with  anl 
intention  of  touching  at  New  Holland,    Tbcjl 
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fell  in  with  this  coaft  on  the  4th  of  January 

1689  'j  but  were  uncertain,  whether  it  was  illand 

or  continent.     It  was  the  weftern  tide  on  which 

they  touched,  and  the  defcription  Dampier  gives, 

differs  in  many  refpe6ts  from  that  of  Captain 

Cook,  who  vifited  the  eaftern  ihores  of  tlie  fame 

illand.    The  foil,  our  author  informs  us,  is  dry 

jand  fandy,    and    deftitute    of   running  water. 

I  There  are  various  kinds  of  trees  j  but  they  ara 

neither  large  nor  thickly  placed.    The  greateft 

part  of  them  were  dragon  trees,  w^ich  produce 

gum  tragacanth.     They  found   no  fruit  trees. 

They  obfcrved  only  one  quadruped,  about  the  fize 

[of  a  mafliff  dog.     They  faw  few  land  or  fea 

birds,  and  none  large ;  and  marine  animals  were 

[by  no  means  plentiful,  if  we  except  the  turtle 

land  manatee. 

The  inhabitants  appeared  the  mofl  miferable 
jeople  on  earth.  Without  habitations,  without 
.■lothing,withoutanyof  the  conveniences  that  rea- 
ler  life  agreeable,  they  differed  only  from  brutes 
Jn  their  forms.  They  were  tail,  ftraight,  and  thin. 
Their  limbs  were  fmall,  their  heads  large,  their 
|foreheads  round,  and  their  eye-lids  were  always 
ialf  clofed.  Their  nofes  were  large  and  ill  form- 
ed J  their  lips  full,  and  their  mouths  wide.  All 
jf.them  wanted  two  foreteeth  in  the  upper  jaw  $ 
but  whether  this  deficiency  arofe  from  nature  or 
|rt  was  not  afcertained.  They  were  long  vifag- 
;  had  no  beards ;  and,  in  fine,  had  not  one  at- 
radive  feature.  Their  complexions  were  black, 
id  their  hair  curled  like  that  of  the  negroes. 
Thefe  people,  we  are  told,  live  in  companies 
'  twenty  or  thirty,  men,  women,  and  children 
getber ;  fubfifting  chiefly  on  fea  and  fhell  filh, 
[hey  liad  no  fiihing  infiruments^  but  caught 
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their  prey  by  placing  wiers  acrofs  little  inlets  of 
the  fea,  and  trufted  to  the  tide  to  bring  them  a 
precarious  fupply,  which  it  left  within  their 
reach.  They  therefore  watched  the  flux  of  the 
fea  with  a  fedulous  attention,  as  its  bounty  was 
their  only  dependence ;  for  the  earth  produced 
neither  herb,  root,  pulfe,  nor  any  kind  of  grain. 

Thefe  poor  creatures  have  a  fort  of  weapons, 
coniifting  of  a  piece  of  wood,  Ihaped  fomcwhat 
like  a  cutlafs,  and  a  long  ftraight  pole,  fharpened 
at  the  en4  by  fire.  With  thefe  humble  inftru- 
ments  of  offence,  they  made  a  fliew  of  reliltancej 
but  a  fmgle  gun  being  tired^  drove  them  in  a  pa- 
nic from  the  ihore. 

Dampier  informs  us,  that  uninviting  as  the  ap. 
pearancc  of  the  natives  was,  the  crew  brought  I 
fome  of  them  to  a  kind  of  familiarity,  by  giving 
them  n>eat.  This  they  eagerly  devoured  j  but 
loft  in  ftupid  apathy,  they  paid  no  regard  to  the 
ihip,  nor  feemed  to  exprelS' that  wonder  which 
might  have  been  naturally  expected  from  the  I 
difplay  of  io  many  novelties. 

Here  Dampier  endeavoured  to  peffuade  the  I 
men  to  proceed  to  fome  Engliib  fa6tory;  but 
Read,  who  appears  to  have  been  fond  of  his  un- 
comfortable and  inglorious  power,   threatened! 
him  with  being  turned  on  lliore,  if  he  again  fug- 
gelled  fuch  a  Icheme. 

This  coaft  furnillilng  no  incentive  to  avarice,! 
nor  even  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  they  left  it  on| 
the  12th  of  March,  intending  for  the  Ifle  of  Co- 
coas 3  but  the  Wind  proving  unpropitious  for  theirj 
defign,  they  ftood  for  the  iflands  to  the  weft  of  M 
matra.  After  touching  at  an  iiland  undillinJ 
^uilhcd  by  any  narac;  wher«  they  found  fome  re 
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freflintientsj  they  arrived  at  Trift'e,  on  the  17th 
of  April,  and  lupplied  themfelves  with  turtle. 

As  they  were  cruiling  in  thefe  latitudes,  thej 
chafed  and  took  a  proa  of  Achen,  laden  with  co- 
coa-nuts and  cocoa-nut  oil,  with  four  men  on 
board,  whom  they  detained  as  prifoners.  They 
next  touched  at  one  of  the  Nicobdr  Iflands,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  maintained  their  indepen- 
dence, trading  indifcrirainately  with  any  nation. 
Ambergris  and  fruit  were  their  principal  pro- 
ductions; the  former  of  which  they  artfully 
adulterate,  to  increafe  their  gains. 

Here  Dampier,  who  had  long  been  difTatisfied 

jwith  this  mode  of  life,  found  means  to  put  his 

j  long-meditated  plan  in  execution,  of  leaving  his 

piratical  affociates.     Indeed,  a  man  of  the  leaft 

principle  or  fentiment,  muft  have  felt  a  conftant 

reludance  to  manners  ib  brutal,  and  to  pra6tices 

jfo  difgraceful.     Their  defertion   of  their  com- 

Imander  reflected  fhame  on  their  condu6t,  which 

[was  contrary  to  thofe  principles,  that  bind  even 

[the villains  of  fociety  together.  True,  indeed.  Swan 

lid  not  a6t  prudently,  in  leaving  them  fo  long  to 

themfelves  to  cabal  and  plot  mifchief :  he  might 

lot  be  a  very  amiable  officer ;  but  on  no  pretext 

'ere  his  crew  juftified  for  their  cruel  and  daf- 
iardly  defertion  of  a  man  to  whom  they  owed 
jfome  duty,  and  who  was  rather  unfortvmate  than 
criminal  in  his  connexion  with  them.  Dampier 
[aw  and  felt  this  j  but  refle6ting  on  his  own  fitu- 
kion  and  the  difpofition  of  his  companions,  he 
included  that  it  would  be  no  ealy  matter  to. 
ifcape  from  their  fociety.      However,  knowing 

lat  he  was  not  very  acceptable  tp  Read,  whofe 
[ondu6t  he  frequently  cenfured,  and  thwarted  his 

iewsj  he  refolved  to  requeft  being  fet  on  ihore 
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at  this  ifland,  as  foon  as  the  Ihip  was  ready  to  fail, 
Read  confented,  rather  out  of  averiion  than  fa- 
vour ;  and  our  adventurer  having  quickly  colleft^ 
ed  all  his  little  property,  perfuaded  fome  of  th& 
crew  to  row  him  to  land. 

But  independent  of  the  anxious  defire  Dam- 
pier  felt  to  abandon  fuch  a  company,  views  of  in-v 
tereft  were  blended  with  his  prefent  refolution. 
He  found  ambergris  was  plentiful  at  Nicobar; 
and  by  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  natives 
and  conforming  to  their  modes  of  life,  he  hop- 
ed  to  be  able  to  eftabliih  a  lucrative  tratfic  in 
this  commodity,  and  in  confequence  to  make  his 
fortune.  Being  landed  in  a  fandy  bay,  he  began 
to  congratulate  himfelf  on  being  fairly  efcaped 
from  his  difagreeable  aflbeiatesj  but  judge  his 
furprize,  when  Teat  arrived  foon  after  with  an 
armed  force  to  fetch  him  back. 

Dampier  was  obliged  to  yield  to  circumftancesj 
and  being  again  brought  on  board,  he  found 
them  all  in  confulion.     Several  others  infilled  on 
being  fet  on  Ihore  j  among  the  reft  was  the  fur- 
geon,  who  leaping  into  the  boat  with  a  loaded 
gun  in  his  hand,  threatened  to  difpatch  the  lirll| 
perfon  that  fliould  attempt  to  prevent  his  pur* 
pofe.     But  the  value  of  this  gentleman's  fervicesl 
was  too  well  known,  to  allow  them  to  part  witli 
him  on  fuch  eafy  terms,  One  more  refolute  than 
the  reft,  at  the  rilk  of  his  life,  wrefted  the  gun| 
from  him  j    and  the  furgeon  was  obliged  to  tub- 
mit. 

However,  after  this  tumult fubfidcd.  Read  conl 
fented  again  to  Dampier's  releafe,  together  withl 
two  companions.  Four  prifoners,  taken  out  ofl 
the  Indian  proa,  were  likewife  permitted  to  fol-f 
JpW  the  fortunes  of  the  three  forfakeu  EnglilliJ 
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Accordingly  thel'e  perfons  having  aflbciatcd  for 
mutual  defence,  determined  to  row  to  Sumatra, 
at  the  diftance  of  forty  leagues,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  they  purchafed  a  canoe  of  the  natives,  for  a 
hatchet  j  and  having  taken  a  fufficient  ftock  of 
provilions  on  board,  they  embarked  on  this  ha* 
zardous  enterprife  on  the  10th  of  May,  1689* 

Scarcely  had  they  launched  into  the  deep  be- 
fore the  canoe  overfet.  However,  being  in  the 
vicinity  of  land,  they  efcaped  in  fafety  by  fvvim- 
ming.  The  chefts  and  fire-arms  were  recovered  } 
and  the  powder  being  fealed  up,  was  p refer ved 
from  the  wet  j  but  the  books  and  papers  were 
confiderably  damaged. 

While  the  Englifli  were  employed  in  drying 
and  preferving  the  articles  which  had  been  injur* 
ed  by  the  falt-water,  their  Indian  companions 
were  active  in  equipping  the  boat  in  a  ftyle  bet* 
ter  adapted  for  their  undertaking.  They  provid- 
ed a  ftout  mall  and  fail  j  and  to  preclude  the  pof" 
iibility  of  the  velTel  being  again  overfet,  they 
furniihed  her  with  outleaguers,  a  kind  of  beams 
or  poles  placed  acrofs  the  body  of  the  canoe, 
which  proje6t  a  yard  or  two  over  the  fides,  and 
are  united  at  the  extremities  by  tranfverfe  boards 
joined  to  the  end,  which,  while,  they  remain  firm, 
the  boat  can  neither  fink  nor  overfet. 

Having  now  fitted  out  their  wherry  in  the 
mod  complete  manner  that  circumftances  would 
allow  tljem ;  they  next  thought  of  recruiting 
their  ftock  of  provifions.  In  order  to  accomplifii 
this  no  lefs  neceffary  purpofe,  they  were  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  a  different  part  of  the  iiland. 
Here  fome  difputes  arofe  froni  the  impolitic  con- 
dud  of  the  Englifli  towards  the  natives,  which 
Dampier,  by  his  prudent  management,  found 
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means  to  accommodate  j  and  having  put  the  na- 
tives into  good  humour,  they  readily  parted  with 
a  fhare  of  their  fupplies. 

On  this  occnfion  Dampier  has  obferved,  that 
there  is  no  people  on  earth  fo  uncivilized,  that  he 
ihould  be  afraid  to  face  them,  unarmed  and  alone, 
if  no  previous  injury  had  been  done  them.  An 
European,  fays  he,  has  it  always  in  his  power  to 
Jnlinuate  himfelf  into  the  favour  of  the  molt  la- 
vage people,  by  fome  minute  attentions  aiid  Ilu- 
died  forms/  which  habit  has  rendered  familiar  to 
him.  Even  a  difplay  of  the  fimple  method  of 
lighting  a  match  with  a  flint  and  fteel,  is  i\\{^. 
cient  to  captivate  the  good  will  of  a  barbarian. 
The  chief  danger  is  from  the  firft  onfet  j  if  that 
can  be  avoided,  the  moft  ferocious  favage  may 
be  brought  to  a  mild  and  tra6table  behaviour  by 
a  flight  addrefs. 

To  the  general  truth  of  Dampier's  obrervations 
we  willingly  fubfqribe ;  but  as  there  is  no  rule 
without  an  exception,  candour  obliges  us  to  con- 
fefs,  that  there  appears  to  be  fome  nations  of  fiicli 
a  ferocious  difpofjtion,  that  neither  force  nor  leni- 
ty can  fubdue  them.  Belides,  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  fome  people,  the  very  attempt  of  a  ftranger 
to  land  on  the  coaft  will  be  conflrued  into  an  in- 
jury, which  they  may  deem  it  allowable  to  refent. 
Different  nations  have  very  different  fententi- 
ments  iii  regard  to  the  conduct  due  to  intruders, 
from  whatever  caufe  or  motive.  The  laws  of 
hofpitality  are  religioufly  obferved  among  fome 
unpoliilied  people  j  among  others,  every  ilranger 
is  confidered  as  an  enemy. 

However,  Dampier  fucceeded  fo  far  at  Nico* 
bar,  as  to  obtain  from  the  natives,  all  that  the 
natives  were  capable  of  fupplying ,  and  this  bu 
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finrfs  being  accompliflicd,  the  party  committed 
themrdves  to  the  mercy  of  the  watery  element. 

At  their  firft  letting  out,  the  wind  was  favour- 
able and  the  weather  warm.  They  proceeded, 
rowing  and  failing  alternately  j  yet  after  two 
days  ftrenuous  exertion,  they  found  themfelves 
only  four  leagues  from  Nicobar.  On  this  they 
changed  their  courfe  j  but  a  contrary  current 
oppoling  them,  they  found  that  they  had  made 
but  little  way  on  the  third  day. 

Having  thus  loft  the  improvement  of  the  fair 
weather,  which  attended  the  commencement  of 
their  voyage,  by  fimilar  incidents,  on  the  fourth  day 
I  they  were  threatened  with  an  approaching  ftorm. 
The  wind  rofe,  the  Iky  became  overcaft,  and  a 
halo  round  the  fun,  gave  indications  of  danger. 
Confulting  what  was  beft  to  be  done  on  this 
emergency,  they  rcfolved  to  furl  the  fails,  and  to 
give  up  the  helm  to  the  wind.  Thefe  prepara- 
Itioiis  being  made,  they  waited  the  impending 
|llorm  with  anxious  apprehenlions. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  their  fears  were  rea- 
lized ;  the  gale  came  on,  and  gradually  increafed. 

he  fea  ran  mountains  high,  and  breaking  over 
[he  canoe,  every  moment  menaced  to  overwhelm 
lerin  the  deep.  But  the  outleaguers,  already 
Jefcribed,  were  of  the  moft  effential  fervice  ;  and 
ic  general  ftruAure  of  the  vellei  increafed  her 
ecurity.  The  feas  that  broke  over  her,  were  fo 
[ivided,  that  inftead  of  defcending  with  a  weight 
ifficient  to  fever  her  frame,  they  only  fell  in 
howers,  and  were  baled  out  by  the  inceflant  ap- 
lication  of  the  Indians. 

Dampier  and  a  friend  of  the  name  of  Hall, 
)th  Ikilful  mariners,  were  attentive  to  every  cir~ 

iiftance  tliat  cpuld  diminifh  the  danger,  (^r  aid 
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their  prefervation.  Yet  when  we  confider  the 
lituation  of  thefe  adventurers,  toiled  by  a  tenipfeft 
in  a  veffel  of  fuch  a  crazy  fabric,  fancy  cannot 
form  a  pi(Sure  of  more  imminent  diftrefs.  Had 
their  outleagucrs  failed,  the  canoe  coiild  not  have 
lived  a  moment. 

Dreadful  as  the  day  was,  the  evening  approach" 
ed  with  aggravated  horrors.  Darknefs,  by  Ibme 
phyfical  operation  on  our  minds,  always  giTesa 
deeper  imprellion  to  the  fenfe  of  danger.  Dam- 
pier,  with  all  his  fortitude,  feems  to  have  been 
confounded  at  the  fcene  before  his  eyes.  All 
the  numerous  perils  he  had  paffed  through  affed. 
ed  him  lefs  than  the  prefent ;  but  let  him  defcribe 
his  fenfations  in  his  own  manner. 

The  iky,  fays  he,  looked  very  black,  being 
wrapped  in  fable  clouds,  the  wind  blew  hard, 
and  the  fea  was  lathed  into  foam  around  us.    A 
dark  night  was  coming  on,  and  no  land  to  flielter 
us,  and  our  little  bark  in  danger  of  being  iVal* 
lowed  up  by  every  wave.      What  gave  a  deeper 
tinge  to  our  diftrefs  was  the  rcfledion,  that  none 
of  us  were  prepared  to  enter  on  another  ftateof| 
exiftence  with  the  confidence  of  hope.    I  hadi 
encountered  many  imminent  dangers  before  this; 
but,  compared  with  the  prefent,  the  worft  of| 
them  was  only  a  play-game.    I  muft  confefs  that! 
was  in  great  perturbation  of  mind :   other  dif- 
trefles  came  out  upon  me  with  fuch  a  dreadful  I 
folemnity.  A  fudden  Ikirmifh  or  engagement  was| 
nothing,  when  the  blood  was  warm  and  invigo- 
rated the  heart  by  the  glow  of  evpe6^tion  ;  but| 
here  I  had  a  lingering  view  of  impending  fate, 
with  little  or  no  hopes  of  ayoiding  it.  !My  courage,! 
which  had  hitherto  kept  me  up,  now  failed  me; 
and  I  made  very  fad  reflexions  pn  my  former  life, 
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and  looked  back  with  horror  and  deteftation 
on  aftions  which  before  I  could  not  relifh,  but  at 
the  remembrance  of  which  I  now  trembled.  P 
had  long  repented  of  my  roving  life  j  but  never 
with  fuch  lincere  contrition  before. 

In  this  temper  of  mind,  we  fubmitted  ourfelves 
to  God's  good  providence,  taking  all  prudent  fteps 
for  our  prefervatipn.     Mr,  Hall  and  I  fteered  by 
turns,  while  the  reft  baled  out  the  water,  About- 
ten  at  night,  it  began  to  thunder,  lighten,  and' 
rain ;  but  the  rain  was  very  acceptable,  as  it  ferv- 
ed  to  refrefti  us.    The  wind  at  firft  blew  harder 
tlian  before ;  but  within  half  an  hour,  it  became 
more  moderate ;  and  the  fea  abated  of 'its  fury. 
Examining  our  compafs  by  the  help  of  a  lighted 
I  match,  to  fee  how  we  fteered,  we  found  that  we 
I  had  varied  little  from  our  courfe  5    and  now  at- 
tempted to  bear , up  to  the  true  point  to  which 
our  views  were  dire6led.      About  two  in  the 
morning,  we  had  another  guft  of  wind,  with 
[thunder,  lightning,  and  rain,  which  a^ain  oblig- 
ed us  to  give  up  the  helm  to  the  elements.    We 
[were  now  perfedly  drenched  in  rain  ;  and  never 
did  poor  mariners,  on  a  lee  iliore,  more  anxioully 
look  for  the  dawning  light  than  we.    At  length 
da/  appeared  j  but  with  fiich  heavy,  fable  clouds 
near  the  horizon,  as  gave  an  imprellive  gloom  to 
[the  firft  glimpfe  of  light, 

.Continuing  our  courfe  before  the  wind  till  the 
Ifollowing  morning,  one  of  our  Indian  comrades 
then  cried  out  Puloway,  We  thinking  the  fel- 
llow  had  faid  Pull  away,  were  at  a  lofs  to  conceive 
Iiis  meaning;  but  prefently  obferving  his  mo- 
[tions,  we  found  he  point-ed  to  his  companions  to 
liliew  them  land.  This  was  a  tranfporting  light. 
jTlie  wind  was  weftj  and  the  iuad  boit;  fouth  j  ne- 
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verthdcfs  we  bore  up  for  it  with  all  our  might) 
and  next  day  we  ran  up  PalTage  Jonca,  in  the  Ifle 
of  Sumatra,  where  all  fell  ill  of  fevers,  of  which 
fpme  died ;  and  I,  who  furvived,  was  a  whole 
year  before  I  recovered  my  ftrength, 

Thus  Dampier  defcribes  his  feelings  and  toils, 
during  the  ftorm  he  tncountered  in  his  paflage  to 
Sumatra.  Haying  reached  the  fhore,  they  were 
kindly  entertained  by  the  natives  j  as  their  Indi- 
an affociates  had  reprefented  the  whole  party  as 
fellow  prifoners  on  board  the  piratical  veffels,  and 
that  they  were  fet  on  fliore  together.  The  latter 
circumftance  being  true,  gave  a  verifimilitude  to 
the  firft. 

Here  Dampier  and  Hall  were  much  importune 
cd  by  the  natives  to  take  up  their  relidence,  in 
order  to  improve  them  in  the  art  of  building  and 
navigating  veifTels;  but  it  may  be  readily  con- 
ccived  that  Sumatra  was  not  their  delired  land  of 
reft.  On  the  contrary,  as  there  was  an  Engliili 
faftory  at  Achen,  they  made  it  their  choice  to  be 
conveyed  thither  j  apd  arrived  in  three  days  af- 
ter their  embarkation.  At  this  place  the  Eng- 
lifhmen  were  kindly  received  and  well  entertain- 
ed 5  but  Dampier's  ill  ftate  of  health  continuing, 
he  had  recourfe  to  a  Malayan  profeflbr  of  phyfic, 
who  gave  him  a  violent  draftic  medicine,  of 
fuch  rough  operation  as  had  well  nigh  finifhed 
the  patient.  Defperate,  however,  as  the  remedy 
feemed  to  be,  it  had  a  beneficial  effect :  our  ad- 
venturer feems  to  have  been  blefled  with  the  fta- 
mina  of  a  found  conftitution  -,  he  bore  the  opera- 
tion of  the  medicine,  and  daily  afterwards  reco- 
vered ftrength. 

The  Indians  who  accompanied  Dampier  be- 
longed to  this  very  place  i  and  on  being  reftored 
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to  their  families  and  country,  it  may  well  be  fup- 
pofed  their  felicitation  was  extreme. 

As  foon  as  Pampier's  health  began  to  menti, 
he  undertook  to  fail  to  Nicobar  with  a  Captain 
Bowry,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  had  an  inci- 
dentat  correfpondence.     Accordingly  they  cm- 
barked,  and  failed  from  the  Road  of  Achcn,j3n 
Ithe  beginning  of  June  l6gO',  but  a  dorm  oblig- 
led  them  to  return.     Meanwhile  Captain  Weldon 
larriving,  Dampier  was  induced  to  undertake  a 
voyage  with  him  to  Tonquin.      This  being  a 
commercial  voyage,  the  details  are  not  very  inte- 
refting.     They  left  the  river  of  Tonquin  on  the 
lonth  of  February  1691,  and  after  a  iliort  ftay 
at  Malacca,  made  for  Achen. 

Dampier  defcribes  this  kingdom  as  the  moft 
populous  of  all  the  petty  ftates  in  Sumatra.  In 
3is  time  the  '  ipital  contained  eight  thoufand 
bufes.  The  *  'u-^bitants  are  Mahometans  of 
lalayan  extr  .  .01.  The  fccptre  was  then 
iwayed  by  a  queen ;  and  though,  in  the  early 
poyages  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  we  read  of  the  Kings 
bf  Achen,  our  author  is  pofitive,  that  for  many 
prs  a  female  was  always  promoted  to  the  throne. 
le  fays,  (lie  muft  be  of  the  royal  line  and  a 
laid }  that  Ihe  is  in  a  manner  confined  to  her  own 
[alace^  and  that  the  principal  direction  of  affairs 

trailed  to  twelve  orankays,  or  great  men  of  the 
lingdom. 

From  Achen,  Dampier  fet  fail  under  the  coni" 
land  of  Captain  Minchin,  who  had  purchafed  a 
sflel  there.  They  made  a  trading  voyage  to 
lalaccaj  but  no  particulars  have  tranfpired 
hrthy  of  being  tranfmitted  to  pofterity.  They 
[ere  profperous  in  their  undertaking,  and  re- 
linied  with  a  valuable  cargo.    In  the  courfe  of 

their 
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their  voyage,  they  touched  at  a  Dutch  illand 
named  Dinding,  lying  near  the  continent.  They 
found  it  inhabited  only  by  Dutchmen,  who  had  a 
J)retty  flrong  fort  for  their  defence,  and  a  garrJ 
ion  of  thirty  foldiers.  Here  the  governor  Ihew-I 
cd  great  civility  to  the  Englilh,  and  invited  theml 
to  fupperj  in  the  midft  of  which  tliey  werel 
alarmed  with  a  falfe  rumour  of  a  number  of  MaJ 
layans  from  the  continent. 

Some  months  elapfed  in  which  we  find  nothingl 
to  record  in  Pampier's  life.  During  his  ftay  atl 
Fort  St.  George,  a  veflel  laden  with  clovc-barkj 
from  Mindanao,  arrived  there,  having  on  board  J 
Mr.  Moody,  in  quality  of  fupercargo. 

We  have  previoufly  mentioned,  that  a  nativel 
J)ripce  had  folicited  Read  to   carry  him  from) 
,Mendanao  to  his  own  country.     He  belonged  tof 
Meangis.      This  prince  and  his  mother,  having 
teen  driven  off  the  coaft  in  a  tempeft,  had  beenl 
feized  at  fea  by  fome  Mendanaoefe  fifliermen,  who[ 
fold  them  for  flaves.     Moody  being  at  that  tinie| 
jon  the  ifland,  his  attention  was  attra6ted  by  th 
icuripus  manner  in  which  this  unfortunate  per-] 
fonage  was  painted;  and  confidering  him  as i 
curiofity,  purchafed  him  with  an  intention 
(Carrying  him  to  England.     But  the  governor  o| 
Fort  St.  George  offering    this   gentleman  m 
place  of  chief  of  Indrapore,  he  endeavoured  tj 
engage  Dampier  to  accompany  him,  in  capacitJ 
of  gunner;    and  to  encourage  him  to  compl| 
with  his  wiihes,  promifed  to  procure  and  fit  ou 
Z  veffel  to  tranfport  the  prince  and  his  mother tii| 
their  native  country,  of  which  Dampier  was  I 
have  the  command,  and  authority  to  eftabhilii 
trade  at  Meangis.     This  offer  and  its  confequeiij 
advantages  appeared  top  plaulible  to  be  jrejededj 
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Ld  accordingly  our  adventurer  embarked  in  thp 
llchetne,  and  proceeded  for  the  new  fettlement.  . 
They  had  fair  and  pleafant  weather,  till  they 
Lrrived  on  the  weftern  fide  of  Sumatra,  when  a 
Iflorm  arifing,  drove  them  into  the  harbour  of 
kncouli.  Here  they  were  hofpitably  entertained ; 
jnd  Dampier,  being  folicited  to  undertake  the  of* 
5ce  of  gunner  of  the  fort,  obtained  his  patron'g 
permiflion  to  clofe  with  the  propofal,  who  began 
to  hefitate  if  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  fulfij. 
iis  original  promife  of  equipping  him,  to  con- 
fey  the  prince  to  his  own  country.  Moody  alfo 
sfligned  him  a  half  fhare'  in  the  two  flaves  who 
Remained  in  his  cuftody  at  Bencouli,  while  tlie 
pbief  repaired  to  his  llation  at  Indrapore. 

For  a  Ihort  time  Dampier  difcharged  his  func- 
tion liere  to  the  fatisfadion  of  his  employer  j  but 
foon  growing  weary  of  his  ftation,  probably  from 
defire  of  vifiting  his  native  land,  he  folicited 
^nd  obtained  permiflion  to  refign  }  but  at  prefent 
lere  was  no  Ihip  to  be  obtained  in  which  he 
[ould  engage  a  paflage  home.  However,  iu 
lourfe  of  time,  the  Defence,  Gnptain  Heath, 
bound  for  England,  arrived  j  and  Dampier  was 
(ager  to  embrace  the  opportunity  which  now 
kel'ented  itfelf  to  his  wilhes.  But  he  had  the 
|iortilication  to  find,  that  inftead  of  free  liberty 
embark,  a  peremptory  refufal  was  put  on  his 
caving  the  place. 

This  lliip,  it  appears,  had  touched  at  Indra- 
3re,  and  Goddard,  the  chief  mate,  had  obtained, 
rom  the  chief  of  that  fettlement,  the  moiety  of 
ie  two  flaves  in  Dampier's  poffeffion.  Being 
low  partners,  in  this  lingular  property,  the  m^tp 
[fed  all  his  intcreft  to  procure  the  rcleafe  uf 
lampier  from  his  engagements,  but  in  vain. 

The 
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The  prince,  however,  now  reduced  to  theiitu- 
ation  of  a  common  llave,  was  put  on  board  the 
Defence  by  mutual  agreement.  He  was  butjuit 
recovered  from  an  inle6lious  diforder,  of  which 
his  mother  had  died;  and  to  his  honour  belt 
known,  on  this  melancholy  occaiion^  he  evinced | 
i\ich  filial  affe6tion,  as  would  be  reckoned  ex- 
Iraordinary  among  the  moil  humanized  nations. 

This  Indian,  who  was  named  Jealy,  Dampierl 
confoled  on  the  lofs  of  his  parent  by  every  footli- 
ing  argument  and  attention  5  but  the  impreffion 
grief  had  made  on  him  was  io  deep,  that  it  was 
feared  he  would  not  long  furvive  her.  A  grave 
was  therefore  immediately  dug  to  bury  the  bodvJ 
which  was  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  line  new  cali- 
€0j  bat  the  fon  could  not  be  fatisficd  till  iliel 
was  dreffed  out  in  a  funeral  llyle,  more  befittiiigl 
her  former  rank.  Her  laft  obfequies  were  pcr-l 
formed  with  much  folemnity ;  and  the  prince  longl 
continued  to  difplay  a  fenlibility,  which  migjitl 
have  melted  the  mott  obdurate  into  pity  for  tiis| 
fate. 

The  Governor  of  Bencouli  remaining  inflex-l 
ible.  Captain  Heath  entered  into  a  private  agree-l 
ment  to  receive  Dampier  on  board,  in  cafe  licl 
could  make  his  efcape.  Having  no  other  chancel 
of  reviliting  his  rative  land,  he  fet  every  enginel 
to  work,  to  prepare  for  an  elopement ;  trultiDgl 
implicitly  to  Heath's  honour j  and  his  depeiidf 
ence  wms  not  mifplaced. 

All  things  being  ready  and  the  ihip  about tol 
weigh,  private  notice  was  given  to  Dampier,  tliall 
now  was  the  time  to  make  a  final  attempt,  if 
ter  various  eflays,  he  watched  the  hour  of  repofeJ 
and  creeping  through  one  of  the  port  holes  of  tlifl 
fort,  efcapcd  to  the  ihip's  boat  3  and  to  his  ineij 
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preffible  joy,  immediately  failed,  on  the  25th  of 
January  Ib'Ql". 

For  fome  time  the  winds  and  weather  were  fa- 
vourable ;  and  they  had  the  pleafing  prolpeft  of 
a  fuccefsful  voyage.  But  they  had  not  been  long 
at  fea  before  a  lingular  diftemper  broke  out, 
which  univerfally  affefted  the  crew  in  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree.  In  a  ihort  time  there  were  fcarce- 
ly  hands  enough  to  manage  the  fhip,  when  cir- 
cuniftances  required  their  utmoft  exertion.  ^ 

Dampier  alligns  the  original  badnefs  of  their 
water  as  one  caufe  of  this  malady.  Aq  alfo  par- 
ticularizes another  collateral  caufe,  which  was 
its  being  flowed  among  the  pepper  in  the  hold, 
which  rendered  it  fo  hot,  that  a  man  could 
fcarcdy  bear  to  hold  a  bottle,  filled  with  it,  in  his 
[hand.  While  the  crew  were  in  a  very  melancho- 
ly condition,  the  humanity  and  good  fenfe  of  the 
captain  fuggefted  a  pleafant  relief.  He  had 
brought  with  him  from  India  feveral  jars  of  ta- 
marinds, and  by  a  feafonable  diflribution  of  this 
|cooling  ifruit,  greatly  affifted  the  mofl  afflidted. 

The  wind,  however,  continuing  foul,  and  the 
Ipaflage  already  protra6ted,  being  likely  to  be  ftill 

lore  tedious.  Captain  Heath,  calling  all  his  men 
together,  defired  their  individual  opinions  relative 
to  their  future  proceedings  in  this  exigency.  The 
refult  was,  that  they  fhould  perfevere  in  their  at- 
tempts to  proceed  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

But  now  another  difficulty  arofe  from  the 
idoptlon  of  this  refolution.  To  put  it  in  force, 
\t  was  neceflfary  for  thofe  who  were  in  health,  to 
ife  extraordinary  exertions,  in  order  to  fupply 
|he  place  of  the  irppotent  fick.  Here  the  cap- 
|ain  s  policy  fhone  as  confpicuous  as  his  humani- 

had  done  before.    He  promifed  a  month's  ex- 
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tra  pay  to  every  one  who  would  engage  to  afi 
on  all- occafions,  when  required,  whether  it  was 
his  watch  or  not.  The  propofal  was  at  fir  ft  em- 
braced by  the  officers,  and  then  by  all  the  men 
capable  of  performing  duty. 

This  wife  expedient  had  the  defired  effed: 
and  in  a  fhort  time  the  wind  fpringing  up  fair, 
which  being  improved  to  the  beft  advantage,  by 
the  inceffant  labour  of  thofe  new-inlifted  men, 
they  were  quickly  wafted  to  the  Cape.  Here,  by  the 
afliftance  of  one  hundred  Dutch  I'ailors,  the  lliip 
was  fafely  brought  to  anchor  3  and  the  fick  being 
landed,  in  a  few  weeks  they  became  convalefcent, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  who  died. 

After  continuing  fix  weeks  at  the  Cape,  they 
took  their  departure,  in  company  with  the  James 
and  Mary  and  the  Jofeph  Eaft  Indiamen,  ihap- 
ing  their  courfe  towards  St.  Helena ;  but  foon 
fifter  doubling  the  Cape,  they  were  incommoded 
by  a  fwelling  fea.  They  arrived,  however,  at  St, 
IIelena>  without  any  accident,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  and  after  a  fhort  flay,  proceeded  for  Eng. 
land  5  and  after  a  very  profperous  voyage,  arriv- 
ed in  the  Downs  on  the  l6th  of  September,  1691, 

Thus,  after  an,  abfence  of  feveral  years,  and 
imdergoing  as  many  viciffitudes  of  fortune  ai 
could  be  well  crowded  into  the  fpace,  Dampier 
returned  in  fafety  to  his  country.  Bpt  this  blelT- 
ing  was  denied  the  Prince  of  Meangis.  This  un* 
fortunate  Indian,  falling  exclufively  into  the 
hands  of  Dampier,  and  he  being  in  want  of  mo* 
ney,  foon  after  his  arrival,  fold  him  to  fome  peo* 
pie  who  carried  him  about  the  kingdom  for  a 
iliow.  To  enhance  the  value  of  the  curiofuyi 
they  exhibited,  a  number  of  ridiculous  ihm\ 
were  fabricated  and  reported  concerning  him, 
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which  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  contradi6t. 
Among  other  fictions,  they  gave  out  that  the 
paint  with  which  he  was  adorned,  was  a  fecurity 
againll  the  fting  of  venomous  creatures  j  and  that 
one  of  his  lifters,  of  exquilite  beauty,  was  fulta- 
uel's  of  Mindanao. 

With  regard  to  the  colouring  of  this  prince,  it 
was  curioully  wrought  in  a  great  variety  of  lines, 
floarifties,  chequered  work,  and  different  convo- 
lutions J  keeping  a  very  graceful  proportion,  and 
appearing  very  ingenious  and  artificial  to  the 
moft  enlightened  fpe6tators.  In  fine,  he  was 
ncitlier  naore  nor  lels  than  tatooed,  a  practice 
now  well  known  to  be  general  among  feveral  of 
the  nations  that  people  the  iflands  of  the  Facific 
Ocean. 

After  going  through  all  the  revolutions  inci- 
dent to  this  vagrant  kind  of  life,  w^e  are  told  that 
the  Prince  of  Meangis  fell  fick  of  the  fmall-pox 
at  Oxford,  where  he  gave  up  the  ghofl: ;  and  he 
furnilhes  us  with  one  among  the  myriads  of  in- 
ftances  that  might  be  produced,  of  the  inftability 
of  fortune,  and  of  the  little  confidence  that  ought 
to  be  placed  on  any  external  diftin6tions. 

Dampier,  who  had  hitherto  moved  in  a  fubor- 
dinate  fphere  of  life,  was  fo  much  celebrated  by 
his  voyages  and  adventures,  that  he  was  after- 
wards employed  by  government,  in  the  honoura- 
ble capacity  of  captain  of  a  Ihip,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  making  difcoveries ;  but  though  we 
cannot  deny  him  the  praife  of  a6tivity,  in  this 
[new  line,  he  does  not  feem  to  have  met  with  any 
emarkable  fuccefs. 

The  Roebuck,  of  twelve  guns  and  fifty  men> 
ith  twenty  months  provifions  on  board,  being 
ttedout  for  difcoveries,  Dampier  was  appointed  to 
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the  command  ;  and  left  the  Downs  on  the  I4th 
of  January,  1698,  with  a  favourable  wind.  He 
met  with  nothing  remarkable  in  his  long  voyage 
to  New  Holland,  where  he  arrived  in  fafety  j  but 
added  little  to  the  account  he  had  previoufly 
given  of  this  coaft,  in  his  voyage  round  the 
world.  He  faw  1:0  other  quadruped  here,  than  a 
fpecies  of  racoon  :  we  fuppofe  he  means  the 
kangaroo.  He  alfo  noticed  a  lizard,  which  he 
defcribes  as  having  legs  fo  conftru6led,  that  it 
can  neither  walk  backwar-is  nor  forwards  j  and 
being  without  a  tail,  had  the  appearance  of  pof- 
ferting  two  heads.  Such  futile  remarks  are 
ifcarc'ely  worth  recording ;  but  they  are  the  re- 
marks of  Dampier,  who  it  feems,  on  a  barren  coaft, 
wiflied  to  lay  hold  of  the  moft  barren  fubjedsto 
difplay  his  faculty  for  obfervation. 

Here  Dampier  was  much  diftrefled  for  want 
of  water  3  and  while  he  was  on  Ihore,  digging  a 
Well,  he  was  attacked  by  a  fmall  party  of  the 
niatives.  One  of  his  people  being  furrounded 
and  wounded  with  a  lance,  it  was  thought  pro- 
per to  fire  among  them.  A  gun  being  difcharg- 
ed  over  their  heads,  made  them  ftart,  but  had  not 
the  defired  efFe6t :  however,  the  next  fire  killed 
one  6f  the  favages,  on  which  the  reft  lied  in  con- 
ftemation. 

'  Among  the  favages,  in  this  engagement,  was  I 
one  who  had  the  appearance  of  being  a  chief. 
He  was  neither  fo  tall  nor  comely  as  the  reft; 
but  he  Ihewed  more  a6tivity  and  courage.  He 
had  a  white  circle  painted  round  his  eyes,  and  a 
white  ftreak  down  his  nofe,  from  his  forehead  to  | 
its  tip.  This  feemed  to  be  wore  by  way  of  dif- 
tin6tionj    and  rather  to  make  him  formidable  to| 

his  enemies  tlian  agreeable  to  his  friends. 
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In  this  fecond  vifit  to  New  Holland^  Dampier 
confirms  what  he  had  laid  in  his  iirft>  that  the 
natives  of  this  coaft  are  the  moft  difagreeable 
people  he  ever  faw ;  while  Captain  Cooke  gives 
a  very  different  account  of  them.  Few  fee  with 
impartial  optics  j  and  perfonal  beauty  to  one  may 
appear  deformity  to  another}  but  moral  beauty 
is  every  where  the  fame,  in  every  climate  where 
man  is  known.  Perhaps,  however,  the  difcord- 
ant  opinions  of  thefe  two  celebrated  navigators 
may  be  reconciled,  by  obferving,  that  the  one 
vifited  the  eaftcrn  and  the  other  the  weflerii 
coafts  of  New  Holland ;  and  in  fuch  an  immenfe 
track,  a  great  diiparity  among  the  natives  may 
realbnably  e3?.ift. 

In  September  i6qq,  Dampier  bid  adieu  to  this 
inhofpitable  land,  where  he  could  neither  find 
frelh-water  nor  a  harbour  proper  for  careening 
hislhipj  and  arriving  at  Timor,  on  the  15th  of 
the  lame  month,  met  with  a  friendly  reception 
from  the  Dutch  and  Portuguefe  factories . 

From  thpnce  he  failed  to  New  Guinea,  where, 
j finding  the  land  divided  into  two  parts,  he  gave 
the  appellation  of  New  Britain  to  the  eaftern 
fliore.  On  his  return,  he  touched  again  at  Ti- 
mor ;  and  from  thence  failed  to  Batavia,  where 
he  took  in  fupplies.  Thus  provided,  he  proceed-? 
ed  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  having 
doubled  it,  reached  St.  Helena  in  the  laft  day  01 
[January  1700. 

In  his  courfe  homewards,  his  veflel  fprang  a 
peak  J  and  in  order  to  fave  her,  he  was  forced  to 

m  her  aground  on   the  Ifland  of  Afcenfion. 

lere  his  men  landed,  and  conveyed  their  provi- 
fions  from  the  wreck.  They  afterwards  had  the 
^ood  fortune  to  difcover  a  fine  fpring  of  water, 
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After  rcmaining^  fome  time  on  this  defolate  ifland, 
Dahipicr  and  his  men  were  taken  up  by  the  Can- 
terbury Eaft  Indiaman,  and  lately  landed  in 
England. 

It  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  fo  many  dif- 
afters  would  have  deterred  Danipier  from  any 
farther  entcrpriles  by  fea.  But  his  roving  difpo- 
iition  was  not  yet  gratified  ;  and  difappointments 
feem  to  have  had  little  effe«St  on  his  refolution. 

Still  panting  lor  diftinftion  in  his  profeliion,  it 
was  not  eafy  to  refift  the  opportunities  that  of- 
fered of  gratifying  his  darling  pallion.  Accord- 
ingly, in  1703,  we  find  him  again  employed  in 
concert  with  Captain  Pulling,  in  an  expedition 
to  the  South  Seas.  Pampier's  {hip  was  named 
the  Prince  George,  and  PuUings  the  FaniK. 
They  were  commilfioned  by  George,  Prince  of 
Denmark,  then  lord  high  admiral,  to  cruife 
againft  the  French  and  Spaniards,  and  were  vic- 
tualled for  nine  months. 

Bnt  though  thefe  adventurers  were  commif- 
fioned  by  government,  it  leems  their  expedition 
was  of  a  private  nature ;  and  fymptoms  of  dil'a- 
greement,  fo  ufual  in  privateering  and  predatory 
fchemes,  early  began  to  appear  among  the  com- 
rnanders  and  their  crews.  Scarcely  had  they  left 
the  Downs  before  Captain  Pulling  deferted  liis 
confortj  and  Dampicr  being  left  alone,  flopped 
fome  time  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  where  he  wasj 
joined  by  the  Cinque  Port  galley,  of  fixtc^nl 
guns  and  fixty-three  men^  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Pickering. 

Dampier  let  fail   from   Kinfale,   in   Ireland,! 
warm  with  the  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  his  favourite 
projec^ts,  which  were  to  iurprile  the  Spaniili  gal- 
leons at  Buenos  Ayres;   but  \f  he  lliould  niifs 

them, 
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them,  to  proceed  through  the  Straights  of  Ma- 
gellan, and  to  cruife  on  the  coaft  of  Peru  for  the 
Baldivia  fliips,  which  tranfport  the  gold  to  Li- 
ma. Should  he  fail  in  both  thele  enterprifes, 
his  third  attempt  was  to  be  on  the  Manilla  fliip, 
that  annually  arrives  at  the  town  of  Acapulco. 

Dampicr  and  his  confort  arriving  at  the  Ma» 
deiras,  were  given  to  underftand  that  the  galle- 
ons had  left  Buenos  Ayres,  and  were  then  at  Te- 
iieriffe  j  and  thus  the  firll  part  of  their  plan  was  ■ 
rendered  abortive.  As  time  was  not  now  to  be 
loft,  on  receiving  this  intelligence,  they  proceed- 
ed on  their  voyage  to  the  Ifland  of  Le  Grand,  on 
the  coaft  of  Bralil,  where  Captain  Pickering  de- 
parted this  life,  and  Lieutenant  Stradling  was 
promoted  in  his  place, 

Leaving  this  ifland,  they  doubled  Cape  Horn 
on  the  20th  of  January  1704  5  and  foon  after  the 
two  veflels  parted  in  a  violent  ftorm.  Daujpier 
now  changing  his  route,  failed  for  Juan  Fernan- 
dez. Anchoring  there,  he  fortunately  fell  iu 
with  his  contort ,  and  having  refitted  the  Ihip;, 
they  defcried  a  fail,  to  which  they  immediately 
gave  chace.  Dampier  fought  her  for  feven  houiu 
without  fucceis  :  the  galley  took  little  part  iu 
the  engagement.  Returning  to  Juan  Fernandez, 
they  narrowly  efcaped  being  captured  by  two 
French  men  of  war  -,  and  were  glad  to  efcape 
with  the  lofs  of  their  anchors,  cables,  and  five  of 
I  their  men  that  were  left  behind. 

The  Baldivian  fliips  were  the  fe^ond  object  of 

their  purfuit  J  but  they  too  had  failed,  'c)nd  the 

igold  was  fecurcd.     Thus  di ('appointed,  they  le- 

Itermined  to  attack  the  to  .vn  of  Sa  <ia  Maria  in  the 

Gulph  of  Panama  ;    but  the  Spaniards  being  ap- 

iprized  of  their  inteiuions,  Jaid  an  ambuscade  for 

thv^m. 
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them,  and  after  fome  lofs,  the  remainder  pur, 
chafed  fafety  by  flight. 

'Difpirited  by  a  repetition  of  ill  fuccefs,  the 
commanders  were  ready  to  feparate,  when  fortu- 
s  -"tely  a  large  Ihip  came  to  an  anchor  clofeby 
thum,  deeply  laden  with  flour,  fugar,  brandy, 
wine,  and  other  valuable  commodities.  They 
boarded  and  took  her  without  refiftance,  and 
refrefhed  the  men  with  this  acceptable  fupply. 

After  this,  the  two  captains  parted  company  j 
and  foon  after  Dampier  fell  in  with  a  Spanilh  fliip 
of  war,  which  had  been  fitted  out  to  take  himj  but 
after  a  fmart  engagement,  they  parted  in  the  night 
by  mutual  confent.  The  demon  of  difcord  now 
raging  among  the  men,  Clippington,  the  firft 
lieutenant,  feized  the  fliip's  tender,  with  the 
ftores,  ammunition  and  twenty-one  of  the  crewj 
and  when  he  had  cleared  the  iilands,  gave  an  invi- 
tation  to  all  who  chofe  to  follow  his  fortunes  to 
join  him.  It  is  probable  that  Dampier  would 
have  been  totally  abandoned,  had  not  the  hopes  of 
his  falling  in  with  the  Manilla  fhipjiepta  party 
Heady  to  his  interefl.  Clippington,  to  prove  that 
he  was  not  devoid  of  generolity,  returned  the 
greatefl  part  of  the  flores  and  ammunition. 

Meanwhile,  Dampier  took  a  fmall  bark,  laden 
with  plantains,  which  he  defigned  to  keep  for  a 
tender,  and  named  her  the  Dragon.     The  matter 
of  this  bark,  Chriflian  Martin,  was  a  native  of  | 
Spain  ;  but  had  been  educated  in  Erfgland.   Him 
they  fecured,  and  then  proceeded  on  their  laft  | 
grand  proje6t  to  attack  the  Manilla  fhip,  withj 
which  they  came  up  on  the  dth.of  December; 
and. giving  her  feveral  b^oadfides,  before  flie  was 
prepared  to  return  the  compliment,  threw  iier  I 
crew  into  great  confulion.    Martin  advifed  them 
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i  to  lay  their  veffel  immediately  aboard,  before  the 
I  Spaniards  could  recover  from  their  diforder.  The 
I  ^vant  of  difcipline  fruftrated  all  their  plans  :  at  a 
I  time  whem  prompt  obedience  and  ready  fervice 
I  were  indifpenfably  requifite,  the  crew  of  the  St. 
George  were  wrangling  whether  they  ihoul^  fol- 
low the  prudent  advice  of  Martin  or  not.  They 
now  loft  the  opportunity  of  retrieving  their  error. 
The  Spaniards  bringing  their  guns  to  bear,  by 
dint  of  fuperior  weight  of  metal,  beat  off  the 
Engliih,  in  difgrace,  and  had  well  nigh  fent 
them  to  the  bottom  5  and  thus  the  golden  pro- 
|fpe6ts  of  the  adventurers  were  finally  clofed.  The 
failors,  however,  were  prevailed  on  to  cruife  for 
feme  weeks  longer  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico  j  but 
met  with  nothing  of  importance,  and  every  day 
[increafed  their  anxiety  to  return. 

At  this  period  a  party,  at  the  head  of  which 

I  was  Mr.  Funnel,  who  commanded  the  Spanifli 

prize,  projeded  a  defign  of  failing  home-by  the 

Eaft  Indies.    The  owner's  agent,  acceding  to  his 

[plan,  divided  the  provifions  ;    and  Funnel  failed 

hvith  thirty-three  men,  while  twenty-feven  ftill 

[adhered  to  Dampier.      Of  the  fubfequent  tranf- 

aftions  of  this  gentleman  we  have  no  account, 

[except  that  he  fafely  arrived  in  England. 

After  various  reverfes  of  fortune.  Funnel's  veffel 
i'as  feized  by  the  Dutch,^the  effeds  confifcated, 
md  the  crew  imprifoncd,  and  nearly  ftarved.  The 
commander  himfelf  obtained  an  inadequate  re- 
liefs for  the  injuries  he  had  fuftained ;  and,  with 
two  or  three  of  his  company,  got  a  paffage  for 
Europe,  and  arrived  in  the  Texel,  in  July  1705. 
ifter  vilitir.g  the  principal  towns  in  Holland,  he 
Returned  to  England,  and  publifhed  an  account  of 
lis  unfortunate  voyage. 

The 
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The  reader  may  perhaps  be  curious  to  know 
what  became  of  Read  and  Tpat,  from  whom 
Dampier  feparated.  It  feems  that,  after  leavin? 
Nicobar,  they  failed  for  Ceylon  j  but  not  being 
able  to  weather  that  ifland,  they  proceeded  to  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  where  a  mutinous  difpoli- 
tion  in  the  crew  giving  rife  to  new  projefts.  Read 
was  deferted,  in  his  turn,  by  more  than  half  his 
men.  Thefe  revolters  fplit  into  different  parties* 
but  the  main  body  of  them  went  up  the  country, 
and  inlifted  in  the  lervice  of  the  Great  Mogul. 
Subordination  and  difcipline,  however,  they  had 
not  been  accuftomed  to,  and  could  not  endure : 
they  fooii  forfook  the  camp,  and  following  the! 
bent  of  their  difpolitionsj  ravaged  the  villages  in  | 
the  country. 

Read  fet  fail  with  the  party  that  remained! 
firm  to  him,  intending  for  the  Red  Sea.    OfFl 
Ceylon  he  took  a  rich  Portuguefe  ihip,  and  plun- 
dered her  of  what  he  valued  moftj  but  not  be- 
ing able  to  bear  up  againft  the  wefterly  winds,  | 
he  flood  for  Madagafcar.     After  a  variety  of  pi. 
ratical  adventures,  finding  his  interefl  flill  link- 
ing,  he  flipped  away  with  about  half  a  dozen  of  I 
his  mofi  faithful  adherents^  and  embarked  for| 
New  Yor^. 

Teat,  who  fucceeded  to  the  command,  having  I 
joined  Captain  Knight,  an  old  affociate,  failed 
fome  time  in  company  with  him ;  but  Knight, 
leaving  the  Cygnet  when  in  diflrefs,  fheatlaft 
funk  in  the  bay  of  St.  Augufline  in  Madagafcar.l 

Such  was  the  final  end  of  all  the  fchemes  ofl 
Swan's  piratical  crew.  That  the  love  of  gainf 
ihould  tempt  men  to  occafional  a6is  of  difhoneftyl 
may  be  accounted  for,  though  not  palliated,  onl 
the  principle  of  human  frailty  3    but  tliat  menl 

Ihould 
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Ihould  be  found  capable  of  fuch  unremitted  fa- 
tigues and  dangers,  for  which  they  never  en- 
joyed a  comipenfation,  and  yet  ftill  perfevere  in 
their  abandoned  courfes,  muft  aftoniih  the  pru- 
ident,  and  confound  the  moralift. 

Dampier  fell  into  the  lure  of  temptation  :  but 
though  he  for  a  time  ftifled  the  di6tates  c*f  con- 
I  fcience,  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  inlenfi- 
ble  to  the  principles  of  re6titude.   With  a  blunt- 
nefs  of  manners,  he  feems  to  have  poffeired  a  con- 
fiderable  Ihare  of  humanity.     A  defire  of  novel- 
ty or  of  knowledge  was  his  predominant  paflion  : 
tliis  he  had  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  -,   but 
in  his  aims  at  independence,  he  appears  to  have 
[been  generally  difappointed.      On   the  whole, 
iDampier  was  certainly  a  very  able  navigator, 
jrather  than  an  able  man.  We  find  him  again  en- 
Igaged  in  the  expedition  of  Woodes  Rogers.    Of 
Hiis  latter  days  we  have  no  account  j    but  it  is 
probable  he  died  in  the  bofom  of  peace  and  of  his 
coiuitry. 
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CAPTAIN  COrVLEY* 


THE  buccaneering  profeflion  produced  a 
hardy  race  of  maritiers  in  general^  and 
among  them  are  fome  names  eminent  for  their 
abilities  in  naval  affairs.  Cowley,  as  well  as 
Dampier,  belonged  to  this  fraternity,  and,  for 
fome  time,  they  failed  in  the  faiiie  ihip.  After- 
wards,  following  the  fortunes  of  different  com- 
manders, they  both  favoured  the  world  with 
an  account  of  their  various  tranfa£tions ;  and 
though  Cowley's  vpyage  has  not  gained  the  de- 
|ferved  celebrity  pf  Dampier*^,  we  fhould  think 
lourfelves  guilty  of  an  omiI]ion,  did  we  not  pre- 
I  lent  our  readers  with  its  leading  features. 

Of  Cowley's  origin  and  education  we  kno^ 
I  nothing.  His  powers  of  defcription  (hew  that 
he  was  not  without  fome  advantages  of  learning; 
but  the  degree  of  this  does  not  feem  to  be  much 
|more  than  was  neceffary  for  his  profeflion. 

He  tells  us  that  he  failed  from  Cape  Charles 
|in  Virginia,   in  the  Revei?ge,   Captain    Cook^ 

•  Though   Cowley   is  generally   complimenred  with  the 
cheap  title  of  Captain,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  filled 
la  higher  flation  than  that  of  nnafter,  in  which  capacity  he  ac* 
m'iittd  hiirfalt'tu  the  general  fati^i»^io|i  91  his  eoployers, 

Vol.  III.  P  Auguft 
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Auguft  1683,  with  a  view  of  navigating  the 
Ihip  to  Petit  Guaves,  whither  he  direded  his 
courfe.  Scarcely,  however,  had  he  left  the 
Ihore,  before  he  received  intimation  to  proceed  for 
Guinea  j  where,  after  furniiliing  themfelves  with 
a  Ihip  adapted  to  their  purpofe,  they  were  co 
cruife  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

At  St.  Nicholas,  one  of  the  Cape  Verd  Iflands, 
a  confultation  was  held,  to  determine  whether  it 
would  be  moft  advifable  to  fail  directly,  in  their 
prefent  fhip,  into  the  South  Seas ;  or  to  accommo- 
date  themfelves  with  a  better,  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal fcheme.  The  general  opinion  was,  that  they 
Ihould  look  into  the  road  of  St.  Jago,  in  their 
immediate  vicinity,  where  it  was  probable  they 
might  find  a  veffel  to  their  minds. 

On  approaching  this  illand,  they  defcried  a 
large  fhip,  which  proved  to  be  a  Dutch  Eaft  In- 
diaman,  of  fifty  guns  and  four  hundred  men, 
moft  of  whom  were  on  fhore;  but  feeing  the 
buccaneers  failing  towards  the  road,  they  imme- 
diately repaired  to  their  pofts  on  board,  and 
made  every  thing  ready  for  aftion.  The  pirates 
iiow  began  to  be  fenfible  of  their  temerity,  in  at- 
tempting a  fhip  of  fuch  fuperior  force ;  and  find- 
ing that  it  would  be  vain  to  expe6t  a  conqaefl, 
they  were  glad  to  take  the  advantage  of  the 
wind,  and  flieer  off. 

They  immediately  failed  for  Guinea  j  and  no 
fooner  had  they  reached  the  coaft,  than  they  fell 
in  with  a  capital  new  fhip,  of  forty  guns,  whid 
they  boarded  and  carried  off.  On  examination, 
fhe  proved  to  be  well  ftored  with  brandy,  water, 
and  other  provifions.  Elated  with-  this  cheap 
and  valuable  prize,  they  transferred  the  moft 
ufeful  ftores  and  neceiTaries  from  their  old  Ihip 

oal 


OF  CAPTAIN  COWLEY,  15^ 

en  board  her  j  and  made  fuch  preparations  as 
might  enable  them  to  reach  the  Ifland  df  Juan 
Fernandez,  without  touching  at  any  intermedi- 
ate place. 

Having  fucceeded  in  this  firft  defign,  they  fleer- 
ed for  the  Brafilian  coaft,  and  afterwards  came 
into  47  deg.  fouth  latitude.  Here  they  difco- 
vered  an  uninhabited  ifland,  to  which  they  gave 
the  name  of  Peppy's  Ifland.  Cowley  fays,  it  has 
a  harbour  where  one  thoufand  fliips  may  ride  in 
fafety,  and  that  it  is  well  adapted  for  wooding 
and  watering  at.  On  this  fpot  they  faw  plenty 
of  fowls  J  and  gave  the  fea  credit  for  being  equal- 
ly prolific  in  fifli ;  but  as  it  blew  a  ftorm,  they 
could  neither  approach  the  ifland,  nor  examine 
its  coafts. 

Standing  to  the  fouthward,  for  Terra  del  Fue- 
go,  when  they  arrived  on  that  coaft,  there  was 
fach  a  rippling  of  the  fea,  that  they  were  ap- 
prehenfive  of  danger,  which  induced  them  to  at- 
tenapt  the  paflage  difcovered  by  Bartholomew 
Sharp,  in  1681,  and  to  leave  Staten  Land  to  the 
north. 

On  the  1 4th  of  February,  they  came  abreaft  of 
Cape  Horn,  on  which  day,  while  they  were 
amufing  themfelves  with  drawing  valentines,  a 
violent  ftorm  arofe,  which  ended  only  with 
the  month.  During  its  fury,  they  were  driven 
tea  high  fouth  latitude,  where  the  weather  was  fo 
cold,  that,  to  ufe  the  quaint  exprelfion  of  Cow- 
ley, "  they  could  drink  three  quarts  of  burnt 
I  brandy  a  piece  without  being  intoxicated." 

However,  in  the  beginning  of  March,  the 
Iwlnd  veering  to  the  fouth,  carried  them  into  a 
iwarmer  climate.  In  the  courfe  of  their  voyage, 
jtheyfeUinwith  the  Nicholas,  Captain  Eaton,  in 

P2  confort 
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confort  with  which  they  failed  to  the  Ijland  of 
Juan  Fernandez. 

After  a  Ihort  Hay  there,  as  related  in  Dam- 
pier's  voyage,  they  made  the  high  land  of  Aricaj 
and  held  a  confultation,  whether  they  iliould  en- 
ter the  bay.  This  being  decided  in  the  negative, 
occalioned  the  lofs,  as  they  afterwards  found,  of 
a  rich  prize,  laden  with  filver,  which  was  then 
lying  in  Arica  Bay,  and  might  eafily  have  been 
captured. 

It  being  refolved  that  they  fhould  proceed  to 
Cape  Blanco,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Plate 
fleet  from  Panama,  in  their  way  they  took  a  fliip, 
with  which  they  failed  to  Lobos  j  and  then  con- 
certed an  attack  on  Truxillo. 

Having  taken  feveral  prizes,  of  no  very  confi- 
derable  value,  they  lay  by  at  the  Gallipagos,  or 
Enchanted  Iflands;  and  afterwards  touched  at 
the  Duke  of  York's  liland,  near  the  equino6tial 
line.  Here  they  found  the  fowls  fo  tame,  that 
they  often  lighted  on  the  heads  and  ihoulders  of 
the  iixen  as  they  walked  out  j  but  after  being  re- 
peatedly ihot  at,  they  became  Ihy  and  timid,  as 
in  other  places.  Thus  we  fee  it  is  the  tyranny 
of  man  that  fpreads  fear  over  the  lower  chill'es 
of  creation ;  where  his  powers  are  unknown,  he 
is  treated  as  an  equal,  or  trailed  as  a  friend. 

Sailing  from  thence,  they  made  Cape  Trelpon- 
tew,  where  their  captain  departed  this  life.  The 
Indians  foon  reforting  to  the  buccaneers,  were  I 
Jftridtly  examined  in  regard  to  the  Rrcngth  and 
opulence  of  Ria  Lexa,  on  which  heads  they  gave 
fatisfadory  information.  Meanwhile,  the  long  boat 
being  fent  on  ihore,  to  procure  cattle,  a  party 
of  Spaniards  fet  her  on  fire,  and  drove  the  crew 
for  ihelter  to  a  rock  in  the  bofom  of  the  fa 
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The  fingnlar  manner  in  which  thefe  men  were 
preferved,  has  already  been  detailed  in  Dampier'a 
voyage.  Here  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  was  made 
on  Kia  Lexa. 

The  buccaneers  having  careened  their  ihips> 
in  the  Bay  of  Amapalla,  Captain  Eaton,  accom- 
panied by  our  voyager,  relblved  to  feparate  from 
bis  conlbrts,  with  whom  he  hadfometime  failed 
and  a6ted.  Being  now  at  liberty  to  chufo  his 
route,  Eaton  fteered  for  Cape  St.  Francifco  ;  and 
coming  to  Paita,  burnt  two  ihips,  which  the 
Spaniards  refufed  to  ranfom.  Thus  mifchief, 
not  gain,  was  the  reward  of  their  toils. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  they  came  in  light  of 
the  Ifle  of  Guam,  with  a  crew  univerfally  affli^- 
ed  with  the  fcurvy.  As  foon  as  they  had  fecur- 
ed  the  fliip,  they  fent  a  boat  aihore,  with  a  flag 
of  truce  >  but  found  that  the  natives,  through 
fear,  had  fet  fire  to  their  habitations,  and  fled* 
However,  the  party  colle6i:ed  fome  cocoa  nuts, 
which  proved  a  falutary  refreiliment  to  the  fick. 
Meanwhile  fome  Indians  rulhed  from  an  ambuihj 
and  made  a  ihow  of  hoftilities  j  but  the  Engliih 
/hewing  figns  of  friendfhip,  a  truce  was  conclud- 
ed, and  a  free  intercourfe  eftabliftied.  This  con- 
tinued for  fome  days ;  but  the  Indians  thinking 
they  had  obtained  an  advantage,  attacked  a  party 
of  the  buccaneers,  in  which  affray  four  of  the 
fonner  were  killed.  This  brought  the  refi:  to 
their  fi^nfes;  and  for  fome  time  the  Engliih 
maintained  an  undifputed  fuperiority  over  th6 
natives.  .  • 

The  Spanifli  governor,  having  heard  of  a 
ftrange  fhip  on  the  coaft,  came  down  to  the 
il>ore  J  and  fent  ofl'  a  letter  for  the  captain,  in 
Spanifli>  French,  and  Dutch,  demanding,  in  the 
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name  of  the  king,  his  mailer,  the  country  and 
bufiuefs  of  the  llrangers.  An  anfwer  was  relum- 
ed in  French,  importing  that  their  objed  was 
difcoveries,  on  which  they  were  employed  bj 
fome  French  gentlemen. 

This  fidion  fucceeding,  the  governor  invited  Cut 
captain  on  fhorei  on  which  occafion  a  military  la- 
lute  was  tired,  and  other  civilities  interchanged. 
Eaton,  foon  coming  to  a  good  underftanding  with 
the  governor,  apologized  to  him  for  killing  Ibmc 
of  the  Indians  in  the  late  encounter,  which  lie 
fairly  reprefented  was  done  in  his  own  defence; 
but  the  Spaniard  foon  made  him  eafy  on  thi* 
fcore,  by  aifuring  him,  that,  if  he  had  killed 
them  all,  the  greater  obligations  he  Ihould  liave 
felt  himfelf  under  to  him. 

The  buccaneers  were  now  plentifully  fupplied 
with  provifions  from  the  Ih ore,  and  the  captai> 
made  a  prudent  diftribution  of  prefents  to  the 
principal  Spanilh  officers,  in  return. 

On  an  application  being  made  by  the  gover- 
nor to  Captain  Eaton  for  fome  powder,  four 
barrels  were  immediately  fent  j  and  at  the  lame 
time  an  offer  of  as  many  great  guns.  The  guns 
were  politely  refufed,  as  not  being  wanted  j  and 
a  box,  containing  fixteen  hundred  pieces  of 
eight,  was  difpatched  by  a  meflenger,  out  of 
which  the  captain  was  to  pay  himfelf  for  the 
powder.  This  handfome  and  honourable  con- 
dud,  on  the  part  of  the  Spanilh  governor,  feems 
to  have  had  a  correfpondent  efted  on  the  mind 
of  Eaton :  he  returned  the  money  untouched, 
and  feeras,  for  the  moment,  to  have  foi*got  that 
he  was  a  plunderer,  and  to  have  felt  tlie  dignity 
^f  honeit  independence, 

,     ^  During;  i 
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During  thefe  amicable  tranfa6tions  between 
the  Spaniards  and  the  Engliih,  it  is  fhocking  to 
relate,  that  the  latter,  in  confequence  of  the 
ianftion  they  had  procured,  amufed  themfelves 
in  chafing  and  deftroying  the  Indians.  But 
thefe  poor  people,  finding  that  the  new  comers 
were  not  Spaniards,  foon  became  tractable  and 
fubmilfive.  Peace  again  refumed  her  fwayj 
but  it  feems  that  tlie  barbarity  with  which  the 
natives  had  been  treated,  had  taught  them  habi- 
tual tttffimulation.  One  day,  while  the  Englifli 
were  obferving  them  hauling  the  feine,  and 
feemed  amufed  with  their  performance,  the  In- 
dians artfully  drew  their  feine  round  the  boat, 
with  an  intention  of  entangling  it,  and  mafter- 
ing  the  crew  j  but  the  ftratagem  being  perceived, 
the  buccaneers  did  not  wait  till  it  could  be  put 
in  execution  j  for,  being  provided  with  arms,  they 
fired  among  the  thickeft  of  the  plotters,  and 
made  tQi'rible  havoc. 

Cowley  obferves,  that  thefe  natives  are  large 
of  ftature,  fome  of  them  being  feven  feet  and  a 
half  high ;  that  they  go  quite  naked  j  and  ufe 
ilings  and  lances,  in  the  management  of  which 
they  are  very  dexterous.  He  farther  fays,  that 
they  never  bury  their  dead,  but  leave  them  to 
rot  in  the  fun. 

The  Englifh  took  four  prifoners  in  this  affray, 
whom  they  brought  bound  on  board ;  but  they 
had  not  been  long  there,  before  three  of  them 
I  leaped  into  the  fea,  and,  though  their  hands 
[were  tied  behind  them,  fwam  away  like  iilhes. 
However,  a  boat  being  fent  after  them,  they  were 
[all  difpatched,  Our  author  alTures  us,  that  a 
ftrong  man  could  not  penetrate  their  Ikins  with 
jthe  firfl:  ftroke  of  a,  cutiafi.  He  adds,  *'  one  of 
2  "  tl^m 
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them,  in  my  judgment,  received  forty  bullets 
in  his  body  before  he  died  j  and  the  laft  of  the 
three  that  was  killed,  fwam  a  good  Engliih 
mile,  not  only  with  his  hands  tit^d  behind 
him,  but  with  his  arms  pinioned,  before  he 
expired."  Such  are  th6  exaggerations  which 
throw  a  veil  of  doubt  over  narratives  apparently 
authentic  I 

The  buccaneers  were  well  rewarded  for  this 
frefh  maflacre  of  the  Indians.  The  governor 
was  fo  well  pleafed  with  their  inhuman  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  favages,  that  he  increafed  his  bounty 
according  to  their  merits  in  this  way. 

The  ihip  being  now  repaired,  the  health  of 
the  crew  recruited,  and  a  fufficient  ftock  of  pro- 
vilions  laid  in,  they  took  leave  of  the  governor, 
and  left  Guam  on  the  4th  of  April,  and  paffing 
fome  uninhabited  iflands  north  of  Luconia,  they 
came  up  with  Cape  Mindato  in  that  ifland; 
but  were  forced,  by  the  fouth-weft  monfoon,  to 
fleer  for  Canton  in  China. 

Here,  it  feems,  they  might  have  made  an  eafy 
capture  of  thirteen  Tartarian  veffels,  laden  with 
rich  goods,  of  which  the  Tartars  had  plundered  j 
the  Chinefe ;  but,  though  the  buccaneers  were 
fufficiently  rapacious,  they  could  not  agree  to  I 
fubmitto  difcipline;  and  this  capital  chance  was 
loft. 

From  Canton  they  proceeded  for  Manilla,  ini 
queft  of  the  annual  fhip;  and  were  tantalized 
with  a  fight  of  her  j  but,  by  dint  of  fwift  failing,| 
Ihe  efcaped  their  purfuit.    This  was  a  difap- 
pointment  they  could  not  eafily  brook. 

Dejeded  aifd  out  of  humour,  they  now  bortl 
away  for  an  ifland  to  the  north  of  LuconiaJ 
where  it  was  their  intention  to  remain  till  the 

mil 
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vind  ihould  favour  their  voyage  to  Bantam. 
While  in  the  vicinity  of  Lnconia,  they  fupplied 
ihcmfelves  with  goats,  guanoes,  and  fruit  j  and 
were  directed  to  a  place  where  they  might  be 
furnilhed  with  plenty  of  cattle. 

The  wind  proving  favourable,  they  proceeded 
to  the  fouthward  j  and,  in  the  lOth  degree  of 
north  latitude,  were  fo  entangled  by  a  clufter 
of  iflands,  that  they  were  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  ihipwrecked.  However,  they  efcaped, 
and  arrived  at  a  fmall  ifland  near  Borneo.  They 
feem,  indeed,  to  have  cautioufly  avoided  touch- 
ing at  any  place  where  they  were  likely  to  be 
encountered  by  a  fuperior  force.  On  this  iiland 
they  hauled  up  the  fhip,  ere6ted  a  tent,  and  for- 
tified themfelves  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  poflible. 

At  firft  the  natives,  having  never  before  ieen 
any  white  people,  were  very  referved.  A  canoe, 
full  of  women,  among  whom  was  the  queen  of 
the  iiland,  accidentally  falling  in  with  them, 
leaped  into  the  fea;  but  being  taken  up  and 
kindly  treated,  the  people,  by  degrees,  became 
familiarized  to  their  vilitors  j  and  fupplied  them 
with  fuch  fruits  as  the  ifland  produced.  A  traf- 
fic was  alfo  eftablilhed  with  the  natives  for 
rauik,  civet,  and  bezoar. 

After  a  confiderable  (lay  here,  the  buccaneers 
departed,  and  fleered  for  Timor.  The  mutin- 
ous difpofition  of  the  crew  having  long  relaxed 
all  difcipline,  and  being  now  carried  to  an  alarm- 
ing height,  Cowley,  one  Hill,  and  eighteen 
others,  feparated  from  the  reft,  and  having  pur- 
Ichafed  a  large  boat,  failed  for  Java.  The  wind 
proving  adverfe  for  their  reaching  Batavia,  they 
[luade  for  Cheriboa,  a  Dutch  factory  to  the  eaft- 

ward^. 
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•u-^ard,  where  the  governor  received  them  with 
kindnefs. 

This  fmall  fa6tion  here  fplit  into  three  parties; 
two  of  which  concluded  to  fail  for  the  Bay  of 
Bengal;  while  the  third,  confifting  of  Cowley, 
Hill,  and  another  intimate  friend,  proceeded  to 
Batavia.  Their  reception  here  was  very  friendly, 
and  they  were  promifed  a  paflage  to  Europe  In 
the  Dutch  Eaft  India  fleet. 

At  this  period,  the  general  was  equlpplnor 
five  fhips  of  war,  to  procure  fatisfa6iion  from 
the  native  powers,  for  the  malTacre  of  eighty 
Hollanders.  Thefe  fhips,  however,  were  firft 
deiigned  againft  Sillebar,  an  Englilh  fettlement 
on  the  coaft  of  Sumatra ;  and  Cowley,  hearing 
of  this,  wiihed  to  embark,  with  his  friends,  for 
that  port.  The  Dutch  refufing  them  permiffion, 
they  endeavoured  to  fecure  a  floop,  to  carry 
them  tb  the  fame  place ;  but  it  being  an  efta- 
blifhed  law,  that  no  veflel  was  to  be  fold  to  a 
foreigner;  they  were  again  difappointed  in  their  j 
views. 

In  confequence  of  this  failure,  they  embarked  1 
on   board  the  Solida  Eaft  Indiaman,  bound  to  | 
Holland;  and  faw  their  old  commander's  ih\^\ 
coming  in,  juft  as  they  were  failing  out,  of  the 
road. 

The  wind  not  being  fair,  they  turned  dom\ 
to  Bantam,  where  tiiey  took  in  provifions,  and 
from  thence  fleered  to  Prince's  Ifland ;  and,  after 
fome  delay  there,  they  flood  for  the  Cape  of  I 
Good  Hope.  In  their  paflage  thither,  theDutchf 
captain  died.  On  the  3d  of  June  they  anchored| 
at  the  Cape. 

Soon  after,  our  author  informs  us,  four  of  thftj 
natives  came  down  to  the  city,  dancing,  nakedJ 

and 
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ind  making  a  tender  of  their  females  to  the  Hol- 
hnders  for  a  bit  of  tobacco.  In  this  refpe6t, 
Cowley  differs  from  the  generality  of  voyag- 
ers, who  reprefent  the  Hottentots  a?  far  from 
being  immoral,  or  indifferent  to  the  condu6t  of 
their  wives. 

He  proceeds,  '*  they  were  the  filthiefl  meil  I 
ever  law.  Next  day  I  walked  round  the  town, 
in  which  there  are  about  one  hundred  houfes, 
built  very  low  5  but  there  is  a  Itrong  caflle  be- 
longing to  the  Dutch  with  eighty  guns,  well 
mounted,  and  a  fpacious'  garden,  replete  with  a 
vaft  variety  of  plants.  This  was  the  ^reatefl:  cu- 
riofity  we  faw  at  the  Cape.  We  proceeded  be- 
yond the  town,  to  a  village  inhabited  by  the 
Hottentots,  or  Hodmandods,  as  the  Hollanders 
term  them.  Thefe  people  are  faid  to  be  born 
white  5  but  acquire  a  iabl^  hue,  by  anointing 
their  bodies,  and  expofing  their  infants  to  the 
fun  and  fmoke.  Their  houfes  are  built,  like  the 
cabins  of  the  wild  Iriih,  with  the  fire-place  in 
the  middle,  round  which  they  lie  in  common, 
I  covered  with  the  Ikin  of  forne  beaft.  They  eat 
every  thing  that  is  foul ;  and  will  rake  from  the 
I  dunghill  the  offal  thrown  there  by  the  Dutch  to 
feed  their  dogs.  The  men  are  not  jealous  of  fo- 
reigners j  but  are  vigilant  and  fevere  in  regard 
to  their  own  countrymen.  When  the  women 
marry,  they  cut  off  a  joint  of  the  middle  finger  5 
and  if  the  hulband  dies,  another  joint  Is  ampu- 
itated }  and  fo  many  men  as  they  marry,  fo  ma- 
Iny  joints  they  lofe.  They  are  fuppofed  to  wor- 
[iliip  the  moon,  becaufe,  at  the  full  and  change, 
they  aflfemble  in  great  numbers,  dancing  and  re- 
joicing while  file  fhines;  but  howling  and  la- 

iutiag,  when  they  are  deprived  of  her  light." 

The 
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The  accounts  which  different  relaters  give  us 
of  what  they  have  feen  ot  obferved,  though 
fometimes  contradi6tory  in  part,  are  only  diffe- 
rent fliades  of  the  fame  pi^ure  j  and  may  frrve 
to  amufe  by  contrail,  or  to  illuftrate  by  coinci- 
dence. For  details  we  adhere  to  thofe  deline- 
ations alone,  which  the  concurring  teftimony  of 
mankind  has  fan6tioncd  as  juft  3  but  we  Ihould 
deny  our  readers  a  reafonable  gratification,  did 
we  not  incidentally  mark  the  outlines  of  every 
particular  journal. 

While  Cowley  remained  at  the  Cape,  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  witneffing  the  funeral  ceremo- 
nies pra6tifed  among  the  natives.  One  of  them 
having  drank  with  the  Europeans  till  he  was 
fuffocated,  his  countrymen  affembled  round  him, 
and  poured  oil  and  milk  down  his  throat,  in 
hopes  that  he  might  ftill  be  recovered  3  bat  find- 
ing their  efforts  vain,  and  that  the  vital  fpark 
was  for  ever  gone,  they  prepared  for  his  inter- 
ment. They  firft  iliaved  him  from  head  to  foot; 
the.i,  digging  a  hole  in  the  ground,  they  care- 
fully placed  him  in  a  fitting  pofture,  with  his 
body  and  head  ere6t,  and  his  legs  and  thighs 
ftretched  out  horizontally,  and  preiTed  down 
ftraight.  This  performed,  they  propped  him  up  I 
with  liones  in  the  attitude  they  had  given  him.  1 
Then  a  company  of  w  omen  arrived  to  howl  over 
him  5  who  accompanied  their  lamentations  with  1 
fuch  horrid  fcreams,  as  if  death  had  been  perlo- 
lifted  before  their  eyes,  and  ready  to  feize  them, I 
The  period  of  bewailing  ovei,  they  clofed  up  the| 
grave,  and  covered  it  wilh  green  turf. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  they  left  the  Cape  IqI 
company  with  three  other  Ihips.    Next  day  therej 
was  an  uUertainn^ent  ou  board  ^  and,  while  en- 
gaged! 
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gaged  in  mirth  and  feftivity>  Cowley  fays,  they 
were  alarmed  with  a  (Irange  voice  crying.  Come 
help^  ^^^^  kelp!  a  man  onjerboard i  The  veffel 
being  brought  too,  they  fought  in  vain  for  the 
drowned  perfon  j  and  no  man  v/as  fpund  miffing 
in  either  of  the  fhips.  On  this,  it  feems,  they 
drew  a  conclulion,  founded  on  grofs  notions  of 
fuperftition,  to  which  failors,  above  ail  other 
people,  are  addided,  that  this  ftrange  voice  pro- 
ceeded from  the  fpirit  of  fome  perfon  who  had 
begi  drowned  in  thofe  latitudes.  That  a  race 
of  men,  inured  to  dangers,  and  with  minds,  in 
fome  meafure,  enlightened  by  an  intercourfe 
with  various  nations,  fliould  be  fo  flrongly  tinc- 
tured with  fuperftition,  may  appear  aftoniiliing  j 
but  the  H^  is,  that  the  inferences  to  be  drawn 
from  their  conduft  on  many  occaiions,  are  oppo- 
fite  to  what  might  be  expe6ted  from  their  habits 
and  purfuits. 

On  the  20th  of  July  they  paifed  Afceniion  5 
and  in  this  latitude,  a  council  of  war  was  held  on 
1  the  captain  of  the  ihip  in  which  Cowley  failed. 
The  charge  againft  him  was,  that  he  had  formed 
a  confpiracy,  with  ^\q  men  more>  to  murder  a 
perfon  of  quality  and  his  lady,  with  fome  other 
paiTengers  \  and  having  fecured  their  riches,  to 
|nm  away  with  the  fliip.  The  purfer  was  the 
jrincipal  accufer :  but,  on  examination*  the 
[whole  ftory  feemed  fo  improbable,  that  the  cap- 
taii*  .vas  honourably  acquitted,  and  the  villain 
puniihed  who  had  broached  the  charge. 

Soon  after,  the  captain  died  of  an  inflamma- 
tion in  his  bowels  j  and  "the  fleerfman  was  pro- 
loted  to  the  command,  though  not  without  op- 
pofition.     This  was  the  third   captain  in  the 

)urfe  of  their  homeward-bound  voyage. 
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On  the  19th  of  Auguft,  Cowley  defcried  land, 
which  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  Ifle  of  Shetland  j 
but  the  captain  for  fome  hours  difputed  the  ac- 
curacy of  his  obfervation.  Three  days  after  they 
came  up  with  the  Ifle  of  Farley ;  and  on  the 
25th,  they  had  the  wind  all  round  the  compafs. 

Before  their  arrival  in  Holland,  Cowley  and 
his  friends  wiflied  to  be  put  on  board  an  Englifh 
Ihip,  that  they  fpoke  in  their  courfe  5  but  the 
Dutch  infilled  on  their  proceeding  to  Helvoc^- 
lluys,  where  they  arrived  on  the  111  of  October. 
Their  paflage  froin  Batavia  occupied  the  long 
period  of  feven  months. 

After  a  Ihort  Hay  in  Holland^  Cowley  return- 
ed to  his  native  land. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  in  this  ac- 
count of  Cowley's  voyage,  we  have  only  feledted 
fuch  particulars  as  differ  from  Dampier's,  or  are 
related  in  a  different  manner. 

Cowley's  hillory  is  only  to  be  traced  in  this 
voyage  round  the  world.  His  future  purfuits, 
and  the  time  of  his  death,  have  not  reached  us. 
He  appears  to  have  been  a  Ikilful  navigator,  of  a 
placid  temper,  and  not  much  attached  to  the  pi- 
ratical tribe  with  which,  to  his  difcredit,  he  was  | 
fome  time  conne6fced.  Like  Dampier,  he  aban- 
doned them,  when  refledlion  pointed  out  the  pro- 
priety, and  opportunity  favoured  him  for  doing  I 
ib. 
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FEW  voyages  are  attended  with  a  greater 
number  of  lingultir  circumftances,  and  more 
curious  events  than  this. 

Though  the  moft  refolute  muft  yield  to  the 
preflure  of  untoward  circumftances,  the  noble 
Ipirit  will  rife  fuperior  to  events,  and  communi- 
cate its  ardour  to  others.  Notwithftanding  Dam- 
pier's  ill  fuccefs  in  the  South  Seas,  on  his  return 
to   England,    he    ftrenuoully   exerted    himfelf, 
among  the  merchants  in  the  capital,  to  procure 
the  equipment  of  a  fquadron  to  attack  the  Ma- 
nilla ihips.     But  whether  they  regarded  him  as 
a  reftlefs  fpeculator,  or  queftioned  the  pradica- 
bility  of  the  fcheme,  certain  it  is,  that  he  met 
with  little  attention  in  London.     Still  prepoflelf- 
ed  with  a  favourable  idea  of  this  enterprife,  he 
repaired  to  Briftol,  where  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  engage  nineteen  gentlemen  and  mer- 
chants to  enter  into  an  aflbciation  for  the  profe* 
cution  of  his  purpofe.  And  by  competent  judges, 
it  has  been  allowed,  that  never  was  an  expedition 
of  this  kind  fo  happily  adjufted,  and  fo  well  pro- 
vided for  in  all  refpe6ts.     Care  was  taken  not 
only  to  forward  fuccefs,  but  as  far  as  poflible  to 
prevent  mifcarriage  •.  a  high  degree  of  credit  is, 
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therefore,  due  to  the  condudors  of  this  under- 
taking. 

The  firft  objeft  of  their  attention  was  to  en- 
gage proper  officers,  in  v/hich  they  feem  to 
have  been  peculiarly  fortunate.  Captain  Woodes 
Rogers,  the  commodore,  was  a  bold,  a6tive,  inde- 
fatigable-officer ;  firm  to  his  purpofe,  and  not 
eafily  fufceptible  of  the  adulation  that  would 
tempt  him  to  do  wrong.  He  poflefled  the  hap- 
pierf  art  of  maintaining  authority  without  rigour, 
and  of  finding  expedients  in  the  moft  difficult 
conjun61:ures. 

Captain  Stephen  Courtney  was  a  man  well 
born,  well  educated,  and  of  a  liberal  fortune. 
He  was  a  proprietor  in  the  fcheme ;  and  took  a 
ihare  in  it,  that  he  might  the  more  effectually 
fer    ;  himfclf  and  his  aflbciates. 

Captain  Thomas  Dover,  the  third  in  command, 
had  likewife  a  flake  in  the  expedition,  and  en- 
gaged in  it  from  fimilar  motives.  By  profefficn 
he  was  a  phyfician,  and,  towards  the  decline  of 
life,  made  himfelf  confpicuous  by  a  book  entitled, 
**  Dover's  lafl  Legacy  to  his  Country,"  in  which 
he  recommends  the  ufe  of  crude  mercury.  In 
temper  he  was  rough  and  unconciliating  j  but 
his  natural  difpofition,  as  it  alienated  affedion, 
Ilo  it  prevented  him  from  making  a  party  to  fup- 
port  him  in  his  ill-humours.  He  adted  as  fecond 
to  Captain  Woodes  Rogers. 

A.S  for  Captain  Edward  Cooke,  who  was  fe* 
cond  to  Captain  Courtney,  he  had  t\v'ke  been 
taken  prifoner  by  the  French,  and  now  ventured  his 
perfon  and  his  whole  fortune  on  this  expedition, 

The  pilot  in  the  larger  ihip  was  Captain  Wil- 
liam Dampier,  the  original  projector  ;  and  who, 
for  the  fourth  time,  was  about  to  vifit  the  South 
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SeaSj  where  his  name  rendered  him  formidable 
to  the  Spaniards. 

The  inferior  officers  were  fele6ted  with  care 
and  judgment  j  and  evert  fome  attention  was  paid 
to  the  inlifling  of  the  common  men^  who  were 
ftimulated  to  deferve  well,  by  a  promifed  recom- 
pence  of  thirty  pounds,  to  fuch  as  fhould  have 
the  misfortune  to  lofe  a  limb  in  the  fervice. 

Such  is  the  general  chara6ter  of  the  parties 
concerned  in  this  expedition,  of  which  we  are 
about  to  give  the  hiftory.  Nor  did  the  care  of 
the  proprietors  flop  here  ;  they  formed  a  code  of 
|»  laws  and  regulations,  for  the  ufe  of  the  officers 
and  crews  ;  the  principal  articles  of  which  were, 
that  they  fliould  keep  together  and  a6t  in  con- 
cert ;  that  they  fhould  undertake  nothing  of  con- 
fequence,  without  a  deliberation  in  a  council  of 
officers  ;  and  above  all,  that  they  fliould  mutual- 
ly aflift  each  other  in  regard  to  proviiions  and 
ftores. 

Of  this  voyage  we  have  two  accounts  publifh- 
ed  in  a  journal  form :  one  by  Captain  Rogers, 
the  other  by  Captain  Cooke.  That  of  Captain 
Rogers  we  mean  principally  to  follow ;  but, 
where  elucidation  is  neceffary,  we  fliall  blend 
them. 

After  the  requifite  preparations,  on  the  ifl  of 
Augufl  17O8,  the  Duice,  of  three  hundred  tons, 
thirty  guns,  and  one  hundred  ind  feventy  men. 
Captain  Woodes  Rogers  j  and  the  Duchefs,  of 
two  hundred  and  feventy  tons,  twenty-fix  guns, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  men,  Captain  Ste- 
phen Courtney,  failed  from  King  Road ;  both 
Ihips  being  furnifhed  with  legal  commilfions  to 
cruife  againft  the  French  and  Spaniards,  and  to 
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a6t  jointly,  as  belonging  to  the  fame  proprietors 
merchants  in  Briftol. 

Their  fir  ft  detti  nation  was  the  Cove  of  Cork, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  Gth.  Here  they  took 
in  refreihments,  changed  fome  of  the  men,  and 
inlifted  others.  They  had  double  the  number  of 
officers  ufual  in  privateers,  at  once  to  prevent 
mutinies,  and  that  they  mi^ht  be  provided  with 
a  proper  fucceffion,  in  cafe  of  mortality. 

While  they  lay  here,  with  a  laxity  of  moral 
principle,  fo  general  among  mariners,  the  crews 
formed  a  number  of  matrimonial  conne6tiong. 
Among  others,  a  Dane  was  joined,  by  a  Komiih 
prieft,  to  an  Iriiliwoman,  without  their  underftand- 
ing  a  word  of  each  other's  language,  fo  that  they 
could  only  converfe  by  an  interpreter ;  yet  this 
pair  Ihewed  more  genuine  affe6lion,  when  they 
were  about  to  feparate,  than  all  the  reft;  and 
the  man  continued  melancholy  for  fome  time. 
A  mifogunill  would  probably  afcribe  this  affec- 
tion to  the  very  caufe  that  a  common  obferver 
might  fuppofe  would  have  been  attended  with  a 
contrary  effect :  he  would  fay,  it  was  becaufe  the 
lady  could  not  offend  with  her  tongue,  and  that 
iilence,  in  the  female  fex,  is  the  beft  prefervative 
of  love. 

The  final  compltnient  of  men,  in  both  fliips, 
was  now  three  hundred  and  thirty-three,  of  I 
which  above  one-third  were  foreigners.  Having 
agreed  on  fignals,  they  fet  fail  again  on  the  ift 
of  September,  in  company  with  the  Ha  (tings 
man  of  war,  with  which  they  continued  till  the 
6th,  when  her  commander  generoufly  fupplied 
them  with  fome  necellaries,  which  had  hitherto 
been  overlooked^  without  accepting  the  lealt 
conH)enfittiQn. 

The 
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The  (hip's  crew  were  then  called  on  deck,  and 
informed  by  the  captains  of  their  real  deftination, 
and  the  nature  of  their  voyage }  in  order,  that 
they  might  exchange,  with  Captain  Paul,  any 
hands  that  were  averfe  to  To  long  and  dangerous 
a  voyage.  Only  one  man  was  diSatistied,  and  he 
afligned  this  curious  reafon,  that  he  was  fet  down 
for  a  tithingman  that  year,  and  he  was  appre- 
henfivc  his  wife  might  be  obliged  to  pay  forty 
ihillings  for  the  default.  The  poor  fellow,  how- 
ever, feeing  all  his  companions  fo  alert,  foon  for- 
got his  difficulty,  and  agreed  to  follow  their  for- 
tunes. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  10th,  they  faw 
a  fail,  to  which  they  immediately  gave  chace, 
and  about  three  in  the  afternoon  brought  her  to, 
after  two  broadfides.  From  fome  words  cafually 
dropped  by  the  men,  who  were  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
toxication, (he  was  fufpe6ted  to  have  contraband 
goods  on  board  j  but  after  a  general  fearch  and 
examination,  finding  it  would  be  difficult  to 
prove  her  a  prize,  and  being  unwilling  to  lofe 
time,  by  carrying  her  into  port,  they  difmifled 
her  without  the  leall  embezzlement.  On  this, 
the  mafter  made  Captain  Rogers  a  prefent  of  fome 
hams  and  dried  beef,  and  received  in  return  a 
dozen  of  red  ftreak  cyder.  The  fhip  Ihewed 
Swedifh  colours,  and  belonged  to  Stadt.  On 
leaving  the  Duke  and  Duchefs,  fhe  faluted  with 
i  four  guns. 

While  Captain  Rogers  was  inveftigating  the 

[nature  of  the  capture  on  board,  a  deiign  had  been 

privately  formed  by  the  boatfwain,  three  inferior 

ofHcers,  and  feveral   men  of  his   own   fhip,   to 

[make  a  prize  of  the  Swede  ;  and  upon  her  being 

kiveii  up,  they  began  to  Ihew  fy mptoms  of  dif» 

content. 
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content,  and  to  mutiny.  This  diforder  was  foon 
Hopped,  by  clapping  ten  of  the  mod  forward  in 
Irons,  difplacing  the  boatfwain^  and  giving  a  fe- 
vere  whipping  to  one  of  the  principal  fomenters 
of  the  difturbance. 

A  difpofition  of  the  fame  kind  appeared  on 
board  the  Duchefs  5  but  its  turbulence  fubfided, 
when  the  mutinous  party  on  board  theconfort| 
ihip  was  quelled. 

However,  though  thefe  mifguided  men  were  I 
fecured  from  a6tual  mifchief,  they  ft  ill  continued! 
to  inflame  their  companions,  by  reprefenting  that 
they  fuffered  in  the  caufe  of  the  crew,  who, 
therefore,  ought  to  rife  and  refcue  them.  And  to  | 
fuch  an  height  did  thi .  commotion  rife,  that 
failor  advanced  to  Captain  Rogers,  with  the  beft| 
part  of  the  ihip's  company  at  his  heels,  and  de- 
manded the  difcarded  boatfwain  out  of  cuftody.l 
The  captain  temporized,  till  having  decoyed  him 
into  a  private  conference  on  the  quarterdeck,  he| 
ordered  him  to  be  feized,  and  foundly  whipped. 

Next  day,  the  mutinous  boatfwain  wap  lent,  in  I 
irons,  on  board  the  Crown  galley,  of  Biddeford, 
which  had  kept  them  company  for  fome  days. 
The  fucceeding  day  the  prifoners  were  liberated,! 
on  their  humble  fubmiflion,  and  moft  folemn  pro- 
mifes  of  dutiful  behaviour  for  the  future.    Thel 
petty  officers,  who  had  been  implicated  in  tliel 
charge  of  mutiny,  were  reftored  to  their  com- 
mands 5  and  it  was  ftridly  enjoined  on  the  crew,! 
that  no  one  fliould  reproach  them  for  paft  mif- 
condu6t,  or  dare  to  difpbey  them.     By  this  libe- 
ral and  judicious  manner  of  proceeding,  peacel 
and  quiet  were  reftored  ;  and  the  whole  compa-f 
ny  became  active  and  obedient,  either  throughj 
gratitude  or  duty. 

,      •  E^rljl 
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Early  in  the  morning  of  the  18th,  they  efpied 
I  ihip  right  ahead,  and  in  five  hours  came  up 
with  her,  and  took  her.  She  was  a  Spaniard, 
bound  from  Teneriffe  to  Fuerteventura,  with  fe- 
Tcral  paflengers  of  both  fexes,  and  laden  with 
fundry  forts  of  goods.  Next  day  they  bore  away 
for  Oratavia  Road,  and  fent  a  deputation  to  treat 
about  ranfoming  the  velTel,  and  to  procure  wine 
and  other  refrefhments.  Mr.  Vanburgh,'  agent 
for  the  owners,  on  board  the  Duke,  accompanied 
party,  contrary  to  the  inclination  of  Captain 
Kogers. 
Soon  after,  a  boat  came  off  from  the  town, 
ith  a  letter  from  the  refident  Englifli  merchants, 
n  which  they  expoftulated  with  the  two  captains 
for  making  a  prize  of  the  bark,  alleging  that  a 
ice  trade  had  been  agreed  to  in  thofe  iiliinds, 
tween  her  majefty  Queen  Anne^and  the  Kings 
f  France  and  Spain,  which  had  been  fo  rellgi- 
ufly  obferved  by  the  latter,  that  they  had  caufed 
n  Engiilh  fhip,  captured  by  a  French  privateer, 
0  be  reftored.  The  merchants  farther  repre- 
[ented  the  danger  of  reprifals,  and  the  account 
hich  the  captors  muft  render  for  their  condudk 
thome. 

To  this  epiftle  the  captains  immediately  re- 
ined an  anfwer,  in  which  they  ftated,  that  hav« 
igno,inftru6tions  relative  to  the  Spanilh  (hips 
ading  among  th'ofe  illands,  they  could  not  think 
if  delivering  up  their  prize,  without  fome  order 
proclamation  of  her  majefty.  That  in  cafe 
r.  Vanburgh,  whom  the  merchants  had  detain- 
,  was  not  reftored,  they  would  carry  away  all 
e  Spanifh  prifoners  ;  and  if  any  detriment  was 
iprehended  to  the  Engiilh  fa6fcory,  the  mer- 
chants 
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chants  might  obviate  it^  by  ranfoming  the  bark  ^ 
and  feeking  redrefs  at  home>  if  they  conceived 
themfelves  aggrieved. 

Several  other  letters  and  explanations  paffed  i 
but  the  merchants  finding  that  the  captains  werj 
not  to  be  intimidated  by  threats,  or  awed  by  feai 
of  confequences,  at  laft  fent  off  one  of  their  num] 
ber,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Vanburgh,  togetheJ 
■with  five  butts  of  wine,  and  a  qua^i^tity  of  provi] 
lions  and  refrefhmcnts. 

Matters  being  now  in  a  train  of  accommodaj 
tion,  the  captains  caufed  the  goods  to  be  takcii 
out  of  the  prize,  and  then  fold  her  to  the  fador 
for  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  delivefe 
up  all  the  prifoners.    After  this  tranfadion, 
committee  was  held,  by  whom  the  whole  bufij 
'iiefs  was  fcrutinized,  and  unanimoully  approved] 
a  mode  of  proceeding  which  was  fteadily  purfue 
during  the  whole  voyage,  and  which  was  attend] 
ed  with  the  happieft  effe6ts. 

On  the  laft  day  of  September  they  ran  byStl 
X>ucia,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  lilands ;  and  iJ 
a  few  hours,  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  harbour  oj 
St.  Vincent.  Knowing  the  iiland  to  be  uninhal 
bited,  they  were  furprifed  to  fee  feveral  men  on 
ihore  j  and  to  folve  this  myftery.  Captain  Cookj 
j;?ioceeded  in  the  pinnace,  and  found  the  vlfitorf 
were  Portuguefe  from  St.  Anthony,  who  ha 
been  allured  to  this  fpot  to  catch  turtle. 

The  Ifland  of  St.  Lucia  furnifhes  wood  an] 
water,  hogs,  goats,  and  abundance  of  Guine 
fowl.  The  road  where  the  Ihips  lay  was  wd 
ftored  with  filh.  In  the  woods  they  obferve 
numerous  fpiders,  whofe  bodies  were  as  large  i 
walnuts^  and  their  we^s  as  ilrong  as  ordina 

thread 
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Ithreads,  Thefe  webs  being  thickly  fufpended 
flcrofs  the  paths  and  avenues^  occafioned  fome 
Idifficuhy  to  the  paffengers. 

While  they  lay  here,  new  didurbatices  broke 

Ut  among  the  crews  in  relation  to  plunder  -,  to 

lallay  which,  for  the  prefent,  and  to  prevent  a  re- 

Itarn  in  future,  new  articles  of  agreement  were 

lamed,  which  met  with  the  unanimous  approba* 

jtionof  bothihips. 

During  the  time  that  they  were  engaged  in 

reening  the  fhips,  and  in  laying  in  wood  and 
rater,  a  linguift  was  difpatched,  with  a  very  ire- 
peftful  letter,  to  the  governor  of  thefe  iflands, 
equefting  his  permiflion  to  traffic  for  refrefli- 
(lents,  as  being  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain,  and  al- 
lies of  Portugal.  Soon  after,  the  deputy  gover- 
nor, who  Was  a  negro,  came  on  board  the  Duke» 
dtha  fupply  of  hogs,  fowls,  oranges,  limes,  wa- 

/melons,  muik  melons,  tobacco,  brandy,  and 
fc  neceifaries,  for  which  he  received  an  equi- 
pent  In  prize  goods  of  fmall  intrinlic  value. 

The  captains,  delaying  their  voyage  for  fome 
pays,  on  account  of  the  linguift,  who  had  pro- 
onged  his  ftay,  at  laft  found  themfelves  obliged 
|orefolve  to  fail  without  him.  To  adopt  fuch  a 
efolution,  they  found  themfelves  the  more  in- 
[lined,  that  from  this  example  others  might  take 
earning,  who  being  fent  on  ihore,  negle6ted  to 
iomply  with  their  inftrudions>  and  to  return 
Vhea  their  buiinefs  was  ended. 

The  liland  of  St*  Lucia  is  mountainous  and 

arren,  and  the  air  is  reckoned  but  indifferent. 
)  may  probably  arife  fro^a.  its  being  overrun 

fith  woods.    Of  numbers,  hcfcwever,  who  fell 

ckhere,  none  diedi  and  all  were  relieved  by 

encfeCtion. 
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On  the  8th  of  06tober,  having  put  the  deput 
governor  on  Ihore,  where  he  was  obliged  to  take 
up  his  night's  lodging  in  a  cavern,  as  there  were 
no  habitations,  the  captains  fet  Tail  for  the  coalj 
of  Braiil.     In  this  paffage,  ^otwithftanding  all 
the  precautions  which  had  been  ufed,  new  difn 
putes  arol'e  among  the  men  5  and  after  various 
confultations,  it  was  refolved,  that  Mr.  Page] 
who  afted  as  fecond  mate  of  the  Duchefs,  fhouM 
be  removed  on  board  the  Duke,  and  another  per- 
fbn  fubdituted  in  his  room.     Captain  Cooke  was 
commillioned  to  execute  this  order  j  but  Page] 
forgetful  of  his  duty  to  his  fuperior  officer,  ftrucl 
the  captain  j  and  it  was  not  without  force,  that 
he  was  conveyed  on  board  the  Duke.    Being 
charged  with  mutiny,  he  defired  leave  to  retirej 
on  fome  private  bufinefs,  for  a  minute  or  two] 
which  being  granted,  he  took  the  opportunity  oi 
jumping  overboard,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
yeach  his  former  Ihip  5  but  bping  taken  up  and 
punifhed,  an  end  was  again  put  to  this  diffenfionJ 
Thefe  petty  fquabbles  have  frequently  an  imJ 
portant  and  fatal  influence  on  voyages  of  tiiiJ 
nature  j  and,  indeed,  without  fubordination,  ij 
is  impoiiible  to  navigate  a  fhip,  much  lefs  \a 
fight  her  to  advantage.     It  is,  therefore,  thedulyl 
of  commanders  to  be  vigilant  in  enforcing  diff 
cipline,  and  in  checking  the  firfl  appearance  ofj 
mutiny  and  tumult. 

The  praife  of  vigilant  attention  feems  jufliy 
to  belong  to  the  principals  in  tliis  expedition  J 
and  happy  was  it  for  their  employers  and  crews/ 
that  the  energy  difplayed>  was  always  equal  t^ 
the  emergency  that  gave  rife  to  it. 

It  was  the   18th  of  November  when  the 
reached  the  coalt  of  Braiil^  and  anchored  befor 
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the  Ifle  of  Grande.  Here  new  quarrels  arofe, 
and  matters  had  certainly  been  carried  to  a  dan-^ 
gcrous  pitch  on  board  the  Duchefs,  had  not  Cap- 
tain Courtney  immediately  clapped  eight  of  the 
rioters  in  irons.  This  intimidated  the  reft  -,  and, 
in  all  probability^  prevented  an  attempt  to  run 
away  with  the  fhip. 

The  ill  humours  of  the  crew,  however,  were 
not  quite  done  away.  In  a  few  days,  fome  of 
the  men  endeavoured  to  efcape  and  fecrete  them- 
felves  in  the  woods.  Two  of  them  belonging  to 
the  Duchefs  being  alarmed,  during  the  night, 
with  the  cries  of  monkeys  and  baboons,  which 
they  took  for  tigers,  were  fo  frightened  into  duty, 
that  they  plunged  into  the  water,  and  hallooed 
to  be  fetched  on  board  j  when  they  exprefled 
contrition  for  their  elopement,  and  were  ridicul'^ 
ed  tor  their  fears. 

Early  next  morning,  a  canoe  was  difcovered, 
and  hailed  to  come  on  board  j  but  her  crew  en- 
deavouring to  efcape,  made  the  £nglifh  fufpici- 
ous  of  their  deiigns  ;  and  accordingly,  the  pin- 
nace and  yawl  were  difpatched  in  purfuit  of  her. 
Before  the  canoe  could  be  brought  to,  it  was 
found  neceflary  to  fire  into  her,  by  which  an  Indian 
was  wounded.  The  owner  and  fteerfma^  proved 
to  be  a  friar,  who  had  in  his  poffeflion  a^<|uantity 
of  gold,  which  Captain  Rogers  fuppofed  lie  had 
obtained  in  the  lucrative  trade  of  confeffion  and 
abfolution.  The  wounded  Indian  was  attended 
by  the  furgeon  j  but  he  died  in  two  hours.  The 
i  friar  was  conduced  on  board  the  Duke  3  but 
I  though  he  was  hofpitably  entertained,  he  expreff- 
led  great  chagrin  at  the  lofs  of  his  gold  and  the 
death  of  his  flave,  and  threatened  to  feek  redrefs 
either  in  Portugal  or  England.    N^xt  day,  two 
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of  the  Englifli,  who  had  d.elerted,  were  taken 
find  put  in  irons,  and  the  next  day  the  Ihips  left 
this  place. 

The  liland  of  Qrande  is  an  elevated  fpot,  riling 
into  a  point  in  the  middle.     In  the  vicinity  are 
feveral  other  fmall  iflands,  or  rather  rocks,  of  a 
circular  form,  that  make  a  very  pidurefque  ap- 
pearance.   The  cove  where  Captain  Rogers  wa- 
tered afforded  good  ilielter  j  and  the  foundings 
in  the  environs  were  generally  ten  fathoms  deep. 
The  circumference    of    Grande   is  about  nine 
leagues,  and  its  whole  extent  is  woody.    Mon- 
keys and  other  wild  bealls  abound  here  j  nori 
is  there  any  deficiency  in  falutary  fruits,  fuchas 
oranges,  lemons,  and  guavas.     Beef  and  mutton 
were  found  to  be  cheap  enough,  but  in  no  great 
abundance  j  hogs  were  Hill  more  fcarce.     Cafiii- 
da  is  the  only  kind  of  bread  known  here. 

The  weather  was  delightfully  fine  during  the 
time  that  the  Ihips  remained  here  3  but  the  heat 
of  an  almoll  perpendicular  fun  was  intenfe,  and 
nearly  infupportable.  Captain  Rogers  confulted 
Nieuhoff*s  Defcription  of  Brafil,  and  found  it 
verified  by  his  own  obfervations. 

Continuing  their  voyage  to  the  foutliward, 
they  gradually  advanced  into  cold  latitudes ;  and 
the  tranfition  had  a  very  perceptible  effe6t  on  the 
health  of  the  crews.  This  induced  Rogers  to 
bear  away  for  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez, 
•which  they  could  not  find  without  fonie  difficul- 
ty, from  the  contradi6tory  manner  in  which  it  j 
had  been  laid  down  in  the  difterent  charts.  Even 
Dampieir  himfelf,  who  carried  a  map  of  the 
ifland  in  his  head,  that  v/as  found  to  correfpond 
with  the  appearance  of  the  country  in  a  wonder- 
ful degree,  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  fleer  5  and  Cap- 
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I  tain  Rogers  was,  at  laft,  obliged  to  make  the. 
niainland  of  Chili,  in  order  to  Ihike  a  more  cer- 
tain courle  to  Juan  Fernandez. 

On  the  5th  of  January  1709,  they  encounter- 
led  a  violent  ftorm,  in  which  the  Duchefs  was 
nearly  loft.     As  the  crew  were  going  to  fupper 
on  the  evening  of  that  day,  Ihe  ihipped  a  fea  at 
the  poop,  which  beat  in  all  the  cabin  windows 
jnd  bulk  head,  and  hove  the  firft  lieutenant  half 
way  between  the  decks,  with  feveral  mulkets  end 
Ipiftols  which  hung-  there,  darting  a  fword,  fuf- 
pended  from  the  bulk  head  of  the  cabin,  through 
a  hammock  and  rug  near  the  fteerage ;  and  had 
liiot  the  bulk  head  given  way,  all  who  w^ere  in 
Itlie  cabin  muft  have  inevitably  been  drowned. 
iThe  yawl  was  ftaved  to  pieces  on  deck  j  and 
Iwhen  the  violence  and  efFedt  of  this  ihock  are 
onfidered,  it  is  furprifing  that  many  were  not 
killed.    However,  they  all  efcaped  with  their 
(Ives,  and  only  one  or  two  were  wounded  j  but 
^ere  was  not  a  dry  rag  of  clothes  left  in  the 
lliip ;  the  chefts,  hammocks,  and  bedding  being 
iW  ibaked  in  water. 

On  the  15  th  they  ftood  to  the  northward,  and 
found  fmooth  water  in  the  South  Seas.  Two 
^ays  after  they  made  an  accurate  obfervation, 
thich  convinced  them  they  had  doubled  Cape 
lorn,  and  were  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Vic-» 
oiia.  The  men  now  began  to  fall  thick  with 
be  fcurvy  j  when,  to  their  great  joy,  they  came 
[cfore  Juan  Fernandez  on  the  ift  of  February. 
I  Immediately  Captain  Dover  went  off  in  the 
[innace  in  fearch  of  provilions,  and  to  find  a 
wivenient  place  for  anchorage  j  but  as  night  foon 
egan  to  fet  in,  and  darknefs  to  increafe,  the 
rews  were  a  good  deal  alarmed  for  the  fafcty  of 
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.their  companions,  by  the  appearance  of  a  f5re  on 
ihore,  which  made  them  conclude  there  were  I 
ihips  in  the  road.    Thefe  ihips  it  was  conje6tur.| 
cd  were  French  -,  and  thence  they  drew  the  na- 
tm*al  concluiion,  that  they  mull  either  be  obliged! 
to  fight  them,  or  remain  in  want  of  water  or  re- 
frefhments  on  fhore,  fo  very  defirable,  and  fo| 
very  neceflary. 

While  under  thefe  difagreeable  impreflionsJ 
they  flood  to  the  weftward,  in  order  to  fall  jn 
with  the  foutherly  winds,  and  having  paffed  the 
illand,  they  returned  again  on  a  different  tack;| 
and  inftead  of  difcovering  an  enemy,  had  the  faJ 
tisfa6tion  to  find  the  coaft  clear  in  every  diredionj 

Captain  Dover  and  his  party  having  been  pre* 
yioufly  taken  up  at  fea,  he  was  again  fent  off  inj 
the  yawl,  with  Mr.  Fry  and  fix  men  well  armedj 
Meanwhile  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  kept  plying 
to  get  in  }  but  fuch  heavy  fqualls  blew  from  the 
land,  as  forced  them  to  ufe  all  the  arts  of  fea^ 
manfhip,  to  prevent  them  from  being  driven  oi 
the  coaft. 

The  yawl  not  returning  fo  foon  as  was  expedj 
ed.  Captain  Rogers  difpatched  the  pinnace,  well 
armed,  to  learn  the  occafion  of  her  ftay,  as  hj 
l>egan  to  be  apprehenfive  that  the  Spaniard 
might  have  garrifoned  the  ifland,  and  feized  hij 
men.  He,  therefore,  ordered  a  fignal  to  be  puj 
f)ut  for  the  boat,  and  the  Duchefs  to  iliew 
French  enfign. 

In  a  Ihort  time,  however,  the  pinnace  returne 
with  a  liberal  fupply  of  crawfilh,  and  a  mail 
clothed  in  goat's  Ikins,  whofe  looks  were  as  wil 
as  his  attire  was  uncouth.  This  perfon,  wt 
will  ever  be  diftinguifhed  in  hiftorical  romancij 
hsid  been  four  years  and  four  months  on  tli 
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iiland,  being  left  there  by  Captain  Stradling, 
who  commanded  the  fliip  called  the  Cinque 
Ports,  of  which  the  ftranger  had  been  mailer. 
His  name  was  Alexander  Selkirk,  and  having 
forn^crly  failed  with  Dampier,  he  was  recom- 
mended by  that  gentleman  as  a  moft  excelleil'l 
mariner  j  and  in  confequence,  was  immediately 
put  into  the  place  of  mate  on  board  the  Duke. 
It  was  this  man  who  had  made  a  fire  the  preced- 
ing evening,  having  rightly  conjedured  that  the 
illiips  were  Englidi.  During  his  long  ftay  on" 
this  uninhabited  fpot,  he  had  obferved  feveral 
ihips  pafs  by  5  but  only  two  came  to  an  anchor* 
and  thefe  belonged  to  the  Spaniards,  from  whom 
be  with  difficulty  efcaped.  To  any  other  nation 
he  would  gladly  have  fubmitted,  that  he  might' 
once  more  have  regained  human  fociety ;  but  he 
preferredi^eath,  or  eternal  folitude,  to  the  danger 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  from 
whom^he  expefted  inftant  deftru6tion,  or  pro- 
longed mifery  in  the  mines  5  well  knowing  their 
iDioftal  averfion  to  any  foreigner,  who  was  fo  well 
lacquainted  with  the  South  Seas.  The  Spaniards, 
lit  feems,  had  landed  before  he  could  recognife 
jtheir  country,  and  approached  fo  near  as  to  flioot 
at  him.  With  iniinite  difficulty  he  tried  to 
[efcape  their  aim  and  their  purfuit.  Providenti- 
ally, however,  he  was  able  to  climb  up  a  tree  un- 
seen by  his  enemies  j  and  though  fome  of  them 

lade  water  at  the  foot  of  it,  and  killed  feveral 

?oats  clofe  by,  they  retired  without  difcovering 

lis  retreat. 

Selkirk,  happy  in  his  deliverance,  gave  an  un- 
farnillied  account  of  himfelf.  He  laid  that  he  was 

:»rn  at  Largo,  in  the  county  of  Fife,  in  Scotland, 
N  was  bred  a  iiii  lor  from  his  boy  ilh  years.  He  had 
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^cn  conneded  with  the  buccaneers,  and  had 
gone  through  many  of  the  dangers  of  that  refo- 
lute  body  of  men.  In  confequence,  however,  of 
a  difference  between  him  and  his  captain,  and 
the  veflel  in  which  he  failed  being  leaky,  he  at 
firft  was  inclined  to  remain  herej  and  after- 
wards, when  the  idea  of  folitude  preffed  lo 
llrongly  on  his  mind  as  to  overcome  perfonal  ani- 
mofity  and  private  danger,  and  he  was  delirous 
of  being  taken  on  board,  his  captain  refufed  to 
admit  him.  He  had  been  at  the  iiland  before  to 
wood  and  water,  when  two  of  the  ihip's  company 
>vere  left  on  it  for  fix  months,  till  the  ihip, 
which  had  been  chafed  from  thence  by  two 
French  South  Sea  fhips,  returned,  and  took  them 
on  board. 

When  abandoned  to  his  fate,  he  had  with  him  I 
his  clothes  and  bedding,  befides  a  firelock,  fome  j 
powder,  bullets,  and  tobacco,  a  hatchet,  a  knife, 
a  kettle,  a  bible,  fome  praftical  difcourfes,  and  a  | 
few  mathematical  books  and  inftruments.    With  i 
this  {lender  flock  of  accommodations,  he  fought  i 
provifion  and  amufement'in  the  belt  manner  he  | 
could  J  but,  for  the  firft  eight  months,  it  requir- 
ed all  his  fortitude  to  bear  up  againft  the  melan- 
choly idea  of  being  cut  off  from  human  fociety,  | 
and  left  in  fuch  a  defolate  place. 

At  length  learning  to  become  reconciled  to  I 
his  defliny,  he  fet  about  building  two  huts  of 
pimento  wood,  which  he  covered  with  long  grafs,| 
and  lined  with  the  Ikins  of  goats.  Thefe  ani- 
mals he  fliot  with  abundant  eajfe  while  his  powder  I 
lafled,  which,  however,  was  no  more  than  a] 
pound,  and  therefore  foon  exhaufted. 

He  procured  fire  by  the  violent  fri6tion  of  two! 
pieces  of  pimetito  wood  together,  on  his  knee} 

and 
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find  as  there  was  plenty  of  fuel,  he  had  thus  one 
I  eflential  comfort  always  in  his  own  power.    The 

Icfler  hut,  which  was  built  at  fome  ditthiice  from 
I  the  other,  was  ufed  as  his  kitchen  ;  in  the  large 
I  one  he  llept,  and  employed  himfelf  in  reading 

and  religious  exercifesj  fo  that  as  he  himfelf 
lobferved,  he  was  a  better  Chriftian  in  his  foli- 

tude  than  he  ever  was  before,  and  feared  fliould 
lever  be  again. 

At  firft  he  never  eat  any  thing  till  prefTed  by 
I  the  calls  of  hunger,  which   partly  arofe   from 

his  dejei^ion  of  mind,  and  partly  from  his  want 
|of  bread   and  fait ;  nor  did  he  retire  to   reft, 
he  was  able  to  watch  no  longer.     The  pi- 
Imento  wood,  which  burns  very  clear,  not  only 

fupplied  the  place  of  fire  and  candle,  but  exhili- 
|iated  his  fpirits  with  its  fragrant  odour. 

Filh  might  have  been  procured  in  great  plen- 
Ity ;  but  as  he  had  no  fait  to  cure  them,  or  to  eat 

with  them,  and  found  them  too  relaxing,  he  ab- 
Iftained  from  their  ufe.  However,  he  indulged 
Ihimfelf  in  crawlilh,  nearly  as  large  as  our  lobfters, 
Iwhich  he  found  very  good  and  falutary.  Thefe 
Ihe  fometimes  boiled,  and  at  others  broiled,  as  he 
Idid  his  goat's  fleih,  of  which  he  made  a  very  nu- 
Itritive  broth.  The  fielh  of  thefe  animals  is  not 
Jfo  rank  as  with  us.  He  kept  an  account  of  five 
|hundred  which  he  had  killed  during  his  refidence 

lere,  and  of  his  having  caught  above  as  many 

lore,  which  he  marked  on  the  ear,  and  then 

jave  them  their  liberty. 
When  Selkirk's  ammunition  failed,  he  caught 
ihe  goats  by  fwiftnefs  of  foot ;  for  being  cleared 
Wall  grofs  humours  by  the  continual  exercife  of 

(talking  and  running,  and  living  almoft  in  a  ftate 
|)f  nature  5  he  ran  with  fuch  fleetnefs  through  the 

i^oods,  and  up  the  hills  and  rocks,  that  the 
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fwifteft  goat  in  the  ifland  was  fcarcely  a  match 
for  him.  This  was  verified  by  the  perfons  on 
board  the  Duke  and  Duchefs,  who,  while  they 
ftayed  at  this  place,  employed  him  to  catch  goats  j 
and  having  a  bull  dog  fent  him  from  one  of  the 
(hips,  with  feveral  of  the  nirhblell  of  the  crew  to 
affift  him,  he  diftanced  and  tired  both  the  dog  and 
men,  caught  the  goats  by  dint  of  fuperior  fwift, 
nefs,.and  brought  them  off  on  his  back. 

He  told  them  an  anecdote  of  hirafelf,  that  his 
agility  in  piirfuing  a  goat  had  once  well  nigh 
coft  him  his  life  j  for  being  eagerly  engaged  in  the 
purfuit,  he  caught  his  prey  juft  on  the  verge  of  a 
precipice,  of  which  he  was  not  aware,  and  turn- 1 
bled  down,  together  with  it,  a  prodigious  height, 
He  was  fo  ftunned  and  bruifed  with   the  fall, 
that  he  lay  nearly  twenty-four  hours  in  a  ftate 
of  infenfibility  j  and  on  r,ecovering  his  recollect 
tion,  he  found  the  goat  dead  under  him,    He 
was  fo  much  hurt  by  this  accident,  that  he  found  I 
great  difficulty  in  crawling  to  his  hut,  which 
was  about  a  mile's  diftance  j  nor  was  he  able  to  I 
ftir  abroad  again  for  ten  days.     By  degrees  he  | 
came  to  relilh  meat  fufHciently,  without  the  ad^ 
dition  of  bread  or  fait :  perhaps  the  laft  is  an  un- 
natural and  injurious  condiment ;  and  lefs  quan^ 
titles  of  the  former  certainly  might  fuffice,  where  I 
there  is  no  reftraint  in  animal  food.     Some  of 
Dampier's  men  had  fown  a  few  turnips  on  this 
ifland,  which  had  now  overfpread  feveral  acres, 
and  yielded  a  grateful  vegetable  to  the  folitary 
lord  of  the  fpot.     From  the  cabbage  trees,  he 
derived  another  ufeful  aliment  5  and  as  he  had 
plenty  of  pimento,  or  Jamaica  pepper,  he  was  at 
no  lofs  for  a  feafoning  to  his  viands.     Here  alfo| 
b^  found  a  fpecies  of  black  pepper,  called  mala* 
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geta,  which  proved  an  excellent  carminitive^  and 
g  remedy  in  bowel  complaints. 

Selkirk  foon  wore  out  his  Ihoes  and  clothes  by 
ninning,  and  penetrating  the  tangled  woods. 
When  his  original  drefs  was  gone,  he  furniflied 
himfelf  with  a  coat  and  cap  of  goat's  Ikins,  which 
be  lb  wed  with  thongs  of  the  fame  material.  In- 
ftead  of  a  needle,  he  made  ufe  of  a  pointed  nail ; 
and  when  his  knife,  with  which  he  cut  thefe 
thongs,  was  worn  to  the  back,  he  fabricated 
others  out  of  iron  hoops  that  were  left  aihore,  by 
beating  them  (Iraight,  and  grinding  them  on 
ftones  to  fomething  like  an  edge. 

The  necellity  of  his  circumftanccs  put  him 
upon  feveral  curious  devices.  Having  fome  linen 
by  him,  he  contrived,  by  the  alliftance  of  a  nail 
and  the  worfted  of  his  old  ftockings,  to  make  it 
I  up  into  fhirts.  When  thus  providentially  difco- 
vered,  he  had  his  laft  Ihirt  on. 

Being  obliged  to  go  barefoot,  his  feet  had  ac- 
quired a  degree  of  callofity,  which  rendered  the 
ufe  of  ihoes  and  ftockings  not  only  ufelefs  but 
irkfome,  at  tirft.  Indeed,  it  was  fome  time  be- 
fore he  could  fubmit  to  wear  them,  as  his  feet 
fwelled  on  his  attempt  to  conform  himfelf  to  ori- 
ginal ufages. 

During  his  long  fequeftration  in  the  Ifland  of 
Juan  Fernandez,  he  hit  on  various  expedients  to 
relieve  the  tedioufnefs  of  time.  After  having 
overcome  the  firft  impreflions  of  melancholy,  he 
ufed  to  amufe  himfelf  with  cutting  his  name  oa 
the  trees,  and  the  dale  and  continuance  pf  his 
folitude.  At  iirft  he  was  much,  pellered  with 
rats,  which  having  been  conveyed  hither  by  fome 
European  ihips,  had  got  on  ihore,  and  increafed 
prodigioufly.    Thefe  fometimes  gnawed  his  feet 

and 
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and  clothes  while  he  flept,  which  induced  hlnjl 
to  make  friends  with  the  cats,  by  feeding  them 
liberally  with  goat's  fleili.  By  degrees  they  grew 
fo  tame,  that  he  has  been  furrounded  by  hun- 
dreds at  once ;  and  by  fiich  powerful  auxili- 
aries, he  was  foon  freed  from  the  depredations 
of  the  rats.  He  alfo  found  means  to  domefticate 
feveral  kids  j  and  t^  divert  his  languor,  would 
now  and  then  dance  and  ling  with  them  and  his 
cats  ;  fo  that  by  the  favour  of  Providence,  and  i 
the  vigour  of  youth,  being  no\.'  only  thirty  years 
old,  he  at  laft  vanquiihed  all  the  inconveniences 
of  folitude,  and  grew  reconciled  to  his  fituation. 

When  he  was  firft  taken  on  board  Captain 
Rogers's  fhip,  he  had  fo  much  forgot  his  native 
language,  from  long  difufe,  that  he  could  fcarce- 
ly  make  himfelf  intelligible.  A  dram  being  of- 
fered him,  he  declined  it  with  evident  averfion; 
for  being  habituated  to  water,  he  could  not  en^l 
dure  any  thing  of  a  fpirituous  nature  j  and,  in^ 
deed,  it  was  fometime  before  he  could  relifli  the| 
ordinary  provifions  of  the  fhip.    , 

With  regard  to  the  productions  of  the  ifland, 
he  could  make  but  a  fmall  addition  to  what 
had  been  known  before  by  Europeans.  He 
faid  there  was  a  kind  of  black  plums,  of  ex- 
cellent flavour,  but  difficult  to  be  procured,  as 
they  were  only  to  be  found  on  rocks  and  high 
mountains.  Pimento  trees,  he  obferved,  were 
very  numerous,  and  of  great  magnitude  j  and 
cotton  trees  were  ftill  of  greater  height  and  di« 
menfions. 

The  climate  is  fo  propitious,  that  the  trees 
and  grafs  preferve  a  perpetual  verdure.  The 
winter  lafts  no  longer  than  June  and  July,  and 
is  not  then  fevere.    There  is  but  little  froft  and 
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kovr  J  but  the  rains  are  fometimes  exceffively 
heavy.  The  heat  of  the  fummer  is  moderate  5 
and  there  is  not  much  thunder  or  tempefluous 
weather  of  any  fort. 

Selkirk  faw  no  venomous  or  favagc  creature 
on  his  domain}  nor  any  large  quadruped,  fave 
goats,  the  breed  of  which  had  been  fet  on  Ihore 
here  by  Juan  Fernandez,  a  Spaniard,  who,  with 
a  few  families,  attemped  to  colonize  the  illand  j 
but   afterwards   removed  to  Chili,  a  fituation 
more  lucrative  and  eligible.    The  goats,  how- 
ever, having  got  poiretfion  of  the  remote  and 
almoft  inacceflible  fpots  of  the  ifiand,  could  not 
be  diflodgedj  and  to  this  day  furniHi  fupplies 
|/orveffels  that  occafionally  vilit  the  place. 
Only  a  few  of  Selkirk's  countrymen  had  the 
uriofity  to  vilit  his  retreat  j  the  way  to  it  was 
0  rugged  and  intricate,  that  perfons,  unufed  to 
uch  feenes,  could  with  difficulty  proceed.     All, 
owever,  acknowledged  his  utility  in  facilitat- 
ng  the  bufinefs  of  wooding  and  watering,  and 
aying  in  provilions,   which  his   acquaintance 
ith  the  fpot  rendered  eafy  to  him.     He  like- 
ii'e  was  inflrumental  in  recovering  the  fick,  by 
ireding  to  a  plant,  refembling  feverfew,  of  a 
oil  grateful  and  cordial  fcent,  with  which  the 
nts  of  the  ailing  were  ftrewed,  to  their  fenfible 
mfort  and  advantage.    Several  bundles  of  this 
|lant,  being  coUeded  and  dried  in  the  fhade, 
ere  carried  on  board,  to  be  ufed  as  occaiion 
ight  require. 

Itfhouid  here  be  remarked,  what  indeed  {e\r 
e  ignorant  of,  that  when  Selkirk  came  to  Eng- 
d,  he  was  advifed  to  put  his  papers  into  th« 
nds  of  the  celebrated  Daniel  Defoe,  to  arrange 
publication)  but  that  ingenious  literary  pi- 
rate. 
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rate,  converting  the  original  materials,  bythel 
aid  of  a  luxuriant  fancy,  into  the  well  known! 
romance  of  Robinfon  Crufoe,  defrauded  Selkirk! 
of  the  emolument,  which  it  was  reafonable  to! 
fuppofe  he  might  have  reaped,  from  an  unaffeft- 
ed  narrative  of  his  folitary  Occupations  and! 
thoughts. 

But  he  has  gained  a  diftinguiflied  niche  in  the 
temple  of  Fame  5  and  while  the  Englilh  language 
lails,  the  Romance  to  which  he  gave  birth,  and 
which  will  ferve  to  recal  his  name,  muft  delighil 
and  improve  every  perfon  fufceptible  of  generoi 
imprelfions. 

To  return  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  voyage.  On 
the  3d  of  February  the  fmith's  forge  was  erefted 
on  fhore,  and  the  carpenters  fet  to  work.  Cap-I 
tain  Rogers  had  a  fmall  tent  raifed  for  himfelf 
and  the  Duchefs  had  a  large  one  for  tld 
accommodation  of  the  lick.  Some  of  thole  on 
board  were  employed  in  fupplying  the  reft  witll 
various  kinds  of  filh,  of  which  the  coaft  furnilh) 
ed  a  luxuriant  ftore.  There  were  alfo  manJ 
marine  fowls,  of  conliderable  fize,  in  the  bay] 
but  they  had  a  fiihy  tafte.  Mr.  Selkirk,  whj 
was  now  complimented  with  the  title  of  goveii 
nor,  never  failed  to  procure  two  or  three  goatj 
a  day,  for  the  relief  of  the  lick  5  by  the  help  1 
w  hich,  together  with  a  liberal  fupply  of  vegeta 
bles,  and  the  natural  falubrity  of  the  air,  th 
whole  crew  was  foon  in  a  convalefcent  ftate. 

They  employed  about  a  week  in  refitting  ti 
ihips,  and  in  laying  in  neceflaries.  During 
■period  too,  they  boiled  up  about  eighty  ga)loi| 
of  fea-lions  oil,  of  which  they  might  have  prd 
cured  feveral  tuns,  had  they  been  provided  wit[ 
veiTels.    This  oil  being  refiined  for  the  lamp 
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iapplicd  the  place  of  candles :  and  was  fome- 
times  uled  by  the  failors  inftead  of  butter  3  and 
proved  not  unpleafant. 

Seals  were  extremely  nnmerous,  and  were  pre- 
ferred by  the  fliips  companies  to  their  cuftoma* 
ly  provilions.  Indeed  fome  efteemed  the  flefh 
of  this  animal  equal  to  Englilh  lamb. 

As  they  had  received  intelligence  at  the  Ca» 
naries,  that  five  (lout  French  ihips  were  about 
to  fail  into  thefe  feas,  the  Englilh  made  all  pof- 
fible  expedition  to  convey  their  neceflaries  on 
board  3  and  on  the  13th  of  February,  a  confult- 
ation  was  held,  in  which  feveral  regulations 
were  made  for  preferving  fecrecy,  difcipline,  and 
honefly,  on  board  both  vefl'els ;  and  next  day  they 
weighed,  with  an  intention  of  lleering  for  the 
Ifland  of  Lobos  de  la  Mar  ;  having  loft  no  more 
than  two  men  on  the  Ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez* 

On  the  17th,  two  men  were  exchanged  be- 
tx'een  the  Duke  and  Duchefs,  to  fee  that  reci- 
procal juftice  was  done  j  and  to  prevent  any  jea- 
|loufy  that  might  arife  between  the  crews.  Same 
iday  they  made  land,  M'hich  they  fuppofed  was 
the  Ille  of  Pajaros  j  and  on  the  24th  they  croiTed 
the  tropic  of  Capricorn.  Here  they  faw  feve- 
ral tropic  birds,  among  which  were  boobies. 
Thefe  birds  are  about  the  fize  of  a  magpie  :  they 
|arehigh  fliers,  and  fubfift  chiefly  on  filh. 

A  few  day!?- after,  the  pinnaces  were  hoifled 
linto  the  water>  to  try  them  under  fail,  with  a 
fmall  gun  fixed  in  each.  It  was  intended  to  ufe 
Ithem  as  fmall  privateers,  aud  it  was  found  they 
Iperformed  to  expe6tation. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  the  weather  was  ex- 
[tremely  hot.  This  day  they  faw  feveral  trees 
ind  pieces  of  wood  floating  in  tlie  water,  with 
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many  weeds,  on  which  abundance  of  fea-krkj 
were  perched.  Captain  Cooke  lliot  fome  of  them, 
as  al(o  a  feal,  which  immediately  funk.  With 
the  fizgig,  they  ftruck  a  very  large  fifn-fifli  j  but 
it  efcaped  at  laft  from  their  purfuit.  Here  they 
faw  feveral  flying  fiih,  which  darted  fometlmes 
as  tar  as  a  gun  ihot  before  they  dropped  in  the 
water.  They  feemed  to  be  much  perfecuted  by 
their  enemies  the  dolphins,  which,  fwimming 
with  great  velocity,  frequently  catch  them, 
when  exhaufted,  on  the  furface  of  the  fea. 

The  nights  foon  became  very  cold,  confidering 
the  latitude  j  nor  were  the  days  fo  hot  as  might 
have  been  expe6ted  in  a  climate  where  it  never 
rains.  The  no6turnal  dews,  however,  compen- 
fate  this  deficiency,  though  the  air  is  generally 
ferene. 

On  the  15  th  they  took  a  fmall  veflel  bound 
from  Guiaquil  to  Cheripc,  to  load  for  flour :  ihe 
had  been  out  fixteen  days.  The  mafter  and  crew 
were  Indians,  and  flie  had  only  one  Spanilh  paf- 
fenger  on  board.  She  contained  nothing  of| 
any  value  fave  about  fifty  pounds  in  money.  On 
enquiring  after  news,  they  were  informed,  that 
all  the  French  fliips  had  departed  for  Europe  j 
fome  months  before ;  and  that  for  llrong  reafons  | 
they  were  to  be  allowed  to  trade  there  no  more. 
It  was  added,  that  the  Spaniards  had  contradcd 
fuch  an  averfion  to  the  French,  that  they  had 
killed  many  of  them  at  Callao  y  and  animofities 
ran  fo  high,  between  the  two  nations,  that,  for 
fome  time  before  the  natives  of  France  left  the 
coafl:,  it  was  found  expedient  to  debar  them  froin| 
the  privilege  of  going  on  Ihore. 

The  prilbners  alfo  alTured  the  Englifli,  thatno] 
enemies  had  Ue6n  in  tliofe  feas  fiace  the  depart- 
ure! 
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tire  of  Captain  Dampier,  about  four  years  before ; 
and  that  Captain  Stradling's  Ihip,  the  Cinque 
Ports,  who^was  Dampier's  confort,  foundered  on 
thecoaft  of  Barbacom,  where  only  he  and  about 
fix  or  feven  of  his  men  were  faved.  Thefe  being 
taken  captives,  were- fen t  to  Lima,  where  they 
had  been  detained  ever  iince }  f^o  that  Selkirk, 
ompared  to  them,  might  have  thought  himfelf 
iippy  in  his  folitude  at  Juan  Fernandez. 

Having  manned  the  prize  with  Englifh  failors, 
they  proceeded  for  Lobos ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  information  received  from  the  crew 
of  the  captured  veffel,  the  fliips  probably  would 
have  been  endangered  by  attempting  to  run  over 
the  ftioals  that  lie  between  the  illand  and  the 
i  main. 

On  the  17th,  however,  they  came  to  an  an- 
chor, between  the  two  Iflands  of  Lobos  de  la 
I  Mar;  and  next  day,  prepared  to  fit  out  the 
prize  as  a  cruifer,  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Stratton,  giving  her  the  appropriate  appellation 
of,  the  Beginning.  By  the  20th  ihc  was  ftored 
with  provifions,  and  manned  with  thirty-two 
men ;  after  which,'  flie  put  to  fea,  together  with 
the  Duchefs.  In  a  few  days  the  Duchefs  brought 
in  another  prize,  of  fifty  tons  burden,  with  a  car- 
goof  timber,  fome  cocoa  nuts,  and  tobacco,  which 
[jaft  was  diftributed  equally  among  the  crews. 

This  new  prize  was  called  the  Increafe  j  and 
[being  cleaned  and  refitted,  the  fick  were  tran- 
Ifported  on  board  her,  under  the  care  of  the  fur- 
jgeon  and  Mr.  Selkirk,  who  a6ted  as  mafler. 

The  Iflands  of  Lobos  de  la  Mar,  where  they 
lay,  are  fo  called,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  Lobos 
k  la  Tarra.  They  are  about  fix  miles  long,  and 
fgrty  eight  from  the  continent;  and  aflforcl  nei- 
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ther  wood,  water,  or  vegetables.  The  foil  U  a 
fteril  white  clay,  mixed  with  fand  and  rocks, 
and  feveral  veins  of  flate.  Ships,  however,  find 
fafe  anchorage  here,  in  about  twenty  fathoms 
water. 

Carrion  crows  almoft  cover  the  fpot,  which 
Captain  Cooke,  at  landing,  taking  for  turkeys, I 
felicitated  himfelf  at  the  fight,  and  hoped  to 
fare  deliciouily.  So  eager  was  he  to  enjoy  this 
fancied  favourite  food,  that  he  leaped  into  the 
water  with  liis  gun,  before  the  boat  could  land 
him  J  and  getting  near  to  two  of  them,  that  were  I 
fitting  on  a  rock,  brought  them  down  at  once. 
But  judge  his  difappointment,  and  the  ridicule 
to  which  he  was  expofed,  when,  coming  up  to 
feize  his  game,  he  found  it  ftunk  infufferably; 
and  that  the  feaft  he  had  promifed  himfelf  had| 
furnifhed  only  a  jeft  againft  him. 

In  thefe  illands  are  likewile  penguins,  peli'l 
cans,  and  boobies,  and  a  fort  of  duck,  that  bur- 
rows in  the  ground*.  The  fhips  crew  procured 
immenfe  quantities  of  thefe  laft,  and  praifed| 
them  as  being  delicious  food.  They  found  abun- 
dance of  bulruilies  and  empty  jars,  which  hadl 
been  left  by  the  Spanifli  fifhermen  j  for  all  over 
this  coaft,  jars  are  ufed  inftead  of  caiks,  asthe| 
receptacles  of  oil,  wine,  and  other  fluids. 

The  Illes  of  Lobos  alfo  afforded  fome  fea-lions,| 
and  abund.mce  of  feals,  much  larger  than  thofc 
at  Juan  Fernandez ;  but  lefs  valuable  for  their 
furs.  Several  of  thefe  were  killed  for  the  fake 
of  their  livers  -,  but  a  Spaniard,  who  was  on  board,| 
dying  fuddenly  after  this  kind  of  repafl,  the  offi- 
cers interdided  the  ufe  of  this  fuppofed  delicacH 
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m  future.  Indeed  the  prifoners  accounted  all 
feal  fieih,  particularly  if  old,  very  unfriendly  to 
the  human  conftitution. 

The  wind,  which  always  blew  frefli  over  land, 
brought  a  very  noifome  and  ofFenfive  fmell  from 
the  feals  on  iliore,  which  gave  feveral  perfons  a 
violent  headach  j  though  they  had  never  perceiv- 
ed the  fame  effluvia  nor  etFe6ts  from  the  feals  on 
the  Ihores  ot  Juan  Fernandez. 

The  captains  were  informed  by  their  prifoners, 
that  it  was  believed,  the  widow  of  the  late  vice- 
roy of  Peru  would  fliortly  cmbarlv,for  Acapulco, 
with  her  family  and  richesj  and  Hop  at  Paita  to 
refrelh,  or  fail  within  fight  of  it.  She  was  to  be 
conveyed  by  a  king's  fliip  of  thirty-fix  guns.  They 
farther  faid,  that  about  eight  months  before,  a 
Ihip,  with  two  hundred  thouHmd  pieces  of 
eight,  and  a  dignitary  of  the  church,  with  much 
plate  on  board,  befides  a  cargoe  of  flour  and  li- 
quors, had  palfed  by  Paita  for  Acnpulco.  They 
alio  added,  that  one  Signior  Morel  was  left  at 
Paita,  in  a  ftou  tlhip,  laden  with  dry  goods ;  that 
he  was  bound  for  Lima  ;  and  that  a  ihip,  richly 
kdeii,  was  expefted  in  a  few  days,  from  Panama, 
On  receiving  this  interefting  intelligence,  the 
Englilh  refolved  to  fpend  as  much  time  as  pofli- 
ble  in  the  vicinity  of  Paita,  but  to  remain  as 
much  as  they  could  in  fecrecy. 

While  they  lay  here,  they  obferved  a  pheno- 
menon, which  fuperftition  has  often  converted 
jinto  an  engi^^c  of  terror.  The  fea  aifumed  the 
colour  of  blood;  and  this,  upon  inveftigation, 
they  afcribed  to  the  real  caiife,  the  quantity  of 
fpawn  which  fwam  on  its  furface. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  they  took  a  prize,  which 
[proved  to  be  the  Ihip  afore  mentioned^  command- 
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cd  by  SIgnior  Morel,  and  his  brother,  of  about 
three  hundred  tons  burden.  She  was  deeply  la- 
den with  dry  goods ;  and,  exclufive  of  her  car- 
goe,  had  fifty  negroes  on  board,  and  many  paf- 
fengers  from  Panama  to  Lima,  with  an  ample 
ftock  of  frelh  provifions.  The  command  of  this 
veiTel  was  given  to  Mr.  Fry,  the  captor. 

The  fubfequent  day;  the  Beginning  took  a 
prize  of  about  fifty  tons,  laden  with  timber,  be- 
fides  fome  money  and  plate.  By  this  veffel,  in- 
formation was  received,  that  the  ecclefiaftic,  al- 
ready mentioned,  was  coming  by  fea  from  Pa- 
nama to  Lima ;  on  which  news  the  cruifers  were 
ftationed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  feemed  moft  like- 
ly to  intercept  the  expedted  fail. 

About  this  period  fome  difputes  broke  out 
among  the  fuperiors  in  the  expedition,  and  Mr, 
Vanburgh  was  removed  from  the  council.  This 
difagreement  was  the  more  to  be  lamented,  as 
feveral  plans  of  importance  were  in  agitation. 
In  particular,  a  refolution  had  been  taken  to  at- 
tempt the  town  of  Guiaquil ;  in  order  to  which, 
it  was  determined  to  fend  the  Duke  and  the  Be- 
ginning to  Paita,  each  for  a  feparate  purpofe. 

Several   confultations  were  afterwards  held, 
and  circumftances  being  duly  weighed,  the  con- 
queft  of  Guiaquil  was  finally  refolved  on  j  and 
inftrudions  drawn  up  to  regulate  the  condudof  | 
the  commanders  in  the  enterprife. 

On  the  12th  of  April,  it  was  fettled  in  another 
committee,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  fend 
the  Beginning  into  Paita,  as  had  been  originally 
intended,  forfear  of  a  difcovery  :  but  the  refolu- 
tion of  attacking  Guiaquil  was  ftill  adhered  to,  j 
This  enterprife  was  to  be  conduded  by  Captains 
Eogers,  Courtney^  and  Dover  -,  the  ^*fl  to  com- 
mand I 
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ward  feventy  one  officers  and  failors:  the  fe- 
cond  to  head  feventy  three  men  j  and  the  third 
to  have  feventy  marines  under  his  direftion. 
Dampier  was  to  command  the  artillery,  with  a 
referve  of  twenty-two  men ;  Captain  Cooke  was 
to  command  the  Duchefs  with  forty-two  men; 
and  Captain  Fry  the  Duke  with  forty  men.  The 
blacks,  Indians,  and  prifoners^  amounted  to 
about  two  hundred  more. 

On  the  J 3th  they  approached  Cape  Blanco; 
when  a  committee  being  fummoned,  it  was 
agreed,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  and 
men,  that  all  gold  rings,  buttons,  and  buckles, 
bedding,  wearing  apparel,  and  all  forts  of  arms, 
except  great  guns,  fhould  be  allowed  as  plunder, 
to  be  equally  divided  among  the  men,  on  board 
or  on  fliore,  according  to  their  refpective  quo- 
tas; and  that  all  wrought  gold  or  iilver,  cruci- 
fixes, and  watches,  found  among  the  prifoners, 
ihould  alfo  be  deemed  plunder :  except  coined 
money,  ear-rings,  loofe  diamonds,  pearls,  and 
precious  ftones  5  and  that  none  fhould  privately 
retain  any  fpoils,  but  bring  them  to  the  public 
idepot,  where  a  regifter  was  to  be  kept,  for  thq 
fatisfa6tion  of  all  concerned.  It  was  farther  de- 
clared, that  whoever  lliould  commit  any  diforder 
on  iliorCj  difobey  command,  quit  their  poft,  or 
behave  with  cowardice,  fhould  be  feverely  pu- 
niftied ;  befides  being  mul6ted  to  the  full  amount 
(Df  what  they  might  expe^  from  the  plunder. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  they  faw  a 
fail  near  the  fhore ;  and  having  little  wind,  the 
Dake*s  boat,  commanded  by  Captain  Fry,  and 
the  Duchefs's  by  Captain  Cooke,  rowed  off,  to 
loeet  hejTi  in  ^uch  halte^  that  neither  had  taken 
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in  her  full  complement  of  men  nor  giins.  In 
fa6t,  they  had  only  ten  mulkets,  four  pillols,  and 
a  fmall  quantity  of  ammunition  on  board,  and  not 
a  drop  of  water.  The  event  of  fuch  a  precipi- 
tate undertaking  may  eafily  be  conje6tiired. 
They  rowed  very  hard  for  fix  leagues,  to  come  up 
with  lier  J  and  on  the  Duke's  boat  nearing  her, 
llie  put  out  Spanifh  colours,  and  fired  a  gun, 
The  Dukes  boat  then  lay  by  for  her  con  fort  to 
come  up.  Soon  after,  the  difpute  became  hot, 
and  continued  fo  for  a  long  fpace;  the  boats 
keeping  up  a  conftant  fire,  arid  the  enemy  an- 
fwering  it  with  vigour.  In  this  unequal  contcft. 
Captain  Rogers's  brother  and  another  perfon  were 
killed,  and  three  wounded  in  both  boats. 

At  length  the  Duke's  boat,  finding  the  at- 
tempt too  arduous,  bore  away,  and  was  foon 
followed  by  the  other  j  but  Captain  Fry,  putting 
fome  of  his  men  on  board  the  DuchelVs  boat, 
with  a  fupply  of  powder  and  Ihot,  Captain 
Cooke  was  animated  with  new  refolutionj  and 
attacked  the  enemy  again  j  and  at  laft,  the  Ihips 
coming  up,  fhe  was  compelled  to  ftrikc.  The 
men  begged  for  good  quarter  j  and  were  promif- 
ed  all  cuftomary  indulgencies.  This  was  the 
Ihip  which  had  been  fo  long  expe6ted.  She  was 
French  built,  and  was  intended  for  a  man  of 
war.  She  had  feventy  blacks  and  many  paflen- 
gers  on  board,  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
pearls.  The  chief  lading  was  bale  goods.  The 
dignitary  had  been  fet  on  ihore,  at  Point  St.  He- 
lena, with  the  principal  part  of  his  treafure. 

This  fliip  was  capable  of  carrying  twenty-four 
guns,  but  had  no  more  than  fix  mounted. 
Among  the  paffengers  were  fome  opulent  mer- 
chants of  Lima.     Captain  Cooke  took  pofTelFion 
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of  this  prize,  diflributing  the  prifoners  among 
the  other  Ihips. 

Every  thing  being  prepared,  on  the  17th,  the 
party  appointed  /to  make  a  defcent  on  Guiaquil, 
went  on  board  the  two  barks  j  when  Captain 
Cooke  was  fent  for  on  board  the  Duchefs,  and 
Captain  Fry  to  the  Duke,  to  take  care  of  the 
iliips,  prizes,  and  prifoners,  which  were  to  keep 
at  a  convenient  dillance  from  the  barks,  to  pre- 
vent their  being  difcovered  by  the  enemy.  Af- 
ter this.  Captain  Rogers  and  Captain  Courtney, 
with  the  barks  under  their  command,  came  to  an 
anchor  off  Punta  Arena  j  then  taking  to  their 
boats,  with  forty  men,  they  made  for  Puna,  a 
fwampy  ifland  covered  with  mangroves  j  and. 
took  their  ftation  next  morning  clofe  under  the 
bnd,  that  they  might  not  be  feen  from  the 
town. 

The  (hip,  coming  up  towards  evening,  the 
boats  weighed,  and  came  again  to  a  grappling* 
within  half  a  mile  of  the  fcene  of  action  j  and 
lay  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  refemble  drift  timber 
on  the  water.  On  this  occaiion  a  difpute  arofe 
among  the  officers  about  their  future  operations, 
and  words  ran  fo  high,  as  to  reach  the  Spani- 
ards on  fhore  5  but  fortunately  they  did  not  un- 
derfland  the  language  they  heard,  and  were  too 
much  intimidated  to  fpread  an  effectual  alarm. 

About  four  next  morning,  the  boats  came 
clofe  up  with  Puna,  where  they  fecured  all  the 
canoes  and  log  boats,  and  feized  the  governor 
of  the  town  with  about  twenty  of  the  inhabit ' 
ants,  from  whom  they  had  the  pleafure  to  learn, 
that  no  alarm  had  been  communicated  to  Guia- 
quilj  thofe  who  had  fled  from  Puna,  thinking 
only  of  their  own  fecurity  by  flying  to  the  woods. 

In 
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In  this  place,  however,  they  found  a  paper,  a 
copy  of  which  had  been  dillributed  all  along 
the  coafl,  conveying  the  intelligence  that  Dam- 
pier  Nvas  again  in  thofe  feas.  This  ftimulatcd 
the  Englifli  to'haften  their  defigns  before  aflift- 
ance  (hoiild  arrive  from  Lima ;  which,  indeed, 
they  did  not  apprehend  was  poffible  in  the  (liort 
time  that  was  required  for  the  completion  of  their 
plan. 

April  2 1  ft,  the  Beginning  was  fent  ahead  to- 
wards Punta  Arena,  where  Ihe  found  an  empty 
veffel  riding  clofe  under  the  point.  She  was 
fent  to  take  in  a  lading  of  fait;  but  the  crew 
feeing  the  Englilh  approach,  thought  proper  to 
abandon  her  to  their  mercy. 

The  apprehenfions  of  deteftion  "being  now  en- 
tirely removed,  the  barks  and  boats  rowed  for 
the  town  of  Guiaquil ;  and  at  eleven  at  night 
faw  a  lighty  which  determined  them  to  proceed 
with  lilent  caution.  When  they  were  within 
a  mile  of  the  town,  they  heard  one  fentinel  call 
to  another,  talk  fome  time,  and  order  foraething 
refpe6ting  fire. 

Perceiving  that  they  were  difcovered,  thcj 
rowed  over  to  the  other  fide ;  and  loon  law  ma- 
ny lights  all  over  the  town,  and  by  the  water 
fide.  They  heard  the  alarm  bell  ring,  feveral 
volleys  fired,  and  a  beacon  lighted  up,  to  aa- 
jiounce  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 

On  this  a  council  was  held  in  one  of  the  boats, 
to  refolve  whether  they  lliould  land  immediately, 
or  wait  the  return  of  day.  The  officers  dif- 
fering in  their  opinions,  it  was  ultimately  agreed, 
that,  fince  they  did  not  know  the  ground,  and 
the  barks  and  artillery  were  not  come  up,  it 
would  be  advifable  to  wait  till  light.  Mean- 
while, 
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while,  they  fell  down  the  river  a  little  way,  to 
join  the  reft  of  the  armanaent,  and  were  fainted 
with  feme  random  lliot,  which  at  firft  they 
thought  procet'ded  from  the  Spaniards  ranged  on 
the  fliorc. 

At  day  break,  they  difcovered  one  of  the  bnr3vs 
at  anchor,  dole  under  the  Ihorc  ■  and  the  other 
coming  up  with  tho  flood,  the  forces  all  joined, 
A  council  being  held  in  the  pinnace,  tiiey  now 
proceeded  up  the  river,  and  fent  a  flag  of  truce, 
accompanied  by  the  captain  of  the  laft  prize,  and 
the  governor  of  Puna,  iQ  the  corregidor,  or  mayor 
of  the  town. 

When  the  deputation  waited  on  this  officer, 
he  alked  the  number  and  force  of  the  Engliih, 
which  the^y  took  care  to  magnify.  The  corregidor 
obferved,  that  they  were  boys  and  not  men  j  but 
the  captain  of  the  prize,  informing  him  that  he 
would  find  they  were  meri,  as  they  had  fought 
him  bravely  in  their  open  boats,  though  he  had 
I  killed  one  of  the  commander's  brothers,  and 
wounded  feveral  others,  advifed  him  to  agree  to 
ranlbm  the  town  j  adding,  that  though  he  coruld 
I  command  a  force  of  three  thoufand  men,  it 
would  be  ineffectual  to  fave  him*  The  corregi- 
dor coolly  replied  to  this  vaunt,  *'  my  horfe  is 
I  ready." 

On  the  23d,  the  barks  being  towed  clofe  up 

I  before  the  town,  the  pinnace  went  in  purfuit  of 

fome  veflels,  and  brought  iix  of  them  to  an  an- 

[  chor  clofe  by  the  barks.     They   alfo  took  polfef- 

fion  of  two  new  Ihips,  ot  about  four  hundred 

[tons-each.     After  this,  another  flag  of  truce  was 

jdifpatched  to  the  town  j  and  in  a  fliort  time  the 

governor  came  on  board  one  of  the  prizes,  to 

|ueat  about  the  ranfom  of  the  town  and  ihipping, 

2  .  and 
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and  to  purchafe  the  negroes  and  goods;    For  the 
latter  he  offered  one  hundred  and  forty  pieces  of  i 
eight  per  bale. 

Having  opened  the  negotiation,  he  defired  to 
return,  in  order  to  prevail  on  the  principal  inha- 
bitants to  accede  to  the  tanfom  5  promifing  to  re- 
turn by  feven'  in  the  evening ;  but  he  failed  in 
his  appointment.  Meanwhile  the  boats  proceed- 
ed up  the  river,  in  queft  of  more  fhips,  but  they 
could  not  find  any.  However,  they  captured 
fome  canoes  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  plate  on 
board. 

Towards  midnight,  the  fentinel  hailed  a  boat 
which  brought  a  melTenger  from  the  corregidor, 
and  a  prefent,  conlifting  of  two  bags  of  flour, 
two  flieep,  and  two  hogs  already  killed;  two  jars  of  | 
wine,  and  two  of  brandy ;  afluring  the  Englifh, 
that  the  corregidor  would  have  been  pundual 
to  his  appointment,  had  not  one  of  the  principal 
merchants  been  abfent ;  but  that  he  would  cer- 
tainly be  with  them  by  feven  in  the  morning; 
and  begged  they  would  coniider  him  as  a  man  of 
honour.  The  commanders  returned  their  com- 
pliments to  the  municipal  officer,  and  their  I 
thanks  for  his  prefent ;  and  deiired  that  he  might 
be  informed  that  they  hoped  he  would  convince 
them  of  his  honourable  condu6t,  by  meeting 
them  at  the  appointed  time  3  otherwife  the  treaty  | 
would  be  at  an  end. 

About  feven  in  the  morning,  a  flag  of  truccl 
was  difcovered  flying  on  board  one  of  the  new 
fhips ;  when  manning  the  pinnace,  the  captains | 
fent  their  linguift  with  a  proraife,  that  if  the  cor- 
regidor would  come  on  board  the  prize,  he  I 
ihould  have  a  fafe  condu6t.  On  this  he  ventur- 
ed with  three  perfons  in  his  train.     The  two  I 
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[barks  were  then  ordered  clofe  under  the  fhore, 
next  the  principal  buildings  in  the  town,  and 
every  preparrtion  was  made  for  landing,  in  cafe 
I  the  treaty  fbould  be  broken  off. 

The  captains  began  by  demanding  fifty  thou* 

Ifand  pieces  of  eight,  as  the  ranfom  for  the  town 

andihipping  }  belides  which,  the  governor  Ihould 

I  be  obliged  to  buy  oif  the  negroes  and  goods  which 

[had  been  captured,  at  certain  flipulated  prices, 

within  the  fpace  of  nine  days.    To  the  latter 

propofal,  the  Spaniards  readily  acceded,  and  of- 

i  fered  to  leave  two  hoftages  for  the  fulfilment  of 

[the conditions:  but  refufed  to  give  the  fum  de- 

[manded  for  the  town  and  Ihips,  alleging,  that 

they  had  a  fufficient  force  to  prote6t  them. 

The  commanders  perceiving  that  the  corregi- 
I  dor  was  anxious  to  gain  time  by  protra6ting  the 
negotiation,  peremptorily  told  him,  that  if  their 
demands  were  not  complied  with  immediately, 
they  would  fet  the  town  and  fliips  in  a  blaze  be- 
I  fore  night. 

At  laft  the  corregidor  and  his  attendants  agreed 
j to  buy  the  cargoes,  and  to  give  hoftages  for  the 
payment  of  forty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  for  the 
fafety  of  the  town  and  Ihipping;  but  being 
averie  to  fign  this  agreement  till  it  fliould  be 
confirmed  by  the  principal  perfons  on  fhore,  and 
•an  Indian  coming  off  to  inform  the  corregidor, 
that  his  men  were  ready  to  begin  the  attack,  in 
cafe  he  had  not  been  able  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment, it  was  propofed  to  feize  him,  for  this  fup- 
pofed  duplicity  of  condu6t.  But  claiming  the 
[privilege  of  the  fj^ag  of  truce,  and  the  promife 
that  was  made  him  of  a  fafe  return,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  depart ;  and  an  hour's  time  given  him 
to  determine  iu  this  important  chfi»> 
Vol.  m.  T  Several 
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Several  attempts  being  made  in  rain  to  effec- 
tuate a  treaty,  the  Englilh  towed  nearer  the  ihore  I 
with  the  union  jack  at  their  top-maft  heads.    Atl 
four  in  the  afternoon  they  landed,  and  iiring  oij 
their  knees,  at  the  brink  of  the  land,  again  load-l 
ed,  and  advanced  with  ah  impetuolity,  that  putl 
the  Spaniards  to  flight,  after  they  had  difchargedl 
one  volley.     The  Englifli,  prelTnig  forward,  pur- 
fued  thein  with  amazing  intrepidity ;    and  oal 
gaining  the  ftreets,  faw  four  guns  ready  to  open  onl 
them,   before  a  fpacious  church.      No  fooner,! 
however,  did  they  come  in  fight  of  this  battery,! 
than  the  Spaniih  horfe  retired  in  precipitation.! 
Captain  Rogers,  animating  his  men  to  feize  the! 
guns,  advanced,  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  party,! 
within  piftol  ihot,  and  fo  intimidated  the  enemy 
by  the  refolution  he  difplayed,  that  after  one  ge- 
neral difcharge,  they  all  fled,  except  an  Irifli  gun- 
ner, who  remained  at  his  poll  till  covered  witi 
wounds,  of  which  he  afterwards  died. 

A  ftrong  body  of  the  afiTailants  now  coming  up 
under  the  command  of  Captains  Courtney  anc 
.Dover,  the  commander  in  chief  was  enabled  tc 
fecure  the  pofl:  he  had  fo  bravely  gained  j  and 
took  pofTeflion  of  the  churchy  where  he  found 
about  a  dozen  prifoners. 

It  is  worthy  remark  that,  from  the  time  ol| 
landing  till  the  feizing  of  the  guns  and  taking 
polfeflion  of  the  church,  not  more  than  half  an 
hour  elapfcd.  Such  rapid  movements  werd 
enough  to  flrike  a  panic  into  a  braver  foe.  Thq 
guns  were  now  turned  againft  the  Spaniards! 
and  Danipier  took  charge  of  them  with  a  bodyol 
twenty-five  men.  In  a  fliort  time,  the  townwaj 
evacuated  J  however,  it  was  thought  prudent  t(f 
&rc  a  few  houfes  fronting  the  church;  becauiij 
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I'm  this  quarter  there  was  a  hill  and  thick  woods, 
under  cover  df  which  the  Spaniards  might  annoy 
theguanj.  And  indeed  they  kept  up  an  irregu- 
lar and  inefFe6lual  fire  all  night  at  the  fentinels^ 
and'feveral  parties  of^horfe  and  foot  made  their 
appearance,  but  dared  not  make  any  attemptsf. 
The  houfes  continued  burning  all  night  and  part 
of  the  next  day.  Still,  however,  it  was  not  the 
wifh  of  the  Engliili  to  make  a  general  conflagra- 
Ition. 

While  thefe  things  were  tranfading  in  the 
I  town,  the  Duchefs's  pinnace  with  twenty-two 
men,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Connelly,  pro- 
ceeding up  the  river,  landed  at  every  houfe,  and 
fecured  all  the  plate  and  valuables  they- could 
find.  They  had  fome  ikirmifhes  with  the  ene- 
I  my,  who  avoided  coming  to  any  decilive  a6tion. 

The  houfes  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  this  par- 
ity found  crowded  with  women.  In  one,  above  a 
dozen  well  drelfed  young  ladies  were  affembled, 
from  whom  they  took  feveral  gold  chains  and 
car-rings  j  but  behaved  with  fuch  decent  propri- 
ety, that  thefe  females  offered  to  drefs  provifions 
for  them,  and  brought  them  a  caik  of  excellent 
liquor.  Thefe,  ladies,  however,  had  contrived  to 
fecrete  fome  of  their  moft  valuable  chains,  by  faf- 
tening  tnern  round  their  waifls,  legs,  and  thighs, 
which  being  perceived,  the  linguift  was  defired  to 
inform  them  that  it  was  expected  they  would 
part  with  thefe  ornaments,  but  that  no  indecent 
I  violence  would  be  ufed. 

On  the  return  of  Connelly's  party  down  the 
inver,  they  called  at  the  fame  houfe  again, 
where  the  ladies  exprefled  no  uneafinefs  or 
Ifurprife,  but  fupplied  them  with  provifions,  In 
jtheir  progrefs  they  had  taken  a  large  empty  bark, 

T  2  which 
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which  they  abandoqed*:  This  excurfion  ncated 
about  one  thoufand  pound  in  gold  chains,  ear- 
rings, "tod  plate ;  and  had  two  boats  been  en<rao-, 
cd  in  it,  tbey  might  have  doubled  that  fum^  fori 
while  they  were  plundering  the  houfes  on  one 
fide  of  tlie  river,  they  oblCTved  thofe  on  the  on- 
polite  /hore,  carrying  off  their  moft  valuable  fub- 
ftance,  which  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  pre- 
vent.  They  alio  informed  Captain  Rogers,  that 
in  their  courfe  they  had  oblerved  a  conlidcrable 
number  of  horle  and  f(X)t  well  armed  j  from 
which  they  conje6tured  that  ihe  enemy,  under 
pretence  of  negotiating,  were  only  endeavouring 
to  gain  time  till  they  could  overpower  them  with 
numbers.  On  this  it  was  agreed  that,  to  prevent 
furprife,  the  Englilh  were  to  aflemble  in  a  body 
on  €very  alarm. 

.  On  the  24th  Captain  Dover  kept  guard  all  day, 
and  the  Englilh  colours  dreamed  on  the  towers 
of  the  church  ;  while  Captains  Rogers  and  Court- 
ney were  employed  in  conveying  the  moft  ufefulj 
articles  to  the  waterlide.  Same  day  the  Gover- 
nor of  Puna,  with  another  prifoner,  wasdifpatch- 
ed  with  new  offers  for  ranioming  the  town  -,  butl 
returned  in  the  evening  with  an  ambiguous  an-| 
fwer. 

Next  day  they  were  informed  that  the  enemjrl 
were  defcending  the  hill,  on  which  the  alannl 
was  given,  and  part  of  the  men  being  left  with! 
the  guns.  Captains  Rogers  and  Courtney  joiningj 
their  forces,  which  did  not  exceed  feventy  men, 
advanced  to  the  attack  j  on  which  the  Spaniards] 
again  retired  within  the  woods.     The  two  cap- 
tains, however,  difagreeing  about  the  propriety| 
of  keeping  pofleflion  of  that  quarter  of  the  town, 
marched  back>  carrying  with  them  fomc  of  thel 

moil 
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Uoft  valuable  effeds,  which  were  depofited  iu 
[the  barks. 

The  following  day,  a  deputation  arrived  from 
|the  corregidqr,  with  an  oiFer  of  thirty  thoufand 
pieces  of  eight,  as  awanfom  for  the  town  and 
ihipping,  to  be  paid  in  twelve  days.  This  delay 
the  captains  could  not  accede  to,  particularly  as 
they  were  apprized  that  the  enemy  had  di  (patch- 
ed an  exprefs  to  Lima,  to  expedite  the  expe6ted 
fiiccours.  The  Spaniards  ttili  fhewed  themfelves 
tliick  in  the  woods,  and  fometimes  ventured  out, 
|to  commence  an  attack  ;  but  always  retired  after 
la  fingle  difcharge.  Meanwhile  provifions  and 
valuables  continued  to  be  Ihipped  off  from  the 
Itown  J  and  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
Iftrengthen  the  guard,  where  the  cannon  were 
Imounted.  At  night,  a  ftrong  party  occupied 
the  church,  round  which  fentinels  were  placed  at 
Ifraall  diftances,  to  be  ready  to  communicate  with 
Ithemain  body,  on  the  leaft  appearance  of  danger, 
lln  confequence  of  the  ftri6t  orders  which  had 
Ibeen  iffued,  to 'fire  at  every  perfon  who  did  not 
hnrwer  ou  being  challenged,  a  French  fentinel, 
Iwho  had  been  improvidently  employed,  ihot  one 
[of  the  failors  dead,  becaufe  being  hailed  in  a  lanr 
Iguage  he  did  not  underftand,  the  poor  fellow 
[knew  not  how  to  make  a  reply. 

Provifions  and  plunder  iVill  continued  to  be 
Iconveyed  on  board  the  fhips,  with  unremitting 
laftivity ;  neverthelefs,  one  more  effort  was  mad«p 
Ito  procure  a  ranfom  for  the  town  ;  and  accord- 
Imgly  the  mofl:  pofitive  affurance  was  given  to  the 
[Spaniards,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  that  un-» 
|efs  fiifficient  hoftages  were  given  for  the  pay* 

lent  of  thirty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  within, 
,     -  T  3  li^i 
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fix  days,  tKe  town  ihould  be  fet  on  fire  by  throe 
in  the  afternoon. 

Only  one  hour  befow^.the  expiration  of  the 
limited  time,  meifengers  arrived  from  the  Spa- 
nifh  camp,  to  fignify  that/ the  propofal  was  ac-| 
cepted,  and  that  the  Governor  of  Puna  and  an- 
other old  gentleman  of  refpeftability  were  to  re- 
main as  hoftages  for  the  j^erformance  of  it  j  or  if  | 
diefe  two  were  not  fufficient,  the  two  -gentlemen 
who  brought  this  notice  might  be  added  to  them. 
The  captains  generoully  refufed  to  detain  the  two! 
deputies,  and  they  were  feat  baci    to  get  the| 
agreement  ligned. 

The  Governor  .of  Puna  and  the  other  hoftagei 
ky  that  night  at  the  Englifti  quarters}  and  next 
morning  were  put  on  board  one  of  the  ihips, 
while  the  Euglifli  drew  off  from  Guiaquil  with 
drums  beating,  colours  flying,  and  other  demon- 1 
Orations  of  triumph.     Immediately  the  Spani- 
ards returned  and  occupied  their  former  habita- 
tions.    In  retiring  from  the  town.  Captain  Ro-I 
gers,  with  a  fmall  party  brought  up  the  rear,  and 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  convinced  how 
weary  the  men  were  of  a  military  life ;  for  many 
of  them  threw  away  their  arms,  through  mere 
lazinefs,  and  left  them  to  be  picked  up  by  the| 
rear. 

One  curious  Incident  It  may  be  entertaining  tol 
mention.  As  Captain  Rogers  was  marching  out 
of  town,  !ie  happened  to  mifs  one  John  Gabriel, 
a  Dutchman;  but  taking  it  for  granted  that  he 
was  either  killed  or  made  prifoner,  thought  it| 
unavailing  to  delay  the  maich  on  his  account. 
The  phlegmatic  Dutchman,  however,  L  kI  tjkenl 
up  his  quarters  atNa  houfe  where  he  found  fome 

exceliefltl 
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UxceTlent  brandy  j  and  by  often  tafting  of  this 
potent  beverage,  he  was  at  laft  laid  completely 
on  the  floor  ^  and  in  this  condition  of  drunkea 
ftupefadion  he  remained,  when  the  Engliili 
quitted  the  town.  Soon  after^  the  mafter  of  the 
houl'e  returned,  and  finding  a  man  ftretched  at 
his  full  length  in  fuch  a  condition,  that  it  was 
I  difficult  to  determine  whether  he  was  dead  or 
I  alive,  refolved  to  make  the  experiment  ^  but  firfl: 
called  in  fome  neighbourf?,  who  advifed  him,  as 
a  preliminary  ftep,  to  remove  the  Dutchman's 
arms.  This  being  done  without  difturbing  their 
inebriated  poiTelTor,  they  next  raifed  him  up,  to 
try  if  he  could  ftand.  The  motion  recalled  the 
dormant  powers  of  life ;  he  tottered,  began  to 
I  open  his  eyes  and  flare  about  him,  and  feem- 
|td  to  think  himfelf  in  wrong  xiompany.  The 
boneft  Spaniard,  however,  foon  removed  his  ap- 
prehenlion,  by  refloring  his  arms,  and  bidding 
him  make  all  the  hafte  he  could,  to  rejoin  his 
I  companions,  who  were  not  yet  embarked.  The 
Dutchman  did  not  want  many  entreaties  to  be 
gone  5  the  alarm  he  had  felt  brought  him  a  little 
to  his  fenfes,  and  he  moved  off  with  all  the  ala- 
I  crity  imaginable,  and  got  fafe  on  board.  Cap- 
tain Rogers  remarks,  that  this  was  the  only  man 
who  had  neglected  his  duty,  by  getting  drunk  j  a 
circumftance  that  refle6ts  high  credit  on  the  com- 
pany, conlidering  the  predatory  nature  of  their 
enterprife,  and  the  temptations  they  muft  have 
had  to  indulge  in  excelTea. 

That  pundilio  of   honour,   from  which  the 

Spaniards  never  depart  in  appearance,  and  not 

I  often  in  reality,  rendered  them  anxious  that  the 

terms  of  capitulation  ihould^exprefs  tlie  refift- 

ance  they  had  made  j  and  that  they  had  been 

beaten 
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beaten  before  they  confented  to  treat.  To  this 
the  Englifh  had  no  obje6tion  j  for  as  they  only 
wanted  money,  and  the  Spaniards  at  laft  con- 
tended only  for  honour,  the  bufinefs  was  eafily 
adjufted; 

.  The  contradt  for  the  ranfom  of  Guiaquil  open- 
ed in  the  following  form  :  *'  Whereas  the  city  of 
Guiaquil,  lately  in  fiibjedion  to  Philip  V.  King 
of  Spain,  is  now  taken  by  ftorm,  and  is  in  the 
poflelfion  of  the  Captains  Thomas  Dover,  Woodes 
Rogers,  and  Stephen  Courtney,  commanding  a 
body  of  her  Majefty  of  Great  Britain's  fubjeSsj 
we  the  underwritten  are  content,"  &c.  &:c. 

Captain  Cooke,  to  whofe  account  of  this  expe- 
dition we  occafionally  refer,  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  Indians  and  blacks  carried  off  as  much  plun- 
der as  the  Englith ;  for  feveral  of  them  were 
taken  laden  with  goods,  which  they  confefled 
were  ftolen;  and  it  feems  that  the  inhabitants 
had  intrufted  much  money  and  plate  to  the  ne- 
groes to  carry  out  of  the  town,  which  they  never 
accounted  for  or  returned.        ' 

After  all,  the  plunder  taken  by  the  Englifli, 
exclufive  of  the  ranfom,  was  very  conliderable. 
It  confifted  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  bags  of 
flour,  beans,  peas,  and  rice,  fifteen  jars  of  oil,  one 
hundred  and  fixty  jars  of  various  liquors,  cord- 
age, iron  ware  and  nails,  fome  powder,  a  parcel 
of  clothing  and  neceflaries,  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty bales  of  dry  goods,  about  the  value  of  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  in  plate  and  trin- 
kets, fome  packs  of  indigo,  cocoa,  and  a  quantity 
of  loaf-fugar*  Neverthelefs,  aibundance  of  goods 
was  ftill  leit  in  the  town,  befides  liquors  and 
ilores  of  all  kinds. 


The 
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Tliehoftages  informe-d  the  Engliih,  that  pend- 
ing the  treaty,  eighty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight, 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Spain,  had  been  ifent 
out  of  the  town  to  a  place  of  fecurity  j  besides 
plate,  jewels,  and  other  valuable  articles.  Hence 
it  was  evident,  that  if  they  had  not  parleyed  withi 
the  Spaniards,  but  landed  at  once,  the  treafure 
and  plunder  they  might  have  obtained  would 
jiave  been  immenfe.  Still,  however,  the  parties 
concerned  in  this  enterprise  were  perfedly  fatif- 
fied  with  what  they  had  fecured  ;  and  all  ima- 
ginable care  was  taken  to  render  to  every  man 
that  impartial  juftice  wliich  was  promifed  and  ex- 
pefted. 

A  ihort  defcription  of  Guiaquil  may  now  be 
«xpe6led.  This  city  is  the  capital  of  the  pro^ 
vince  of  the  Tame  name  in  Peru,  and  is  divided 
into  the  old  and  nev/  towns,  which  are  united  by 
a  wooden  bridge,  half  a  mile  long.  The  houfes 
in  both  amount  to  about  five  hundred  j  but  there 
are  few  regular  ftreets.  The  iituation  being  low 
jflnd  morafly,  this  place  cannot  boall  of  much 
cleanlinefs,  particularly  in  winter.  It  contains 
four  churches,  of  which  St.  Jago  is  the  principaU 
Before  this  church  is  a  handfome  parade.  The 
churches  are  all  adorned  with  altars,  carved  work 
and  pi6tures.  That  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Au- 
guftine  has  an  organ.  They  were  laid  to  be  rich 
in  plate,  but  it  was  all  carried  off,  and  the  priells 

had  likewife  fled. 

Some  of  the  houft^  were  built  of  brick,  but  in 
general,  they  were  of  timber  and  bamboo  fplit. 

Several  were  decently  furniflied,  according  to  the 

limate.  The  flore  houfes  of  the  merchants  con- 
Itained  abundance  of  meal,  brandy,  fugar,  cloth- 

■n|,  cordagCj  and  iron. 

Some 
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Some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  kept  ca- 
lafhes,  which  feemed  of  little  ufe,  unlefs  to  carry 
them  to  church,  as  no  roads  could  be  made  for 
them  in  the  envirpns,  on  account  of  the  fwampy 
nature  of  the  foil.  This  town,  however,  is  well 
iituated  for  commerce  and  fliip  building,  and  is 
governed  by  a  corregidor,  nominated  by  the  king. 

The  river  here  is  fpaciovis,  and  receives  many 
tributary  ftreams.     Its  banks  are  adorned  with 
villages  and  farm  houfes,  interfperfed  with  abun-i 
dance  of  mangroves  and  farfaparillas,  which  im- 
pregnating the  waters,    are   reported    to   givei 
them  an  antivenereal  quality.      The  manchineel 
tree,  with  its  poifonous  apple,  is  common  in  this 
country,  and  proves  deftru6tive  to  whatever  ani-l 
nial  taftes  it.      The  Englilh  faw  hundredt  of) 
birds  lying  dead  on  the  water,  which  had  proba-f 
bly  made  free  with  this,  or  fome  other  delcteri- 
ous  plant.    They  alfo  obferved  many  alligators] 
in  the  river. 

An  Englifhman,  who  had  rclided  fome  timeini 
Guiaqnil,  informed  his  countrymen,  that  fomel 
months  before  their  arrival  there  had  been  great! 
rejoicings  for  the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Allurias, 
when  one  thoufand  one  hundred  foot  and  five! 
hundred  horfe  were  mul^ered  in  armsj  andnol 
fewer  than  two  hundred  bulls  baited  or  ran  at| 
the  ring,  in  honour  of  this  folemnity. 

Wood  for  Ihip  building  and  cocoa  are  thel 
moft  valuable  produdions  of  the  Province  of  Giii- 
aqail.  Of  the  latter,  immenfe  quantities  are  ex- 
ported annually.  The  whole  country,  however, 
is  neither  peopled  nor  cultivated  to  half  its  rea- 
fonable  extent ;  and  though  naturally  rich,  ow- 
ing to  the  exadions  of  the  governors,  the  inhabi- 
tants are  far  from  being  generally  comfortable. 

Captainl 
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Captain  Rogers,  having  proceeded  with  the 
barks  a  little  below  the  town,  took  his  leave,  and 
preceded  (hem  in  the  pinnace,  to  rejoin  the  fhips 
at  Punta  Arena.     On  the  29th  of  April,  he  got 
on  board  his  own  Ihip  to  the  great  joy  of  every 
perfon,    after    an  abfence   of   twelve   days,    in 
which  no  intelligence  had  been  conveyed  to  the 
fliips.     Indeed  the  crews  left  behind,  began  to 
entertain  miplealing  ideas  of  the  fate  of  their 
comrades,  and  to  be  much  diltrefled  for  the  want 
of  water.  The  prifoners  had  been  reduced  to  a  pint 
a  day;  and  in  a  fliort  time,  it  would  have  been 
irapollible  to  furnilh  them  with  that  llender  al- 
lowance. 

Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Fry,  to  whom  the  com- 
mand had  been  delegated,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
principal  officers,  had  fuffered  much  unealinefs 
from  the  number  of  prifoners  on  board  the  differ- 
ent Ihipsj  and  had  they  not  taken  care  to  pre- 
vent any  correfpondence  between  them,  and  by 
that  means  kept  them  ignorant  of  their  own 
ftrength,  arid  the  weaknefs  of  their  mafters,  it 
, —would  have  been  impoifible  lo  have  anfwered  for 
?^Ia^     Itheconfequences. 

•  d  r  ■  ^^®  ^^^"®  ^^^  **^^*  Captain  Rogers  returned  on 
t  and  v^Bijoard,  a  bark  of  about  thirty  tons  was  taken 
by  a  boat  commiffioned  by  Captain  Cooke. 
This  veifel  was  laden  with  iheep,  flour,  and 
liigar  loafesj  dried  beef,  different  kinds  of 
grain,  and  fome  fruits.  She  had  failed  from  Pu- 
lania  feven  days  before,  at  which  place  orders 
had  been  received  from  Lima  to  keep  a  good  look 
out,  as  an  Englilh  fquadron  was  foon  expeifted  in 
ithol'efeasj  whence  it  appeared,  that  the  actual 
arrival  of  tlxe  confort  Ihips  was  not  generally 
ibown. 

Several 
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Several  days  having  elapfed  without  receivini 
the  ftipulated  ranlom  from  Guiaquil,  the  Kngliih 
began  to  fulpedt  that  the  corrcgidor  intended  tc 
delay  the  completion  of  the  treaty  till  liiccoun 
ihoiild  arrive  from  Lima  j  while  the  unfortniiatc 
hollagcs  repined  at  their  fate,  and  were  tillec. 
with  the  painful  apprehenfions  of  being  carriedl 
prifoners  to  England.      However,  on  the  ift  of 
^lay,  a  boat  arrived  with  a  portion  of  the  ran- 
fom,  in  which  a  number  of  prifoners  were  fct  or 
fliore.       Next    evening    twenty-two    thoufanc 
pieces  of  eight  more  arrived,  to  the  great  pleafun 
of  the  Engliili  and  the  prifoners.     By  this  con- 
veyance, a  meiliige  was  fent  to  the  corregidorJ 
that  it  was  their  intention  to  fail  the  foUowino 
day  J  and  that  if  all  the  llipuiations  he  had  en- 
tered into  were  not  fulfilled  by  that  time,  the) 
ihould  be  under  the  difligreeable  neceflity  of  ear- 
ning oif  the  hoftages.     Meanwhile  the  Governor 
of  Puna,  one  of  the  hoftages  who  had  behaved  ir 
the  moft  honourable  maimer,  and  I'everal  prifon- 
ers, were  difcharged.    The  former  was  prel'ented 
with  four  negroes  and  a  bale  of  damaged  goods. 

Next  day  a  boat  came  with  three  thoufanc 
dollars  in  money  and  plate,  with  advice,  that 
three  thoufand  dollars  more  would  foon  arrive] 
befides  twelve  thoufand  to  trade  with.  But  il 
being  fuppofed  that  the  intention  of  this  lure 
was  only  to  dethin  them  till  a  fquadron  lliouk 
arrive  from  Lima,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolveci 
to  make  all  poflible  difpatch.  The  BeginningJ 
being  of  no  farther  ufe,  was  fold  to  the  Spanij 
ards,  and  the  prifoners  put  on  board  her.  Howj 
ever,  the  pilots,  the  Prefident  of  Panama's  fonj 
and  ibme  ot^iers  were  detained.  Some  prefentj 
were  diftributed   among   the  Spanilh   captainj 
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whofe  loflTes  had  tended  nwft  to  enrich  the  cap- 
Itors.    Thus  all  p:irted  in  good  humour. 

Bearing  away  lor  the  Gallipagos  Iflands,  on 
the  1 1th  of  May,  above  twenty  men  on  board  the 
Duke  and  near  fifty  on  board  the  Duchefs,  fell  ill 
of  a  malignant  fever  j  and  the  number  of  the  fick 
hourly  increafed.    This  diforder  had  indubitably 
been  contracted  at  Guia<^  ail,  where,  a  few  weeks 
before  their  arrival,   a   contagious  difeafc  had 
fwept  away  multitudes  of  people.     So  rapid  was 
the  mortality,  that  the  churches,  the  ufual  burial 
places  of  the  natives,  were  found  inadequate  to 
contain  the  dead ;  and,  therefore,  a  large  fquare 
hole  was  dag,  near  that  v/here  the  E  glifh  kept 
guard.      Hence   being  furrounded    by  noifome 
fmells  and  peftilential  effluvia,  it  was  no  wonder 
they  felt  their  malignant  efFeds.      About  this 
time,  Captain  Courtney  too  was  taken  ill,  and 
Ciiptain  Dover,  whom  we  have  already  mention- 
ed as  being  of  the  medical  profellion,  went  on 
board  to  prefcribe  for  him. 

Land  was  difcovered  on  the  17th,  and  the  next 
day  they  came  within  four  leagues  of  two  large 
iflands  almoft  united  j  and  foon  after  defcried  feve-" 
ral  others.  Having  fixed  on  a  place  of  rendezvous, 
in  cafe  of  feparation,  they  font  out  one  of  the 
boats  in  fearch  of  water ;  but  after  two  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempts,  the  party  returned,  and  report- 
ed that  the  illand  where  they  landed  was  covered 
with  nothing  but  loofe  ftones  refcmbling  cinders ; 
and  that  the  earth  was  fo  porous,  it  broke  into 
holes  under  their  feet.  From  thefe  circumftances 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  volcanic  origin.  It 
however  contained  fome  ilirubby  wood  and  a  few 
vegetables.  This  difappointment  in  water  was  fe- 
verely  felt.  For  fome  days,  the  Englifh  kept  plying 
Vol..  III.  U  among 


atii-  llOGERs's    VOYAGE. 

SLthcuag  ihote  iflands,  which  little  anfwered  th? 
defcription  they  had  heard  of  them.  I'hey  fuu- 
pliedi  however,  plenty  of  tortoifcs,  large  rock- 
ii^,  and  Excellent  guanas,  more  beautiful  than 
tAbfe  of  th6  Weft  Indies. 

On  the  22d,  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Hat- 
ley,  in  one  of  the  pi'ize  barks,  with  five  failors 
four  blacks,  and  an  Indian,  with  only  two  days 
water  oh  board,  was  milling,  together  with  one 
of  the  pri-'ze  lliips  ;  and  though  lights  were  kept 
u^  all  night  on  the  topmaft-head  of  the  Duke 
and  Duchefs,  and  guns  inceflantly  fired,  no  figns 
atepeared  of  their  rejoining.  On  this  Captain 
riogers  \Vent  in  queft  of  them,  and  in  a  few  hours 
came  up^  with  the  prize  Ihip  ;  but  of  Hatley  and 
his  ^^rty  he  could  gain  no  intelligence,  and  con- 
fequentJy  they  were  given  up  for  loft. 

Ill  ^rtune  and  dil appointment  attending  the 
Englifli  among  thefe  iflands,  it  was  refolved  to 
<^ui;t  them,  and  to  ftand  over  to  the  main,  in 
hopes  of  finding  water,  which  they  began  to  be 
iTt  abfolute  want  of.  While  they  were  proceed- 
ing in  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  one  of  the 
Englifli  lailors  ovei'heard  the  black  and  Indian 
prifoners  talk  of  murderrng  therii,  and  running 
away  with  the  fhip.  On  being  charged  whh 
this  criminal  intention,  fhey  acknowledged  fome 
^ague  coTiVerfation  of  this  kind  had  pafled  -,  but 
denied  that  any  thing  feriOus  was  intended. 
However,  to  prevent  the  ill  confeqtienccs  of  fuch 
cabals,  Captain  Rogers  divided  them  among  the  | 
ether  ihips. 

On  the  ()th  of  June,  they  took  a  fhip  of  eighty  I 

tons  burden,  laden  with  iron  and  cloth,  ^ihicli 

ftruck  after  a  ftiort  chace.     She  was  bound  from 

Panama  to  Guiaquil,  and  had  about  forty  people 

,    .  .  m 
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on  board,  among  whom  were  fopie  perfops  of  dif- 
tin6tion,  particularly  Juan  Cardofa,  who  was  pro- 
ceeding to  affume  the  government  of  Baldivia, 

Next  day  they  came  to  an  finchor  off  the  Iflar\d 
of  Gorgona,  and  on  the  following,  tiie  boats  of  the 
Duke  and  Duchefs  took  another  prize,  called  the 
Golden  Sun,  with  a  cargo  of  about  five  hundred 
pounds  value.  She  carried  ten  Sp^iards^pd  In- 
dians, and  a  few  negroes. 

On  the  pth  of  June  a  council  of  officers  was 
held  on  board  the  Duchefs,  at  which  Captain 
Rogers  was  unable,  from  indiipofition,  to  attend. 
On  this  occafion,  having  prcviouily  examined  the 
prifoners,  it  was  determined  to  fleer  for  the  port 
of  Mangla  j  and  fecuring  the  Ihips,  to  row  up 
the  river  in  their  boats,  till  they  could  furprife 
fome  canoes,  with  which,  as  being  bed  adapted 
to  the  navigation  of  the  river,  they  w^fe  to  at- 
tempt the  gold  mines  of  Barbacore,  or  St.  Juan. 
In  this  enterprife  they  flattered  themfelves  with 
obtaining  ample  fpoils  with  little  oppofition'; 
fince  they  were  convinced  that  the  Spaniards  in 
that  quarter  had  not  received  the  moft  diftant  in- 
timation of  an  enemy  being  on  the  coaft. 

As  Captain  Rogers  had  fignified  his  concur- 
rence in  what  the  majority  ihould  refolye  on,  the 
fame  night  they  hoifted  fail  for  Mangla.  But  Cap- 
tain Rogers  heu/ing  their  determination,  though 
much  indifpofed,  refolved  to  confult  fome  of  the 
Spanifh  prifoners,  on  whofe  judgment  he  could  re- 
ly, on  the  expediency  of  the  meafare.  After  re- 
peated conferences  with  fome  of  the  mofl  intel- 
Jigent  perlbns  on  board,  and  thofe  who  were  belt 
acquainted  with  local  circumftances,  he  learned 
that  who  ever  had  advifed  the  council  to  purfue 
fuch  a  defign,  either  betrayed  grofs  ignorance  or 

U  2  bafe 
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bafe  artifice,  iince  Mangla  was  not  only  barren] 
and  unfrequented,  but  the  road  was  extremely 
Tinfafe  for  fhips  to  ride  in,  being  narrow  and  full  I 
pf  fhoals.  The  prifoners  aUb  allured  him,  that 
the  banks  of  the  river  were  peopled  by  a  race 
much  attached  to  the  Spaniards,  who  would  an- 
noy their  enemies  by  poifoned  arrows,  and  every 
device  of  deftruftion.  And  moreover  the  river] 
was  fo  narrow,  that  fliould  they  be  able  to  fur- 
mount  the  difficulties  of  an  afcent,  their  retreat  I 
might  eafily  be  cut  off,  by  means  which  no  fore- 
iight  could  prevent. 

On  receiving  this  information,  which  was  cor- 
roborated by  the  feparate  teftimony  of  perfons  of] 
credit.  Captain  Rogers  lent  for  the  other  cap- 
tains, and  acquainted  them  m  ith  the  refult  of  hisl 
enquiries,  and  fet  before  them  the  danger  to 
which  they  were  about  to  expofe  themfelves  by 
■  this  ralh  enterprife.  Being  convinced  that  they 
had  been  mifled  by  the  reprefentations  of  fome 
ignorant  or  interefted  pretenders,  they  agreed  to 
alter  their  courfe  direftly,  and  again  fteer  for 
Gorgona,  where  they  deligned  to  careen. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  they  cafl  anchor  near 
Gorgona,  where  the  Duchefs  was  appointed  to 
careen,  while  the  Duke  was  to  lie  on  guard,  to 
prevent  a  furprifal  from  the  enemy  j  and  as  foon 
as  circumftances  would  allow,  the  two  ihips  were 
to  change  iituations.  By  ufing  uncommon  ac- 
tivity, both  Ihips  were  ready  to  put  to  fea  within 
fourteen  days,  to  the  aftonifliment  of  the  Spaniih  I 
prifoners ;  who  obfeiTcd,  that  careening  one  of 
the  king's  fliips  at  Lima,  where  every  kind  of  ac- 
commodation was  ready,  and  artificers  numerous, 
generally  occupied  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks. 

^     *  Though 
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Though  the  crews  were  much  relieved  from 
the  I'evere  indifpoiition  under  which  they  labour- 
ed,  when  they  firft  touched  at  this  ifland,  it  was 
ftill  thought  expedient  to  ered  tents  on  fliore  for 
their  more  fpeedy  recovery.  Such  as  were  ifi  a 
coiivalefcent  ftate  and  able  to  walk  about,  rapid- 
ly gained  ftrength,  and  were  foon  capable  of  re- 
turning to  their  duty  on  board.  The  Spanilh 
prifonoi's  were  of  the  ulmoft  fervice  to  the  cap- 
tors, by  accompanying  them  into  the  woods,  and 
alfifting  them  in  procuring  fuch  timber  as  was 
beft  adapted  for  their  purpofe. 

On  this  ifland  the  Englilh  eftablilhed  a  tem- 
porary rope  yard,  and  erected  tents  for  the  different 
vocations  conneded  with  naval  architecture.  It 
is  not,  however,  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  had  ar- 
tificers excellent  in  the  various  branches  of  this 
duty  J  but  necelfity  gave  a  fpur  to  their  invention, 
and  practice  brought  them  to  fomething  like  per- 
feftion  in  their  different  lines  of  employment. 
Thus  a  manufactory  was  fettled  here,  and  all 
hands  were  bufily  employed,  either  as  fuperio- 
tendants  or  artizans.  Each  h?d  his  particular 
charge  and  his  talk  to  perform  j  and  this  regular 
lexercife  was  no  lefs  conducive  to  health  than  fa- 
vourable to  the  objeSs  more  immediately  in  view. 

The  Spaniards  formed  a  very  partial  opinion  of 
I  the  diligence  and  hardinefs  of  the  Engliili,  when 
they  faw  them  labour  in  fuch  a  climate  from  day 
break  till  night  j  nor  were  they  lefs  alloniflied  at 
their  mgenious  refources,  when  prefl'ed  with  dif- 
Ucnkies,  and  in  want  of  fuch  implements  and 
neceffaries  as  are  generally  deemed  requifite  for 
Ifuccefs. 

The  grand  work,  which  occupied  their  mod 
[afSduous  attention  for  ten  days,  was  the  equip- 
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jncnt  of  the  Havre  de  Grace.  This  obje6t  bcin 
completely  finilhed,  flie  received  the  name  of  th 
Marquis,  and  was  manned  from  the  fupernume 
rary  hands  on  board  the  Duke  and  Duchefs.  0 
this  occafion,  a  decent  entertainment  was  pro 
vided  }  the  fhips  faluted  each  other  j  and  IIjjuo 
being  diftributed  among  the  crews,  they  dran 
fome  loyal  and  appropriate  healths. 

The  new  ihip  was  furniflied  with  tweii:y  guns 
^11  well  mounted,  and  her  complement  of  niei: 
was  fixty-one  whites  and  twenty  negroes.  Tli 
command  was  given  to  Captain  Edward  Cooke. 

The  nextbufinefs  of  importance  which  engas 
their  attention,  was  to  land  the  prifoners,  to  \\\ 
number  of  feventy-two  perfons,  on  the  contintnt 
Hitherto  they  had  been  detained,  left  their  dil 
perfion  fhould  have  occafioned  an  alarm,  whil 
fecrecy  was  fo  much  required  to  fiirther  fuccefs. 

Every  expedient  having  been  ineffettually  tried 
to  induce  |the  prifoners  to  engage  in  a  contraban 
trade,  it  was  at  laft  refolved  to  fet  them  at  liber 
ty,  and  to  truft  to  their  generofity  for  a  recom 
pence,  in  cafe  it  ihould  be  in  their  power  ti 
lerve  their  deliverers.  Accordingly,  the  t\v 
Morels,  Don  Antonio  and  Don  Juan  Carbofa 
V^ere  difmiflfed  with  the  inferior  captives  j  an 
at  their  departure,  expreffed  the  high  fenfe  thj 
'entertained  of  the  liberal  treatment  they  had  ex 
pcriepced  during  their  captivity.  The  latter,  i 
jjarticular,  who  had  formerly  been  taken  by 
Janiaica  privateer,  near  Porto  Bello,  and  very  in 
differently  ufed,  feemed  extremely  fenlible  of  tli( 
contrail  J  and  made  liberal  acknowledgments, 
which,  undoubtedly,  were  as  honov^rable  to  bim 
felf  as  grateful  to  his  benefa6tors.  This  gentle 
jfnsLnj  it  has  l)een  already  obferved,  ^yas  bound  i 
\  Baldiviai 
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Baldivia,  of  which  he  was  governor,  at  the  time 
of  his  capture.  He  was  a  fprigbtly,  elegant 
inan,  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  had 
borne  the  commiliion  of  colonel  in  the  Spanilh 
fervice.  The  Morels  promifed  to  return  in  a 
day  or  two,  with  as  much  money  as  they  could 
raife  on  their  credit,  to  purchafe  fuch  of  the 
prize  goods  as  remained  on  hand,  which,  being 
chiefly  valuable  on  the  coaft  of  the  South  Sea, 
the  captains  declared  they  would  otherwife  burn, 
together  with  the  veffels  in  which  they  were  con- 
tained. In  fa6t,  the  prifoners  knew  the  chance 
they  had  of  obtaining  great  bargains,  and,  there- 
fore, a6ted  with  a  cautious  referve,  left  they 
fliould  be  finally  dlfappointed  in  their  views. 

The  bark  and  the  two  pinnaces  having  landed 
the  prifoners,  plundered  a  fmall  village,  from 
which  they  brought  off  feven  head  of  cattle,  a 
few  goats,  fome  fowls,  fourteen  hogs,  and  fifty 
bufliels  of  Indian  corn. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  Morels,  and 
fome  other  gentlemen,  returned  in  a  large  canoe 
with  fome  money  and  fruit  j  and  purchafed 
goods  at  fuch  a  moderate  rate,  that  they  folicit- 
oufly  defired  to  be  permitted  to  revifit  the  ihips 
again,  when  they  would  bring  a  frelh  fupply  of 
money  to  trade  with.  This  reqaeft  was  very 
agreeable  to  the  captains,  as  there  was  no  appa  - 
rent  danger  of  any  enemy  in  the  neighbourhood, 
capable  of  molefting  them. 

About  this  time,  a  negro  having  gone  into  the 
woods,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  ftung  by  a 
fpeckled  fnake ;  and  notwithftanding  the  mod 
ikilful  and  immediate  exertions  of  the  furgeon 
to  fave  him,  he  died  in  lefs  than  twelve  hours. 
Qorgona  abounds  in  this  dangerous  fpecies  of 
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fnakes.     Some  of  them  are  as  thick  as  a  man'si 
leg,  and  three  or  four  yards  long.     They  are  of| 
an  amphibious  nature  j  and  one  of  them  was  ac- 
tually found  on  the  forecalUe,  having  convey^dl 
itfelf  on  board  by  the  help  of  the  cables. 

In  rummaging  the  Marquis,  on  the  IQth,  they 
difcovered  five  hundred  reams  of  papal  bulls,  which! 
had  been  a  free  gift  from  hisHolinefs  to  his  Catho- 
lic Majefty,  and  would  have  produced  a  confider- 
able  revenue  in  this  fuperftitious  country,  beincrl 
fold  from  three  riats  to  fifty  pieces  ot  eiight  each, ' 
according  to  the  ability  of  the  purchafer,  who  is 
hereby  exempted  from  the  obfervance  of  parti- 
cular fafts,  from  hearing  mafs,  and  other  ecclefi-l 
aftical  injunctions,  the  neglect  of  which,  without 
this  pious  fraud,  would  have  been  deemed  finful. 
As  the  Englifh  could  not  eftablilh   a  traffic  of  I 
this  natwe,  and  had  no  faith  in  the  validity  of 
thefe  abfolutions,  in  regard  to  themfelves,  they 
Configned  part  of  them  to  the  deep  ;  and  with 
the  reft  lighted  their  fires  or  boiled  their  kettles. 

They  likewife  difcovered  a  large  colledion  of  j 
bones,  in  fmall  boxes,  ticketed  with  the  names  of 
faints,  fome  of  whom  had  been  dead  for  many 
centuries,  with  an  infinite  number  of  crucifixes, 
rofaries,  religious  toys  in  wax,  images  of  faints, 
made  of  wood,  ftone,  and  other  materials,  with 
other  popifh  mummeries,  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
tons,   befides  one   hundred  and   fifty  boxes  of| 
books,  all  brought  from  Italy,  and  iritended  for 
the  ufc  of  the  Jefuits  of  Peru.     Thefe  baubles, 
fo  difgraceful  to  religion  and  to  human  reafon, 
were  in  general  left  5  a  few  fpcciraens,  however,  | 
were  fele6ted  as  curiofities^  which  they  might 
exhibit  in  England. 

While! 
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While  on  the  iabje6t  of  fnpcrftitlon,  it  may 
|not  be  aniil's  to  record  a  particular  circumflance 
which  now  happened.  A  large  wooden  image 
of  the  Virgin,  which  had  been  either  cafually 
dropped  or  thrown  overboard,  was  driven  to  the 
north  point  of  the  ifland,  where  fome  Indians 
from  the  continent  being  a  filliing,  it  was  taken 
up  and  brought  on  lliore  with  great  devotion. 
Tliefe  poor  people  fet  it  up,  and  wiped  it  dry 
with  cotton  ;  but  the  more  they  wiped,  the 
I  wetter  it  grew,  as  they  imagined,  from  a  profii- 
finn  of  fwc-at.  Some  of  thefe  perfons  afterwards 
[coming  on  board  one  of  the  ihips,  was  relating 
this  miraculous  event  ;  and  (liewed  the  cotton  to 
the  lingiiift,  which  they  ridiculoully  believed  to 
be  imbued  with  the  fweat  of  the  Holy  Virgin  5 
and  told  him,  they  lliould  retain  it  as  a  choice 
land  valuable  relic. 

Captain  Rogers,  fmiling  at  this  abfurd  fidion, 
I  the  Morels,  who  happened  to  be  on  board  at  the 
fanne  time,  endeavoured  to  cure  him  of  his  in- 
credulity, by  relating,  on  their  own  faith,  a  ftory 
flill  more  extravagant   and   ridiculous.      They 
faid,  that  fome  years  ago  there  was  a  proceflion 
1  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Lima,  which  was  then 
very  richly  decorated  with  ornaments  in   gold, 
filver,  and  jewels ;    and  that  an  image  of  the 
Virgin,  in   particular,   was   fplendidly  adorned 
with  diamonds  and  pearls.     Thefe  coftly  decora- 
tions were,  according  to  cuftom,  left  unguarded 
in  the  church  till  the  night  after  the  pvocellion  j 
Ifrotn  the  belief  that  none  would  be  fo  facrilegi- 
psas  to  touch  them.     However,  an  imfortunate 
Ithief,  perhaps,  lets  a  good  catholic  than  a  great 
iinner,  refolving  to  enrich  himfelf  by  one  daring 
|adion,  broke  into  the  church  at  midnight  j  made 
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up  to  the  image  without  fear,  and  attempted  tl 
wreil  a  ftring  of  rich  pearls  from  the  Virgin! 
wrift.  The  attempt  wao  inftantly  rcfented  :  {[\ 
feized  the  culprit  by  the  arm  and  held  him  faftl 
and  being  found  in  that  pofture,  he  was,  on  tl/ 
credit  of  fuch  a  miracle,  apprehended  and  e»x< 
cuted.  So  much  fur  popiih  miracles,  which  fe\ 
have  the  audacity  now  to  fupport,  and  fewer 
wcaknefs  to  believe ! 

The  Morels .  having  collected  all  the  monej 
they  could  raife,  returned  again  on  the  27tli 
and   informed,  the  captains,   that   the  countr 
being  much  alarmed*  they  found  great  difficult] 
in  being  permitted  to  come  off;  and  that  thegc 
vernor  of  Barbacore,  at  the  head  of  two  hundrej 
men,  was  on   the  coaft  to  prevent  the  nativ( 
from  carrying  on  any  traffic  with  them  j  or  t| 
oppofe  them,  in  cafe  they  ihould  attempt  to  lane 
The  Morels  continued  to  behave  with  ftri6t  inte 
grity  }  and  though  they  procured  excellent  bai 
gains,  it  iliould  be  obferved,  they  ran  proportioi] 
able  riiks. 

A  committee  of  officers  being  appointed. tj 
appraife  the  plunder,  and  to  divide  it  among  thj 
officers  and  men,  according  to  their  refpedivj 
quotas,  met  on  board  the  galleon.  The  clothes  anj 
valuable  trinkets  amounted  to  upwards  of  onj 
thoufand  one  hundred  pounds,  at  a  very  lowcaf 
culation.  To  reward  thofe  who  had  diftinguiihej 
themfelves,  and  to  flimulate  others  to  future  ex 
ertions,  feveral  extra  bounties  were  diftributej 
iimong  the  molft  meritorious. 

Notwithftanding  this  impartiality  to  all,  anj 
liberal  attention  to  fudi  as  were  confefledly  tli 
moft  deferving,  a  dangerous  mutiny  was  fooj 
jifter  fet  on  foot,  which  might  have  proved  ol 

fat 
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ital  confcquence,  had  it  not  been  happily  and 
leoufly  difcovered  by  the  ftcward  of  the 
pachefs,  who  happened  to  overhear  the  ring- 
iders  debating  about  the  mode  of  procedure  in 
lieir  meditated  infurreftion.  It  appeared,  that 
ity  of  them  had  pledged  themfclves  to  fpecific 
tides,  which  they  had  already  figned  j  the 
irincipal  of  which  was  to  ftand  by  each  other 
111  they  had  obtained  juftice,  as  they  termed  it, 
fi  regard  to  the  divifion  of  the  plunder,  which 
hey  pretended  was  unfairly  allotted. 

Four  of  th«  chief  promoters  of  the  revolt, 

jong  whom  was  the  perfon  who  drew  up  the 

iticlps,  were  immediately  clapped  in  irons  j  but, 

jmalking  pardon,  and  making  due  fubmiifion, 

jiere  {^an  after  fet  at  liberty.    Indeed,  thecap- 

lins  reflected,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to 

^roceea  tb  extremities  where  fo  many  were  con- 

erned  j  ^and  they  were  glad,  by  temporizing  ex- 

iients,  and  the  fincere  promife  of  amendment, 
|)n  the  part  of  the  moH  adtive,  to  allay  the  pre- 

It  ferment. 

Captain  Rogers  exbaufled  every  foothing  ar- 

;nt,  to  ihew  the  folly  and  danger  of  fuch 

ombinations  {   and  aifured  them,  that  juftice 

Krould  be  dione  thqm  in  England,  ihould  they 

ave  the  ledd  occasion,  now  or  in  future,  during 

voyage,  to  objedt  to  the  conduct  they  expe- 

Kenced.     By  fuch  aifuafives  all  appeared  eafy 

ind  quiet,  and  acquiefced  in  what  had  been 

llonc.    Some  concellions  ,were  made  on  the  part 

ff  the  oiBcers  and  gentlemen  concerned  in  the 

ipedition,  by  which  the  prize  money  was  a  lit- 

Je  (lore  equalized  3  and  new  regulations  were 

mn  up  iQ  encourage  the  detection  of  fuch  zi 
2  ihould 
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fliould  fecrete  any  plunder,  or  take  any  uufaii 
advantages. 

In  all  voyages  of  this  kind,  where  the  love  of 
gain  is  the  Oiily  inducement  to  engage,  the  thirlj 
ot"  Tiidden  riches  is  inlatiable,  and  can  never  be 
wholly  allayed.  I'he  principal  of  honour  is  founc 
^  too  weak  to  reftrain  the  common  mafs  ;  and  the 
policy  of  the  conductors  mult  invariably  be  exerted] 
to  preferve  Inch  a  lliare  of  unanimity,  as  is  eilbii- 
tially  neceflfary  to  general  or  partial  fuccefs. 

Captain  Rogers  concluded  a  pathetic  harangue 
with  the  ftrongeft  aflurances,  that  every  ra?.i 
iliould  be  gratified,  to  the  utmoft,  in  every  legal 
claim  ;  that  the  common  men  ihould  have  an  in^ 
creafe  in  their  lliares  of  plunder  j  and  that  h^ 
trurted  to  their  duty,  their  patriotifm  and  difJ 
cernment,  no  more  confpiracies  would  be  formedj 

About  this  time.  Captain  Rogers  fuggeilcd 
fcheme,  which,  he  conceived,  would  be  bencli'l 
cial  both  to  the  owners  and  adventurers ;  whid 
was  to  difpatch  Captain  Cooke,  in  the  Marquis 
with  a  cargo  of  prize  goods  to  the  Brafils,  when 
they  would  have  yielded  three  times  as  piuch  a^ 
where  they  were ;  but  his  conforts  not  fallinc 
into  his  views,  or  not  fufticiently  underftandin^ 
them,  the  projeft  was  dropped,  of  which,  howj 
eveK,  its  opponents  repented  when  it  was  too  latej 

As  the  only  alternative,  it  was  now  agreed  t(f 
give  up  to  the  Morels  and  partners  their  refpecj 
tive  lliips,  fome  negroes,  and  all  the  goods  thej 
could  carry  away.  For  this  they  were  to  paj 
twelve  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  which,  witfi 
three  thoufand  remaining  of  the  ranfom  of  Gui| 
aquil,  made  fifteen  thoufand  in  the  whole,  to 
delivered  at  Maata  within  the  the  fpace  of  twelvj 
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toys.  The  money  on  board,  for  the  nfe  of  the 
owners,  was  now  eftimated  at  twenty  thoufand 
pounds,  and  the  goods  at  fixty  thoufand  more. 

It  ^as  intended  to  give  thefe  gentlemen  a  paf- 
port,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  Spaniards  j  and  to  have  received  an  acknow- 
ledgment, under  their  hands,  as  to  the  particu- 
lars of  the.  bargain  j  but  the.  bark  failed  away, 
without  either,  in  the  night. 

As  a  proof  of  the  honourable  condu6l  of  the 
crew  to  the  prifoners  in  general,  it  deferves  re- 
mark, that  among  them  was  a  lady  and  her  fa- 
mily. Her  eldcft  daughter  was  very  handfome, 
and  had  been  lately  married,  and  was  now  accom- 
panied by  her  huiband.  This  family  had  the  great 
cabin  of  the  galleon  appropriated  to  their  fole 
ufe,  and  none  were  fuffered  to  intrude  j  yet  the 
huiband,  we  are  told,  iliewed  feme  fymptoms  of 
jealoufy,  the  epidemic  difeafe  of  the  Spaniards. 
Notice  was  given  to  fome.  of  the  officers,  that 
thefe  ladles  had  concealed  treafure  about  their 
perfons ;  and  a  little  negro  girl,  being  fent  to 
watch  them,  found  fome  gold  chains  and  other 
valuables,  curioully  hid  under  their  clothes.  They 
received^  however,  all  their  wearing  apparel  and 
necelfaries,  at  parting  ;  and  confefTed  the  civility 
with  which  they  liad  been  treated,  which,  they 
owned,  exceeded  what  the  Englifh  would  have 
found  among  their  countrymen.  The  young 
lady  fcemed  fo  highly  grateful,  that  Ihe  fent  back 
her  huiband,  with  a  fum  of  gold,  t©  purchafe 
goods  and  two  flaves. 

While  the  Englilli  lay  at  Gorgona,  one  Michael 
Kendall,  a  free  negro,  of  Jamaica,  who  had  for 
fome  time  lived  in  a  ftate  of  flavery  in  the  village 
they  plundered  on  the  continent,  came  on  board  j 
,  Vol.  III.  X  and 
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and  related  the?  fubfequcnt  remarkable  acconfitl 
of  an  untbrtanate  attf.mpt  on  the  gold  mines. 

He  laid,  that  \\  hen  war  was  declared  at  Ja- 
maica, he  embarked  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain  Roberts,  who  was  joined  ift  commilfion  withl 
Captains  Golding,  Pilkington,  and  Ralh.  Their 
force  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  lix  men,  and 
their  deiign  was  to  attempt  the  rtiines  of  St.  Jago, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Illhmus  of  Daricn. 

Having  proceeded,  for  fifteen  days,  up  the 
river  in  canoes,  and  afterwards  travelled  ten  days 
by  land,  the  Spaniards  and  Indians  being  alarm- 
ed, began  to  lay  ambufcades,  and  ihot  feveral  of 
them  from  their  coverts.     At  length  the  enemy 
having  colle6Vcd  five  hundred  men,  and  theEng- 
lilh  being  reduced  to  about  fix ty,  including  thj 
w^ninded,   tlye   Spaniards,   after  a   Ikirmifh,  in 
which  the  PJigUlh  had  the  advantage,  fent  them 
a  flag  of  truce.    Being  in  want  of  provifions, 
liaralTed  to  death,  and  ignorant  of  their  route, | 
either  to  advance  or  retreat,  they  furrenderedj 
their  arms,  and  fubmitted  themfelves  as  prifonei's| 
of  war.     In  this  light  they  feemed  to  be  regard- 
ed by  the  captors  for  three  days;  but  on  the  I 
fourth,  wherx  they  apprehended  all  danger  was  at 
an  end,  an  order  arrived  from  a  Spanifli  chief  to 
malfaefe  them,  which  cruel  injunction  was  im 
mediately  put  in  e^tecutlon,  as  thefe  unarmed 
wretches  were  fitting  at  a  humble  repaft,  un- 
fufpicious  of  treachery.    At  the  interceifion  of  a 
prieft,  howfever,  a  native  of  Scotland,  a  French- 
man, and  twelve  free  negroes  were  prefervedj 
from  the  carnage,  and   kept   as  flaves.     Thij 
man,  one  of  the  latter  dfcfcription,  was  fent  to 
the  mines,  where  he  cleared  for  his  matter  three  | 
pieces  of  eight  a  day,  at  tlie  leaft  j  and  was  after- 
wards I 
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I  wards  removed  to  tl»e  place  where  tliey  found 
hini.  Tlie  reft  of  thcfe  unhappy  ciiptives,  the 
viftims  of  a  bafe  perfidy,  were  lent  fartlier  up 
the  country,  where  they  had  no  oppoiiunity  of 
making  an  efcape. 

The  Ifland  of  Gorgona  is  fituated  in  ,3  dcg. 
north  laititude,  about  fix  leagues  from  the  main. 
It  is  about  three  leagues  long  and  one  broad.  It 
\i  replete  with  tall  trees,  among  which  is  the 
palma  maria,  from  which  iflues  a  balfam  of  fovo 
reign  efficacy  in  feveral  difeafcs  j  while  the  tim- 
ber lupplies  the  Spaniards  with  niafts. 

The  animals  found  here  are  chiefly  monkeys, 
guinea  pigs,  hares,  lizards,  and  the  creature  called 
the  lion-lizard,  or  cameleon,  which  is  well  known 
to  vary  its  colours  according  to  the  light  in 
which  it  is  viewed. 

The  floth  is  likewife  found  here,  one  of  the 
moii  difgufting  animals  in  creation.  One  of 
tbefe  was  caught  by  the  failors  j  and  though 
they  were  little  acquainted  with  its  habitudes, 
they  feem  to  have  regarded  it  in  a  very  unfavour- 
able point  of  view,  both  with  refped  to  its  ex- 
ternal form  and  the  qualities  it  difplayed. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  there  are 
forae  very  poifonous  reptiles.  It  is,  indeed,  dan- 
gerous for  a  man  to  traverfe  the  ifland,  for  fear 
of  treading  on  them  unawares. 

The  feathered  inhabitants  are  not  numerous, 
except  a  large  fort  of  fowl  called  caracolos ;  but 
the  rocks  ftielter  an  infinite  number  of  bats, 
which  fly  about  during  the  night. 

The  feas  are  repleniflied  with  fifli,  many  of 
unknown  fpecies  in  Europe.  Mullets  are  very 
plenty,  but  they  are  difficult  to  be  cauglu  with  a 
hook  and  line,  which  Captain  ilogcrsiriftly  at- 
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tributes  to  the  limpid  purity  of  the  water,  whid 
pats  them  on  their  guard.  Pearl  o;ile  s,  am 
ibme  white  coral,  were  likewife  found  oa  the 
coafts. 

Every  thinj;  being  ready,  they  left  Gordons 
the  7th  of  Augurt,  and  ten  days  after,  took 
bark  of  feventy  tons  burden  from  Panama  tc 
Lima.  She  was  chiefly  laden  with  paiicngersJ 
from  whom  they  learned,  that  the  whole  coai 
was  alarmed,  and  the  inhabitants  under  the 
greateft  apprehenfions ;  expecting  the  fame  fate 
as  thofe  of  Guiaquil. 

The  iliips  being  incompletely  manned,  and  as 
there  was  a  probability  of  more  a6tions,  it  wag 
thought  advilable  to  recruit  a  little.     According- 
ly, on  the  l6th,  having  muftered  the  negroes  or 
board  the  Duke,  they  were  found  to  amount  tc 
thirty-live,  all  able  attive  men.  When  aiTembled,! 
Captain  Rogers  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  it] 
they  would  behave  with  bravery  and  fidelityj 
their  flavery   was  at   an    end.      Thirty-two  of] 
them  joyfully  embraced  the  offer,  and  requeftedl 
that  they  might  be  inftru6ted  in  the  ufe  of  arms,] 
which  fome  of  them  already  underftood.  Michaeil 
Kendall,  the  Jamaica  negro  was  appointed  their] 
leader,  and  he  was  charged  to  keep  them  in  con- 
flan  t  exercife.     They  received  a  dram  all  round,! 
to  confirm  their  new  engagement ;  and  dr^nk  tol 
the  mutual  fuccefs  of  the  Ihips.     They  werede-l 
fired  to  confider  themfelves  as  Engliftimen,  and! 
no  longer  as  flaves  to  the  Spaniards  j  which  dif-I 
fufed  a  vifible  pleafure  over  their  countenances;! 
and  they  feemed  proud  of  the  diftin6tion  tliey| 
had  acquired. 

The  barks  entered  the  Bay  of  Jecames  on  thcl 
25th,  and  foon   after  the  ihips  anchored  nearl 
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them.  About  the  clofe  of  the  day,  Mr.  White," 
the  lingiiitt,  and  a  Spanifli  pri loner,  venturing  on 
ihore  without  orders,  were  fhot  at  by  lome  In- 
dians in  ambufli  j  though  they  called  out  in  Spa- 
nilh  that  they  were  friends.  They  had  the  good 
fortune,  however,  to  efcape  with  their  lives,  and 
lay  concealed  all  night  5  while  their  companions 
on  board  fufpeded  nothing  lefs  than  their  capti- 
vity or  death. 

In  the  morning,  the  lingnift  again  ventured  to 
bail  the  Indians,  and  obtained  their  confent  to 
trade,  ihould  it  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
their  padre,  who  refided  at  the  diftauce  of  fome 
leagues.  The  linguift  informed  the  natives,  that 
they  had  a  padre  on  board  j  and  upon  their  ex- 
preffing  a  wiih  to  fee  him,  he  was  feut  on  fhore, 
whence  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  brother  padre,  in 
which  he  ftrongly  urged  the  generolity  and  civi- 
lity of  the  Englilb,  and  the  mutual  advantages 
which  would  accrue  from  treating  them  well. 
He  difplayed  the  power,  of  the  people  in  whofe 
bands  he  was  ,*  and  proved,  that  it  would  be  eafy 
for  them  to  carry  by  force,  more  tlian  they  wiili- 
fd  to  effe([it  by  treaty  j  but  that^their  kind  and 
benevolent  difpofition  reftrained  them. 

This  had  fuch  a  good  effect,  that  the  natives 
promifed  they  would  traffic  with  the  Engliih 
whether  their  prieft  confented  or  not.  One  of 
the  Indians  coming  off  in  the  boat,  was  brought 
on  board  the  ihip,  where  he  ftared  wildly  ;  but 
feemed  much  delighted  with  the  great  cabin,  in 
which  he  laid  himfelf  down,  as  if  to  gratify  his 
wonder  and  admiration  at  his  eafe.  Captain  Rogers 
giving  him  a  glafsof  brandy,  and  fome  insignificant 
prefents,  led  him  out,  and  fent  him  fofely  on  Ibore. 
Meantime  a  watering  party  rowing  up  a  creek, 
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accidentally  fell  in  with  one  of  the  Indian  chiefs,! 
who  was  painted,  and  armed  with  bows  and  arJ 
rows.     He  civilly  pointed  out  the  fpot  wherel 
they  might  find  wholefome  water ;  and  beino- 
offered  a  dram  out  of  a  quart  bottle  of  brandy, 
he  tolfed  oft*  the  greateft  part  of  it  at  a  draught, 
and  went  away  well  pieafed  with  his  reception  J 
telling  them  they  ihould  be  fupplied  from  tjie| 
villasje  with  whatever  necelfaries  it  afforded. 

The  padre   of  the   country  confenting  to  a| 
trade,  next  day  the  Englifh  exchanged  baize  and 
other  goods  for  black  cattle  and  hogs.     At  fii-ft! 
it  was  obferved,  that  the  Indians  had  painted 
themfelves  red,  which  is  underftood  to  be  a  de-| 
claration  of  war  ;  but  they  afterwards  rubbed  it 
off,  though  they  ftill  retained  their  weapons  oi-*! 
defence.    A  prefent,  however,  having  been  made 
them  of  three  large  -.vooden  faints,  to  decorate 
their  church,  they  feemed  not  a  little  gratified. 
This  was,  perhaps,  the  higheft  favour  to  them, 
and  the  cheapelt  the  Englifh  could  pay.    Cap- 
tain Rogers  fent  like  wife  a  cap  of  plumes  to  the 
Indian  chief's  wife  j  for  which  he  received  a  pre- 
fent of  bows  and  arrows. 

A  fufficient  quantity  of  water  and  provifions 
being  laid  in,  and  the  fliips  heeled  and  cleaned, 
they  difmiffed  the  prieft  whom  they  had  on 
board  ;  and  indulged  him  farther,  by  giving  him 
a  handfome  young  negro  girl,  of  whom  he 
feemed  much  fonder  than  of  his  function.  He 
was  prefented  alfo  with  fome  baize,  linen,  and 
other  articles,  as  a  remuneration  for  his  aftivity 
in  promoting  their  commerce.  The  Jecames'  pa- 
dre received  a  male  negro  and  fome  pieces  of 
baize,  as  an  acknowledgment  for  his  kindnefs. 
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Jecames  is  a  fmall,  low-lying  village,  confiding 
of  a  few  houfcs  and  a  church.  The  houfes  are 
built  of  fplit  bamboos,  and  covereclfwith  palmet- 
to leaves.  They  are  ere6ted  on  pfofts,  and  have 
the  bog-fties  under  them,  which  circumfiance 
will  fufficiently  fhew,  that  elegance  is  little  to- 
be  expected  here. 

The  men  are  employed  in  killing  wild  fwine, 
with  bows  and  arrows,  and  in  ftriking  filh  with 
their  lances ;  in  both  of  which  occupations  they 
are  very  dexterous.  The  women  attend  to  do- 
meftic  concerns :  and,  except  a  piece  of  baize 
tied  round  the  wailt,  go  entirely  naked. 

Leaving  this  bay,  with  a  fortnights  frefli  pro- 
vifions  on  board,  they  dire6led  their  courfe  to 
the  Gallipagos ;  and  in  their  way  faw  feveral 
grampuHes  and  whales  engaged  with  the  iVord 
iilh  ;  befides  abundance  of  water  fnakes,  one  of 
which  made  up  clofe  to  Captain  Cooke's  Ihip,  but 
was  beat  off  by  the  men.  The  Spaniards  reckon 
the  bite  of  thefe  animals  mortal. 
.  On  the  10th  of  September,  they  made  one  of 
the  Gallipagos,  and  there  laid  in  a  funicient  fup- 
plyof  excellent  turtle  and  fifli.  The  Spaniards 
make  thefe  iftands  amount  to  fifty ;  but  one  only 
fnrniflies  that  eflential  article,  frefli  water. 
They  abound  with  fea  and  land  fowls  :  among  the 
latter,  doves  and  hawks  are  fo  tame'  as  to  fafl'er 
themfelves  to  be  knocked  down  with  a  Hick. 
The  feals  are  uncommonly  fierce,  and  will  at- 
tack any  man  that  falls  in  their  way,  as  Captain 
Eogers  experienced.  Being  on  the  level  fai.d, 
one  of  thefe  animals  advanced  out  of  the  watep, 
open  mouthed  againft  him,  with  the  fame  favcige 
fcr^ity  as  an  angry  maftifi'  let  loofe.  The  cap- 
#in  defended  himfelf  by  piercing  its  bread  with 
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a  pike,  on  which  it  retired  a  little }  but  came  on 
again  with  frelh  fury,  which  it  repeated  three 
times,  till  it  had  received  as  many  wounds  3  when 
it  retired  into  the  fea,  fnarling  and  indignant. 

They  found  here  fome  land-turtle  of  one  hun- 
.dred  pounds  weight,  and  fea- turtle. of  four  hun- 
dred :  of  thefe  they  took  as  many  as  was  conve- 
nient to  carry  off.  Rogers  relates,  on  the  au- 
jtiiority  of  one  of  his  officers,  that  fome  of  thefe 
animals  were  feen  here  which  could  not  weigh 
lefs  than  feven  hundred  pounds  j  and  that  two 
men,  out  of  }eft,  being  mounted  on  the  back  of 
one  of  them,  the  creature  moved  otTin  its  ufual 
deliberate  pace,  without  feeming  fenlible  of  the 
weight. 

On  the  15th  they  were  in  fight  of  the  rock 
where  Mr.  Hat  ley  and  his  party  were  laft  feen, 
on  their  former  vifit  to  thofe  iflands.  In  this 
vicinity  Captain  Rogers  ordered  a  gun  to  be  fir- 
ed, that  in  cafe  this  unfortunate  man  was  alive, 
he  might  find  fome  means  of  returning  the  fig- 
jial.  No  iigns,  however,  of  any  human  crea- 
ture appeared  j  and  they  drew  the  melancholy 
donclufion,  that  he  was  no  more. 

Captain  Rogers  again  fet  fail  on  the  17th  of 
September,  and  on  the  4th  came  up  with  the 
iflands,  known  by  the  appellation  of  Trcs  Ma- 
jrias,  where  they  wooded  and  watered.  It  was 
jiot,  however,  without  fome  difficulty  that  thty 
found  a  wholefome  ftream,  the  greateft  part  of 
•the  fprings  being  ftrongly  impregnated  by  raine- 
.rals,*had  a  ftrong  cathartic  effis£tj  and  confe- 
quently  were  unfit  for  general  ufe.  While  they 
lay  here,  fcveral  negroes  defer  ted,  and  hid  theiii- 
felves  ia  the  woods. 
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The  middlemolt  of  thefe  iflands  is  fitUcUed  in 
21  deg.  o5  mm.  north  latitude,  at  a  fmall  dil- 
tance  from  the  coaft  of  Mexico.  The  larged, 
which  lies  to  the  weft,  is  about  five  leagues  in 
length,  the  middlemofl  about  three,  and  the 
molt  eaftern,  fcarcely  two.  Near  this  laft,  are. 
two  oV  three  broken  white  rocks,  one  of  whicli 
had  fo  much  the  appearance  of  a  lliip  under  fail, 
that  a  lignal  was  made  for  chace. 

Among  the  vegetable  produ6tions  of  thefe 
iflands,  are  lignum  vitre,  birch,  lilk  grals,  pric- 
kle i)€ar,  euphorbium,  belides  ma  ./  other  kinds. 
Birds  are  very  numerous.  Of  the  fmaller  qua- 
di*upeds,  they  faw  racoons,  rabbits,  and  hares, 
not  much  differing  from  the  European  fpecies. 

Green  turtle  were  found  in  the  niofl  luxuriant 
abundance,  fo  that  two  men  could  turn  one 
hundred  in  a  night.  The  feas  \^'ere  well  ftored 
with  fifli  of  great  delicacy. 

Leaving  thefe  iflands,  they  fleered  to  the 
north  ',  and  next  day  fent  the  bark  on  the  iliore 
of  Puerto  Seguro,  in  California,  in  fearch  of  wa- 
ter. Some  Indians  made  their  appearance  on 
bark  logs ;  but  at  firft  Ihewed  figns  of  apprehen- 
fion,  till  allured  to  familiarity  by  fome  prefents, 
for  which  they  returned  a  couple  of  live  foxes,  a 
deer's  Ikin,  and  two  bladders  of  water.  Till 
this  interview,  it  was  imagined,  that  the  Spani- 
ards had  miifionaries  among  thefe  people  3  but 
as  they  appeared  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  without 
any  European  commodities,  or  the  knowledge  of 
any  language,  fave  their  own,  it  was  concluded 
they  wTre  Itill  independent.  The  bark  was  a  fe- 
cond  time  difpatched  with  fome  trifles  to  procure  . 
a  fupply  of  refrelhmcnts. 

Some 
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Some  of  the  crew  having  ventured  on  iliorcl 
on  bark  logs,  the  ufual  marine  vehicle  along 
thefe  coafts,  for  tlie  fea  is  generally  too  rough  to 
fufFcr  a  common  boat  to   livej    the  good-ua- 
tured   Indians    conducted   them    up   the  bank! 
by^  the  hand,  and   introduced  tliem  to  an  old 
man   feated   on    a   deer's  Ikin.     Their  -gaidfsl 
fallii  g  down  on  their  knees,  the  Englifli  did  the! 
i'dXnt,  after  which  the  Indians  wiped  the  water  I 
oft'  the  ftranger's  faces  with  their  hands.    This 
friendly  ceremony   being  ended,    each    of  the 
failors,  fupported  by  two  of  the   natives,  was 
ilowly  led  through  a  narrow  path  to  their  huts, 
where  they  were  welcomed  by  a  lingular  kind  of  | 
mufic,  or  rather  noife,    occafioned  by  rubbing 
two  jagged  flicks  acrofs  each  other,  and  hum- 
ming to  it. 

After  this,  they  all  f»t  down  on  the  ground, 
and  the  Indians  having  regaled  their  gueils  with 
broiled  fi(h,  conducted  them  back  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  came,  attended  by  their  native 
mufic.  Thefe  harmlefs  people  difplayed  all  their 
natural  and  artificial  produ6tioiis,  to  entertain 
their  vifitors ;  but  carefully  concealed  their  wo- 
men, children,  and  arms.  Some  of  their  knives, 
made  of  (liark's  teeth,  and  fome  other  curiofities 
of  this  kind,  were  brought  on  board,  and  pre- 
fented  to  Captain  Rogers. 

The  place  where  the  Englifh  landed,  was  ia- 
habited  by  more  than  two  hundred  Indians,  who 
lived  in  huts  conftrufted  of  the  boughs  of  trees 
and  reeds,  with  a  fire  before  the  entrance.  The 
men  were  perfectly  naked ;  and  the  women  wore 
pnly  a  Ibort  petticoat  made  of  filk  grafs,  or  deer 
ikins,  depending  to  the  knee.  Round  their 
neck«  fome  of  them  wore  pearls  notched  round, 
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IdoI  perforated,  and  tied  together  with  filk  grafs. 
Itt'ecmcd,  indeed,  that  they  were  too  ignorant 
of  the  mechanic  arts>  to  be  able  to  bore  a  hole 
I  through  a  pearl. 

The  Then  are  ftraight  ^nd  well-limbed,  fnb- 
Ijilting  by  liihing  and  hunting  j  they  are  of  a 
dark  brown  complexion,  and  have  long  hair. 
Their  arms  are  bows  and  arrows,  in  the  ufe  of 
whiclv  they  are  very  Ikilful.  They  fet  a  greater 
value  on  European  knives,  fciflars,  and  nails, 
tiiaii  on  gold  or  filvcf  j  and,  among  a  people 
where  the  arts  of  luxury  are  unknown,  this  elli- 
liftaCeis  juft. 

The  women,  who  poflTel^i  few  perfonal  charms, 
liire  employed  in  the  coHeftion  and  grinding  of 
grain,  and  in  manufacturing  lifliing  lines. 
Thcfe  people  feem  to  poffefs  an  innate'  principle 
iof  honefty  J  and  made  free  with  nothing,  how- 
l^ver  expofed,  tliat  was  not  gratuitoully  givefi 
them. 

The  Bay  of  Puerto  Segtiro  abounds  in  fifh;  ift 
ffriking  which,  the  natives  are  extremely  dex- 
feroiis,  as  well  as  in  diving  for  pearl  oyHtr^, 
The  failors  told  Captain  Rogers,  that  they  fnw 
en«  of  them  dive  with  his  fiihing  implements, 
and  while  he  \Vas  undet  water,  put  up  his 
ftriker  with  a  filh  on  the  point  of  it,  \('hich 
was  tak6if  off  bv  an  aflbciatc  that  watclied  his 
progrefe  in  a  bark  log.  This  appear:^  the  riiore 
tredibl^y  as  rufty  knives  were  Ibmetimes  thrown 
flvcftbdard,  on  purpofc  to  try  their  ^:xcelJence  in 
diving  'f  and  it  was  ieldom  that  the  knife  couW 
fink  more  than  thre'e  oi*  four  fathoms,  before  it 
w^g  feized,  and  brought  up  by  the  adivc  diver. 

?tom  the  Hiotintaihs  down  to  the  fea,  (he  land 
ii  rocky  J  btti  iaiermixed  wi th  pleafitnt  vales  and 
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plains.  The  foil  is  Tandy,  and  therefore  not 
very  pr(/lific.  It  produces,  however,  feme  fruits 
and  roots,  which  the  limple  natives  ufe  in'.tead 
of  bread.  The  P^ngliih  tried  fome  of  thefe  ar- 
ticles of  food,  and  found  them  fufficicntly  palat- 
able and  wholcfome. 

It  was  on  the  1  ll  of  November,  that  the  fliips 
came  in  fight  of  the  high  lands  of  California, 
which  the  failors  call  Cape  St.  Lucas.  It  was 
now  neccilary  to  put"  thole  regulations  in  prac- 
tice which  had  been  framed,  in  regard  to  cruifing, 
plunder,  and  attention  to  duty.  Captain  Ro- 
gers was  Rationed  fartheft  from  the  land,  the 
Duchefs  was  placed  in  the  centre,  and  the  Mar- 
quis near  the  fliore.  By  this  arrangement,  the 
fquadron  fpread  fifteen  leagues  ;  and  could  fee, 
by  day,  any  veifel  that  might  pafs  within  twenty 
leagues  of  the  fhore.  It  was  alfo  fettled,  that 
they  were  to  ply  to  windward  all  day,  and  drive 
all  night.  Soon  after,  the  Duchefs  and  Marquis, 
for  particular  reafons,  changed  ftations.  It  gave 
the  captains  pleafure  to  refle6t,  that  it  was  near 
this  very  place  where  Sir  Thomas  Cavendilli 
took  the  Manilla  fliip. 

On  the  28th  the  Marquis  fired  a  gun,  which 
was  immediately  anfwered  by  the  Duchefs,  Cap- 
tain Rogers  tacked  and  made  fail,  fuppofnig  that 
a  ftranger  was  in  light.  The  Marquis  flood  to- 
wards him  ;  but  on  coming  up,  it  was  with  aito- 
niihmeqt.  Captain  Rogers  was  informed,  that 
the  Duke  had  been  taken  for  the  Manilla  (liip. 
Immediately  each  fliip  returned  to  her  ftation. 

Next  morning,  the  bark,  which  had  been  be- 
calmed, came  otf  the  Ihore.  As  flie  had  flayed 
much  longer  than  was  expected,  it  was  appre- 
hended fhe  had  been  cut  off  by  the  Indians. 
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On  the  9th  ui'  December,  the  mafter  of  the 
bark  came  on  board,  with  Ibme  prcfents,  which 
|he  had  procured  from  the  Indians.  With  him. 
Captain  Rogers  fcnt  the  matter  of  his  own  velVel, 
to  reconnoitre  thecoail,  in  order  to  find,  if  pof- 
|j]l)le,  a  more  fecure  harbour  j  and  to  convey  in- 
uUIgence  to  Captain  Courtney,  tliat  it  was  ad- 
vifablc  one  of  the  Ihips  at  a  time  Ihould  go  into 
the  bay,  to  take  in  a  fupply  of  wood  and  water. 

Indeed  it  began  to  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  whe- 
ther the  Manilla  lliip  had  really  palfed  or  not,  as 
it  was  after  theaifual  feafon  in  which  fhc  ought 
to  have  made  this  coaft ;  nor  was  it  poITible  to 
obtain  any  intelligence  which  might  extricate 
them  from  this  dilemma.  To  a6l  with  judgment 
and  fpirit  in  fo  nice  a  conjuncture,  it  was  relblvcd 
to  cruife  no  longer  than  eight  days  more,  in 
hopes  of  this  long-expeded  veflel  j  and  that,  in 
the  interim,  the  Marquis  Ihould  go  into  the  har- 
f hour  to  lefit,  while  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  re- 
mained on  the  look-out. 

The  flock  of  provifions  being  examined,  it  was 
found  that  there  was  bread  for  no  more  than 
i'eventy  days,  at  a  very  moderate  allowance. 
The  run  to  Guam,  one  of  the  Ladrones,  could 
not  be  performed  in  lets  than  fifty  5  and  from 
hence  it  was  evident,  that  an  alternative  of  dif- 
ficulties prefented  themfelves.  To  quit  the  fla- 
tion,  where  they  had  fo  long  indulged  hopes, 
before  the  time  agreed  on,  would  have  excited 
impleafant  fenfations  j  and  to  run  the  rilk  of  fa- 
mine, was  ftill  more  terrible. 

Thefe  thoughts  occalioned  a  depreffion  of  fpi- 
rits  among  fuch  as  could  refleCt.  However,  on 
the  2lii  of  December,  they  bore  away  for  the 
port  where  the  Marquis  was  refitting  j  and  at 
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nine  in  the  morning,  the  man  at  the  malt  head 
cried  out  that  he  faw  a  ftrange  faii^  about  fcvcn 
leagues  dilUnt. 

The  Duke  and  Duchefs  immediately  hoifted 
their  eiifigns,  and  bore  away  after  herj  but -t 
falling  calm,  the  pinnaee  was  manned,  and  lent 
out  to  make  obfervatioiis.  Meanwhile,  the 
erews  were  much  divided  in  their  opinions,  as 
fome  of  them  were  verjr  pofitive  that  the  veffel 
they  were  in  purfuit  of,  was  no  other  ihan  the 
Marquis  coming  out  of  port.  For  fome  hours  it 
\Vas  impoflible  to  fettle  this  difputed  point  with 
precifion  j  becaiife  there  was  very  little  wint', 
and  the  pinnace  kept  at  a  diftance.  At  laft  Cap- 
tain Rogers  ferit  off  Mr.  Fry  to  the  Duchefs, 
with  which  fhip  he  faw  the  pinnace  had  held 
fome  correfpondence,  to  clear  up  the  myftery  j 
and  he  foon  had  the  pleafure  to  hear,  that  this 
was  really  the  Manilla  fliip,  for  which  he  had 
waited  fo  long,  and  of  whofe  arrival  he  now  be- 
gan to  defpair.  This  news  revived  their  linking 
fpirits ;  and  every  perfon  was  as  alert  as  could 
be  defired.  The  idea  of  immediate  wealth  over- 
came fke  fear  of  famine.  In  Ihort,  nothing  was 
thought  of  but  the  treafure,  which  was  now  fup- 
pofed  to  be  within  their  reach. 

As  the  day  wds  far  fperit,  it  was  agreed,  (hat 
the  two  pinnaces  fhould  tend  the  Sranger  all 
night,  stfid  keep  up  IheWifig  falfe  fires.  The 
Hiips  were  cleared  for  a6!ioti ;  and  every  prepara- 
tion made  to  fectire  the  prize,  for  which  the  re- 
turn of  day  was  anxioufly  expefted.  At  day 
break,  the  chaee  appeared  at  the  diftance  of  a 
league.  At  firft  feared  a  breath  of  air  was  ftir- 
^irtg  J  but  having  rowed  iome  little"  tittiG,  a  fmall 
htc6tt  fprung  up. 
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The  fpirituous  liquors  ;1ifing  exhaiifled,  Cap- 
tain Rogers  ordered  a  la^r^e  ketlle  of  chocolate 
to  be  made  for  his  men,  after  which  repaft  they 
went  to  prayers,  and  before  they  were  ended, 
the  enemy  began  to  fire.  To  deter  the  Englifh 
from  boarding  them,  they  had  fufpended  barrels 
from  each  yard  arm>  which  looked  like  powder 
barrels.  v.    *- 

At  eight  in  the  morning,  the  engagemejit  be- 
gan between  the  Manilla  ihip  and  the  Dukei 
for  the  Duchefs,  having  little  wind,  did  not 
come  up.  The  enemy  fired  her  ftern-chace,  which 
the  Duke  returned  feveral  times  with  her  fore- 
chace.  Soon  after* both  fhips  clofing, fever?.!  bioad- 
fides  were  exchanged  j  and  they  kept  plyiiig  each 
other  with  fmall  arms  j  but,  in  the  ready  uie  of 
great  guns,  the  Spaniards  appeared  vaftly  inferi- 
pr  to  the  £nglini. 

After  continuing  the  adion  for  fome  ti^ne, 
the  Duke  fhot  a  little  ahead,  and  plied  thr  Spa^ 
niard  fo  warmly,  that  ihe  firuck  her  colours  t\v«.> 
thirds  down.  By  this  time  the  Duchefs  camp 
up,  and  fired  a  few  guns,  with  a  volley  of  fmall" 
ihot;  but  the  enemy^  having  fubmitt$;d^  made 
no  return. 

The  pinnace  being  fent  on  board,  brought  o^ 
the  captain  and  officers,  who,  being  examined, 
told  them,  that  they  left  Manilla  in  company 
with  a  (hip  of  much  greater  burden  and  ftrength ; 
but,  having  parted  with  her  three  months  b?*tort;j 
they  fuppofed  fhe  had  reached  Acapulco. 

The  prize  bore  the  pompous  name  of  Noftra 
Signiora  de  la  Incarnacior.  difenganio,,  Sir  Joh^ 
Pichberty  commander:  ihe  had  twenty  gnns, 
twenty  pattereroes,  and  one  hy^iicd  and  ninety 
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three  men,  whereof  nine  were  killed,  ten  wound- 
ed, and  leveral  blown  up  with  gunpowder. 

The  engagement  lafted  about  three    glaiTesI 
On  the  fide  of  the  Englilh,  only  Ciiptain  lloo-v.n| 
id  an   Irifhman  of  the  name  of  Powel  were 
wounded.     The  captain   imfortuiiately  receivedl 
a  fliot  through  the   left  cheek;  the  bullet  ftriick I 
away  part  of  his  upper  jaw,  and   fcveral  of  hi,s| 
teeth;  part  of  which  dropped  befide  him  on  tht 
deck  where  he  fell.     In  this  melancholy  iitua-l 
tion,  he  was  obliged  to  write  his  commands,  to| 
prevent  the  lofs  of  blood,  and  the  pain  of  i'peak- 
ing.     Powel  was  only  llightly  wounded  in  the] 
buttock.     The  rigging  of  the  Duke  was  confi- 
derably  damaged^  and   the  mizen-mall  difablcd] 
by  a  iliot. 

Two  days  after,  the  fiiips  being  put  to  rights,! 
they  ftood  in  for  the  harbour;  and  the  furgeons 
were   fent   on   board   the    prize,    to   drefs  thc| 
wounded.     Coming  to  an  anchor  near  the  Mar- 
quis, they  received   the   congratulations  of  her] 
crew   on  this   fudden   and  unexpe«5ted  fuccels, 
which  Ipread  a  general  joy. 

A  confultation  was  next  held  on  two  import- 
ant points :  firll,  wlmf  way  the  hollages  should 
be  difpofed  of;  and  next,  how  they  ihould 
a61:  in  regard  to  the  other  M;milla  Ihip,  which  it 
was  thought  had  not  yet  palled. 

At  laft  it  was  agreed  on,  that,  fince  they  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  hoftages  from  Guiaquil,  and 
the  commander  of  the  Manilla  Ihip,  were  men  of 
fi:ri<I:l  honour,  it  would  be  advilable  to  make  the 
bell  terms  with  them  that  could  be  done,  and 
then  fet  them  at  liberty.  The  laft  point  under 
confideration  was  not  Co  ealily  fettled.  Captain 
Kogers  was  defirous  of  going  out  in  company 
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with  the  Duchefs,  to  cruife  for  the  other  Manilla 
ihip;  but  Ibme  refleftions  having  been  caft  oiji 
Cap;ain  Courtney,  for  his  tardinefs  in  coming 
up  in  the  late  engagement,  he  was  bent  on  pro- 
ceedi  g  v  ith  the  Marquis  j  and  a  majority  fiding 
with  him,  the  Duke  was  to  ftay  in  the  harbour 
to  relit.  It  was,  however,  fettled,  that  ten  of 
her  beft  feamen  ihould  be  turned  over  to  th^ 
Duchefs,  to  ftrengthen  the  crew,  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
tack.    On  Chriftmas  eve  they  failed. 

As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  Captain  Rogers 
made  preparations  for  difcharging  his  prifoners. 
Stipulations  were  entered  into,  to  accept  the  fum 
of  fix  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  in  bills  drawn 
on  London,  in  lieu  of  the  remaining  ranfom  af 
Guiaquil,  and  the  bark  and  cargo.  Chevalie;: 
Pichberty  drew  thefe  bills  j  and  gave  an  acknow- 
ledgment under  his  own  hand,  that  he  thought 
the  bargain  highly  favourable  to  the  Spaniards.     , 

On  Chriftmas  day.  Captain  Rogers  poft^ed  two 
fentinels  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  from  whence  was 
a  wide  profpedt  of  the  fea,  with  inftru6tions  to 
convey  fignals,  by  which  he  might  underftand  if 
his  conforts  had  fallen  in  wiih  the  expeded  fliip ; 
and  that  be  might  have  time  to  prepare  to  leu4 
them  afliftance,  in  cafe  of  need. 

Next  day  the  fentinels  gave  the  fignals  pre- 
fer! bed,  that  a  ftrange  fliip  was  in  light;  ou 
which  the  prifoners  were  inmiediately  put  o^i 
board  the  bark,  ftripped  of  her  fails ;  and  aU 
hands,  that  could  be  fpared,  were  colle^ed  on 
board  the  Duke.  The  prif(»ners,  about  one  huD" 
dred  and  feventy  perfons,  being  iecured  051 
board  the  bark,  which  wiis  deprived  of  all  hef 
failing  tackle,  and  moored  nt  a  diftance  frocji 
the  prize^  had  only  a  few  men  icft  to  fupply 
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them  with  provifions,  rather  than  to  guard  them, 
that  as  many  as  poiiibie  might  be  mattered,  to 
aliift  the  confort  veiTels  on  emergency. 

Captain  Rogers  was  in  a  very  weak  condition, 
from  his  late  wounds 5  yet  inch  was  his  fpirit, 
that  neither  the  remonltrances  of  the  officers, 
nor  the  advice  of  the  furgeons,  could  prevail  on 
him  to  remain  behind.  He  weighed  anchor, 
and  next  morning  faw  three  fail  to  the  windward. 
About  nine  o'clock  the  Duchefs  and  the  chace! 
were  near  together,  and  the  Marquis  was  crowd- 
ing fail  to  come  up  with  them.  The  wind  be- 
ing fcant,  the  Duke  made  little  way» 

In  the  afternoon,  the  Marquis  came  up 
with  the  enemy,  and  engaged  her  briikly;  but 
foon  fell  to  leeward,  apparently  difabled.  On 
this  Captain  Rogers  manned  his  pinnace,  and  fent 
her  off  to  their  aliiftancej  but  before  llie  could 
get  up,  the  Marquis  again  made  fail,  and  renew- 
ed th^  a6tion,  which  continued  till  dark. 

About  midnight,  the  Duke  was  pretty  well 
up  wiih  the  chace,  and  her  boat  came  on  board, 
having  made  falfe  fires,  which  were  anfwered. 
The  crew  informed  their  captain,  that  they  had 
been  aboard  both  the  confort  veflels,  and  that 
the  Duchefs  was  much  difabled.  They  reported 
farther,  that  the  enemy  at  one  time  was  in  much 
diforder  j  lier  guns  not  being  all  mounted,  and 
confequently  their  netting-deck  and  clofe  quar- 
ters expofed. 

From  this  it  was  more  than  probable,  that  had 
the  Duke  accompanied  the  Duchefs,  as  Captain 
Rogers  propofed,  the  Spaniard  muft  have  fallen 
a  prey  to  their  united  force  j  but  the  Marquis 
being  M\  indifferent  failor,  and  not  carrying 
heavy  rnetal,  could  render  a  very  inadequate  af- 
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IfilLince.  In  addition  to  thefe  difadvantages,  the 
Marquis  had  tired  away  nearly  all  h'^r  powder. 

This  intelligence  induced  Captain  Rogers  to 
fend  off  his  boat  with  fome  ammunition  for  thb 
Marquis,  under  Lieutenant  Fry,  who  carried  iri- 
ftru6tions  how  to  a6t  to  the  bed  advantage  the 
enfuing  morning. 

The  chace  had  made  fignals  to  the  Duke  all 
day,  believing  her  to  be  her  con  Tort,  and  after  it 
was  dark,  edged  away  towards  her,  which  gave 
Captain  Rogers  an  advantage  the  wind  would 
otherwife .  have  prevented,  in  fpite  of  all  his  ex- 
ertions. 

As  foon  as  it  was  day,  the  chace  fired  on  the 
Ducheis,  which  Ihe  returned  with  fpirit  ;  but, 
from  the  lituation  the  Duke  was  in,  did  almoft 
as  much  damage  to  the  latter  as  the  forip.er. 
This  made  Captain  Rogers  change  his  pofition, 
and  to  keep  clofe  aboard  the  enemy,  driving  as 
ihe  did.  In  the  courie  of  the  a6lion,  the  Duke 
received  a  Ihot  in  the  main  mall,  which  much 
difabled  it,  and  foon  after,  both  the  confort  Ihips 
nearly  fell  on  board  the  enemy  j  by  which  means 
they  were  prevented  from  uiing  their  guns  with 
efFe6l.  In  a  iliort  time,  a  fire  ball  from  the 
enemy  lighting  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the  Duke, 
blew  up  a  loaded  cheft  of  arms,  and  fcorched  fe- 
veral  of  the  men.  Getting  clear  of  each  other, 
the  Duchefs  flood  in  for  the  fliore,  where  ihe 
lay  mending  her  rigging ;  the  Marq'uis  fired  fe- 
veral  fliot  to  very  little  purpofe ;  and  a  fecond 
ihot  in  the  mainmaft  of  the  Duke,  almoft  ren- 
dered her  pnfit  for  fervice. 

In  this  dilemma,  Captain  Roger's  (leered  ofF 
and  brought  to,  making  a  fignal  for  his  conforts 
to  do  the  fame.  In  a  ihort  time.  Captains  Court- 
ney 
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ney  and  Cooke  went  on  board  the  Duke;  an( 
on  taking  the  ftate  of  the  ihips  into  confideratiorij 
and  the  little  imprellion  they  had  made  on  tlu 
enemy,  it  was  reluctantly  refolved  to  dcfift  fromi 
any  farther  attempts  upon  her ;  and  to  make  the) 
l>efl  of  their  way  into  the  harbour,  and  fecurel 
Ihe  prize  they  had  already  captured. 

During  the  repeated  engagements,  which  laft-l 
ed  about  feven  glafles,  the  Duke  had  eleven  men ' 
wounded.  Captain  Rogers  was  again  unfortu- 
nately wounded  in  the  left  foot  with  a  fplinter, 
fo  that  he  could  not  ftand.  Part  of  his  heel-bone 
was  ftruck  out,  and  all  under  the  ankle  miferably 
lacerated. 

The  Duchefs  had  about  twenty  men  killed  and 
wounded  j  but  the  Marquis  had  only  two  hurt, 
who  were  fcorched  with  gunpowder.  • 

The  enemy  was  a  fine  new  fhip,  the  admiral 
of  Manilla,  and  this  was  her  firft  voyage.  She 
was  called  the  Vigonia,  of  about  nine  hundred 
tons,  and  four  hundrec^  and  fifty  men,  befides 
paffengers,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  fifty  were 
.Europeans.  Several  of  them  having  been  for- 
merly pirates,  were  defperate  in  defence  of  that 
wealth  thejfi^  had  illegally  acquired,  at  the  riik  of 
their  lives.  This  may  account  for  the  refolute 
defence  that  was  made.  The  fliip  was  capable 
of  carrying  fixty  guns,  but  only  forty  were 
mounted,  with  as  many  pattereroes,  all  of  brafs. 
The  gunner,  it  appeared,  was  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed wfth  his  bufinefs,  and  put  her  in  an  excellent 
Hate  for  def<?nce. 

Thus  ended  the  attempt  of  the  Englifli  on 
this  capital  Manilla  ihip,  which  they  might  have 
fecured,  had  an  adequate  force  attacked  her,  be- 
fore fhc  had  gained  time  to  prepare  fqr  refinance. 
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[it  was  probable  flic  might  have  been  fet  on  fire 
at  lalt  J  but.  this  idea  was  relinquirtied,  from  the 
confideration  that  all  the  confort  fliips  had  vain- 
able  cargoes  on  board  5  and  to  have  endangered 
'what  was  already  fecured,  merely  on  the  prolpe6t 
[of  doing  mifchieV  to  the  encmv,  would  have  dif^ 
played  raflincfs  rather  than  refolution. 

it  lecms  the  Spaniards  were  the  better  provid- 
ed for  this  conflift,  becauCe  they  had  heard  at 
Manilla^  that  a  fmall  fcjuadron,  of  which  Dam- 
pier  was  pilot,  had  failed  from  Briftol  for  the 
South  Seas. 

On  the  ift  of  January  1710,  they  returned 
into  pert  -,  and  were  now  determined  to  expedite 
their  voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies  to  the  utmoil. 
The  prifoners  were  immediately  releafed,  and 
put  on  board  a  bark,  with  water  and  provifions 
fufficient  to  carry  them  to  Acapulco.  Some 
days  were  then  fpent  in  wooding  and  watering  ; 
and  it  was  with  latisfa6tion  they  difcovered  fuch 
a  quantity  of  bread  on  board  the  prize,  as,  with 
the  old  llock,  was  judged  fufficient  to  carry  them 
to  Guam. 

Some  regulations  were  now  adopted  among 
the  officers,  by  which  Captain  Dover  was  pro- 
moted to  the  chief  command  of  the  Marquis. 
Thi^'  did  not  meet  the  ideas  of  Captain  Rogers  5 
bufcHfts  MeHrs.  Fry  and  Stratton  were  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  navigation  of  that  fliip,  and  Dover  was 
to  be  no  more  than  nominally  commander,  he  at 
laft  yielded.  The  crews  were  likewife  a  little 
more  equalized  j  and  all  diffiir^  iices  being  accom- 
modated, they  drank  fuccefs  to  the  remainder  of 
the  voyage,  and  a  fafe  arrival  in  Great  Britain.  In 
cafe  of  feparation,  during  the  long  run  they  had  to 
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undertake,  Guam  was  appointed  the  place  o\ 
rendezvous. 

The  Manilla  ftiips,  in  general,  are  much  richer 
than  the  prize  they  had  taken  on  this  coaft  ;  foi 
it  feems  Aie  waited  a  long  time  for  the  Chinefe 
junks  to  bring  lilks,  which  not  arriving  in  timej 
ihe  was  freighted  with  coarfer  commodities.  Se- 
veral of  the  prifoners  affured  Captain  Rogers,] 
that  it  is  nothing  unufual  for  one  of  thofe  veflels 
to  be  worth  ten  millions  of  pieces  of  eight ;  fo 
that  had  it  not  been  for  this  accident,  they  would | 
have  obtained  a  very  valuable  prize  indeed. 

With  regard  to  tlie  larger  veffel,  in  their  at- 
tempts on  which  they  had  been  foiled,  Captain 
Rogers  afterwards  met  with  a  failor,  whofe  acr 
count  ferved  to  diminilh  his  regret  for  this  failure. 
This  man  ferved  on  board  her  during  the  adion, 
and  detailed  all  the  circumftances  attending  it  in 
fuch  a  maqner,  as  rendered  his  veracity  unquefr 
tionable.  He  laid,  it  would  have  been  impoilible 
to  take  her  j  for  the  gunner  conftantly  kept  iij 
the  powder  room  declaring,  that  he  had  taken 
the  fa  era  men  t  to  blow  her  up,  in  cafe  the  Eng^ 
Jiih  Ihould  fucceed  in  boarding  her ;  which  def- 
perate  refolution  made  the  men  frantic  in  her 
4efence. 

On  the  10th  of  January  they  weighed  from 
Porto  Seguro,  but  did  not  lofe  fight  of  the  land 
till  the  12th.  Several  of  the  men  were  in  a 
weak  condition,  befides  Captain  Rogers  and  Mr. 
Vanburgh,  and  the  reft  of  the  wounded.  They 
•were,  moreover,  reduced  to  a  lliort  allowance  j 
and  fome  of  the  crews  afterwards  making  free 
with  fuch  provifions  as  were  within  their  reach, 
venial  as  this  might  have  been  under  more  fa- 
vourable 
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voutable  circumftances,  they  were,  as  an  exam- 
(ple,  punifhed  with  fome  leverity. 
I  The  voyage  was  continued  with  profperous 
k'inds  J  and  on  the  10th  of  March  they  had  light 
|of  Serpana  and  Guam,  two  of  the  Ladrones.  Next 
Way  they  fleered  for  the  latter,  having  been  all  day 
Ifiewed  by  the  natives  in  different  proas,  which 
Ipaifed  them  with  prodigious  celerity,  but  could 
Inot  be  induced  to  ftop. 

Being  now  under  an  abfolute  necefllty  of  pro- 
Icuring  a  fupply  of  provifions,  elpecially  of  bread 
and  flour,  of  which  their  flock  was  reduced  to 
Ifonrteen  days  fliort  allowance  j  it  was  relblved 
to  get  fome  of  the  inhabitants  on  board,  and  de- 
tain them  as  hoflages,  in  cafe  they  ihould  be  un- 
der the  necelfity  of  fending  any  of  their  men  to 
I  negotiate  with  the  governor. 

Accordingly,  they  took  two  Spaniards,  who 
Ihailed  them,  and  came  on  board,  as  they  were 
turning  into  the  harbour,  under  the  colours  of 
that  nation.  One  of  thefe  was  detained  as  an 
hoftage,  the  other  was  difpatched  with  the  lin- 
guifts,  carrying  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  the 
place,  in  which  they  demanded  the  liberty  of 
trading  in  a  peaceable  manner  for  provifions  and 
refrelhments ;  for  which  they  would  not  onlj^ 
I  render  prompt  payment,  but  in  every  other  re* 
fped  acquit  themlelves  as  friends;  threatening, 
however,  in  cafe  of  d  refufal,  to  proceed  to  open 
hoftilities. 

Next  morning,  the  pinnace  belonging  to  the 
fiuchefs  was  fent  on  fhore  with  ^  flag  of  truce  -, 
to  the  Crew  of  whidh  the  natives  fhcwed  the 
mofl  friendly  attention,  pvomiling  to  fupply  them 
With  fuch  provifions  as  might  be  fpdted,  provid- 
ed the  governor  gave  his  coufent. 

About 
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About  noon,  one  of  the  linguifts  returned 
bringing  with  him  three  Spanilh  gentlemen,  with] 
an  anfwer  from  the  governor,  exprellive  of  liisl 
readinefs  to  accommodate  them  with  whatever! 
the  iilaiid  afforded.  In  return  to  this  polite  d( 
claration,  a  deputy  was  fent  from  each  ihip  tol 
wait  upon  the  governov,  and  to  carry  him  al 
a  handfome  prefciit  for  his  proffered  kindncfs. 

Next  day  feveral  officers  went  in  the  pimiacel 
to  dine  with  the  governor,  in  confequence  of  an 
invitation  they  had  received.     Thefc  were  treat-] 
ed  with  all  imaginable  refpeft  and  fricndlliip 
two  hundred  men  were  drau  n  up  to  welcome) 
their  landing  j  and  the  officers  and  clergy  of  the  1 
ifland  formed  a  cavalcade,  and  conduded  them  I 
to  the  governor's  palace,  a  handfome  editice,  con- 
lidering  the  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  the  circum- 
llances  of  his  government. 

At  the  entertainment  there  were  at  lead  fixtyj 
dilhes  produced  j  and  when  the  Englilh  took 
leave,  they  were  faluted  with  a  volley  of  fniall 
arms.  In  return  for  this  condefcending  polite- 
nefs,  they  prefented  the  governor  with  two  ne- 
gro boys,  richly  dreffed  in  liveries,  twenty  yards 
of  fcarlet  ferge,  and  lix:  pieces  of  cambric,  with 
"Vvhich  he  feemed  highly  gratified. 

The  Ifland  of  Guam,  which  has  often  been 
defcribed,  contains  accommodations  for  the  ofK- 
cers  and  crew  of  the  Acapulco  iliip,  during  the 
lieceirary  time  they  ftay  here  to  take  in  necefl'a- 
rics  and  refre^man|s*  in  their  voyage  to  Manilla. 
At  thiS''ti'^fe»;iSeye  were  about  three  hundred 
Spi\riVris  dn  tViis  and  the  neighbouring  iflandsj 
and  mofl  of  the  natives  were  converts  to  their  re- 
ligipn.    It  appeared  that  they  had  eight  pdeds, 
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fix  of  whom  taught  fchool,  befides  performing 
I  their  ordinary  vocations. 

Guam  produces  the  bread  fruit,  cocoa  nuts, 
land  a  variety  of  excellent  fruits,  fome  of  which 
are  not  indigenous,  but  thrive  prodigioufly  here. 
[The  indigo  plant  grows  wild  in  abundance,  and 
were  the  natives  indullrious,  it  might  be  con- 
verted into  a  lucrative  branch  of  trade.  They 
[have  plenty  of  cattle  and  hogs;  and,  indeed,  all 
clafles  appeared  to  live  very  comfortably  on  the 
fpontaneous  produ6tions  of  the  country,  with 
little  labour  and  lefs  care. 

Tie  governor's  refidence  is  near  a  fmall  village 
and  convent,  and  this  forms  the  chief  fettlement 
of  the  Spaniards  in  thefe  illands.  At  that  time 
only  four  Spanifh  women  refided  here.  Money 
is  fcarce;  becaufe,  trufting  to  the  voluntary 
bounties  of  nature,  they  have  little  occafion  for 
its  ufe. 

The  native  Indians  are  a  hale  athletic  people, 
of  a  dark  olive  colour.  They  go  entirely  naked, 
except  a  fmall  piece  of  cloth,  which  they  wear 
by  way  of  modefty.  The  women  appear  in  a 
ihort  petticoat.  The  men  are  dexterous  at  fling- 
ing oval  pieces  of  clay,  burnt  as  hard  as  marble ; 
and  with  thefe  they  are  capable  of  killing  a  man 
at  a  confiderable  diftance. 

On  the  18th,  the  Englifh  gave  an  entertain- 
ment on  board  the  Duke,  to  which  their  own 
officers  were  invited,  and  four  Spanifli  gentle- 
men, in  th^e^  retinue  of  the  governor.  Captain 
Rogers  m»ie  them  as  welcome  as  time  and  place 
would  permit ;  diverting  them  with  mufic,  and 
dancing  till  midnight ;  when  all  parties  feparat- 
ed  well  pleafed. 
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It  being  thought  rearr>nable  to  make  thp  rrc^ 
vernor's  deputy  a  prcf^'nt,  tcr  the  trouble  he  h.id 
been  at  in  colle6ting  the  Supplies,  he  received  a 
compenTation  to  his  iatisfadion  j  and- \^  as  paid 
as  much  for  what  had  been  delivered,  as  amount- 
ed to  double  its  value  in  his  opinion,  whicli  he 
certilied  under  his  own  hand. 

This  affair  being  amicably  fmilbed,  it  was 
agreed  to  Itecr  by  a  Ibuth-weA  conrfe,  to  get 
clear  of  the  iflands  j  and  then  to  proceed  diied 
to  Mindanao,  and  from  thence  to  Ternate. 

Mean  time  an  old  Spaniard,  named  Antonio 
Gomes  Figuero,  who  had  been  captured  in  the 
South  Seas,  about  the  commencement  of  the  voy- 
age i  here,  was  fet  on  fliore.  It  was  originally 
intended  to  carry  him  ta  England,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  condemnation  of  the  prizes ;  but 
being  in  a  very  reduced  Hate  of  health,  a  certifi- 
cate was  taken  under  Jiis  hand,  fiefnifvinfr  that 
he  law  the  capture  of  feveral  prizes  belcrging  to 
the  fubjefts  of  Philip  V.  King  of  Spain,  &:c. 
This  old  man  received  fome  clothes  and  neccffa- 
ries  at  parting,  and  was  conligned  to  the  care  of 
the  deputy  governor  of  Guam.  To  conclude  the 
governor's  civilities,  he  made  Captain  Rogers  a 
prefent  of  one  of  the  flying  proas  of  thefe  iflands, 
which,  he  aiTerted,  would  run  twenty  leagues  in 
an  hour.  This  might  be  an  exaggeration  ,;  but 
it  is  certain,  their  velocity  almoS  exceeds  be- 
lief. 

On  the  2lft  of  March  they  got  under  fail,  and 
foon  encountered  feveral  ftorms.  About  lli^e 
middle  of  April  they  again  made  land,  which 
they  fappofcd  to  be  the  eaftern  extremity  of  Ce- 
lebes. Here  they  fell  in  with  three  waterfpouts, 
one  of  which  had  like  to  have  buril  on  the  Mar- 
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quis  5  but  the  Duchefs  firing  at  it,  it  broke  with- 
out doing  tlieni  any  damage. 

Soon  after  tlicy  deicricd  land  agnln,  which 
they  conjerturcd  to  br  Gj1<j1o.  In  this  doubtful 
ninnner  they  proc(v.dcd  till  the  end  of  the  month  5 
and  had  the  additional  mortification  to  tind  the 
Duke  fo  leaky,  that.  Ihe  was  vyith  diiiiculty  kept 
clear. 

Captain  Dampicr,  '.vho  had  twice  navigated 
thoi'e  feas,  difcouraged  them  very  much  by  af- 
fcrting,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  find  re- 
fre(liments,unlcfs  they  could  reach  the  Ille  of  Tcr- 
nate.  At  this  period,  too,  the  iliort  allowance  to 
which  tlie  crews  wore  reduced,  occalioned  much 
murmuring ;  and  the  officers  found  themfelves 
obliged,  out  of  policy,  to  enlarge  it ;  fo  little 
chance  is  there  of  being  able  to  argue  with  efFe«3; 
againfl:  hunger ! 

After  various  unimportant  tranfaftions,  they 
reached  fome  iflands  near  Bouton  on  the  25th  of 
May,  when  the  pinnaces  were  fent  on  Ihore,  and 
foon  returned  with  plenty  of  cocoa  nuts  j  and 
reported,  that  the  inhabitants,  who  fpoke  the 
Malayan  tongue,  behaved  v/ith  great  civility. 

The  fliips  now  attempted  to  tind  anchorage, 
but  in  vain  :  the  Duke  founded  with  a  line  of 
eighty  fatlioms,  and  almoin  ran  her  bowfprit 
alhore,  yet  could  find  no  ground  :  the  natives, 
however,  at  lall  dire6ted  to  a  bank  where  ihcy 
might  anchor.  '  Meanwhile  feveral  canoes  came 
off  with  fowls,  Indian  corn,  and  fruits,  which 
were  readily  exchanged  for  goods.  Some  officers, 
who  were  fent  afliore  in  the  yawl  and  pinnace, 
were  courteoidly  received  by  the  king  df  the 
place  and  )iis  grandees,  and  a  promife  was  ob- 
tained of  a  ready  fupply  of  neccflaries.    Both  his 
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xnajefty  and  attendants  were  barefooted  ;  and 
had  no  other  covering  but  a  cloth  wrapped  round 
their  waifts. 

After  cruifing  round  the  promontories,  and 
founding  for  three  or  four  days,  they  at  laft  call 
anchor  in  deep  water.  The  Duke's  boat,  which 
had  been  fent  on  lliore,  returned  about  this  time, 
with  forne  Malayans  in  a  canoe,  who  had  been 
enticed  by  prefents  to  come  on  board ;  but  of 
their  information  they  could  not  avail  themfelves 
for  want  of  an  interpreter.  Captain  Dover,  in- 
deed, had  one  on  board,  but  refufed  to  lend  him, 
though  upon  fo  neceliary  an  occalion ;  nor  could 
the  natives  be  prevailed  on  to  go  on  board  his 
fhip.  They  appeared  very  impatient  to  be  gone  j 
nor  could  fweetmeats,  and  other  temptations  of 
this  kind,  keep  them  compofed.  At  parting, 
however,  they  made  ligns,  and  pointing  to  the 
land,  called  out,  Boutoo. 

Dampier  had  formerly  failed  through  thefe 
flraights ;  but  of  the  fituation  of  the  town  he 
was  quite  ignorant.  It  was,  therefore,  deter- 
mined to  fend  him,  with  the  linguift,  in  one  of 
the  pinnaces,  well  manned,  to  find  out  the  town, 
and  to  wait  on  the  fovereign  of  Bouton,  to  folicit 
a  fupply  of  provifions.  To  rncreafe  the  refpefta- 
bility  of  his  miffion,  Mr.  Vanburgh  and  Mr.  Con- 
nely  accompanied  him. 

On  the  30th,  a  proa  came  from  his  majefly 
with  a  nobleman  on  board,  without  either  ihoes 
or  ftockings,  and  a  pilot  to  condud  the  veffels 
nearer  the  town.  The  tirfl:  queftion  this  Indian 
grandee  alked  was,  how  they  dared  to  anchor, 
without  leave,  near  the  coafls  of  the  dominions 
of  the  great  King  of  Bouton  ?  This,  however, 
yras  rather  to  lh«w  his  authority  than  to  ufe  it; 
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for  he  brought  fome  prefents  of  ftripcd  cloth, 
arrac,  hikI  rico,  I'rom  tlie  king,  and  a  letter  from 
the  officers  afliore,  certifying  the  fivourablc  re- 
ception they  hail  met  with. 

A  fiiitable  prefent  was  returned,  and  a  falute 
fired  by  every  Diip  at  the  departure  of  the  royal 
meifenger  ;  at  which  mark  of  attention  he  feem- 
ed  well  pleafed. 

They  wooded  and  watered  at  the  fmall  liland 
of  Sanipo,  where  fcveral  proas  came  off  to  them 
with  fowl,  fruits,  and  Indian  corn,  which  were 
bartered  for  knives,  fciflars,  and  clothes.  Thcfe 
people  were  very  civil,  but  charged  their  commo- 
dities hijrh  ;  probably,  from  a  knowledge  that 
they  were  iiidifpenfably  neceflary. 

The  charadlcriilic  treachery  of  the  Moors  be- 
^an  to  occur  to  thofe  on  board,  when  the  party 
aid  not  return  from  the  fliore,  fo  foon  as  was 
cxpc6ted.  On  the  5th  of  June,  however,  the 
Duchefs's  pinnace  brought  back  Mr.  Connely, 
with  the  atcreeable  tidings  that  four  lafts  of  rice 
were  forwarding,  which  had  been  bought  of  the 
king  for  fix  hundred  dollars  j  and  that  Mr.  Van- 
burgh  v/as  kept  as  a  fecurity  for  the  payment. 

Next  morning  the  rice  arrived,  and  was  equal- 
ly diflributed  among  the  four  Ihips ;  and  the  fti- 
pulatcd  payment  was  made  to  the  king's  officer?. 
After  this  tranra6tion,  provifions  began  to  come 
in  more  plenty  and  more  cheap. 

Bouton  {lands  on  the  afcent  of  a  hill,  the  top 
of  which  is  crowned  with  a  fort,  inclofed  with 
an  old  done  wall,  mounted  with  guns  and  patte- 
rcroes.  The  king,  and  many  of  liis  people,  live 
in  the  fort,  where  a  daily  market  for  vegetables 
is  kept.  His  majelly  has  five  wives  befides  con- 
cubines ',  and  four  men,  denominated  pury  baf- 
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fas,  carrying  large  canes  with  filver  heads,  the 
badge  of  office,  are  appointed  to  manage  their 
affairs. 

The  fovereign  appeared  in  a  green  gauze 
fpangled  covering  over  his  hair,  and  had,  in  his 
general  drefs,  the  air  of  a  Dutch  ikipper.  He  is 
always  barefooted  and  barelegged ;  but  when 
he  appears  in  liate,  he  wears  a  long  calico  gown 
over  his  ufual  fliort  jacket.  His  throne,  or  chair 
of  ftate,  is  covered  with  red  cloth  j  and  he  ig 
conftantly  attended  by  a  fergeant  and  fix  men 
with  matchlocks.  Three  others  carry  the  diffe- 
rent enligns  of  royalty.  At  his  feet  are  four 
Haves,  one  holding  his  betel  box,  another  a  light- 
ed match,  a  third  his  fmoking  box  and  a  fourth 
his  fpitting  bafon.  The  tributary  kings  and  his 
grandees  have  ftations  adapted  to  their  refpedive 
ranks ;  but  all  treat  the  fovereign  of  Bciiton 
with  the  moft  ceremonious  attention. 

The  town  is  well  peopled  ;  and  being  feated 
on  the  banks  of  a  fine  river,  has  an  in6nite  num- 
ber of  boats  plying  in  the  vicinity.  No  Icfs  than 
fifty  iflands  are  tributary  to  this  prince,  who  an- 
nually difpatches  fome  of  his  proas  to  coile6t  his 
revenues.  There  is  only  one  mofquc  at  Boulon. 
The  inhabitants  appeared  extremely  delighted 
with  mufic. 

All  the  men  being  returned,  and  having  parted 
with  his  majelly  in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  it 
was  now  refolved  to  proceed.  Accordingly,  the 
fliips  got  under  fail,  and  next  day  made  three 
iflands  to  the  north  of  Zalaycr.  On  the  10th, 
the  pinnaces  came  up  with  a  fmall  velfe],  bound 
from  MacafTar  to  Celebes.  The  mafter  promifed 
to  pilot  the  KuiHiih  to  Batavia,  if  it  could  he 
Isept  fecret  fiom  the  Butch.     Under  his  conduct 
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they  pafled  the  Straights  of  Zalayer,  and  made 
the  inoft  Ibuthern  part  of  Celebes.  In  a  few 
days  they  came  in  iight  of  Batavia,  and  fcon  after 
anchored  in  the  road. 

Never  was  a  greater  change  perceptible  among 
the  crews  than  now  took  place.  Thofe  who,  a 
few  hours  before,  were  quarrelling  for  neceffa- 
ries,  were  now  wallowing  in  luxuries,and  thought 
themfelves  arrived  at  the  terreftial  paradife. 
Captain  Rogers  fays,  that  he  was  quite  altonifhed 
at  their  behaviour.  Inftead  of  finding  difficulty 
in  procuring  bread  and  water,  it  ^"^as  the  only 
obje6t  of  contention,  who  ihould  be  at  the 
trouble  of  preparing  their  dainty  repafts,  or  mak- 
ing their  favourite  punch. 

By  their  own  reckoning,  it  was  Wednefday 
the  2 lit  of  June  when  the  Englilh  landed  at 
Batavia  ;  but,  oy  the  Dutch  account,  it  was 
Thurfday  the  22d.  This  difference  in  the  com- 
putation of  lime,  is  invariably  found  by  the  cir- 
cumnavigators of  the  globe. 

Sooi^  after  their  arrival,  the  commanders  wait- 
ed on  the  p;overnor,  who,  havi'ig  examined  and 
fipproved  their  commiUions  with  an  inquifitive 
mmutenelH,  proraifed  them  all  reafonable  aflift- 
ance  j  but  in  this  he  neither  feemcd  nor  meant 
to  be  lincere,  fince  much  importunity  was  re- 
quired to  obtain  permiliion  to  careen  their  ihips. 
However,  on  the  23d  of  July  they  hove  dowrx 
upon  Horn  Illand.  Prcvilions  were  plenty  in- 
deed, but  extravagantly  dear  j  and  no  audience 
could  ever  be  obtained  of  the  governor,  either 
to  obtain  redrefs  or  aifittance,  without  going 
through  the  ceremony  of  brlli:!^-  his  fecrctary 
and  guards. 
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Horn  Ifland  was  very  inconvenient  for  the 
purpofe  of  careening  ;  but  leave  could  not  be 
granted  to  perform  this  at  Unherll-,  where  the 
Dutch  careen  their  own  iliips}  neither  could 
tliey  procure  the  aififtance  of  Dutch  artificers,  lb 
that  they  were  obliged  to  employ  Malayans.  To 
com'piete  this  inimical  treatment,  the  govern- 
ment would  not  permit  any  Dutchman  to  pur- 
chafe  the  Marquis,  which  was  now  under  falej 
and  therefore  they  were  obliged  to  part  with  her  to 
the  iirft  Engliih  bidder  at  lefs  than  half  her  value. 

Captain  Rogers  recovered  his  health  very  flow- 
ly  in  this  unpropitious  climate.  While  he  lay 
at  Batavia,  a  mulket  fhot  was  extraded  from  his 
check,  which  had  been  miftaken  for  a  part  of 
the  jaw  J  and  feveral  fplinters  were  drawn  from 
his  heel.  The  weather  was  extremely  hot  while 
they  continued  here  ;  and,  in  confequence,  many 
of  the  officers  and  men  fell  fick.  The  mafler  of 
the  Dul<e,  the  gunner  of  the  Duchcfs,  and  feve- 
ral of  the  men  died  of  the  flux.  A  young  man, 
named  John  Read,  belonging  to  the  Duchefs, 
having  ventured  into  the  lea  to  fwim,  had  both 
his  legs  fnapped  off  by  a  iliark  at  one  bite  j  and 
before  he  "could  be  drawn  on  board,  the  fame  vo- 
racious animal  tore  away  the  lower  part  of  his 
belly,  which  immediately  killed  him. 

About  ten  years  before  Captain  Rogers  arrived 
here,  there  had  been  an  earthquake,  which  over- 
turned part  of  the  mountains  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  J3atavia,  and  altered  the  courfe  of  the 
rive.,  fo  that  the  canals  in  and  about  the  city 
w'ere  not  nearly  (o  commodious  or  fo  deep  as 
they  had  formerly  been.  Indeed,  the  natural 
infilubrity  of  the  air  is  contiderably  heightened 
by  the  ftagnant  waters,  and  the  want  of  a  police 

to 
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I  to  enforce  an  attention  to  cleanlinefs.  BataviaJ 
however,  is  a  very  magnificent  place,  and  accu- 
mulates the  oriental  wealth  of  the  D€tch. 

Having  laid  in  a  fupply  of  provifions,  and  the 
officers  and  men  having  furniflied  themfelves 
with  fuch  necciraries  as  might  laft  during  the 
long  run  they  were  about  to  make,  the  fliips  fet 
fail  from  Batavia  on  the  14th  of  Odober ;  and, 
on  the  evening  of  the  19th,  had  a  terrible  llorm 
of  thunder  and  lightning.  Some  of  the  men 
having  been  fent  alhore  at  Pepper  Bay,  in  Java* 
to  kill  buffaloes,  were  terrified  by  the  tigers  j 
and  one  perfon  had  nearly  loll  his  life  by  this 
ferocious  race.  The  native  king  behaved  with 
much  civility  ;  and  willingly  granted  permiflion 
to  barter  the  commodities  of  the  country  for  Eu-. 
ropean  articles. 

Leaving  Pepper  Bay,  nothing  material  occurred 
till  they  reached  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where 
they  anchored  on  the  18th  of  December.  In 
Cape  Bay  they  found  only  one  Englilh  fliip,  but 
feveral  Dutchmen. 

Fearful  to  fail  without  convoy,  and  unwilling 
to  wait  till  the  Dutch  ihould  have  one  ready. 
Captain  Rogers  propofed  to  his  conforts,  to  pro- 
ceed dire6t:ly  for  the  Brafils,  where  they  might 
vend  fome  perilbable  goods  to  great  advantage, 
and  be  in  little  danger  of  falling  in  with  an  ene- 
my of  fuperior  force  j  and  afterwards  to  fail  for 
Briftol  by  the  north  channel.  This  fcheme,  ap- 
par^ptly  fo  pra6ticable  and  fafe,  was  fet  afide 
for  want  of  unanimity  j  and  the  majority  refolv- 
ed  to  wait  for  the  Dutch  fleet,  and  to  fail  in  a 
body. 

In  confequence  of  this  determination,  it  was  the 
6th  of  April  1711   before  they  wer^  ready  to 
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leave  the  Ci^pe.     The  whole  convoy  confi{led  ca 
fixtecn  Dutch  and  nine  Plnglifh  fhips.     The  moll 
exa6t   difcipline   was   kept   up,   and    the   moitl 
prompt  obedience   paid  to  the  Dutch  admiral,! 
though  his  real  flation  was  no  other  than  that  ot 
captain  of  one  of  their  Eall  India   Ihips.     He] 
was,  however,  a  man  of  abilities  and  good  na-| 
turc,  and  behaved  with  great  reXped  and  atten- 
tion to  the  Englilli  who  were  under  his  condud,| 
entertaining  their  officers,  occafionally,  in  com- 
mon with  thofe  of  his  own  country. 

July  the  14th  they  faw  two  fliips,  one  a  Dane,! 
hound  for  Ireland,  which  they  fpoke.  She  in-! 
formed  them,  that  the  Dutch  men  of  war  were' 
cruifirig  off  Shetland  to  proted^  th.e  convoy.  By 
this  veifel  Captain  Rogers  forwarded  letters  to  j 
his  ov.'ners. 

Next  morning  they  made  Fair  Ifland  and  Foul 
Ifiand,  near  Shetland  j  and  presently  faw  the 
men  of  war.  On  the  morrow  all  joined,  and 
mutual  falutes  were  exchanged.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Shetland  liles  came  off  with  tiih,  and 
fuch  other  provifions  as  they  had.  On  the  17th, 
the  Englidi  captains  conveyed  information  to 
their  owners  of  their  dellination  for  the  Texel, 
wher6  they  hoped  to  find  an  Engliili  convoy. 

On  the  23d,  the  commodore  made  fignal  for 
feeing  land,  and  fame  day  they  entered  the 
Texel,  when  the  Dutch  fired  all  their  guns,  and 
the  Englilh  falut.ed  the  commodore  and  the  flag 
with  feveral  rounds.  Here  they  lay  till  the  22d 
of  September,  employed  in  various  arrangements, 
but  impatient  to  be  gone.  On  the  2d  of  06tober, 
they  arrived  fafe  in  the  Downs :  after  the  cir- 
cumnavigation of  the  grobe,which  they  performed 
in  three  years  and  two  months. 
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To  this  expedition  of  Woodes  T^ogers  it  was 
lowing,  that  the  Ipirit  of  privateering  in  the 
South  Seas  was  not  totally  loit  in  England,  where 
much  art  had  been  nfed  to  propagate  an  opinion, 
that  none  but  buccaneers  could  reap  any  advan- 
tage in  that  quarter.  But  the  event  of  this  voy* 
age  convinced  the  moft  prejudiced,  that,  under 
proper  command,  the  ufual  modes  of  warfare 
may  be  fnccefsfully  purfued  againft  the  Spani- 
ards ;  and  whenever  it  is  the  fiite  of  Britain  to 
contend  with  that  nation,  we  would  ftrong'y  re- 
j commend  it,  not  only  as  an  objed  of  advantage 
but  of  policy,  to  attack  them  in  the  molt  vulner- 
able part,  their  American  poflellions  j  which  at 
once  fupply  the  finews  of  war,  and  can  bell  re- 
pay its  loCTes. 

The  ^  oyage  we  have  juft  related,  in  its  prr.dent 
and  oe.conomical  arrangements,  will  long  ferve  as 
a  model  and  a  precedent.  Though  diiputes 
fometimes  broke  out,  by  the  inftitvition  of  coun- 
cils, and  the  ready  means  by  which  grievances 
cuuld  be  redrefTedj  mutiny  never  could  take  deep 
root  j  becaufe  it  wanted  a  provocation  and  a  pre- 
text. The  officers,  we  have  feen,  were  men  of 
abilities  and  humanity  j  zealous  to  forward  the 
interells  of  their  proprietorsj  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  not  to  tarnilli  the  tiational  honour.  May 
their  example  be  imitated,  and  their  fuccefs  ob- 
tained, whenever  the  jealous  imbecility  of  Spain 
tempts  it  to  trefpals  on  the  generous  feelings  of 
Britons  1 
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